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The Rev'd Peter Nisbeck
               writes...
The Kingdom of Heaven
is like a mustard seed

The Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast      
(Matthew 13)

As I write this, the news is full of the atrocities 
committed by the Russians in Ukraine as 

they continue their evil attacks on that country.
I wonder if you have said, as many, includ-

ing me, will have said, “Why doesn’t God do 
something?”

This is a natural response and undoubtedly 
has been uttered many times throughout our 
history.

This is perhaps the most frequently asked 
question of Christians and I dare say other 
faiths too. It is often interpreted as a direct 
challenge to faith and belief, you must have 
heard it – if you believe in an all powerful God 
why doesn’t He do something about it?

Many cleverer people than me have written 
about this with varying degrees of success and 
this short letter will not be able to provide the 
answers but I do offer some thoughts which 
might help. 

Jesus uses word pictures to help illustrate 
his teaching. The ones I quote at the top of this 
article help to show that God’s sovereign rule 
over the world isn’t quite as straight forward, 
quite as neat, as we would like it to be.

Would people really want a God who ruled 
the world directly and immediately so that our 
every thought and action were weighed and 
instantly judged and if necessary punished in 
the scales of his absolute holiness.

If the price of God stepping in and stopping 
a campaign of genocide was that he would 
also have to rebuke and restrain every other 
evil impulse, including those we still know and 
cherish within ourselves, would we be prepared 
to pay that price?

You see it’s not that easy after all is it? What sort of 
robotic automatons would that approach make us?  You 
see acts of wickedness come from within human beings 
just like you and me.

Goodness and wickedness do exist together in the world 
and we will have to wait patiently for answers at the end 
of the age and these parables build on the idea of waiting 
– which is, of course, what we find difficult especially in 
these days of instant gratification.

Perhaps we could have a concept of Holy Waiting – wait-
ing for the mustard tree to grow, waiting for the bread to 
be leavened and rise.

Jesus wanted his followers to live with the tension of 
believing that the kingdom was arriving in and through his 
own work. He tries to explain how important the kingdom 
is hence the parables – it is treasure that is worth selling 
everything for, it’s  a jewel of inexplicable beauty. He tries 
to get over to them that this kingdom would come, would 
fully arrive not all in a bang but through a slow process like 
the slow growth of a tree.

Is that a cop out maybe – saying that God is delaying 
his final judgement could look like saying that God is inac-
tive or uncaring;  but when we look at Jesus’s own public 
career it’s impossible to say that God did not care. Here 
was one who was active, deeply compassionate battling 
with evil and defeating it

We have celebrated Easter and have the Ascension to 
give thanks for in May so we know that God did indeed 
act suddenly and dramatically at these moments. When 
today we long for God to act to put the world to rights we 
must remind ourselves that he has already done so and 
that what we are waiting for now is the full outworking of 
those events. 

We must recognise that the small seed of faith in us, that 
small cell of faith working in us and helping us to grow, 
the single jewel, the small but rich treasure is our kingdom 
faith. As kingdom faith, its potential to grow and grow is 
unlimited through - work in the world in the name of Christ, 
through witness, through good deeds, through prayer and 
scripture, and through sacrament.

Why doesn’t God do something? He does – and he starts 
with you and me and people of good will  because as we 
sew and share the kingdom seeds around us we help God’s 
kingdom to flourish and grow and catch a glimpse of the 
world as God wants it to be.

With love Revd Peter.
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✟ All the political leaders around 
the world.
✟ All those now living in a strange 
country due to war.

✟ All those unable to leave their 
homes through war.

✟ All those who have lost loved ones.
✟ All those who are suffering in Ukraine.
✟ All those serving in the armed forces across the world.
✟ All those who are suffering from financial problems.
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From the Editor....

A Thought for the Month

Our Front Cover

Michael Pitstow

IMPORTANT TIME CHANGE
As from May 8th, all Sunday Morning Services at 

St.Thomas' Butterton, will start at 9.00am.

The impressive architecture of St.Thomas 
Church at Butterton and some of the exhibits on 
show at the recent 'Harvest of Talents' exhibition 
featured in this issue.

Aspire to inspire before you expire - Anon

Welcome to our May issue, which includes 
a look back at some of the recent events 

that have taken place at both of our churches. St 
Thomas' Butterton exhibited a wonderful selection 
of items produced by talented locals, and St.Giles' 
nearly lost its roof as youngsters loudly reminded 
us that, "Jesus is Alive" at our various Easter 
celebration services.
Christian Aid is featured with a look back at the 
recent Christian Aid Walk, and also a report on their 
work in helping the people of Zimbabwe come to 
terms with climate change. Indirectly, they are 
helping the long suffering people of Ukraine 
and we feature a poem about being a refugee. 
May includes Christian Aid Week and so we 
give details of where to donate if you wish to.
In a previous issue, our Wardens gave us a 
glimpse of their work, making sure that both 
churches are always safe and ready for us 
to use. Health and safety matters are always 
observed, but sometimes things don't always 
go to plan, as we report in, "What Goes Up...".

Details of our new 'Fellowship Group' are 
included, and you are invited to join us at its 
first meeting on May 4th.
Once again, a packed issue for you to enjoy.

Claire Watson is a Church of England 
Ordinand f rom Emmanuel  Col lege 

Cambridge. She is joining St Giles from 8th 
to 21st May and will be preaching to us on 
Sunday 15th May. Please extend a warm St 
Giles welcome to Claire whist she is with us.

From the Ministry Team....
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It's YOUR Church!
Annual Parochial
Church Meeting
This will be take place on 

Tuesday 24th May 2022 at 
7.30pm in St.Giles Church.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

NEW: Monthly Pattern
First Sunday: SHINE

Second: All-Age
Third: SHINE

Fourth: LIGHTHOUSE
URGENT: Help is required with 

these new ventures. If YOU 
can help, please contact Jean 

Buckley or the Rector.

LIGHTHOUSE
A Mini 'Messy Church'

Worshipping Jesus through
Games, Crafts, Songs & 

Activities.
Every 4th Sunday of the 

Month at 10.30am. in St.Giles'

What's On 
Come and join us .....

Join our NEW group...

Our next meeting -
Wednesday, May 4th, at 2.00pm, 

in our hall. 
Speaker: Ian Taylor, 

who will be telling us about 
his exciting journeys.

Please remember our NEW START 
TIME and book the date. We look 

forward to seeing you. Admission £1.
(See page 7)

Friday Coffee Bar
IT'S BACK!

EVERY Friday morning
9am - 12 noon

Serving hot drinks and 
biscuits, toasted teacakes 

and buttered toast.

* May 7th (Saturday)*
10am to 12 noon.  

Selling off excess items 
accumulated during the Covid 

Lockdown period.



Page 5

  What's Gone:
    Butterton's Got Talents!

April in Butterton

Our Harvest of Talents was, as a 
someone wrote on the Butterton 

chat, ‘an enlightening display of talent’. 
Twenty three people brought samples 
of their work and the church was a great 
backdrop for the display. 
There were artists, knitters, wood 
turners,  a whittler, patchworkers, a 
potter, needlepoint experts, a weaver, 
a photographer, paper flower and tile 
makers, a perfumer. This was a  great 
display of colour and form  and skill. Some 
had taken the opportunity in Lockdown to 
be very creative indeed.
We were well supported by family and 
friends, including  several from St Giles’ 
and it was a very happy event. The 
atmosphere of those two days was calm 
and dignified, a bit like a swan gliding  
along the river but, of course, underneath 
that tranquillity, the little legs of the swan 
were furiously paddling. So, many thanks 
to the organisers and all those who 
helped: those who made cakes, moved 
furniture, set up tables and displays, 
who served coffee and  who washed up, 
cashed up, swept up. 
Several people suggested we should do 
this again. Perhaps it’s again time to look 
out the brushes, the specialised  knives, 
needles, looms, cameras.  We’ll see. 

E.C.
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What's Gone
Christian Aid Walk - April 2nd.

The North Staffs Christian Aid Sponsored Walk took 
place at Tittesworth Reservoir on Saturday April 2nd. It 

was a lovely day, cold but sunny, perfect for walking. About 
150 people took part in the walk, including the Bishop of 
Stafford. 
We are on target to raise £30,000 for Christian Aid. 
Recently Christian Aid has been working with Hungarian 
Interchurch Aid and the Lutheran World Federation, to offer 
assistance to Ukraine refugees fleeing the deadly violence 
that is destroying their country. 
Christian Aid is  also continuing to support the people of 
Afghanistan. Working with their two partners they aim 
to reach around 17,000 people with food packages and 
provide over 850 pregnant women, new mothers and 
malnourished infants with additional nutritional support. 
Thank you to all those who supported the walk by their 
generous donations. St.Giles raised £260. 

Above:  Andrew Binns, area rep for Christian 
Aid, The Bishop of Stafford, Karen Bradley MP, 

Staffordshire moorlands and Mike Iwanicki.
 Photo: Sister Marie

Next year the walk will take place on 25th March 
2023. Any help, or suggestions would be appreciated. 
Thank you again for your support and generosity 
this year. Janet Iwanicki. 

Palm Sunday
Procession

Good Friday
Messy Church

Continued....
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Bhsr & Phdbdr From Dennis Brammer -

What do you see below? 
●Three teenagers sitting in a café glued to 
their telephones or three ladies having lunch 
in a café after Sunday service? I was not 
sure myself when I joined them for lunch. You 
decide. 
The next Sunday was different, only two 
teenagers as one was late.

●We send our congratulations 
to Margaret and Ron Sutton as 
they celebrate their Diamond 
wedding anniversary, (60 years), 
on Thursday, May 19th. 
They were married at Emmanuel 
Church, Alum Rock, in Birmingham. 
All your family and your friends in 
the parish wish you both a very 
happy and enjoyable day.

●Following the closure of our Mothers Union branch and a 
meeting on April 6th, we now have a new name and new logo!
After a democratic vote, we arrived at:- ‘St.Giles Fellowship 
Group’.
I was a bit worried about what the attendance would be like for 
our ‘planning’ meeting, but I didn’t need to worry as 22 people 
came and 4 apologies due to illness.
We had a new seating plan, having tables around small tables. 
There is already a programme in place for the period between 
May and July, with a draft programme being discussed from 
September until December - More on this later.
After the formalities of forming the new ‘Fellowship’ group were 
over, it was time for tea and biscuits, which were thoroughly 
enjoyed. It was lovely to see everyone chatting and laughing once 
again after the various Covid restrictions, and people remarked 
how they had missed such fellowship.
Two changes were made to the ’structure’ of the meetings. The 
important one is that the meetings will START at 2.00pm, (it was 
2.30pm), giving people time to get home or catch a bus. The 
second one is that we wil have a hymn to open the meeting, and 
a second one to close it.
Our thanks to Rev. Josh for playing the piano and leading the 
singing.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, May 4th, at 2.00pm, 
in our hall. Our Speaker will be our own Ian Taylor, who will be 

●Our thanks to everyone who put together the posies for 
Mothering Sunday.

Continued... telling us more about his exciting 
journeys. Please remember our NEW START 
TIME and book the date. We look forward to 
seeing you.

Wendy Burke
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Off to the Peaks...

Forty six years in the meat trade and forty years 
in qualified nursing, combined:- for what? My 

husband had retired early and I was part time at a 
nursing residential home for the elderly, due to retire 
in the near future. So when the opportunity came up 
to buy piece of land in the Derbyshire Peak District, 
we could see no difficulties.  We then bought 64 
swaledale Ewes and two tups as we were told that 
sheep didn't need much looking after.  How naive 
and green we were.....

The Good Shepherd
by Judith Thompson

Part 11

Continued...

Lambing starts slowly, first one or two in the first days, 
then can come a flood it varies as to how many 

ewes are fertilised at the start of tupping.  It is very time 
consuming and rewarding.   When we arrive early in 
the morning, if the stock are in the fields we walk the 
boundaries, because the ewes often isolate themselves 
by the walls.  We make sure each ewe stands, and 
are not showing signs of labour or lying with new born 
lambs, and that there are no abandoned or dead lambs.  
Any lambs born are caught and checked for full bellies, 
if the lambs don’t get the mothers first milk, colostrum 
containing the necessary antibodies, minerals, proteins 
etc needed for development within the first 30 minutes 
of life, then there is a likelihood of the lamb dying of 
watery mouth.  Powdered colostrum is available and 
we have used this for all our lambs at times, if you 

think they haven’t sucked then prevention is better than 
cure.  No lambs ever died from too much colostrum, 
if the lamb is too weak to suck, then a small stomach 
tube is passed, and milk administered via this tube it 
is warm and stimulates the lamb and helps recovery.  
The umbilical cord is sprayed with iodine, to prevent 
infection, this very soon dries up and shrivels within 
24 hours.  If this is not sprayed it can quickly become 
infected, due to the contact with the soil, when the lamb 
lies down in the fields and this could be another cause of 
death.  The lamb has a spray into the mouth as another 
precaution against watery mouth and other alimentary 
conditions, also a very small amount of antibiotic by 
injection under the skin.  
This is the regime followed for twins and triplets, singles 
don’t need the spray to the mouth, as enough first milk 
is received, although this is not always the norm.  I 
remember one morning in the field with the singles in, 
seeing a big lamb bleating almost continuously and 
following its mother for milk, on watching I saw she 
had the most enormous teats 4-5 inches long, much 
too big for a lambs mouth, so this was a case to fetch 
mother and lamb inside for a few days until feeding was 
established.  The mother was hand milked into feeding 
bottles, I got 1 1/2 pints off her, the lamb had the first 
expressed , rich in antibiotics, it’s yellow, creamy like 
thick custard, (the other expressed went to other lambs 
of triplets which were inside).  The teats were weighed 

A lamb on its way, with a little help. A safe arrival!
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The Good Shepherd continued....

Jessica's story is continued on the next page....

down and engorged, but after milking they reduced.  The 
mother was happier and the lamb survived, but this was 
a case in which we could have lost even a single lamb, 
because the colostrum was not taken within 30 minutes.
Talking of milk available, ewes only have two teats so 
have difficulties if they have triplets.  We were so pleased 
the first year when we had the ewes scanned to learn 
that we were expecting X number of triplets, until they 
were delivered, that’s if twin lamb disease (toxaemia 
of pregnancy) didn’t kill them first. Lambs delivered to 
ewes are smaller, and need extra colostrum. and would 
need a foster mother as soon as one became available. 
Triplets are really bad news, twins are the best. Very 
often we have had problems with the ewes milk bags, 
last year was the worst, when quite a few had only half 

a milk bag, so could only feed one lamb. This is called 
half a quarter. This I know is illogical, I know this is really 
1/8.  I had to laugh, and immediately thought of my old 
maths teacher, explain this please Sir.  In my ignorance 
I thought sheep were like cows, four teats, so if half of 
their bags were affected they would still have two teats,  
but no, wrong again, they only have two to start with, 
ending up with only one teat. The sheep in the last year 
had overwintered  on an arable farm, where one field 
was stubble from the previous harvest and whether this 
damaged the milk bags if the ewes were lying down 
in the fields I don’t know, but they were alright before 
they left, and when they returned they are damaged.  
Nothing could be done, only don’t put ewes on stubble 
fields, lesson learned. 

More next month.

Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. 
Every one of us can change lives.

Our planet is changing, but some people are feeling 
the effects of these changes more than others. 

Weather extremes are now more frequent and more 
intense, and the world is facing a climate crisis.  
For the first time in a generation, global poverty is 
rising. Coronavirus, conflict and the climate crisis are 
pushing more of our global neighbours into a struggle 
for survival.
One country that is on the frontlines of this crisis is 
Zimbabwe. In rural Zimbabwe, seven out of ten women 
rely on farming to earn a living and provide for their 
families. But the climate crisis has brought intense 
droughts that have left their land barren. 
With no rain, women and men can’t grow enough food 
and they struggle to provide for their children. Drought 
starves. It robs women of the chance to farm and drives 
their families into hunger.
In times of drought, many families can only afford to 
eat one bowl of porridge a day. Women are hungrier, 
and often skip meals to share with their children what 
little food they have.
‘Women are at the mercy of climate change and 
hunger,’ Jessica Mwedzi, a loving and hard-working 

mum shares.
Climate shocks cause more women to lose their 
livelihoods, damage their crops, and push their families 
into unbearable hunger.
Meet Jessica: a mum, hungry to provide food – and 
hope – for her family. 

Jessica is one of the many women at the mercy of the 
climate crisis. Drought makes every day a struggle for 
her survival. Jessica is hungry. Hungry for a good meal. 
Hungry to earn a decent living. Hungry to provide a more 
hopeful future for her family. 

Christian Aid Week
15-21 May 2022

Photo credit: Christian Aid / David Brazier
Jessica Mwedzi carries maize grain to 

make porridge to feed her family.
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Jessica continued....
Jessica toils on her farm, but no food can grow on her 
ashen dry land. 
‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt my 
crops just as they were about to bloom. It was so painful 
and disheartening.’ Jessica says. 
Drought makes women like her hungrier, poorer and 
robs them of the chance to earn a living with dignity. 
Jessica shares her heartbreak: 
‘My children crave a good meal, but I can’t provide. We 
often go to bed on an empty stomach. It pains me to 
send them to bed hungry.’ 
Jessica watches her sons and daughters play outside as 
the golden sun fades across the sky. They hold hands, 
dance and sing. She finds a ray of hope that she will 
overcome this tough time. One day, Jessica will be able 
to provide her much-loved children with good food, and 
a full life, free from hunger.  - Together, we can restore 
justice to our world. 

The Refugee
All that I was, I no longer am
All that I have, I hold in my hand
My home, my love, my world are all gone
One among thousands, I shuffle along.
Only last week I knew who I was
All that has gone, and only because
Someone in a land a long way away
Turned life into hell one terrible day.
He started a war, his heart icy cold
He rained down his hell on the young and the old
I ran for my life for I had no choice
And nobody heard the fear in my voice.
Everything’s gone, and all that is ‘me’
Summed up in a word – the word ‘refugee’.
I have no control, no say in my fate
Just one in a crowd, I stand and I wait.
Waiting for what? The future’s unclear,
For armed men have taken all that I held dear
Along with my hopes, and all I had planned
All swept away by the tanks in my land.
One thing alone puts a smile on my face
A far nicer stranger has come to this place;
A bed for the night? A cup of hot tea?
And - best of all - someone who sees me as me.

Parish Pump's Nigel Beeton writes:  Now our 
thoughts are overshadowed by the terrible situation in 
the Ukraine. I looked at the masses of people on the 
move, and I thought, “only a couple of months ago, 
each one of those people had a life, a home, a shop to 
buy food, perhaps somewhere to grow daffodils, maybe 
a church to worship God, and their own hopes and 
dreams for the future. Now they are just part of a mass 
of people shuffling towards a new and different life."
I wrote the poem opposite as a tribute to their suffering 
and their future.

Christian Aid Week 15-21 May
Continued....

Christian Aid is working with 
3 partner organisations in 

the ACT Alliance; Hungarian 
Interchurch Aid (HIA) in Ukraine 
and Hungary, the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) in Poland, and 
Swiss Church Aid (HEKS) in 
Ukraine, Hungary and Romania, 
to offer assistance to internally 
d isplaced peoples and to 
refugees.
Prayers for Ukraine can be found 
on the Christian Aid and Cafod 
websites. Ukraine refugees crossing into Poland.

Photo: Міністерство внутрішніх справ України

Christian Aid Week 15-21 May
Donate at www.christianaid.org.uk
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What Goes Up ......
Readers may remember that the new year brought storms 

across our area, damaging the downspouts on St.Giles' 
tower, pieces of which then smashed a number of roof tiles 
as they descended to the ground. 
As the repairs started, many marvelled at the scaffolding 
masterpiece (1) erected by local firm, Atlas, to enable the 
repairs to take place.
During April, repairs to the right-hand downspout had  been 
completed, and items replaced where needed, which meant 
that the scaffolding master piece could be taken down.
The whole operation was been overseen by our Wardens, in 
particular, Dennis Brammer, who attended the church for a 
meeting whilst the scaffolding tower was being dismantled. 
For safety reasons, an area at the base of the 'tower' had 
been cordoned off, restricting car parking, but Dennis found 
a 'safe' spot alongside the North porch - or so he thought!
The weather was cold, wet and very windy, but the 'Atlas' 
crew diligently carried on the job of slowly dismantling the 
scaffolding tower.
Suddenly  a 'shout' went up and 'bangs' were heard!
One of the scaffolding poles had slipped through the hands 
of one of the Atlas operatives and descended on to the 
porch roof below. At which point, several tiles were shattered 
and they descended on to the rear window of Dennis's car, 
completely smashing it, (2). The pole then descended from 
the porch roof, punching a hole in the front windscreen of 
the car making it un-driveable, (3/4).
Thankfully no-one was hurt, although Dennis's efforts in 
trying to explain such an unlikely scenario to his insurance 
company and motoring organisation really DID test his 
patience to the limit.
Eventually the car windows were replaced and just as it 
was thought that the matter was closed, it was pointed out 
that the car roof was pitted with numerous tiny dents which 
meant further discussions with the insurance company are 
needed to discuss the way forward.

●From the Editor: Sadly, the saga continues as we go 
to print, but we hope to print the outcome in our next 
issue. We must mention that Atlas are being extremely 
co-operative with agreeing to pay all costs involved.

One ironic twist - Dennis is our churches Health & 
Safety Advisor! - We wish him well trying to resolve this 
very unusual and difficult situation.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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                       Take-a-Break   

Answers 
on page 16

Medium Sudoku

Newsletter Blooper
●Weight Watchers will meet at 7 p.m. 
Please use large double door at the side 
entrance. (D.Brammer).

Lord, we pray for Ukraine, a nation in 
which 70% of the population call them-

selves Christian. You, Lord, make wars 
cease to the end of the earth; you break 
bows, shatter spears, and burn shields 
with fire [Psalm 46:9]. And so, we ask you 
now to save the lives of many people in 
Ukraine. De-escalate this crisis. We hear 
of wars and rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], 
but you Lord are our rock, our fortress and 
our deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so 
we address the nations now. In the name of 
Jesus we say: “Be still and know God! He 
is exalted among the nations; He shall be 
exalted in the earth [Psalm 46:10].  Kyrie 
eleison – Lord have mercy.

Ukraine
War
Cease
Earth
Break
Bows
Shatter 
Spears
Burn 
Shields 
Fire
Save

many
Lives
Crisis
Lord
Rock
Fortress
Deliverer
Hope 
In 
You
Be 
Still

Smile-A-While

Atomisers were drawn over who 
should arrange the Vicar's flowers.

Ascension Day - May 26th
Ascension Day, marks the ascent of Jesus Christ into heaven 

on the 40th day after his Resurrection. These are the 40 days 
during which the Risen Christ appeared again and again to His 
disciples, following His death and resurrection. 
(Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.)

‘When Christ went up to Heaven the Apostles stayed’
Gazing at Heaven with souls and wills on fire,
Their hearts on flight along the track He made,
Winged by desire.

“Earth is one desert waste of banishment,
Life is one long-drawn anguish of decay.
Where Thou wert wont to go we also went:
Why not today?”

Nevertheless a cloud cut off their gaze:
They tarry to build up Jerusalem,
Watching for Him, while thro' the appointed days
He watches them.

They do His Will, and doing it rejoice,
Patiently glad to spend and to be spent:
Still He speaks to them, still they hear His Voice
And are content.

From a poem by Christina Rossetti

Wordsearch -
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Academy Activities

St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy
As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be  

Tel: 01782 91764   www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk     Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon) 

 

 
Easter 

Holy Week 

All children in school have retold the events of Holy Week in worships 
performed for the school throughout the week beginning 4th April. 

Have a look at our school Facebook account for videos and pictures of 
the children retelling the events.  

www.facebook.com/stgilesgeorges 

The children have enjoyed the 
Easter festivities at school 
this term. Younger children 
created their own Easter 
bonnets and took part in a 
parade, junior children created 
funny ‘Egg Scenes’ to make the 
teachers laugh and Reception 
even had their own chicks!
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     With thanks to the Newcastle Borough web-site.

Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news
●MAKE IT COUNT - All the seats on Newcastle 
Borough Council are being contested at the local 
elections on May 5th. Local leaders are asking 
everyone to cast their vote to determine the future 
of the Borough.
●GOING GREENER - Ten trees have been planted on 
green space at Repton Drive as part of a borough-
wide programme to protect important open spaces 
and the environment.Much-loved green space in 
the Westlands is one of the first areas in Newcastle-
under-Lyme to officially become an Urban Carbon 
Capture Area (UCCA).
It’s one of 60 Council-owned urban sites across 
the borough recently designated as UCCAs and 
subsequently included in an extensive tree planting 
programme, and other environmental enhancements, 
over the next and following years.
The large combined areas in this year’s planting 
programme – equivalent to the size of 10 football 
pitches – will contribute to the Council’s ambitious 
carbon reduction goals for generations and will also 
be protected as important local green spaces.
Green spaces in Clayton, May Bank, Chesterton, 
Bradwell, Kidsgrove and the Westlands – some of 
which have been under threat of development in 
the past, have now also been protected as UCCAs.

●KEEPING TIME - A beautiful Victorian 130-year-old 
timepiece, which sat in the tower of the municipal hall 
in Newcastle, has been repaired thanks to generous 
donations from Freeman of the Borough Jim Worgan 
and four local businesses.
Within hours of a Facebook post highlighting the 
kindness of Freeman of the Borough Jim Worgan – a 
long-time museum volunteer and friend who kick-
started a special fund to repair the historic clock by 
presenting his monthly £5 donations in one sum after 
the lockdowns lifted – four businesses came forward 
to kindly offer the remaining £1,600 required.
The magnificent piece of engineering, donated to the 
town in 1890 by local chemist Edward Turner and 
made by Newcastle clock-maker Frederick Skerrett, 
originally sat in the tower of the municipal hall in the 

Ironmarket and now takes pride of place in the museum’s 
new café area, which opens in the spring, after the Council 
agreed to give it a home in 2018.
Although the clock is in reasonable condition for its age, 
some of the 130-year-old parts within the mechanism were 
worn and it kept losing time before stopping altogether late 
last year.

●NEW APARTMENTS - Dozens of older residents are due 
to move into a new £14 million retirement complex later 
this year. Aspire Housing’s Holborn Place development for 
the over-55s, off Knutton Lane in Newcastle, is due to be 
completed by the autumn.
The scheme, on the site of the former Ashfields Grange 
and Hall Street flats, will provide 75 one-bed and 14 two-
bed apartments for social rent, specially designed for 
‘independent living’. The development will also feature 
a rooftop terrace, a wellbeing room, social spaces and a 
communal garden.

●HEAD RETIRES - A popular headteacher has retired 
after 35 years working in Staffordshire schools. Louise 
Pickard had been Head at Westlands Primary school for 
the past 11 years after also working at Langdale Junior 
school and Dilhorne Primary School. She was trained as 
a teacher at Ormskirk, with her postgraduate training at 
Keele University.

●E-CLOSURE - E-lectric Avenue, a specialist bike shop, 
has left York Place arcade, which was once a bustling 
centre for independent traders, but now lies half empty. It 
has become the latest shop to close in the 1960s arcade, 
which is also known as Astley Walk. It comes as the 
Council, recently acquired the site as part of a regeneration 
programme.

●CELLS GYM - A new Gym has opened in the cells of 
the former Merrial Street police station in Newcastle. The 
interior has been transformed and the only things which 
give away its past as the police cells are the high windows 
on the ground floor. It's spread over two floors, with the gym 
downstairs and fitness studios upstairs.
It is kitted out with new Matrix equipment and has a spin 
studio equipped with eight bikes. There are also free 
weights, kettlebells and medicine balls, as well as a boxing 
ring.They also plan to offer a range of classes, such as spin 
and circuits, as well as having three personal trainers who 
can put members through their paces one-to-one.
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May 15th is the Feast Day of Matthias,
 the 'Extra' Apostle.

Have you ever happened to be in the right place at the 
right time, with certain qualifications, and suddenly 

realise that God is singling you out for a special task? 
If so, Matthias is a good patron saint for you!  
In Acts 1 (15 – 26) the apostles had a task to do: Judas 
had betrayed Jesus and died, and so a new apostle 
needed to be chosen. He had to have been a follower 
of Christ from the Baptism to the Ascension, and also 

St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS
Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)

All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.

Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church 
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid 
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day Time Event / Meeting Termtime
only Information / Contact

Sunday St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
Monday 6.00pm - 9.00pm Rainbows & Guides ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
Monday Monthly 7.30pm Church Council Rev Josh - Face to Face meetings
Tuesday 12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Tuesday 6.00pm-8.00pm Brownies ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904

Wednesday 9.00am - 11.00am Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group

✔ Penny Richards (01782)  711631.

Wednesday 1.10pm - 1.45pm Oasis Communion Service Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Wednesday

* NEW *
2.00pm. First 
Wednesday of 

each month

St.Giles Fellowship Group
Open to everyone

Wendy Burke (01782) 621430

Wednesday 7.30pm Church Choir Rev. Peter Nisbeck (01782) 662379
Thursday 10.00am - 12pm Keep Fit Class Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm St.Thomas' Church open Please check: (01782) 614847

Friday 9.00am - Noon
Mini-Market

Fortnightly only

Church open Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
Friday Coffee Bar Penny Richards 07592 035386
Friday Mini Market Pat Lovatt
Friday 10.45am Chapel Prayers Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Friday 7.15pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Friday

Sunday
8.00pm &
10.30am

Bell-Ringing
St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton

John Maddison (01782) 853169
David Powell (01782) 714060

Any Saturday/Extra events and services are listed on the back page of this issue.

a witness of the Resurrection in order to qualify.  In the 
event, the choice fell to one of two: Joseph Barsabas 
and Matthias.   
Lots were drawn, and Matthias was chosen. How 
confident he must have felt in his calling:  what 
encouragement that would be when the going got rough 
in later years!  Matthias is thought to have ministered in 
Cappadocia and even Ethiopia. His emblem is usually 
an axe or halberd, regarded as the instrument of his 
martyrdom. His supposed relics were translated from 
Jerusalem to Rome by the empress Helena.  
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 St.Thomas
BUTTERTON

1ST  Sunday 10.30 am   Holy Communion with
         Holy Baptism of Ben and Annisa’s daughter.
8th Sunday 9.00  am   Holy Communion 
PLEASE NOTE THE NEW EARLIER TIME
15th Sunday 9.00 am   Holy Communion

22ND Sunday 9.00  am  Holy Communion

29TH Sunday 9.00  am   Holy Communion

May Calendars

June Issue Closing Date:-
Tuesday,  May 17th.

All items to:- pitstowm@aol.com

Any changes to Government Covid 
regulations may mean that changes have to 
be made to the Services and events shown.

Take-a-Break Answers

IMPORTANT TIME CHANGE
From May 8th, all Sunday Morning Services at 

St.Thomas' Butterton will start at 9.00am.

1st    3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
     10.30 am   Holy Communion
           Bishop Matthew, Bishop of Stafford
    10.30 am   Shine (Children’s work in the Hall)

4th Wednesday  1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
    2.00 pm  St Giles Fellowship Group
           Speaker Ian Taylor  -  All are very welcome

6th Friday 9 - 12 noon
    Coffee Morning and Mini Market
    11.00 am  Service at Mill Rise

7th Saturday 10.00 am to 12 noon
        Mega Mini Market Sale - Find a bargain!

8th  4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
     8.00 am  Holy Communion
   10.30 am   All Age Worship

11th Wednesday  1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion

13th  Friday  9 - 12 noon Coffee Morning
14th Saturday  11.00 am Wedding rehearsal
15th  5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
      8.00 am Holy Communion
   10.30 am  Holy Communion
   10.30 am   Shine (Children’s work in the Hall)

18th Wednesday  1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

20th Friday 9 - 12 noon 
      Coffee Morning  & Mini Market

21st Saturday  12.00  Wedding
                         2.00pm  Wedding

22nd 6th SUNDAY OF EASTER
       8.00 am  Holy Communion
     10.30 am  Holy Communion
     10.30 am   Mini Messy Church in Hall

 24th Tuesday 7.30 pm   St Giles Annual Parochial 
  Church Meeting  in the Hall - ALL WELCOME!
 Your vote counts!  Please come and support 

the work of our Parish

 25th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

 26th  ASCENSION DAY  7.30 pm   Holy Communion

 27th Friday 9 - 12 noon Coffee Morning

 29TH  7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
         10.30 pm  Holy Communion
 30th Monday  2.15 pm Service at Rowan Court.


