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The Rector writes...

O

n the 30th of December 2007, I
happened to be visiting my then
girlfriend up in Bury. She was a Roman
Catholic, so we naturally went the to Mass at her
church. It was there that a strange thing happened:
I was told by her family that I couldn’t receive the
sacraments because I wasn’t Catholic. I walked
forward at the time of reception and whereas everyone else took the bread, I had to make do with a
blessing. It felt very strange. I usually received the
bread and the wine every week in my Pentecostal
Church. My father – the Pastor – was very passionate
about ensuring that each week we gather together,
we share at the Lord’s Table. I never thought much
of it, myself. But here I couldn’t receive – and I felt
that I had lost something precious.
Driving back to her house, I felt odd. I couldn’t put
my finger on it. And then, the strangest, most bizarre
thing happened. I can only describe it in analogical
language. I felt as if a voice said into my heart, ‘Become an Anglican minister.’ It was at that moment
that the greatest sense of peace overflowed in my
soul, and I knew. I knew that this is what I had to do.
I told my girlfriend, who seemed to be a little taken
aback (the relationship didn’t last that long after
that…). I arrived back at her house and immediately
I called my parents. ‘Mom, Dad – I’m going to be an
Anglican minister.’
Now, you must remember that us Pentecostals
didn’t think much of Anglicanism. For us, Anglicanism was a dead faith, wishy-washy on the essentials,
too focused on worship styles of the past and too
focused on trying to please everyone (and therefore
pleasing no one). I didn’t expect Mom and Dad to
be overly happy. And yet, to my surprise, they were
supportive from the very beginning.
When I got home, the first thing I started to do was
read about Anglicanism (mainly online) and about
theology. I picked up a book on my brother’s shelf
called ‘Christian Theology: An Introduction’ by Alister McGrath. I devoured it – I have never forgotten
how amazing it was, and the doors that it opened
in my mind to new ways of thinking. But it wasn’t
until September that year in which I plucked up the
courage to finally attend an Anglican Church. You
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see, I had asked my father’s friend, Ian – who had
once been a Pentecostal Pastor before becoming an
Anglican vicar – for some advice on becoming an
Anglican minister. For example, I was quite afraid
that I would need to be baptised again! (Thankfully,
that wasn’t the case). Ian asked me, ‘So have you
spoken to your vicar about becoming an Anglican
minister yet?’ I responded by saying, ‘How do I find
out who my vicar is?’ Ian then asked, ‘You are attending an Anglican Church, aren’t you?’ I replied in
the negative. Ian then lovingly chuckled and said, ‘I
think it might be best for you to start attending one.’
That Sunday, I attended St Philip’s, two minutes’
walk from my house. I found it a very strange experience. ‘Why are we reading books for worship?’
I thought. For Pentecostal me, worship was about
the music – not about reading out loud together!
But I stuck around. I didn’t want to upset my Dad,
so I would attend St Philip’s service at 9am, before
attending my father’s Pentecostal church at 11am,
and their evening service at 6pm. This continued
for two years (yes, looking back I was very committed). During this time I had conversations with
the Diocesan Director of Ordinands, who helped
me to discern whether I had a calling to Church of
England ministry. Eventually, I would leave home to
live in Liverpool for a year as a parish assistant in an
Anglo-Catholic (i.e. smells and bells) church next to
the Liver Building, before going up north to Durham
to train to be a vicar.
Sometimes, God gives us callings that take us
completely out of our comfort zone. I was a Pentecostal – I had seen what the ministry had done to
my father and had no intention of joining him. Yet
God had other plans – and took me into a church I
would never have dreamed of going into. Perhaps
God is calling you to something which would take
you out of your comfort zone? Listen to him – if it is
his calling, he will provide the means for it to happen.

L

A Thought for the Month

earn to distinguish between trying and
training. Without training I may try to win a
marathon race, but I will only fail. That is because
without training there will be no ingrained habits
that have restructured my body for the marathon.
Training builds holy habits. - Anon
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Our Front Cover
The main Church Street entrance to the St.Giles'
churchyard with the 'problem' bench and bin removed.
✟ All those who are on holiday.
✟ All the political leaders around
the world.
✟ All those who are suffering from
war in their country.
✟ All those who have recently lost loved ones.
✟ All those serving in the armed forces.
✟ All those looking after children during the school holidays.
✟ All those working in hospitals and care homes.
✟ All those selecting our new Prime Minister.

W

From the Editor....
elcome to our August issue, which contains
items covering a wide variety of subjects.

Fine as our church buildings are, it's the people
who come to worship in them that keep them
alive, and in this issue we have articles from
various church members, including our Church
Warden, Dennis Brammer who has held a huge
variety of jobs before his retirement.
Birmingham is hosting the commonwealth
games this month, and Gill Powell reports on her
memorable experience of helping to transport
the Queen's Baton on its way to the opening
ceremony.
Following the increasing anti-social problems
taking place around the bench at the churchyard
entrance, it has now been removed, the story
of which forms just one item in our regular
Newcastle News section.
August celebrates the Feast day of Clare of
Assisi and the Transfiguration of Jesus, both of
which are featured in this issue.
If you are going away this month, why not take
Parish News with you to read on the journey,
Michael Pitstow

A Prayer for August
Dear Heavenly Father,
In this month of August, thank you for your
presence. Whether we’re at home or on holiday,
in one place or travelling, working or resting,
happy or sad, young, middle-aged or elderly,
you are with us.
As we journey through the different stages of
this life on earth, help us to know that wonderful
assurance of your presence, by putting our trust
in Jesus now.
No matter what ups and downs come our way,
we will never be alone. You are with us, sharing
it all day by day - and leading us home.
Thank you, Lord of all our journeys, In Jesus’
name.
Amen.
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What's On
St.Giles' Friday
Coffee Bar

St Thomas’
Open Mornings

10am -12 noon
on the 2nd & 4th Saturday
Why not have a trip out to
Butterton and enjoy a peaceful
Saturday morning with light
refreshments.

EVERY Friday
9am - 12 noon
Serving hot drinks and biscuits, toasted
teacakes and buttered toast.

+ Mini-Market
Alternate weeks

(See the back page)

No meeting in August.
Our next meeting Wednesday, September 7th.

HEADSTONE
& MEMORIAL SURVEY
Interested? Please contact Penny or
Laurie Bailey lvbailey@hotmail.co.uk

Speaker: Dr. David Breedon.

Heritage open week
Explore the village’s fascinating Heritage
Gallery during our open week, from Saturday
10th September to Monday 19th September.
We will be showcasing our new Philip Astley
circus-themed display including items kindly
loaned from the Van Burn collection.There will
be history talks, a quiz and more.To book a tour
or to find out more, please contact Experience
Coordinator, Emma Palin, on 01782 986300 or
emma.palin@belong.org.uk.

Sports day
We will be hosting our own
Commonwealth Sports Day on
Thursday 4th August at 2pm.
You’re invited to join us to
participate in a range of different
activities, including egg and spoon,
show jumping and lots more. It will
be a day of fun and laughter; entry
is free and refreshments will be
available to purchase. Please contact
reception if you’d like to join in.
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Our Bistro is open for you
Our Bistro serves hot and cold
meals together with a wide range
of drinks and daily specials.
There’ll always be something to
tempt you every time you visit.
It is open from 8.00am - 4.00pm
every day. Takeaway service is
also available.

Enjoy the
St.Giles
Rainbow
group

Why not
join us?

T

he pictures show the children gathering around
for refreshments before leaving for home. They
have enjoyed a time of play and singing and listening
to children’s music. Once exhausted they sit quietly
enjoying a time to rest.
Rainbows is good for all pre school children and it is
hoped that more children and parents, grandparents
will attend.

Why not Join us?

If you would like more details of the St.Giles
Wednesday morning Rainbow group, please
contact our Parish Administrator, Penny Richards Email: office.stgilesnewcastle@gmail.com
or phone: 07592 035386

Thanks to Dennis Brammer
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Helping the Queen's Baton on its way to
the commonwealth games in Birmingham

T

By Gill Powell

hanks to my daughter Becky putting my name forward, (for many years
of working with young peoples uniformed organisations), I was lucky
enough to be chosen as one of the Queen's Baton bearers as it passed
through Staffordshire on its way to the games in Birmingham.
Monday 18/7/22 - Well the day has finally arrived the Baton Carrying Day and
it’s also the hottest day of the year with temperatures reaching 37 degrees
I had to meet by 13.54 at potteries museum in Hanley, I was greeted by a
host who checked my ID and I was given a number (I was 28) then I started
mixing with the other Baton Bearers and we spoke to the Press did the
publicity and photos etc.
At 14:30 we got onto a minibus and at each hand over point a baton bearer
got off the minibus and was shown to the hand over area by the host
All the waiting areas had a corresponding number to the ones we were given
- Finally we arrived at Hanley Park where bearers number 25-30 got off the
minibus and we were shown to their relevant hand over points by the host (I
was lucky as there was some shade in the park) We had about 10 minutes
to wait until I got handed the baton by John at 15:15 and I completed my
route handed the baton over to Brian on leg 29 at each change over there
were photo opportunities with families etc - after finishing their legs each
baton bearer followed along to the final leg (no 30) where to be baton was
taken over to Shrewsbury in a Helicopter
It was an amazing although very hot opportunity which I really enjoyed and it
was such a privilege and honour to represent Stoke on Trent. Please look out
for any publicity and I also have lots of photos if you would like to see them .

Remember Elaine

O

n Thursday 14th July,
members of the Keep Fit
group met as usual in the hall at
St Giles church for their exercise
class.
At the end of the session,
everyone met outside in the
church grounds to see a rose
bush “Remember Me” planted in
memory of Elaine Ratcliffe; one
of our popular members, who
sadly died earlier this year.
Rev. Josh very kindly joined us,
reading a short passage from the
Bible, and following the planting;
blessed the rose.
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Members of Elaine’s family joined us
for the planting, which was followed
by refreshments in the hall. A BIG
'thank you' must go to Laurie, (right),
our Green Team member who did the
actual ‘spade’ work of digging the
hole and planting the rose.   
Thanks to Melissa & Pat Lovatt.

Becky (left) and Gill (right)
holding the Queen's Baton.

Confirmation
Congratulations
to Ian Bentley

T

he Service was held at St. Andrews
Porthill on Sunday 17th July. It
Featured Bishop Matthew, Rev'd Chris
and Rev'd Josh. Ian was pleased that
it was held at St.Andrews, as it held
many memories for him.
Several members of St.Giles
congregation also turned up in support
making it such a special day.
Ian, third from left on the back row.

Clare of Assisi - 11th August

I

Prayer and simplicity

n the year 1212 Clare, the 18-year-old daughter of a
local Count, heard a young preacher called Francis.
A few years earlier he had caused a sensation in the
centre of the town where they both lived, Assisi in Italy,
by stripping himself of his wealthy clothes and declaring
that from now on he would live the life of a peasant.
This, he said, was in obedience to the
call of Christ, for whom the poor were
‘blessed’ and the rich were in peril of
judgment.
Francis gathered a group of seven
men prepared to embrace what he
called ‘joyful poverty’ for Christ’s
sake, but that day he was to enlist
a female disciple. ‘You are a chosen
soul from God’, he told Clare, when
she expressed her eagerness to
embrace the same strict rule as his
male followers.
In due course, after a period in a
Benedictine convent, Clare and her sister Agnes moved
into the church of St Damiano, which Francis and his
friends had restored, and gathered there a group of
like-minded women. Eventually Francis made Clare the
abbess of a religious Order, at first called the ‘Order of
Poor Ladies’, eventually, and universally, to be known as
the ‘Poor Clares’. Unable to operate an itinerant ministry

like the men, Clare’s sisters concentrated on a life of
prayer and simplicity. In fact, their dedication to poverty
was such that it affected the health of many of them.
Francis and Clare remained friends and colleagues
over the next 14 years in this remarkable movement of
renewal and mission. During the preceding century (as
we can learn from Chaucer, among others) the religious
Orders had in many cases substituted indulgence for
discipline. Francis and Clare found this scandalous,
and despite opposition from high
places, set out to demonstrate that an
effective Christian message required
an appropriate Christian lifestyle. For
them, poverty was not a burden but
a joy - a release from the delusions
of power and ambition. Their witness
made an enormous impact on the poor
people of Umbria and beyond, who
saw an authenticity in their lives which
spoke as eloquently as their words.
Clare helped to nurse Francis through
his final illness, which lasted several
years. She lived for 27 years after his
death, like him suffering from the effects of long years
of strict austerity. She died in 1253 and was canonised
two years later. She is buried in the basilica of St Clare
in Assisi, a few hundred yards from the basilica of St
Francis. In life they proclaimed the same message of
sacrificial love and service, and in their deaths they were
not divided. Her special day is 11th August.
Parish Pump
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The Good Shepherd
by Judith Thompson

Part 13

Off to the Peaks...

F

orty six years in the meat trade and forty years
in qualified nursing, combined:- for what? My
husband had retired early and I was part time at a
nursing residential home for the elderly, due to retire
in the near future. So when the opportunity came up
to buy piece of land in the Derbyshire Peak District,
we could see no difficulties. We then bought 64
swaledale Ewes and two tups as we were told that
sheep didn't need much looking after. How naive
and green we were.....

W

e keep the ewes in the pens until milk is
established and they know their lambs, and they
are thriving 24 to 48 hours is usually enough time, if the
lambs are not bought in and the necessary treatments
executed at the time of birth, when catching is relatively
easy, after 24 hours I am unable to catch a lamb it is
far too quick if it is healthy.
One warm sunny afternoon in mid April I was watching
a ewe in labour with my daughter, she was a couple
of hundred yards from us in the field, and could hear
her moaning, not bleating, it was a long strong moan.
Very powerful loud enough for us to hear, and this was
produced as she lay on the ground on her side, as she
lifted her upper back leg, just as a woman in labour
would react, shouting out in her pain.
My daughter appealed to me to do something for her,
saying “ but mum I know how she is feeling, I have
been through that “ I laughed, did she think I hadn’t,
having had three children, her being one of them. All
ewes react differently, all are individuals. I had never
seen this before or since, but with no painkillers, gas
or air, ewes just get on with it. The ewe will continually
change her position, get up walk a few metres, paw at
the ground, as if to move any stones which might cause
discomfort when lying down, then get down, stretching
out with the upper leg raised as she pushes, then up
again and another walk they will not at this this stage
feed or chew their cud, they may drink. This particular
ewe was visited by several other ewes as if showing
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concern for her plight, they sniff at her backend and
walked away as much as to say, “oh it’s only a lamb
coming, just get on with it, it’s no big deal, we all go
through that” it makes me smile. Isn’t God great in the
way he allows us to share and be privileged to view this
creation. We assist in the birth of the lambs if necessary,
and see them flop out lifeless, yellow, slimy covered in
amniotic fluid and blood or faeces, bundles of skin and
bone. Lying on cold spring grass, we intervene, clear
the airway swing the lamb by the back legs massage
the chest, make it cough, by putting a small piece of
straw up the nose which irritates the back of the throat,
it shakes its head, breaths, moves its legs, and within
5–10 minutes stands and within half an hour feeds. I
remember the story of the valley of the bones in Ezekiel,
when God breathed life into them and they lived. God
gives us life in all its fullness. Come close to God and
he will come close to you.
Where our sheep were was a valley full of stillness and
beauty, with mountains, wide open spaces, and views
of sunsets and sunrises, all for us to see if we are not
too busy to look. How much we miss, God created all
this, let him who has eyes to see, look at what God
has done - it is good. We watched buzzards, buntings,
stonechats, goldfinches, hawks, kestrels and lapwings,
we heard skylarks and in the late afternoon the haunting
cries of the curlews.
Lambing always involved Easter time. We have over
the last five years missed all the Easter services, but
if you have stock you have to be on hand to look after
it. Shepherds have from earliest records been classed
as the lowest of the low with regards to the church,
looked down upon because they were unable to attend
the festivals in the synagogues, and yet the angels
appeared to the shepherds first, in telling of Christ’s
birth, and they weren’t slow to respond.
I wonder if all the shepherds that were looking after their
flocks, left the mountain side to pay homage, or only a
few, and I bet when they returned even if they had left
the flock unattended, they would have found them all
safe. His could be another story, but I transgress.

The Life of Dennis.

W

e once again had a very
good attendance for our
meeting in July.
Our Speaker in the Church
hall was one of our Churchwardens, Dennis Brammer, (left).
Dennis started by telling us about his early
years. When he was 5 years old, his mother took
him to school. The next day she asked him if he
was ready for school - oh yes he was, and so
she replied with, “well, off you go on you know
the way. The school was Millhill infants and junior
school in Tunstall.
After moving house to Chell and joining Chell
Junior School he saw a little girl with pigtails.
Dennis said to himself, “I am going to marry her.”
He later moved to Chell Junior High School
where he again met the girl with pig tails, now
fourteen years old and no pig tails to be seen.
They became inseparable friends and at the age
of twenty the girl with pig tails became his wife,
that girl was Marilyn.
There were many happy memories and photo’s
as we saw him on holiday in his grandma’s caravan
in Rhyd-y-Foel and pictures in Colwyn Bay Park.
We also saw lots of photos’ of Marylin and
Dennis at the seaside. One such picture was
of Marilyn in a bikini at sixteen years old. (She
didn’t know he’d put that one in). There was also
a lovely picture of the couple with their daughter
Tracey as a baby and the puppy dog Prince.
Dennis had a long and diverse career. The best
way to show it is in a list….
1. Michelin apprentice engineer.
2. Staffordshire Police cadet/constable.
3. Staffordshire Fire Service.
4. West Midlands Fire Service.
5. Returned to Staffordshire brigade promoted
to Leading Fireman and then Sub Officer
6. Metropolitan Police (London).

7. Driving Instructor self employed.
8. NHS Urgent Care driver, call handler, receptionist.
9. Alton Towers Deputy Fire Officer.
10. Manchester airport baggage facility agent.
11. Norman Read lorry driver.
12 Various Undertakers bearer and driver.
13. J.C.B. Security Control Room.
Dennis’s first job was at the Michelin as an engineer
which he enjoyed but wanting action he joined the
Staffordshire Police Force as a Cadet and then constable.
This is where he saw his first post mortem of a man who
had died three months earlier and not in a good way.
During his time in the Police Service he was stationed
at Burslem, Tunstall, Hanley and then Headquarters
Traffic covering the M6, A5 and A38. These were good
times, except when they had ‘Form 12’. This was to write
a Coroners’ report following a death.
When Dennis was on ‘Night Duty’ he could be called
upon to open up the mortuary for the undertakers. The
mortuary had a very long room and once the night door
was open it was necessary to walk to the far end for the
light switch. It was fine whilst the Undertakers were there,
but after they had left, Dennis having turned out the lights
had to negotiate the room alone in the darkness which
he did rather quickly.
Dennis joined the Staffordshire Fire Service serving at
Stafford, Burton, Headquarters, Hanley, Longton and the
Training School and a year with the West Midlands Fire
Service working at Dudley and Wolverhampton. During
his time in the fire service he was awarded the ‘Serving
Brother of The Order Of St John, for his work in first aid
training. He also qualified as a driving instructor as a part
time job and once the fire service learned of this he was
then utilized within the Fire Service as an instructor having
attended courses in West Yorkshire Fire Service and a
six-week advanced instructors course at the Staffordshire
Police Driving school at Stafford.
Dennis joined the Metropolitan Police in London serving at Bow Street, Charring Cross and The Royal Palace
Division. We saw many photos of him on duty at such
landmarks as Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar Square and
Parliament Square. We were told that he had met many
celebrities and had his photo taken with Tommy Steel by
the Press. One day Dennis found a small Japanese boy
who was lost on The Mall close to Buckingham Palace.
Continued on the next page....
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The Life of Dennis continued....

Having taken the boy to the Police Station, Dennis
contacted the Japanese Embassy and asked if they
could establish details from the boy who could not
speak English. Having spoken at length to the child
the Embassy then spoke to Dennis. It transpired
that the boy was the son of an important Japanese
industrialist and therefore the Embassy sent a chauffer
driven car, together with the deputy Commissioner of
Japan to the Police Station. Dennis received a letter
of commendation from the Embassy.
Whilst on patrol in Shaftesbury Avenue early one
morning a man was seen lying on the pavement. The
man had stopped breathing and his heart had stopped.
Dennis together with a colleague gave mouth to mouth
resuscitation and heart massage. The paramedic arrived and attached items to the mans’ chest leading
to a monitor which showed no heart beat and so the
resuscitation continued. An ambulance arrived and
the man was taken to hospital where he remained
until his discharge a couple of weeks later. Dennis
was nominated for and given an award by the Royal
Humane Society for Saving a life.
Dennis also worked for North Staffs Urgent Care as
a driver, receptionist and call handler which entailed
taking a doctor out to non-urgent out of hours calls.
Some days, Dennis did 2-3 jobs to fit everything in.
Dennis enjoyed motor cycling and was a Black Belt in
Karate and a member of Newcastle Rotary Club where
he and Marilyn attended Conferences in Llandudno
and Southport. We saw some pictures of when they
won the fancy dress competition for giving a short
display of the Lambeth Walk from 'Me and My Gal'.
There is so much more I could tell you about the
Life of Dennis, but it would fill this magazine. If you
want to know more, just ‘grab’ him and I’m sure that
he will be pleased to tell you.
Our thanks to Dennis for such an interesting afternoon.
NEXT MEETING: We don’t have a meeting in August.
I wish you all ‘happy holidays’ and hope to see you
at our next meeting which starts at 2.00pm on September 7th. in the Church hall. Our speaker will
be Revd. Dr. David Beedon. David has had a very
interesting career, including time in the Navy and
working for the Prison Service. Please book the date!
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Wendy Burke/Dennis Brammer

I

The Transfiguration of
Jesus - 6th August

t’s an unusual story. One day, Jesus is with three
disciples on a high mountain in Galilee, when His
appearance dramatically changes. Also, Moses and
Elijah suddenly appear, and from a cloud comes the
voice of God. What is this all about?
This event was witnessed by James, Peter, and
John. They were close friends of Jesus. In the
future, they were to become prominent leaders in
the Early Church. They needed to see something
special that would help them remember Jesus in the
difficult years ahead. They had a glimpse of Christ
in His divine glory. His face shone like the sun and
His clothes turned white as light.
While this was an extraordinary sight for the
disciples, it served to encourage Jesus who once
had glory and majesty in Heaven. One day He would
have it again. But firstly, He had to fulfil His mission:
to suffer on the cross and die.
Why were Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus?
Moses was the giver of the Law and Elijah
represented all the prophets. They had pointed
people to the promised Messiah. Jesus was about
to complete God’s plan of salvation.
God’s voice was heard to remind Peter there was
no need to build shelters. They were not going to
stay on the mountain. God spoke to get the disciples
to fix their attention of Jesus. The wonder of the
Transfiguration was a short interlude before Jesus
had to return to His work and subsequent death on
the cross.
This story is a reminder that our times of spiritual
blessing have to be followed by down-to-earth
commitments and responsibilities. In the same
way that Jesus gave His friends a glimpse of His
awesome glory, to help them face challenging and
traumatic times ahead, our special times in His
presence are provided to encourage us and equip
us for the trials we may have to face.
Our journey through life may sometimes rise to the
peaks but we can’t stay on a ‘high’ all the time – no
matter how much we want it! We have to descend
to face everyday challenges if we are to fulfil our
calling in Christ. From our mountain-top experiences
we all need to find a balance between times alone
with God and serving Him in the company of others.

Take-a-Break

T

John the Baptist Wordsearch

his month, on the 29th, we remember John the
Baptist. By all accounts, he had a rough life. He
grew up in obscurity, lived in the desert on a diet of
bugs. He wore itchy camel hair. He worked in the
heat of the sun, constantly challenging people, and
wading in and out of muddy Jordan waters to baptise
many. Then he was arrested and kept in a reeking,
infested dungeon until one day they cut his head off.
Not much comfort in that life. Yet the Bible tells us
that of all the people in history, no one has even been
born who was as great as him. Why? Because of the
unique calling God gave him, which was to prepare
the way for the coming ministry of his Son, Jesus.
Jesus did not have an easy life, either.

Drink up...?
A minister was preaching on the dangers of

alcohol. He concluded by thundering: “And that is
why, if I had all the beer in the world, I'd take it and
pour it in the river. If I had all the wine in the world,
I'd take it and pour it in the river. And if I had all the
whiskey in the world, I'd take that as well, and pour it
in the river." Satisfied that he had made his point, he
sat down.
The music leader then stood up, and with a sheepish
grin announced: “Our closing hymn is on page 238:
‘Shall We Gather at the River’.”
A church newssheet contained the following typo:
The vicar is away on holiday for two weeks. Massages
can be given to the curate.

Medium Sudoku

Answers on page 16

John
Baptist
Rough
Obscurity
Desert
Bugs
Camel
Heat
Sun
Challenge
Muddy
Jordan
Arrested
Dungeon
Head
Cut
History
Great
Unique
prepare

Smile-A-While

"Due to our organist being on holiday, all of our
hymns will be sung to the tune of 'chop-sticks'."

Take-a-Break Blessing
It’s good to get away from noise
From chaos and from din,
To seek in solitude and peace
The beauty that’s within
To go into a quiet place
Where all is fresh and green,
And contemplate in silent calm
Great truths and things unseen.
The mysteries of the universe
The wisdom of the sage,
Or take some old and lovely thought
From a bygone age,
And meditate upon the good
The honest and the true,
This calms the mind and you will find
A blessing comes to you.
By Kathleen Gillum
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Academy Activities
St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy
As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be
Tel: 01782 91764

www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk

Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon)

Y6’s visit to Standon Bowers
Our Year 6 pupils enjoyed a fun-filled week at Standon Bowers in July. They
fully embraced new opportunities and made us proud. We wish all Year 6
pupils well as they move on to high school and the next stage in their lives.

St Giles’ and St George’s Academy would like to wish everyone
in the community a safe and enjoyable summer holiday and we
look forward to a new school year.
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Newcastle News

Castle House tel: 01782 717717
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

Borough Plaque is saved

The first coat of arms, officially granted in December
1951, featured several components including a red
castle, waves and fishes supported by black lions
holding scythes and fleurs-de-lis from the arms of the
Duchy of Lancaster. The Latin motto “prisca constantia”
means “ancient and loyal”, a statement which has been
associated with the borough for many years.
The design was later modified following the merger
of the Newcastle-under-Lyme Municipal Borough, the
Kidsgrove Urban District and the Newcastle-underLyme Rural District in 1974. The crest now depicts kids
in a grove of trees to represent the town of Kidsgrove.

A

plaque featuring the original coat of arms for
Newcastle-under-Lyme has been saved for future
generations following the demolition of an ageing
building.
A colourful plaque displaying the original official
symbol of Newcastle-under-Lyme has been saved
and preserved for future generations as a multi-million
regeneration scheme gathers pace.
The large, double sided sign – bearing the borough’s
first coat of arms which sat over the balcony of the former
Civic Offices in Merrial Street – is now in safe hands
following the demolition of the old Council headquarters
to make way for an ambitious redevelopment of the
Ryecroft.
The Council was keen to protect the symbolic object as
a visual reminder of part of the borough’s heritage for
years to come. It’s been cleaned and is now ready for a
new home which could include Brampton Museum, in
Brampton Park, or the town centre.

Blueprint plans for Ryecroft include residential newbuild, a multi-storey car park, open plazas and new
public space alongside better connections to the
residential areas at the north of the town centre. Aspire
Housing has announced plans to build a net zero
collaboration hub on part of the site.
The once-in-a-generation redevelopment of the
brownfield site has been made possible as a result of
the Council securing more than £11 million from the
Government’s Future High Streets Fund, which included
£7.3 million for Ryecroft.
Council Leader Simon Tagg said: “The demolition of the
Civic Offices is paving the way for a once in a lifetime
opportunity to transform the extended Ryecroft area
as part of our £11 million Future High Streets Fund
allocation. We’re very excited about the future but
I’m glad that it was possible to retain this little bit of
important history. Many residents had contacted me
about the possibility of preserving the crest so I am
pleased we have been able to do that.”
Courtesy of the Newcastle Borough web-site.
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More Newcastle News....

P

Farewell to the Churchyard
Entrance Bench & Bin

olice have stepped up patrols around the area of
St.Giles' in a bid to tackle drinking, drug-dealing
and anti-social behaviour following concerns from
local businesses.
Staffordshire Police has also secured the removal of
a bench (and bin), which were located at the righthand side of the entrance to the church, (see front
cover). The location had become a gathering point
for groups of trouble-makers. The move comes as the
force introduces a new policing model which sees the
town get its own, dedicated response officers based
in the town instead of Hanley.
Newcastle BID has raised concerns about crime
and anti-social behaviour in the town centre which,
together with a lack of police presence in the area,
has adversely affected the number of people visiting
the town. Police say they have increased patrols at
key times and are moving people away and carrying
out stop-and-searches.
Businesses based near the church said groups taking
drugs, shouting and drinking have proved intimidating
for shoppers. They welcomed the removal of the
bench from Church Street.
Under the new model there are 70 officers covering
Newcastle across five shifts, providing 24-hour
coverage for 999 calls. It is estimated there will be
14 to 15 PCs per response shift.
Newcastle neighbourhood sergeant Stephen
Windridge, said the officers would be based solely in
Newcastle, meaning they will have more knowledge
of the local problems. He said: “In terms of how that
looks for the town centre, we’re going to have a lot
more officers that are already in Newcastle so the
ability to respond to immediate incidents of public
order or issues on the town is going to be hugely
increased.”
●The bench at the Churchyard entrance had become
a magnet for anti-social behaviour affecting those
attending St.Giles'. Although not mentioned in the
press reports, Our clergy and Churchwardens have
been involved with discussions for it's removal and
requests for better policing. - Ed.
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Bigger Student Block Blocked

ew plans had been announced to turn a former NHS
drop-in and office block, Morston House, (the St.Giles
end of the Midway carpark), into student accommodation
consisting of 48 cluster bedrooms and 146 studios.
Consent had previously been granted to convert the lower
and upper ground floors into 31 student studio flats and the
upper four floors into 84 flats. The new plans would involve
a three-storey upward extension to the five-storey building,
along with a side extension to in-fill the gap between
Morston House and Midway Car Park, to provide even
more accommodation. The plans also included communal
rooms, a gym, laundry, cycle story and associated works
including landscaping.
However, at a recent Planning meeting, committee members
did not welcome the proposal. They also questioned the
demand for more student accommodation in the town
after a request was made to temporarily allow rooms to be
rented out to non-students at The Met, a 211-room facility
built on the site of the former Savoy Cinema and Metropolis
nightclub.
Councillor Mark Holland said the redevelopment would be
'disruptive to the skyline'. He added: “I have got some grave
reservations about this."
“I believe that the Met still benefits from a resolution of this
committee permitting the occupation of that monstrosity
by non-students. It has never been fully occupied by the
intended occupants.
Councillor Andrew Fear said: “Things that worry me include
the size and massing of this building. You are talking about a
five storey building and I tried to put in my mind’s eye three
extra storeys – you’re almost putting half as much again on
top of this building.
“This accommodation is designed for students. Nowadays
virtually all students have a motor car. Where are that extra
three storeys of parking going? If we don’t address that now
we are doing a major disservice to our town.”
Committee members voted to refuse permission for the
latest proposals. Reasons included lack of parking provision
for disabled students.
●KEEP FIT - National chain JD Gyms is opening a giant
24-hour North Staffordshire fitness centre on the site of
the former First Potteries bus depot opposite Sainsbury's.
Continued on the next page....

It is hoped that the gym will open in September.
Discounted membership is £14.99 for the first month
and £19.99-a-month after that. The new site will see
the closure of their Barracks road building.
● SEE THE SEA?- As the new Knutton Lane

Aspire Housing 'Holborn Place' development next to
Sainsbury's nears completion, perspective residents
were amazed to find that artists impressions on publicity
materials of the finished complex showed sea views
from it.

An Aspire representative replied “While you can’t
quite see the ocean from our upcoming Holborn Place
development, the rooftop terrace will offer an amazing
panoramic view of our historic town centre and beautiful
Staffordshire countryside - which we hope residents will
enjoy just as much."
●MORE? - The Italian 'Amore' restaurant, in Pepper

Street, is the latest restaurant to feel the impact of inflation
and it's future is uncertain.
With thanks to the Newcastle Borough web-site.

St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS

Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)
All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.
Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day

Time

Event / Meeting

Termtime
only

Information / Contact

Sunday
St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
Monday
6.00pm - 9.00pm
Rainbows & Guides
Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
✔
Monday
Monthly 7.30pm
Church Council
Rev Josh - Face to Face meetings
Tuesday
9.15am -11.30am
SSLA meeting
(4th week only)
Tuesday 12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Tuesday
6.00pm-8.00pm
Brownies
Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
✔
Wednesday 9.00am - 11.00am
Penny Richards (01782) 711631.
✔
Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group
Wednesday 1.10pm - 1.45pm
Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Oasis Communion Service
Wendy Burke (01782) 621430
Wednesday
2.00pm. First
St.Giles Fellowship Group
NOT AUGUST Wednesday of
Open to everyone
each month
Wednesday
7.30pm
Church Choir
Rev. Peter Nisbeck (01782) 662379
Thursday
10.00am - 12pm
Keep Fit Class
Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm
St.Thomas' Church open
Please check: (01782) 614847
Friday
9.00am - Noon
Church open
Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
Mini-Market
Friday
Coffee Bar
Penny Richards 07592 035386
Fortnightly only
Friday
Mini Market
Pat Lovatt
Friday
10.00am
Chapel Prayers
Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Friday
7.15pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Saturday 10.00am - 12 Noon St.Thomas' refreshments
2nd & 4th Saturdays only
Friday
Sunday

8.00pm &
10.30am

Bell-Ringing
St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton

John Maddison (01782) 853169
David Powell (01782) 714060

Page 15

August Calendars
3rd Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
Fellowship does not meet in August
5th Friday 9- Noon Coffee Morning and Mini Market
11.00 am Service at Mill Rise

Any changes to Government Covid
regulations may mean that changes have to
be made to the Services and events shown.

St.Thomas' Butterton
3rd Wednesday 1.00 pm Service for Doreen Beech

7th Eighth Sunday after Trinity
10.30 am Holy Communion

5th Friday
Golden Wedding Service for Rosie & David Brittain

9th Tuesday (Tuesdays Bible Studies as announced)

7th Eighth Sunday after Trinity
9.00 am Holy Communion

2.15 pm Service at Hempstalls Hall
10 Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
th

12th Friday 9 - noon: Coffee Morning
14th Ninth Sunday after Trinity
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am All Age Worship
12.30 pm Holy Baptism
16th Tuesday Closing date for Parish News items

13th Saturday 10 am - Noon: Coffee Morning
14th Ninth Sunday after Trinity
9.00 am Holy Communion
21st Tenth Sunday after Trinity
9.00 am Holy Communion
27th Saturday 10 am - Noon: Coffee Morning
28th Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
9.00 am Holy Communion

17th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
19th Friday 9 - Noon: Coffee Morning and Mini Market

Take-a-Break Answers

20th Saturday 4.00 pm Wedding
21st Tenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30 am Holy Communion
24th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
26th Friday 9 - Noon: Coffee Morning and Mini Market
27 Saturday 2.30 pm Wedding
th

28th Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
8.00 am Oasis Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
29th Monday 2.15 pm   Service at Rowan Court
31st Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
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September's
Issue
Closing
Date:Tuesday,
August 16th.
We are always very
grateful for articles
and photo's to
publish in
Parish News.
All items to:pitstowm@aol.com

