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The Rector               
writes...

70 years. 

Her Majesty is now the longest reigning 
monarch in British history. She is now the 

third longest reigning monarch of all time. It 
is an astonishing achievement. Perhaps it is 
time to then reflect on the great changes that 
have happened in that period?

At the start of Elizabeth II’s reign, Britain 
was beginning to recover from the horrors of 
the Second World War; rationing had only just 
stopped; towns and cities were beginning to 
be rebuilt (though children were still playing 
in the bomb wreckage). Yet at the same time, 
Britain was a powerhouse: despite its loss of 
India, it had an empire which stretched the 
globe. The previous Labour government under 
Attlee had dreams of turning the British Empire 
into the third superpower, alongside the USA 
and USSR. Immigration had mainly come 
from Ireland at this point. Britain was still an 
outwardly Christian nation (even though the 
cracks had begun to show, as we can see from 
baptism records at the time). Homosexuality 
was outlawed; though women now had the 
vote, it was still seen as ‘a man’s world’; the 
lack of health and safety laws meant that many 
would go on in later years to suffer grievous 
injuries; racism was still largely acceptable; 
radio, rather than television, was the medium of 
communication; although there had been great 
advances, medical science was nowhere near 
as affective as it is now. The list could go on.

Seventy years later, although Britain remains 
a global power – indeed, it has a permanent 
seat on the UN! – it no longer has an empire. 
Simply put, it was too expensive. Even the 
United Kingdom itself beginning to fray – how 
long will Scotland and Northern Ireland remain 
in the Union? Some towns and cities have 
flourished through the new financial economy 
(think Manchester, Birmingham, Liverpool, 
and Leeds). Others have fallen into gradual 
disarray through deindustrialisation – our own 

Potteries immediately spring to mind. We are now, without 
doubt, a multicultural nation. As a teenager once said to 
me when I asked him what his favourite food was, ‘I like 
British foods most – like pizza and curry.’ Traditional forms 
of Christianity such as Anglicanism and Methodism are 
fasting declining; newer forms such as Pentecostalism are 
quickly taking their place. Nevertheless, in possibly one of 
the most unreported changes, Britain has become one of 
a handful of deeply secular countries, alongside Estonia, 
Holland, Japan, Sweden, the Czech Republic, North Korea, 
Norway and Belgium, just at the point when the rest of the 
world is rapidly getting more religious. Gay pride celebra-
tions are ubiquitous; we’ve had two female Prime Ministers; 
risk assessments are the bane of every organisation’s life; 
racism is deeply unacceptable; the internet is fast overtak-
ing television as the medium of communication; medical 
science is now able to treat illnesses which would have 
been death sentences just twenty years ago – yes, much 
has changed.

I wonder how Her Majesty feels as she observes the 
great changes in her realm? Some she may be grateful 
for, others less so, other perhaps bewildered by. I suppose 
that is the same for all of us. Certain things have remained 
the same: the national drink is still a cup of tea; the roast 
dinner is very popular; the Church of England is still es-
tablished; parliament remains dominated by Conservative 
and Labour; the Archers is still a radio regular! There are 
many things the same. But in the middle of all this change, 
I am struck by a line in Her Majesty’s coronation liturgy. 
There is a point when the Dean of Westminster delivered 
into the Queen’s right hand the Orb with the Cross, and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury said:

‘Receive this Orb set under the Cross
And remember that the whole world
Is subject to the Power and Empire
Of Christ our Redeemer.’

It is a reminder that despite the many, many changes that 
impact our world – some good, some bad, some simply be-
wildering – there is one thing that can never change: Christ 
is King. We have celebrated this recently in Holy Week and 
Easter; we will celebrate it again on Ascension Day and 
Pentecost: Christ won the victory upon the Cross. Whatever 
happens, whatever changes may take place, Christ remains 
the same, yesterday, today and always. Christ is the true 
King who will bring all things to completion and fulfilment 
on the last day. That is something that I imagine to which 
Her Majesty would say a very hearty, ‘Amen’.
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From the Editor....

A Thought for the Month

Our Front Cover

Michael Pitstow

The world is the first Bible that God made 
for the instruction of man. 

 Clemens Alexandrinus

A Prayer For June
Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the beauty of the world you created, so 
evident in this lovely month of June.
We bring before you, in prayer, those events going on in 
the world which are so difficult to understand. We pray for 
all your children who are suffering in any way, especially 
those affected by war. Please, Lord, comfort them, assure 
them of your presence - and deliver them from evil. 
May we appreciate each day which you have made. Help 
us to rejoice and be glad in the gift of each new day - and 
to trust you for all our tomorrows, knowing that in you 
alone is our security. In Jesus’ name. Amen

A Prayer For Your Servant Elizabeth
Gracious God, we give You thanks for the reign 
of Your servant Elizabeth our Queen, and for the 
example of loving and faithful service which she 
has shown among us.
Help us to follow her example of dedication and 
to commit our lives to You and to one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

The St.Giles churchyard becomes a part of 
the Royal Jubilee Green Canopy - see page 6.

Welcome to our special Royal Platinum 
Jubilee edition of Parish News, which 

includes celebration items, as well as many 
other items which I hope you will enjoy reading.
Our 'What's On' pages feature a variety events 
in various locations, including the Jubilee 
celebrations taking place in Newcastle's 
Guildhall, at which our Rector is taking a special 
role. We also report on a "Royal' addition to our  
Churchyard and on the recent Mega Sale.
Our new 'Fellowship Group' has started well, 
but new members are always very welcome. 
'Members' is not quite accurate, as it's not 
a club, but just a group of people who enjoy 
fellowship together, with just a simple admission 
charge of £1 for a drink and a biscuit during the 
afternoon. Details of its June and forthcoming 
meetings are on page 8.
It's pleasing to see the numbers of children 
slowly increasing at our Morning Services. 
Details of activities for them are on the 'What's 
On' pages and extra help is urgently needed.
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Children's Activities
St.Giles' Monthly Pattern
First Sunday: SHINE

Second: All-Age
Third: SHINE

Fourth: LIGHTHOUSE
URGENT: If YOU can help, 

please contact Jean Buckley or 
the Rector.

What's On - 1
Come and join us .....

Join our NEW 
group...

Our next meeting -
Wednesday, 

1st June, at 2.00pm, 
in our hall. 

Desert Island Discs
by Wendy Burke 

Please remember our NEW START 
TIME and book the date. We look 
forward to seeing you. Admission £1.

(See page 8)

St.Giles' Friday
Coffee Bar

EVERY Friday
9am - 12 noon

Serving hot drinks and biscuits, 
toasted teacakes and buttered toast.

+ Mini-Market
Alternate weeks
Lot's of bargains

        St Thomas’ 
  Open Mornings

10am -12 noon 
on the 2nd & 4th Saturday 
Why not have a trip out to

Butterton and enjoy a 
peaceful Saturday morning 

with light refreshments.

Our LENT COURSE 
is back!

What we Believe (and 
why we believe it)

A six week course at 
7.30pm on Thursdays. 

June 9th, 16th, 
23rd, & 30th 

and July 7th & 14th

HEADSTONE 
& MEMORIAL SURVEY

This important project resumes on Fridays 
from 10th June 10am-12pm - Interested? 

Please contact Penny or Laurie Bailey 
lvbailey@hotmail.co.uk
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What's On - 2
Celebrate the Jubilee ....

Celebrate the Royal Jubilee
St.Giles' is not holding any special celebration events over the actual 

weekend, but you are encourged to support local events.

We will be holding a Civic Jubilee Mayor's Service at 10.30am on 
June 26th, which we invite you to attend.

Our Rector will be taking part in a re-enactment in the Guildhall (see 
below) on Saturday 4th, as Archbishop of Canterbury.
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       What's Gone: April 24th.
   St.George's Day Parade & Tree Planting

What is The Queen’s Green Canopy?

The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting 
initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 

2022 which invites people from across the United Kingdom to 
“Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”.
Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girlguiding groups, 
villages, cities, counties, schools and corporates will be 
encouraged to play their part to enhance our environment by 
planting trees  across the country. With a focus on planting 
sustainably, the QGC will encourage planting of trees to create 
a legacy in honour of The Queen’s leadership of the Nation, 
which will benefit future generations. 
As well as inviting the planting of new trees, The Queen’s Green 
Canopy will dedicate a network of 70 Ancient Woodlands across 
the United Kingdom and identify 70 Ancient Trees to celebrate 
Her Majesty’s 70 years of service. 

A Prayer 
God our creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the 
heart of the earthly paradise. As we plant this tree to remind 
us of our Queen’s long and loyal service, fill our hearts with 
the joy of the salvation which your Son Jesus Christ won 
for us on the cross, who is alive and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever.  Amen.

Our 'Green Team' Leader, Laurie Bailey writes...

The tree contributing to the Queen's Green Canopy planted 
in St.Giles's churchyard during the Service, was supplied by 

Newcastle-under-Lyme Council. When they delivered it they said 
it was a ’Sorbus’. There are many sorbus varieties but it looks like 
a Sorbus aria or Whitebeam ( beam is Saxon for tree so don’t 
call it a whitebeam tree ). We’ll get a tree expert to identify it in 
due course. It has silvery foliage, white flowers, and red fruits 
in the autumn. A plaque is being prepared to commemorate the 
Jubilee and a second plaque will commemorate the St George’s 
Day scout parade and planting by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant 
of Staffordshire and the youngest Beaver Scout group member, 
(see front cover). The Scouts were led by District Commisioner 
Vera Bloor, and the service was led by Reverend Peter Nisbeck.
The tree was blessed in church before being planted in the 
Churchyard. When mature it will reach 10-15metres in height.
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✟ Her Majesty the Queen 
and all the Royal Family.
✟ All those suffering due 
to war and violence.

✟ All those who are sick or in pain.
✟ All those who have lost loved ones 
following the shooting at the Obb Elementary 
School in the city of Uvalde, America.
✟ All those having financial worries.

On Saturday 7th May the St Giles Mini-
Market stalls held a MEGA SALE of 

all the excess items that had accumulated  
over the Lockdown period.   A lovely sunny 
day brought in lots of customers; so there 
was plenty of  activity and hustle and bustle  
in the church hall.  A variety of stalls all 
selling items at bargain prices; and  for 
the first time a Plant stall which proved 
very successful.

The results from the Stalls:-
The Pound stall                  £17-50
Bargains                             £17-30
Books                                 £18-74     
Jigsaws, Records             £47-00           
Fancy Goods                   £100-00 
Plants  stall                      £240-05
Refreshments                    £79-41

A very BIG thank you to everyone who 
helped on the Stalls; not forgetting the 
lovely refreshments served from the 
kitchen. £512 was raised on the day, but 
the total is now just over £600, following 
additional sales. Many thanks to all who 
supported our Sale.

  Pat Lovatt

                        What's Gone:
                 May 7th.

Photo's: D.Brammer
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We had another wonderful attendance for our 
second meeting.

Our Speaker at our May 4th meeting was Ian Taylor, 
who had given talks before, and so we knew it was 
going to be good.
Ian told us that he left the Army in 1968 and wanted 
something different to do, and so he decided to drive 
lorries halfway across the world. You need to be a very 
brave person to do this. His first trip was to Bagdad 
and he was given just three weeks notice to prepare 
for the 4.5 thousand mile trip. You need to know how 
the engine etc works, because if it brakes down, there’s 
only you to repair it! The road to Bagdad wasn’t easy, 
made difficult by wars and politics etc.  He had to cross 
approximately 11 countries and 23 custom points.
Ian has also travelled to Ankara through the Taurus 
mountains and onto Syria, Jordan and Sadi Arabia.
Once the lorries had been emptied at their final 
destination, they didn’t usually pick-up another load 
until Turkey on the return trip. This could involve hazel 
nuts for Fry’s chocolate and also tea, as they were big 
producers.
When we had the Suez Canal problem, and nothing 
was allowed through, the drivers had to find alternative 
routes. Going by sea took too long and air was too 
expensive, which meant that they had no alternative 
but to travel huge extra distances over land.
Ian told us that there were hundreds of lorries going 
over every day.
The one word Ian didn’t like hearing was, “Problem”, as 
he knew what it REALLY meant - the officials wanted 
money before they would stamp the documents, or let 
them go through the check point to continue with their 
journey.
All the drivers worked together to help each other in 
any way they could, from digging lorries stuck in mud 
or sand, or even sharing meals. It was surprising to 
learn that they could cook substantial meals, either 
outside or inside their cab - even frying chips. The lorry 
‘cabs’ were fitted out with all kinds of various ‘living’ 
essentials enabling the drivers to ‘live’ in their lorries if 
accommodation wasn’t available.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 
1st June at 2.00pm in our Church hall.

It will be a ‘Desert Island Discs’, presented by 
myself, (Wendy). It will be a little bit like the radio 

version, but a bit shorter and our own version. As this 
is our first such meeting, I volunteered and I hope 
that others will follow. Admission is £1 and everyone 
is very welcome to join us.

Future Meetings
July 6th - Ian Bentley, Bood Bikers 
Sept 7th - Rev. David Beedon ·  
Oct 5th - Julie Green, Red Cross  
Nov 2nd - Dennis Brammer  
Dec 7th - Advent Carol Party

RIGHT: Dorothy 
Pitstow with her 

Birthday cake

After the talk, we were shown part of an old BBC video 
documentary, entitled, “The Road to Doha” which helped 
us to understand the difficulties encountered by long 
distance lorry drivers some years ago.
We had a lovely afternoon and we thank Ian for such an 
interesting talk.
Just before the video, 
we had a ‘refreshment’ 
break, in which we had 
a surprise birthday 
celebration for Dorothy 
Pitstow, who was to 
be 96 years old later 
in  the  month .  We 
had a special cake 
and all sang, “Happy 
Birthday”, which was 
much appreciated.

THANK YOU - Dorothy Pitstow wishes to thank 
everyone for their Birthday cards, presents and good 
wishes, which were all such a wondeful surprise, and 
especially the lovely cake made by Wendy Burke and 
Margaret Sutton which we all enjoyed.

Wendy Burke
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The Rectory   May 1953
My dear Friends,
There have been many Coronation Services in the long history of 
the British Crown, but I doubt if any of them were celebrated with 
greater or more widespread rejoicing than that which will mark 
the ceremony of 2nd June. It will be a day of great pageantry and 
rejoicing, but we may be sure, thank God, that for the Queen herself 
it will be a most solemn event, for, as she herself has reminded us, 
she will be renewing the act of  self-dedication she made on her 
21st birthday. She will be pledging her allegiance to God, and in 
the Holy Communion will be receiving from Him the strength to 
make good her vow.
We shall be able to follow the greater part of the Service in the 
Abbey by means of the wireless or television, and it ought to mean 
something very deep and real to us. Do not let us regard it as a 
mere spectacle, but as a solemn religious service in which we are 
taking part with those assembled in the Abbey, and, above all, let 
us recall our Queen’s own words- “You will be keeping Coronation 
Day as a holiday; but I want to ask you all, whatever your religion 
may be, to pray for me on that day-to pray that God may give me 
wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be 
making,  and that I may faithfully serve Him, and you, all the days 
of my life.” Happy is the  nation with a Sovereign who speaks to 
us in such noble words.
In response to the Queen’s invitation that we should pray for her 
and help her to ‘make good’ her vow by sharing it with her, I hope 
we shall all attend at least one of  the Services on Coronation 
Sunday, 31st May, and that Communicants will attend the Holy 
Communion on 2nd June, at 8 a.m., at St.Giles’ or St. Andrew’s.
At St.Giles’ there will be a Civic Service, attended by the Mayor 
and Corporation at 3.00pm, on May 31st, and an Intercession 
Service on the eve of the Coronation at 7.30pm.

Yours sincerely

The Queen's Coronation remembered - Part 1
Queen 

Elizabeth II 
wearing her 
Coronation 
robes and 

regalia.
(Library and 
Archives of 

Canada)

Coronation Bells
The Bell Tower Master in 
charge of the Westminster 
Abbey bells on the day of 
the Coronation was Harold 
Pitstow, father of Dennis 
Pitstow, who was a Church 
Warden and bell ringer 
at St.Giles, and father of 
Michael Pitstow.

Who?
The June 1953 edition of the 
magazine featured an advert for 
a Bring & Buy at the Rectory. How 
many of these names/people do 
you remember?
Opener: Mrs. Neil Harrison.
Chairmen: D.H.Bates, Esq.
Crockery: Mrs. Sambrook & Miss 
Whittaker.
Produce: Mesdames;Emery, 
Hughes, Midgley, Robinson, 
Weightman and Miss Timmis.

No Social Events
 Unfortunatley, I can not 
find any mention of any 
social events taking place 
at the Church to mark the 
occassion.

Congregation member Joanne Bentley has been exploring 
some 1953 editions of the 'Monthly Magazine of the Parish 
Church of Newcastle-under-Lyme'.

As we celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee, I wondered how 
the 1953 Coronation had been celebrated at St.Giles'. In his June 
'Rectors Letter', (below), Rev. Cuthbert John Watkins M.A., Implies 
that it should be celebrated with great solemnity.
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 What kind of Queen?

Traditional images of monarchy portray 
power, status, and superiority over 

other people. In biblical times, monarchs 
were to be feared.  When teaching His 
disciples about leadership, Jesus said, 
“The kings of the Gentiles (pagans) lord 
it over them; and those in authority over 
them are called benefactors.” A benefactor was a 
conspicuously generous person who acted in a way 
that made the recipient feel obligated. 
All this was in complete contrast to Christ’s own 
style, which was to act like a servant. This radical 
stance was adopted by the young Princess Elizabeth, 
when she promised the British Commonwealth, “I 
declare before you all that my whole life whether 
it be long or short shall be devoted to your service 
…”. It was just the same when she became Queen 
in 1952.  Queen Elizabeth has consciously and 
deliberately applied Christ’s teaching to her reign for 
70 years.  She has outlived scores of leaders, some 
with ambitions beyond their abilities, and a few with 
delusions of grandeur. Her ideals have outlasted 
theirs. Consistent, determined, charming, and single-
minded, she has held before her the model of Christ, 
washing His disciples’ feet.    
Those closest to her also speak of the Queen’s 
sense of humour. It emerged publicly at the opening 
ceremony of the 2012 Olympic Games in London, 
when she took part in a spoof scene with James Bond, 
before seemingly parachuting into the Stadium.
This year we celebrate her Majesty’s Platinum 
Jubilee. Over 50 countries will light beacons on 
2nd June to start four days of events: a spectacular 
pageant, a live concert at Buckingham Palace, Jubilee 
lunches and street parties across the nation, plus 
a nationwide bake-off competition to create a new 
‘platinum pudding’.  
From the northernmost tip of Scotland to the 
Channel Islands and beyond, 848 public events are 
planned, plus 1,171 parties or private events. 
So popular is Britain’s monarch, that there are calls 
to perpetuate the occasion with a new public holiday 
each year. This month we shall sing, ‘God save the 
Queen’ with more gusto than ever.

The Revd Richard Higginbottom 
looks at the meaning of ‘platinum’

‘Little Silver’

If you have ever had chemotherapy, or 
a heart pacemaker installed, you will 

be particularly grateful for the properties 
of platinum. 

Platinum compounds disrupt the multiplication of 
cancerous cells, and the properties of platinum itself (its 
resistance to corrosion and tarnishing) make it particularly 
suitable for electrical contacts in pacemakers.
But platinum has other properties which make it a topical 
subject. 
The word ‘Platinum’ comes from the Spanish for ‘little 
silver’ (‘plata’ meaning silver, as in the River Plate in 
Argentina.) Platinum is very rare. It is much rarer than 
gold. It is therefore very precious and has generally been 
more expensive than gold.
Platinum is used to make the International Standard 
Weights and Measures. The International Standard 
Kilogram is made from platinum alloys which can be 
relied upon not to vary over time. Platinum is a very dense 
metal. It is denser than pure gold. It carries a great deal 
of ‘gravitas.’
Platinum is what scientists call a ‘Noble Metal’ – because 
it can withstand almost any chemical attack. It is the least 
reactive of all metals.
All these characteristics apply well to our much-loved 
Queen. She is ‘petite and silver’, she has ‘gravitas’, and 
she has remained untarnished over a very long period 
of time, despite having been in constant contact with all 
manner of people.
The Queen is a very rare person indeed, and very precious 
to our nation, setting the highest reliable standards of 
public service and carrying with her immense gravitas 
and unquestionable nobility. 
The Queen’s Imperial State Crown is made of gold, silver 
and, appropriately enough, platinum, and decorated with 
many precious stones. As the first British monarch to 
celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, she wears it well.

We thank God for her, and for her qualities that have made 
her so special. God Save our Noble Queen!
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Pentecost took place on 
the well-established 

Jewish festival of First 
Fruits, which was observed 
at the beginning of the 
wheat harvest. It was seven 
weeks after Easter, or 50 
days including Easter.
A feast day to celebrate 
t he  coun t r y ’s  whea t 
harvest does not sound 
exactly world-changing, 
but that year, it became 
one of the most important 
days in world history. For 
Pentecost was the day that 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - 
the day the Church was born.
Jesus had told His disciples that something big was going to happen, 
and that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to 
Galilee. Jesus had plans for His disciples, but He knew they could 
not do the work themselves. They would need His help.
And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with His other 
followers, for many days. And then on that fateful morning there was 
suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame 
flickered on their heads, and they began to praise God in many 
tongues, to the astonishment of those who heard them. The curse 
of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was dramatically reversed that morning.     
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers 
of Jesus. The Church was born. The Christians were suddenly full of 
life and power, utterly different from their former fearful selves. The 
change in them was permanent.
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning, 
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the face of 
possible death was in marked contrast to the man who had denied 
Jesus 50 days before.  And 3,000 people responded, were converted, 
and were baptised. How’s that for fast church growth!
Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted 
in this world. All through the Old Testament there are accounts of how 
God’s Spirit guided people and strengthened them. But now, because 
of Christ’s death and resurrection, He could be permanently present 
in them. From now on, every Christian could have the confidence 
that Jesus was with them constantly, through the indwelling of His 
Holy Spirit.

Sunday, 5th June: The Day of Pentecost, Whit Sunday
Spirit of God

(Gen 1:2,2 Tim 3:16, Mk 1:8, Acts 2)

Dancing with the Father
And the Son
In beginning the beginning,
You were there
Spirit of God,
Breath of life,
Creator.

Revealing words and wisdom
To prophets and apostles,
To scribes and editors,
You were there
In discernment,
Spirit of God,
Inspirer.

Filling with life and power,
With truth and courage,
Overwhelming with love and praise,
You were there 
At Pentecost,
Spirit of God,
Enabler.

Longing to come,
To dance, to reveal,
To fill, to overwhelm,
To create and inspire and enable,
Spirit of God,
You are here
In fullness.

Baptise us.

By Daphne Kitching (Parish Pump).

Celebrate at St.Giles'
8.00 am Holy Communion

10.30 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Shine in the Hall

Celebrate at St.Thomas'
9.00 am Holy Communion
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Off to the Peaks...

Forty six years in the meat trade and forty years 
in qualified nursing, combined:- for what? My 

husband had retired early and I was part time at a 
nursing residential home for the elderly, due to retire 
in the near future. So when the opportunity came up 
to buy piece of land in the Derbyshire Peak District, 
we could see no difficulties.  We then bought 64 
swaledale Ewes and two tups as we were told that 
sheep didn't need much looking after.  How naive 
and green we were.....

The Good Shepherd
by Judith Thompson

Part 12

When the ewes expecting twins or triplets lamb out-
side we watch and give assistance if necessary, 

and then bring them into the barn, into the individual 
hurdled pens, this sounds easy, sometimes it is, but 
usually you have a real battle. 
Swaledale ewes make brilliant mothers most of the 
time, they are very protective, and bringing them in 
involves lifting their lambs, after the lambs have had 
their first drink, by checking the lambs bellies, and then 
going backwards with the lambs facing their mothers,  
slowly reversing backwards towards the barn, bleating 
as you proceed, stopping at intervals if necessary so 
that the mother can sniff her lambs and be content that 
all is ok, then proceed for another 40 or 50 yards. At 
times the mother will attack you, running at your legs 
with her horns. At other times she may be confused 
and go back to where she lambed, and 
you will have to start all over again.  At 
times you could take an hour to bring 
them all safely in especially if the ewe 
is a Hogg shearling, a juvenile ewe 
having her first lamb, she doesn’t know 
what it’s all about.  There was one oc-
casion when we lambed a shearling, 
after attempting to corner her in 
various parts of the field.  Tom got her 
down and eventually managed to birth 
her, when it is their first lambing, the 

birth canal is very tight, and there is not much room for 
manoeuvres, eventually we achieved two live lambs, 
which we presented to the ewe as she was lying on 
her side in the field for her to lick, this is all part of the 
bonding process and to improve the blood circulation 
warming up the lamb.  
All necessary parts to mothering, and putting the lamb 
to the teat stimulates milk production, but this young 
mother was having nothing of it, she just got up, looked 
at the lambs and walked off, absolutely baffled, as 
much as to say, “what’s this, he didn’t say anything 
about this, I just thought it was a one night stand”.  We 
were amazed at this reaction, eventually we had to drag 
her in and put her in the pen made larger giving her 
more room to move around so that the lambs weren’t 
stepped on,  I held her while the lambs sucked and 
eventually she licked them.  
Eventually she did take to them but she wasn’t the 
best of mums.  She was given an antibiotic injection to 
prevent infection, because a foreign body, Toms hand 
had been inside the uterus and could cause massive 
infection, all the ewes thus treated are injected as a 
matter of course.  We also make a note of the dropping 
of the afterbirth, if this is retained it begins to smell and 
can cause problems, so antibiotics are used and if it 
is not evacuated within a few days the vet has to be 
called to remove it, we have never had this problem, 
but we have had a few that have taken a few days, if 

you pull them out it can cause a haem-
orrhage so be patient and wait.  As we 
attempt to bring the ewes in with their 
lambs, I am reminded of the way we 
kick and scream inwardly at the Lord 
when we don’t want to go through that 
narrow gate, that leads to life, but the 
Lord knows what is good for us, just as 
we are trying to fetch the sheep in for 
their own good.  Forgive us Lord for our 
lack of trust. 

More next month.Swaledale sheep
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On The Ropes ......
During the repairs to the North side of the storm 

damaged Church tower downspout, it was noticed 
that the other guttering 'hopper' at the top had moved 
slightly, which meant that an area on the south side had 
to be sealed due to health and safety worries, and it 
needed to be closely examined, to discover the extent 
of any damage and what repairs would be required.
To enable the first downspout repairs to be carried out, 
a huge scaffolding tower was errected alongside of the 
tower to give the workmen access to it and enable a 
new downspout to be fitted down to the roof level. This, 
(as shown in our previous issue), was a huge operation, 
both in cost and, (despite all their best efforts), caused 
disruption to the car paking area.
This time a different approach was used, saving the 
expense and operation of building a large scaffolding 
tower.
We employed a firm of Tunstall Steeple-jacks who very 
quickly managed to install a new downspout on to the 
tower.

What Goes Up...  Last month we reported the sad tale of the falling scaffolding pole which caused considerable 
damage to our Church Warden, Dennis Brammer's car, whilst parked in the Churchyard. Dennis reports that the 
car still has a head-ache, but the windows have been repaired, and the repair of the bodywork is expected next 
month. We wish his car (and him) a speedy recovery.

Photos: Above: Pat Lovatt
Others: M.Pitstow

The new completed downspouts. 
The firm will carry out a survey of the 

tower at a later date.
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Jubilee Take-a-Break   

Smile-A-While

Majesty
Queen
First
British 
Monarch
Platinum
Jubilee
Seventy
Years
Service
United 
Kingdom

Realms
Commonwealth
Celebrations
Birthday
Parade
Trooping 
Colour
Soldiers
Horses
Buckingham
Palace
Balcony

The Bishop had a plan to clean up 
churchyards and celebrate the Jubilee.

Parish Pump contributor Nigel Beeton writes: 
There will be pages and pages of text looking 
at the Jubilee and Her Majesty’s reign from all 
angles. But hang on – we may have overlooked a 
very important angle on the Jubilee!!!

A (Royal) Dog’s Life
We dogs, who live with royal folk
Who feel Her Maj’s royal stroke;
We like to hear important talk
Of dinner time, and our next walk.
 
But lately there’s been so much rushing
People bowing, people fussing.
Trumpets blare and soldiers shout
What is all the noise about?
 
No-one thinks of corgis’ needs
Like, where’s our bone, and where’s our leads?
We’re not allowed a doggy romp
‘Midst all the pageantry and pomp!
 
Adding to our canine woes
They all wear their finest clothes,
So we’re all stuck behind closed doors
Lest we might smudge them with our paws.
 
But things will come to settle down.
It’s life, when Mistress wears a crown;
Yes, it will pass, you all will see
This business of the Jubilee.
 
So, we shall wag our doggy tails!
Be happy, like the Prince of Wales!
We think the Boss has done just fine
Being Queen for all this time!

By Nigel Beeton
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St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy
As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be  

Tel: 01782 91764   www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk     Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon) 

 Y5 Dovedale Retreat 
 

Y5 enjoyed a visit to Dovedale this 
month. As part of their retreat, 
children stayed in Dovedale House 
and took part in games, a strenuous 
walk, prayers and a visit to the 
local church.  

Academy Activities
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Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

●ST. JOHN'S RETURN - Ecclesiastical Insurance 
have confirmed that the grade II listed church of 
St.John the Evangelist in Trent Vale will be restored 
following the recent fire,  but it has been described 
as a 'long and complex project'. Church Services 
are being held at the nearby St.John's Community 
Centre whilst the restoration takes place.
●ELECTION RESULTS - Following the local 
elections on May 5th, Voters in the Borough have 
returned the Conservative Party to power in the 
borough, with a majority of 25 wards to 19.

●MUSEUM COUNCIL EVENTS - The Council is 
launching an exciting three-year events programme 
in new space at the Brampton Museum thanks to 
lottery funding. Residents and visitors can enjoy new 
and enriching experiences at the Brampton Museum. 
The Council’s heritage and cultural gem is hosting a 
series of regular events in new space created as part 
of a redevelopment scheme to attract new audiences 
and boost well-being.
For more information about the new events, and 
to pre-book, please visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/
brampton-museum
●ART SHOP CLOSURE - A popular art supplies 
shop is closing down after 15 years. Terry Hunt, of  
Hartshill, is shutting the retail side of his Liverpool 
Road business - 'Jollies Arts', based in the former 
Worthingtons electrical building in Newcastle.  But he 
will continue to hold art classes at the Liverpool Road 
premises, and the artists’ studios above the shop.
●GOOD PUB FOOD - A new eatery based inside 
a popular Newcastle pub is impressing diners with 
its ‘simple food done well’. Bullish Boys, which can 
be found inside The Jug in Bridge Street, is making 
a name for itself with its range of burgers, hot dogs, 
chicken, specials and loaded fries.

Continued on the next page....

The Queen's Baton comes to Newcastle

The Newcastle area is on the route that the Queen’s Baton 
Relay will take in the lead-up to the Commonwealth 

Games. The Baton is set to travel the length and breadth 
of England for a total of 29 days, before culminating at the 
Opening Ceremony for Birmingham 2022 on 28 July 2022.
Kicking off on Thursday 2 June, the Baton will spend four 
days in London, coinciding with the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Weekend. The Baton will then resume the 
international journey and return to England on Monday 4 
July to commence a 25-day tour of the regions.
On Thursday 18 July Newcastle-under-Lyme will officially 
welcome the Baton. A busy schedule of activities and events 
are planned for the Queen’s Baton, with opportunities to 
highlight untold stories from Baton bearers who are striving 
for change in their community.
The Baton’s first visit will be to Keele University and, to 
mark the occasion, children from around 10 local primary 
schools will visit the sports facilities on campus, where year 
five and six children will take part across different sporting 
activities in an informal multi sport competition, celebrating 
the spirit of camaraderie and sportsmanship embodied by 
the Games.
Moving on to Belong Heritage Gallery, the Baton route 
activities will include a Philip Astley Circus Celebration. 
Belong’s CEO, Martin Rix, said: “We’re really excited to be 
part of this historic occasion. It couldn’t be more fitting that 
we’ll have the opportunity to showcase Newcastle-under-
Lyme’s heritage as the original home of modern circus, 
and residents, colleagues and local school children are all 
looking forward to joining in the spectacle as the Queen’s 
Baton follows its route through the Belong village and 
heritage gallery.”
For the events in Kidsgrove, members of the Harecastle 
Tunnel and Trent and Mersey Canal, Canal and River 
Trust have organised a unique adventure for the Baton, as 
it is carried on a narrowboat along the canal. This will be 
followed by a themed programme of activities with local 
schools and members of the community.
The final visit for the Baton will be to Newchapel Pump 
Track, where local schoolchildren and members of the 
local community will take part in cycling and sports events.

Between 40 and 130 Batonbearers will carry the 
Baton each day, each with inspiring backgrounds and 
stories, will have the honour of carrying the Baton 
during the journey through England, including those 
nominated in recognition of their contributions to their 
local community, whether that be in sport, education, 
the arts, culture or charity.
One of the chosen Batonbearers is St.Giles 
member Gill Powell. More on this next month.
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     With thanks to the Newcastle Borough web-site.

St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS
Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)

All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.

Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church 
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid 
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day Time Event / Meeting Termtime
only Information / Contact

Sunday St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
Monday 6.00pm - 9.00pm Rainbows & Guides ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
Monday Monthly 7.30pm Church Council Rev Josh - Face to Face meetings
Tuesday 9.15am -11.30am SSLA meeting (4th week only)
Tuesday 12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Tuesday 6.00pm-8.00pm Brownies ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904

Wednesday 9.00am - 11.00am Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group

✔ Penny Richards (01782)  711631.

Wednesday 1.10pm - 1.45pm Oasis Communion Service Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Wednesday

* NEW *
2.00pm. First 
Wednesday of 

each month

St.Giles Fellowship Group
Open to everyone

Wendy Burke (01782) 621430

Wednesday 7.30pm Church Choir Rev. Peter Nisbeck (01782) 662379
Thursday 10.00am - 12pm Keep Fit Class Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm St.Thomas' Church open Please check: (01782) 614847

Friday 9.00am - Noon
Mini-Market

Fortnightly only

Church open Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
Friday Coffee Bar Penny Richards 07592 035386
Friday Mini Market Pat Lovatt
Friday 10.00am Chapel Prayers Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Friday 7.15pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Friday

Sunday
8.00pm &
10.30am

Bell-Ringing
St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton

John Maddison (01782) 853169
David Powell (01782) 714060

Food is available to eat in the pub every day except 
Tuesday from 4pm to 10pm, and 4pm to 11pm on Fridays 
and Saturdays. Orders for delivery can be placed on 
Just Eat - where Bullish Boys has a dazzling score of 
5.91 out of 6 from 69 reviews since launching in April.
●ROEBUCK CENTRE  - A struggling Newcastle 
shopping centre with 13 empty units has gone under 
the hammer - for as little as £650,000. The Roebuck 
Shopping Centre used to be home to big-name brands 
Next, Argos and Bonmarche, but they have all quit in 
recent years to leave 13 of the 17 units lying empty. Now 

the shopping centre has gone up for auction with a guide 
price of between £650,000 and £700,000. It currently 
produces an annual income of £102,416 and is linked 
to the 655-space Midway car park.
●SHOPPING DISCOUNT - Parish News is of course 
strictly neutral regarding places to shop, but in a time of 
steep rising prices, Iceland in Trentvale and the Roebuck 
Centre is offering 10% off purchases on Tuesday's for 
the over 60's, (proof of age must be shown). Other such 
offers may be available elsewhere.
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June Calendars

July's Issue Closing Date:-
Tuesday,  June 14th.

All items to:- pitstowm@aol.com

Any changes to Government Covid 
regulations may mean that changes have to 
be made to the Services and events shown.

Take-a-Break Answers

1st  Wednesday  1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion
      2.00 pm  Fellowship.  Desert Island Discs

2nd Thursday
      9.45 pm   Lighting of Jubilee Beacon at Apedale

3rd Friday 11.00 am Service at Mill Rise
     9 am -12 Coffee Morning  and Mini Market

5th FEAST OF PENTECOST
  8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Shine in the Hall

7th Tuesday  10.00 am Bible Study
      6.00 pm Parish Surgery (appointment only)

8th Wedneday 1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion

9th Thursday  What we believe (and why we believe)
      Looking at the Creed

10th Friday 9 am - 12 Coffee Morning

12th  TRINITY SUNDAY
  8.00 am   Holy Communion
10.30 am   All Age Worship

14th Tuesday  7.30 pm  Rehearsal for Ordinations
       Closing date for July's Parish News

15th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

16th Thursday What we believe (and why we believe)
       Looking at the Creed

17th Friday 9 am - 12 Coffee Morning and Mini Market

18th Saturday 4.00 pm Ordinations

19th FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
       10.30 am Holy Communion
       10.30 am Shine in the Hall

 21st Tuesday 10.00 am  Bible Study
       6.00 pm Parish Surgery (appointment only)

22nd Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

23rd Thursday What we believe (and why we believe)
        Looking at the Creed

24th Friday  9 am -12 Coffee Morning

26th SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
  8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Civic Service
10.30 am Shine in the Hall

27th Monday 2.15 pm Service at Rowan Court

29th Wednesday 1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion

30th Thursday  What we believe (and why we believe)
       Looking at the Creed

St.Thomas' Butterton
 5th Sunday   9.00 am  Holy Communion
11th  Saturday 10.00 - 12 noon Church Coffee Morning
12th  Sunday  9.00 am  Holy Communion
19th Sunday   9.00  am Holy Communion
25th Saturday 10.00 - 12 noon Church Coffee Morning
26th Sunday   9.00 am  Holy Communion

Continues in the next column....


