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The Rector writes...
   The greatest day in history

The most important event in the 
history of the universe is the 

death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. 
It’s far more important than the big bang, far 
more important than the emergence of the 
solar system, far more important than the first 
stirrings of life on planet earth, far more im-
portant than the evolution of the first humans, 
far more important than the invention of the 
wheel, far more important than the discovery 
of fire, farming, or writing, far more important 
than the collapse of the Roman Empire, far 
more important than the discovery of the 
Americas, far more important than all the great 
wars ever fought, and far more important than 
the COVID-19 pandemic. And – dare I say 
it? - it’s even more important than the FA Cup 
Final. For some people reading this, that might 
seem a bit outlandish – ridiculous, even. How 
can the death and supposed rising again of a 
Jewish rabbi two thousand years ago be more 
important than the big bang? 

But if we know who this Jesus of Nazareth 
was, then it makes complete sense. And if 
we know what his resurrection means – once 
again, everything becomes clear. The person 
who died on Good Friday was not just anyone. 
He wasn’t even just a very good person or 
prophet. After all, how could the death of a 
very good person or prophet be more important 
than the big bang? No – this Jesus of Nazareth 
was none other than God himself, God with 
us, God – who created the heavens and the 
earth, all things visible and invisible. It was 
the God who created the big bang, created 
the solar system, created the first stirrings 
of life, who created every human who ever 
existed and who created all the means of 
human creativity, who hung upon the Cross 
that black Friday. The God who loved us, 
his creatures, so much that he became one 
of us, and died as one of us. Every evil that 
was flung at him – from the whippings, to the 
mockings, to the miscarriage of justice, to the 
cruelty of his torturous death – he responded 

with ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ 
This is a sign and an enactment that no evil can overcome 
the forgiving, loving heart of God. 

But the story doesn’t end with the death of God. No – 
three days later, on Easter Sunday, Jesus of Nazareth was 
raised from the dead. First of all, if there is one thing that 
is permanent, it’s death: you can’t reverse the actions of 
the Grim Reaper. Before the resurrection the best we could 
hope for after death was that our spirits might enter some 
nebulous afterlife. But the resurrection did the unthinkable 
– it reversed death. The big enemy itself was no longer a 
threat. And it wasn’t as if Jesus was some kind of ghost 
(the great scholar N.T. Wright has proven that’s not the 
case in his massive book, The Resurrection of the Son of 
God). No – this was a fully flesh and blood Jesus. But he 
wasn’t quite the same as he used to be: because now he 
could walk through walls! He had abilities that almost seem 
magical. It’s as if the old boundaries of space and time 
didn’t apply to him now. And what St Paul pointed out was 
that this is not just a weird, unique event: this is the first 
fruits of something that will happen to the whole universe. 
Yes, we all shall be raised in Christ to have this glorious 
new body, in a gloriously transfigured universe. Think of it 
like this: Stage One of the universe is every second from 
the big bang to the resurrection of Jesus. Planet earth, 
emergence of life, emergence of humanity, all of human 
history: that’s Stage One in God’s great plan. And Stage 

An Easter Prayer
Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God,
You brought light and hope out of darkness and 
despair. You brought life out of death when you raised 
Jesus that first Easter Day. Thank you that the tomb is 
forever empty and that Jesus is forever alive!
No matter what is going on, no matter how little we 
understand, help us to hold on to the Easter truth – 
Jesus is risen! He is alive today and in Him we can put 
our trust, completely and confidently.
Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of 
Jesus, the best is yet to be. Love wins! Hallelujah! We 
praise you, Lord, in Jesus name, Amen.

By Daphne Kitching

Parish News wishes all of its readers
a joyous Easter

Continued on the next page...
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Two begins on Easter Day two thousand years ago. 
It may seem like a very humble beginning – but 
the emergence of living cells was a very humble 
beginning; the first hominid using language was 
a very humble beginning. But Stage Two will 
grow and grow until God is ‘all in all’, when the 
universe is unified with God, when all the pains 
and hurts and trials and awful suffering finds its 
healing and we ourselves are glorified in new 
resurrected bodies, like Jesus.

This helps put everything – everything – in a new 
perspective. We’re living in uncertain times: the 
pandemic, price rises, inflation, and now the war 
in Ukraine. It can be very scary. But if we look at 
the world from the perspective of the crucifixion 
and resurrection, all this is just a moment. If God 
himself suffered with us, and suffered for us, so 
that we may know forgiveness, and if God himself 
rose again from the dead so that Stage Two of the 
history of the universe can get going – and that 
we will see with our resurrected, transfigured and 
glorified eyes the healing of all things – what is 
there truly to fear? Certainly not death, not even 
suffering (for suffering its just a moment’s blip in 
comparison to the glorious future awaiting us). If 
God is for us, who can be against us? 

May you know a blessed Easter this year – and 
may you know that nothing, nothing at all, can 
overcome the glorious future awaiting you (and 
the whole universe) purchased through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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From the Editor....

A Thought for the Month

Our Front Cover

The Rector continues....

Carry the cross patiently, and with 
perfect submission; and in the end it 
shall carry you. - Thomas a Kempis

A busy month ahead, and a busy issue. 
Both of our churches are having a busy 

April. St.Thomas' Butterton has it's 'Harvest 
of Talents' exhibition as the month starts 
and later in the month both churches will be 
able to celebrate the joy of the Resurrection 
as we thank God and pray that the worst of 
the Covid epidemic has passed and peace 
will return to Ukraine.

Welcome to our Easter issue, which features many items 
to help you enjoy and understand this very special 

Christian festival.
Looking back, we have some photo's of our Shrovetide events 
and looking forward we give details of all the events and 
Services taking place at both churches during this busy month.
Easter should be celebrated by everyone, and our 'What's On' 
pages include details of the events and Services designed 
with younger members and families in mind. 
Everyone is invited to the launch of our new group on April 
6th, so please book the date and come along and join us.
I do wish you a very 'Happy Easter' and hope that you will 
enjoy reading this April edition. Michael Pitstow
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What's On - 1
Something for You in 2022?

Annual Parochial
Church Meeting

This will be taking place on 
Tuesday 24th May 2022 at 
7.30pm in St.Giles Church.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

'SHINE'
A NEW CHILDRENS 

AND FAMILIES GROUP!!
Bible story, craft, games etc.

Can YOU help?

We need 1 (pref.2) people to 
assist Jean in the hall as 

she teaches the children. It's just a 
matter of joining in and making the 
different activities flow. For safety 
reasons there has to be a second 
person present.
Nearest Dates: 3 & 17 April, 
1 & 15 May, 5 & 19 June.
Contact Jean Buckley: 0799542229

NEW: Monthly Pattern
First Sunday: SHINE

Second: All-Age
Third: SHINE

Fourth: LIGHTHOUSE
URGENT: Help is required with 

these new ventures. If YOU 
can help, please contact Jean 

Buckley or the Rector.

LIGHTHOUSE
A Mini 'Messy Church'

Worshipping Jesus through
Games, Crafts, Songs & 

Activities.
Every 4th Sunday of the 

Month at 10.30am. in St.Giles'

All Ages Welcome
this Easter!

April 10th PALM SUNDAY
 10.30 am  All Age Worship

April 15th GOOD FRIDAY
     10.00 am Messy Church 
     and  All Age Worship

April 17th EASTER DAY - ALLELUIA
  10.30 am Family Holy Communion

A full listing of our April Services 
is on the back page
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What's On - 2
Something for You in 2022?

Wednesday, April 6th.        
**New* *

Friendship / Fellowship Group 
EVERYONE will be welcome to join it. 

This new St.Giles ‘group’ will require a name. We 
also need to know what format you would like 

the ‘meetings’ to take - so, please put your ‘Thinking 
Caps’ on and bring your ideas along to the meeting 
on Wednesday, April 6th, starting at 2.30pm in 
our Church Hall. Admission £1 inc. a drink.Our Girl Guide group 

is very short of 
members 

Guides is for Girls age 10-14 
They meet 7:30-9pm Monday 

Evenings in St.Giles Church Hall 

In Guides you'll get out there and do something 
really different. You'll create your own 

campaigns, learn and share new skills and fly 
down the occasional zip wire. You'll explore 
new places - Guides go on camps, holidays 
and trips. You’ll never be stuck for something 
to do in Guides. Whether you want to dedicate 
your time to exploring the outdoors, really 
focus on your hobbies, or challenge yourself 
with something new, you’ll find something at 
Guides that suits you.
You can work towards interest badges  – 
about photography, geocaching, human 
rights and more, develop life skills with skills 
builders and work hard to earn unique awards 
like the Commonwealth award, the Guide Gold 
award and the six Theme awards, which will 
really help you at school and later in life.

Please contact Tracey/Stephanie - 
details on page 15 of this issue. 

Friday Coffee Bar
IT'S BACK!

EVERY Friday morning
9am - 12 noon

Serving hot drinks 
and biscuits, toasted 

teacakes and buttered 
toast.

Mini Market
(Alternate weeks)

Stall dates:- 1st April, 8th April,  
(15th  April - NO Stall due to 

Messy Church activities
for Good Friday)

22nd April - Mini-Mkt stall
(29th April - No stall) 

May 6th Mini-Mkt stall    

* May 7th (Saturday)*
MEGA Mini Market Sale

10am to 12 noon.  
Selling off excess items 

accumulated during the Covid 
Lockdown period.

2022 Lent course
!! Cancelled !!

Due to the cancellation of week 1, it has 
been decided that there is insufficient 

time for the full discussion and learning of 
the Lent Course to take place this year. We 
offer our sincere apologies.
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  What's On:
   Butterton HARVEST 

OF TALENTS
Friday 1st April 

10am-3pm & 6pm-8pm

Saturday 2nd April 
10am-3pm

St Thomas Church, Butterton
Come and see a range 

of exhibits.

Admission free

Refreshments available

The Butterton Bulletin
Come and visit the

'Church in the Wood'.
We are organising a 'Harvest of Talents' to take place in 
St Thomas’ on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd April - no it is 
not an April fools joke but at least you should be able to 
remember the date. Further details on the panel opposite.
We plan to have a variety of crafts etc on display from the 
community and wider family/friends and hopefully many 
of you will be able to pop in to view people’s talents, be 
inspired to start a new hobby, or simply to to have a drink 
and a snack. Please come along - Everyone wlcome!

Bhsr & Phdbdr
●Wendy Burke sends her grateful thanks 
to all those who helped to assemble the 
posies for the St.Giles Mothering Sunday 
service. She adds that, "Team work makes 
everything so much easier."

●Praying for Ukraine - The Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York have issued a 
pastoral letter to the clergy and people of 
the Church of England, calling on them to 
pray for peace in Ukraine.  
They wrote: “This attack is an act of evil, 
imperilling as it does the relative peace 
and security that Europe has enjoyed for 
so long. The attack by one nation on a free, 
democratic country has rightly provoked 
outrage, sanctions, and condemnation.  
“We lament with the people of Ukraine, and 
we pray for the innocent, the frightened 
and those who have lost loved ones, 
homes, and family.  

A list of the Services being held at St.Thomas' is on the back page of this issue.

“We continue to call for a ceasefire and the withdrawal of Russian 
forces as well as wide-ranging efforts to ensure peace, stability and 
security.”  - See page 8

●Double Trouble - As  the workmen  finish  repairing  the  storm 
damaged tower downspout, photo's have revealed possible storm 
damage on the left hand downspout, hence the fenced off area on 
the South side of the building. Once 
again our Wardens are 'on the case'.
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What's Gone: Shrovetide

Above & Left: February 23rd
Messy Church with a Shrove Tuesday 
theme held pancake races outside.

Below: March 1st.
Our Shrove Tuesday event was a 
'Beetle Drive', M.C.'d by Rev. Peter 
Nisbeck.
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At the closure of the Ash Wednesday service 
at Saint Giles’, taken by Revd Dr. David 

Beedon, our thoughts and prayers went out 
collectively to the people of Ukraine, and a prayer 
was offered from Saint Augustine of Hippo. After 
the Service, many people asked for details of the 
prayer and so we've printed it below.

Early in the fifth century Augustine 
had seen the sack of Rome and
the collapse of civilisation as he knew it. 
Writing in and for uncertain times he penned:

Watch, O Lord, with those who wake,
or watch, or weep tonight,
and give Your angels and saints
charge over those who sleep.
Tend Your sick ones, O Lord Christ.
Rest Your weary ones.
Bless Your dying ones.
Soothe Your suffering ones.
Pity Your afflicted ones.
Shield Your joyous ones,
and all for Your love’s sake. 

Amen.

St Giles continues to pray for the people of Ukraine

In front of the Cross
When we stand in front of the cross,
We can’t help think of all our loss.
We pray for peace,
We pray or calm.

Try to help each other,
Instead of harm.
We all share this life on earth,
We must respect each others view.
Whatever your faith,
Whatever your race.
We are all made the same, me and you,
As we think of our dear Lord.
On this Easter Day,
We think of His pain,
As we kneel to pray,
We celebrate Easter.
We know He will always be with us, 
to love and care,
As we travel through life,
No matter where. Pamela Smith.

Words
of 

Hope

The main Altar at 
St.Giles in the colours of 

the flag of Ukraine.
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Off to the Peaks...

Forty six years in the meat trade and forty years 
in qualified nursing, combined:- for what? My 

husband had retired early and I was part time at a 
nursing residential home for the elderly, due to retire 
in the near future. So when the opportunity came up 
to buy piece of land in the Derbyshire Peak District, 
we could see no difficulties.  We then bought 64 
swaledale Ewes and two tups as we were told that 
sheep didn't need much looking after.  How naive 
and green we were.....

The Good Shepherd
by Judith Thompson

Part 10

You will no doubt recall the lovely passage in  the 
beginning of the New Testament in the gospel of 

Luke “and they were in the same country shepherds 
abiding  in  the fields,  keeping watch over  their  flocks 
by night.”  Imagine the scene, star lit night, cloudless 
and still. “Keeping watch”, this is what shepherds do 
watch their sheep.  They know their body language, 
their mannerisms.  Do they hobble with foot problems? 
Are they isolating themselves due to illness or labour, 
are they having difficulty getting up due to the weight 
of pregnancy? Are they flinching to rid themselves of 
flies or are they convulsing? Have they been fly-blown? 
Are they maggoty or blind with eye-problems? As the 
farmers watch their stock. So God watches over us “are 
not the hairs of our heads numbered”. The shepherds 
were  keeping  the  flock  safe  from wolves,  foxes  and 
thieves - willing to lay down their lives for the sheep 
“Christ gave up his life for us”.

So when the perfect lamb is born, it is time for rejoicing.  
Lambing has started and we are happy.  God in the Old 
Testament, following the Exodus when the Israelites 
left Egypt asked that the Passover be celebrated by 
the sacrificing of the first born perfect male of the flock 
sheep goat or cattle.  Was the lamb presented to baby 
Jesus by the visiting shepherds their first born perfect 
male lamb? God gave his perfect male son to die for 
us, the perfect sacrifice, the only one without sin. How 
meaningful  it was  for  us when we  received  our  first 

fruits of the new harvest - lambs at Easter time.  Praise 
the Lord.
Talking of births, this year we had watched on a cold day 
a ewe in labour.  She had struggled for several hours, 
and we weren’t happy with her progress, her water 
bag was out, this  is  like a partly deflated transparent 
balloon, containing blood stained fluid hanging down 
between the back legs under the tail.  Our youngest 
son happened to be with us this day and eventually we 
managed to catch her.  She had evaded us on several 
failed attempts to catch her, they seem to know when 
there are singled out to be caught, you only have to 
think it and they seem to know and move away.  On 
this particular day, our son surprised her by catching 
her out of the moving jeep, something neither Tom or 
I could have managed, oh to be young again.  After 
bringing her down on her side we were unable to birth 
her.  Neither Tom or our son were having any success, 
one of the lambs legs were folded back and the lambs 
face and tongue were beginning to swell.
So Jack went in the jeep for help to a neighbouring 
farmer down the valley.  Leaving Tom and I on the 
ground on our hands and knees in silent prayer trying 
to deliver this lamb.  Tom is the one that gets the hand 
in, I give instructions of what to do, I haven’t got the 
necessary strength to pull the lamb out.  I keep the 
situation as calm as possible and prevent panic.  If we 
weren’t successful the ewe and both the lambs she was 
expecting would die.   This is one of the reasons when 
scanning is useful, if you go in to deliver the first lamb, 
then the ewe will probably be too tired to deliver the 
second,  this may be born dead.  So both are delivered 
by the shepherd.  On this occasion with great effort and 
patience and much silent prayer, Tom was able to push 
the lamb back in to the mother enough to manoeuvre 
the two front legs forward, one on either side of the head 
and we, with the Lords help had delivered live lambs.  
How often does Christ intercede for us to God when we 
call upon him in difficult situations. “The Lord who sees 
all”.  Come close to God and he will come close to you.

 Continued next month.
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Continued on the next page....

10th – 17th April 
An overview of Holy Week

The events of Easter took place over a week, traditionally 
called Passion or Holy Week. 

It began on Palm Sunday. After all His teaching and 
healing, Jesus had built a following. 

On the Sunday before He was to die, Jesus and His 
followers arrived at Jerusalem. The city was crowded. 
Jewish people were arriving to celebrate Passover. This 
commemorates how they had escaped from slavery in 
Egypt nearly 1,500 year earlier. 
Jesus rode into the city on a young donkey. He was 
greeted like a conquering hero. Cheering crowds waved 
palm branches in tribute. He was hailed as the Messiah 
who had come to re-establish a Jewish kingdom. 
The next day they returned to Jerusalem. Jesus went 
to the temple, the epicentre of the Jewish faith, and 
confronted money-changers and merchants who were 
ripping off the people. He overturned their tables and 
accused them of being thieves. The religious authorities 
were alarmed and feared how He was stirring up the 
crowds. 
On the Tuesday, they challenged Jesus, questioning His 
authority. He answered by challenging and condemning 
their hypocrisy. Later that day Jesus spoke to His 
disciples about future times. He warned them about fake 
religious leaders; the coming destruction of Jerusalem; 
wars, earthquakes and famines; and how His followers 
would face persecution.
By midweek the Jewish religious leaders and elders were 
so angry with Jesus that they began plotting to arrest 
and kill Him. One of Jesus’ disciples, Judas, went to the 
chief priests and agreed to betray Him to them. 
Jesus and the 12 disciples gathered on the Thursday 
evening to celebrate the Passover meal. This is known 
as the Last Supper. During the evening, Jesus initiated 
a ritual still marked by Christians – Holy Communion – 
which commemorates His death. Jesus broke bread and 

shared it and a cup of wine with His disciples. 
Judas then left to meet the other plotters. Jesus 
continued to teach the others and then went outside 
into an olive grove to pray. He even prayed for all future 
believers. He agonised over what was to come but chose 
the way of obedience. The Bible book, Luke, records Him 
praying, ‘Father if you are willing, take this cup from me; 
yet not my will but yours be done’. Minutes later Judas 
arrived with soldiers and the chief priests and Jesus 
was arrested.

15th April: Good Friday
Jesus and the thieves on the Cross

Luke’s  account  of  the  crucifixion  (Luke  23:32-43) 
emphasises the mocking of the crowd, ‘If you are 

the king of the Jews, save yourself’ (35,37,39). In their 
view a Messiah does not hang on a cross and suffer. In 
considering the two men who were crucified with Jesus, 
we are also confronted with the issue of how Jesus 
secures salvation for us.
The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected 
the crowd’s taunts: ‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself 
and us.’ He highlights the question of Jesus’ identity: 
how can He save others, when He cannot save Himself 
from death? He failed to see that the cross itself was the 
means of salvation.
So - what kind of Messiah was Jesus?
The other criminal’s response in his last moments is a 
moving expression of faith. When challenging the other 
man, he spoke of the utter  injustice of the crucifixion: 
‘this man has done nothing wrong.’ He perceived the 
truth that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. In a wonderful 
picture of grace, ‘remember me when You come into 
Your kingdom’, the second thief confessed his guilt and 
secured Jesus’ forgiveness and mercy.  
In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment 
of death; ‘Today you will be with Me in paradise.’ Jesus 
used the picture of a walled garden to help the man 
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understand His promise of protection and security in 
God’s love and acceptance eternally. 
Each one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus 
on the cross. Do we want Him to ‘remember’ us when 
He comes into His kingdom, or not? If you were to die 
tonight, how confident would you be of going to be with 
Jesus? ‘For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, to bring you to God’ (1 Peter 3:18).

17th April
Why Easter will never go away

How do you make sense of the Resurrection? Dead 
men don’t rise, so why believe that this particular 

dead man did rise?
At the end of St Luke’s gospel we read that: “they still 
did not believe it because of joy and amazement” (Luke 
24:4). This  is  highly  significant. The Gospels  do  not 
show us a group of disciples who were in a receptive 
frame of mind. After the crucifixion, they were in hiding, 
frightened and scattered. Then suddenly, they came out 
of hiding and were totally different; excited, joyful.  By 
Pentecost they were confident, with one firm message: 
‘You crucified Jesus, but God raised Him up!’  
How did they know this? Because of direct personal 
experience. Some of them had visited the tomb of Jesus: 
it was empty. Others claimed to have seen and touched 
the risen Lord. Were they hallucinating? People can 
hallucinate in groups – when taking drugs, for example. 
But of course, each one will see a different hallucination. 
But the disciples all saw the same thing. Or rather, the 
same person.  Jesus.
Were they lying? Jesus had died a humiliating death 
as a criminal. Perhaps they wanted to rescue His good 
name. So, did they pretend they had seen Him?  
This theory has a big problem. Their preaching led them 
into trouble with the authorities. They were beaten and 
imprisoned and some of them killed. People will die for 
ideas and causes which they believe in passionately. But 

not for things they have made up.  We might suffer for 
our convictions, but we will not suffer for our inventions.
What about the ‘swoon’ theory? That Jesus didn’t die on 
the cross, despite terrible wounds? That He recovered in 
the tomb, and then escaped? That the disciples nursed 
Him back to health? But Roman soldiers knew when a 
man was dead; and there was the guard on the tomb. 
Also, the events which followed simply don’t fit. If the 
disciples had been hiding Jesus all along, they would 
have kept very low-key, and out of the way, so that the 
authorities did not come after Him again.
Besides, to preach that God had raised Jesus from the 
dead – which is exactly what they did preach – would 
have been a lie. Beatings and threat of death would 
soon have loosened their tongues. Inventions crumble 
under pressure; convictions hold fast.
Another reason for believing in the Resurrection is this: 
Jesus’ continuing impact.  Thousands and soon millions 
of people in every generation since have shared an 
inescapable sense of being ‘accompanied’ through 
life. Though unseen, they identify this presence as the 
Risen Lord.
Sometimes this experience of meeting Jesus is gentle 
and fitful. Sometimes it is dramatic and life changing. 
This reminds us that the resurrection of Jesus is not just 
an interesting historical puzzle.  It is a vital, present day 
reality. It brings wonderful comfort, assuring us of the 
central Christian truths: death is dead; Jesus is alive; 
God is love.
This central notion was captured, most movingly, by the 
great Albert Schweitzer: ‘He came to those men who 
knew Him not. He speaks to us the same word: “Follow 
thou me,” and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfil 
for our time. He commands. And to those who obey Him, 
whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal Himself 
in the toils, the conflicts, the suffering which they shall 
pass through in His fellowship, and, as ineffable mystery, 
they shall learn in their own experience who He is.’ 

Have a joyful – and a challenging – Easter.
✟ A list of Holy Week Services is on the backpage ✟

Good Friday & Easter Day ....

(Parish Pump writers)
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Take-a-Break   

Answers on page 16

Medium Sudoku

Smile-A-While

The new tower wind turbine 
saved us money, but the 

vibrations  have made the 
church building unsafe to use.

✟ All those who are suffering in Ukraine.

✟ All those trying to negotiate peace in the war 
in Ukraine.

✟ All those unable to leave their homes 
through fear of war.

✟ All those who have lost loved ones.
✟ All those serving in the armed forces across the world.
✟ All the political leaders around the world at this difficult time.

Newsletter Bloopers
●Today’s Sermon: How Much 
Can a Man Drink? with hymns 
from a full choir. (D.Brammer)

●A mother who took her fidgety 
seven-year-old  to church finally 
had an idea: about halfway 
through the long sermon she 
leaned over and whispered: “If 
you don’t be quiet, the preacher 
is going to lose his place, and he 
will have to start the sermon all 
over again.” - And it worked!
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Academy Activities
St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy

As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be  
Tel: 01782 91764   www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk     Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon) 

 
Engineering week! 

World Book Day! 
This year, we celebrated World 
Book Day by coming to school in 

our PJs and bringing our 
favourite book. Y5/6 created 
their own book on what our 

school is like based on a book 
called Love is… and we even 

read in some very odd places. 

We had a jam-packed week of 
activities for Engineering Week. One 
challenge was to create a stand for a 

can of food using only paper and 
sellotape. 
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     With thanks to the Newcastle Borough web-site.

Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

 ● NEW 'SKY' OWNER - The unfinished 'Sky' Building, 
(above), a multi-storey student flats complex, situated on 
the former Jubilee Baths site at Nelson Place, which was 
sold by the Council in 2015, is now under new ownership. 
It should have opened in 2017 but work ground to a halt a 
year later and there has since been a succession of legal 
issues surrounding ownership and investment.
Birkenhead-based  Built4Learning  Limited  has  now 
purchased the building, with the aim of finally completing 
the development – under the new name of Acacia 
Gardens.
Newcastle Council has contacted the company and wants 
it to confirm when building work will restart.
Council Leader Simon Tagg said: “The Sky Building 
coming under new ownership is good news as we’re 
all  very  keen  for  it  to be finally  finished, occupied and 
contributing to our multi-million redevelopment of the 

Contined on the next page...

Newcastle Borough is providing  “We Stand With 
Ukraine” with a shop unit in Newcastle town 

centre, free of charge, to use as a collection point for 
community donations to the war-torn country.
Organisers Maria Leligdowicz and Olena Cresswell, 
who come from Ukraine, have family members caught 
up  in  the conflict. They are accepting donations at 
17 Merrial Street, next to the old police station, on 
weekdays between 10am and 3pm, and then 5pm 
to 7pm, and 10am to 1pm on weekends.
Items currently being accepted include – sleeping 
bags, thermal/warm clothing, baby food and nappies, 
painkillers, sanitary products, toiletries, first aid kits, 
bandages  and  flasks. Medical  supplies,  included 
painkillers, are priority items at the moment.
The appeal is also raising money to pay for the 
transport of supplies from Newcastle to Lviv. 

● RYECROFT REVAMP - (See Blue Print below).
Aspire is in discussions with Newcastle Council 
about their suggested plan for the redevelopment of 
the Ryecroft area of the town,  which includes a 100 
bed hotel.
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St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS
Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)

All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.

Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church 
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid 
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day Time Event / Meeting Termtime
only Information / Contact

Sunday St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
Monday 6.00pm - 9.00pm Rainbows & Guides ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
Monday Monthly 7.30pm Church Council Rev Josh - Face to Face meeting
Tuesday 12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Tuesday 6.00pm-8.00pm Brownies ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904

Wednesday 9.00am - 11.00am Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group

✔ Penny Richards (01782)  711631.

Wednesday 1.10pm - 1.45pm Oasis Communion Service Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Wednesday 7.30pm Church Choir Rev. Peter Nisbeck (01782) 662379
Thursday 10.00am - 12pm Keep Fit Class Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm St.Thomas' Church open Please check: (01782) 614847

Friday 9.00am - Noon
Mini-Market

Fortnightly only

Church open Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
Friday Coffee Bar NOT Good Friday
Friday Mini Market Pat Lovatt
Friday 10.45am Chapel Prayers Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Friday 7.15pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Friday

Sunday
8.00pm &
10.30am

Bell-Ringing
St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton

John Maddison (01782) 853169
David Powell (01782) 714060

Any Saturday/Extra events and services are listed on the back page of this issue.
For any additions/changes - please contact the Editor

Continued... town centre as part of the Town Deal and 
Future High Streets Fund. I’ve taken the opportunity to 
contact the new owner highlighting our major concerns 
and requesting urgent action. It’s my intention to share 
the developer’s plans and timescales with residents and 
businesses as soon as possible.”

●HOTEL SITE HOMES - Lioncourt Homes wants to 
develop the site of the Clayton Lodge Hotel which closed 
at the start of the pandemic, and was hit by a fire in April 
of 2021. The plan is for 52 homes, with a mix of two, 
three and four bedroom properties, including detached, 
semi-detached and terraced homes. The company is due 

to submit a planning application to Newcastle Borough 
Council some time this month.
●CAFĚ CLOSING - Sainsbury's is closing it's 
Newcastle branch in-store Cafè.
●MAKES SENSE - 'Sense' has closed its former store 
in the Roebuck Centre, in Newcastle, to move to a larger 
premises on High Street, next door to Superdrug.It now 
has  a much bigger  floorspace,  allowing  it  to  stock  a 
huge range of clothing, books and furniture. The charity 
supports people with complex disabilities, including 
those who are deaf & blind, in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

Thanks to the Newcastle Borough website.



 Page 16

 St.Thomas
BUTTERTON

1st Friday  10.00 am to 3.00 pm Harvest of Talents
       6.00 pm to 8.00 pm   Harvest of Talents

2nd Saturday 10.00 am to 3.00 pm  Harvest of Talents

3rd Sunday 10.30 am  Holy Communion

10th  PALM SUNDAY  10.30 am Holy Communion

15th GOOD FRIDAY - See St.Giles listing.

17th  EASTER DAY – ALLELUIA
 10.30 am  Holy Communion
24th Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion

1ST  MAY - Sunday 10.30 am   Holy Communion with
         Holy Baptism of Ben and Annisa’s daughter.

April Calendars

MAY's
Issue Closing

Date:-
Tuesday, 
April 12th.
all items to:-

pitstowm@aol.com

Any changes to Government Covid 
regulations may mean that changes have to 
be made to the Services and events shown.

Take-a-Break Answers

1st Friday
    9.00 am - 12 Coffee Morning and Mini Market
   11.00 am Service at Mill Rise

2nd Saturday    10.00 am Christian Aid 
                   Walk atTittesworth Reservoir

3rd FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT    PASSION SUNDAY
 10.30 am Holy Communion
 12.30 pm  Holy Baptism
    4.00 pm  Holy Baptism

5th Tuesday 10.00 am Bible Study
Parish Surgery (appointment only)
6th Wednesday  1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion
      2.30 pm  NEW - St Giles Fellowship Group
       Open to everyone, please come and join us.

7th Thursday  7.30 pm  NO Lent Course.

8th Friday 9.00 am - 12 Coffee Morning & Mini Market 

10th PALM SUNDAY
   8.00 am  Holy Communion
 10.30 am  All Age Worship
11th MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK
 1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion
12th TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
  10.00 am Bible Study
   1.10 pm  Oasis Holy  Communion
     CLOSING date for May's Parish News

13th WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
14th MAUNDY THURSDAY
   1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
    2.15 pm Service at Hempstalls Hall
  7.30 pm Holy Communion followed by Silent reflections

15th GOOD FRIDAY - No Coffee Bar / Mini Maket.
     10.00 am Messy Church & All Age Worship
     12.00 pm  Around the Market Cross
      2.00 pm The Last Hour.  Reflections on the Cross
17th EASTER DAY – ALLELUIA
   8.00 am Holy Communion
 10.30 am Family Holy Communion

Continued in next column...

20th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

22nd Friday 9.30 am -12 Coffee Morning & Mini Market

24th SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
   8.00 am Holy Communion
 10.30 am Holy Communion
 Mini Messy Church in the Hall
 3.00 pm  St Georges Day Parade

27th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
    2.00pm  GLOW – St Giles & St Georges Academy

29th Friday 9.00 am - 12 noon Coffee Morning 
 2.15 pm Rowan Court


