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The Rector
writes...

I remember when I first fell in love. I was 11 
at the time. Each year my family had gone 

on holiday to the same hotel in Devon, so we 
knew the hotel owners very well. And it just 
happened to be the case that their niece was 
staying in the hotel at the time. I saw her and 
at once my adolescent heart almost burst. 
Her name was Danielle, and she was from 
Nuneaton. It was love at first sight. Sadly, 
she rejected me, yet I was still smitten. For 
months afterwards whenever I heard some-
one talk about the town of the same name, I 
would exhale, ‘Oh Nuneaton!’ (I doubt that in 
human history anyone has had such yearning 
over Nuneaton…). Indeed, young love is all 
consuming. Looking back, I think I might have 
known Danielle for only a week! 

Too often in our culture, it is this kind of 
adolescent love which is celebrated above 
everything else. The kind of love which gets 
caught up in its own emotions, with its own 
intensity of feelings. There’s nothing wrong 
with it – in its proper place. We smile when 
teenagers fall head-over-heels in love with 
a pop star or actress, because we know its 
something we normally grow out of. But the 
problem comes when we get stuck there. 
And too often, our cultural stories of love 
get stuck there too. We tend to end our love 
stories when the couple finally gets together. 
Our songs tend to celebrate the longing of 
adolescent love. Valentines Day becomes a 
time in which we try to recapture the fires of 
adolescent love, because they consumed us 
so fully. And because we no longer feeling 
those passions anymore, we think we need 
to capture them again anyway we can – and 
this is often where relationships fall apart, and 
where hearts are broken.

But love shouldn’t stay put in the teenage 
years. Like us, love should grow and develop. 
In the same way a person who acts like a 
teenager all their life is deeply immature, the 

person who loves like a teenager is holding themselves 
back from being the full human being they were created to 
be. Part of the problem is that in English, we only have one 
word for love. In many other languages, they have various 
words. In Greek – the language the New Testament was 
written in – they have at the very least four different words 
for love. C.S. Lewis even wrote a whole book on the four 
‘loves’: an ‘empathy love’ which is a kind of love between 
family members and those who have been through simi-
lar intense experiences together; a ‘friend love’, which is 
between those who have common interests or passions; 
a ‘romantic love’, which is an erotic ‘being in love’; and 
finally, ‘gift love’, or unconditional love, where you seek 
out the good of someone else, sometimes with no benefit 
for yourself. 

Romantic love is often where love begins (though some-
times it can begin in friendship), but after a while, it’s not 
the romantic love that holds you together – and it may not 
even be the shared interests anymore. Rather it is the 
empathy love which brings things to fruition, the years of 
shared experiences together. But love still needs to keep 
on moving, towards ‘gift love’, the unconditional kind of love 
which gets little back in return. This is the kind of love we 
see with an elderly couple who may now drive each other 
up the wall, but nevertheless would do anything for each 
other. It is this kind of love which Jesus reveals as the heart 
of God – the kind of love which goes to the depths of hell 
for the good of the other. 

Perhaps you’re missing the kind of passionate excitement 
that you had as a teenager, wondering where all the passion 
has gone? That’s normal – it’s a sign that you’ve matured. 
Perhaps you’re wondering why you’re still with your other 
half (!) when you sometimes share little in common anymore 
other than shared history? That’s also normal – you’ve just 
reached the ‘empathy’ stage of love. Or perhaps you’ve got 
the difficult task of looking after a loved one who is suffer-
ing (which is rebounding on you), wondering why you’re 
putting yourself through all this? Once again, it’s normal to 
feel that way. But the fact that you are doing this is a sign 
of ‘gift love’, the most mature kind of love – it’s a glimpse 
into what God is like. Indeed, for the great theologian and 
philosopher Thomas Aquinas, true love wasn’t so much a 
feeling as an act of the will. This means that sometimes, 
you ‘decide’ to love someone, to care for them, to be with 
them. And the greatest of gift loves we can offer is back 
to God himself, to decide to love him, to be with him, to 
worship him – and to enjoy his love. 
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From the Editor....

A Thought for the Month
Some people treat God as they do a lawyer; they go to 

Him only when they are in trouble. - Anon

Our Front Cover

The unmistakable tower of St.Giles Church in Newcastle 
stands firm despite the troubles of the world. It has 

witnessed such a lot of changes over the years, and as we 
start a New Year, slowly emerging from the Covid epidemic, 
we are making changes to what we offer young families,their 
children, and the not so young. Details of these exciting new 
ventures are described in this issue.

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY 
COLLECTIONS

If you still have one of these collection boxes 
and have not yet handed it to Nona, please 

do so as soon as possible.

CHRISTINGLE COLLECTION 
A total £204.81 was donated for this appeal.
Our thanks to all those who donated.

Welcome to our February issue, which 
is full of articles which I hope you will 

enjoy reading.
As usual, it features a wide variety of items 
including details of our new groups for both 
very young people, families, and those who 
are a somewhat older. As we emerge from the 
Covid pandemic, it will be wonderful to enjoy 
the company of others for Worship and other 
activities in our Church and hall.
Our amazing 'Smart' mobile phones record 
our speech at the touch of a button, but in the 
1920's, a chance to hear your own voice and 
then to send it to someone else was looked 
upon as a miracle. Doctor Richard Talbot 
MBE, recalls the first ventures in public sound 
recording which took place in a Hanley store.
This month's Newcastle News pages include 
details of the increase in our Council tax 
and other financial aspects controlled by the 
Borough Council. It also features details of a 
multi-council collaboration project.
Two saints feature in this issue. Learn all about 
St.Valentine's Day and also a saint known for 
his healing miracles.
We welcome back our 'Good Shepherd' series 
after its short Christmas break.
All these and many more items feature in this 
bumper February issue.

Michael Pitstow

* * * * *
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Annual Parochial
Church Meeting

This will be taking place on 
Tuesday 24th May 2022 at 
7.30pm in St.Giles Church.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

'SHINE'
A NEW CHILDRENS 

AND FAMILIES GROUP!!
Some of you will have been 
members of the St Giles Church 
'Little Fishes' Toddler Group 
(previously Praise and Play) run 
by Jean Buckley. 
She is now starting an exciting 
new group for children of all 
ages and their carers. This will 
take place in our Church hall 
at 10.30am on the FIRST and 
THIRD Sunday of each month, 
starting this month.

NEW: Monthly Pattern
First Sunday: SHINE

Second: All-Age
Third: SHINE

Fourth: LIGHTHOUSE
URGENT: Help is required with 

these new ventures. If YOU 
can help, please contact Jean 

Buckley or the Rector.

LIGHTHOUSE
A Mini 'Messy Church'

Worshipping Jesus through
Games, Crafts, Songs & 

Activities.
Every 4th Sunday of the 

Month at 10.30am. in 
St.Giles'

30th January - Moses
27th March - Joshua

22nd May - David & Goliath
26th June - Pentecost

28th August - Ruth
25th September - Abraham
27th November - Christmas

What's On -
Something for You in 2022?

For the Young & Families
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What's On -
More for You in 2022?

Sponsored Walk & A New Group

CHRISTIAN AID WALK 
2ND APRIL 2022

TITTESWORTH 
RESERVOIR

Enjoy a walk in the beautiful 
countryside and help to raise 
money for Christian Aid. 
The Christian Aid Sponsored 
walk will take place at Tittesworth 
Reservoir on Saturday 2nd April. 
Starting at 10.00 am. 
Sponsor forms will be available in 
March to all allow time to collect 
sponsorship. 
St. Giles has supported Christian 
Aid for many years, so come and 
join us at Tittesworth on April 2nd 
and enjoy a lovely walk in the 
beautiful countryside. 
Four legged friends are very 
welcome. 

If you would like to be involved 
but don’t want to walk, we always 
need people to register the walkers. 

◆For more information contact 
Janet Iwanicki 01782 630069.

Some of our 2018(?) walkers

A New Venture!
It’s a New Year and time for new 
beginnings.
On Wednesday 2nd March, (Ash 
Wednesday), starting at 2.30pm, we 
are starting our new Fellowship group 
which will meet in our Church Hall.
This is a completely new venture and 
everyone will have involvement in 
setting up. We will need to discuss a 
name for the group and ideas about 
what sort of things will take place at 
its meetings.
 Provisional ideas are that there will 
be no subscriptions, but there will be a 
£1 entrance charge which will include 
a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit. 
At the St.Giles branch of the Mothers’ 
Union, (now closed), we had a very 
strong community and we would like 
to carry on with it and grow even 
stronger.
We will still be having our popular 
Advent Carol party in December, 
Covid permitting!!
So please come along with lots 
of ideas and if you know of any 
‘Speakers’ , please bring along their 
details for us.

Please put this date
in your diary-

Wednesday 2nd March at 2.30pm. - 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Wendy Burke
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An Alice 'Thank You'

Butterton village is remembering former resident, 
Doris Pinkstone, who died in December 2021 at 

the grand age of 102 
Doris and her husband Horace moved to Church 
View Butterton in June 1950 bringing up their children 
Philip,Vicky,Neil and Simon in  a cottage with no mains 
water or Electricity at the start of their tenancy
After Horace died in 1991 Doris moved to Loggerheads 
in 2002 to  be nearer relatives  She was  later cared 
for at the nursing home at Handford where she 
celebrated her 100th birthday  in style 
The village remembers her friendliness and sense of 
fun and particularly her  flower arranging skill for the 
church’s festivals
Butterton Church looks forward to holding a special 
service for Doris when some family members are able 
to travel from America
Reading from the “Butterton Folk” book the village 
holds so many memories for the family  It will be a 
day to treasure  when they return to the church to say  
farewell to Doris.

P.C.

◆Rev Josh and Rev Ann wearing the new regulation 
Holy Communion vestments for Residential Homes! 

(At Rowan Court, Newcastle)

The Butterton 
Bulletin

Bhsr & Phdbdr

◆On the 'run-up' to Christmas, a team of singers 
and clergy from St.Giles' visited various town centre 
locations, bringing some 'Christmas cheer' to them and 
collected donations on behalf of the 'Alice' charity. The 
charity have gratefully acknowledged the donation.

Ready for the operation?
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Off to the Peaks...
◆This series started last year and the previous part 
(7), was in our October 2021 issue before it took a 
'Christmas' break. It makes a welcome return this month.

Forty six years in the meat trade and forty years 
in qualified nursing, combined:- for what? My 

husband had retired early and I was part time at a 
nursing residential home for the elderly, due to retire 
in the near future. So when the opportunity came up 
to buy piece of land in the Derbyshire Peak District, 
we could see no difficulties.  We then bought 64 
swaledale Ewes and two tups as we were told that 
sheep didn't need much looking after.  How naive 
and green we were.....

It was important to watch and see that they all had a 
share of the feed, towards the end of pregnancy one 

or two expecting triplets weren’t as quick, so after the 
others had reached the trays these were singled out 
for special attention. “Is this the way the Lord sees our 
needs. Done without ceremony, quietly”.
From the first year of our involvement with sheep we 
have been very aware of the farmers standards in 
animal breeding they will pay extra for a pedigree cow 
or sheep - ewe or tup, prices can be extortionate, and 
wealthy farmers will pay. This also enables the less 
wealthy to obtain better stock and benefit from higher 
standards. Farmers know a good animal when they 
see one, and try to produce a high quality beast where 
possible. For Swales to produce a good mule lamb, they 
need to have good markings and be of a large size. You 
don’t get big lambs out of small ewes, mothers need 
a broad good sized head, white nose black face and a 
good black ruff around the neck, a good milk bag with 
two teats. 
The tup needs to have come from good stock, be of a 
good size, have a curly coat, and have produced lambs 
with good markings in previous years.  It isn’t so much 
of what you can see in the colouring of the tup but in his 
genes, a bit of trial and error here, and expensive.  If you 

get a good breeding tup look after him for future years.  
The mule gimmer lambs for the best need to be a good 
size have a long coat, crinkled as if crimped, long white 
legs with black knees, ears with brown inner hair, black 
and white faces, perfection would be two white flecks 
each side of the black nose.  A good pen of ten at market 
would push up the price of all your others.  The tups 
which cost up to thirty times more than the ewes wear 
identity markings in the ear, and we name them.  The 
only time the ewes receive an individual recognition is 
when they have lambed until they are sheared, when 
they get numbered.  
While waiting for lambing to commence we repair the 
walls, or rebuild, make the fences lamb proof, filling in 
the gaps under the lower wires, fill the water troughs 
with stones.  We learned a very sad lesson the first 
lambing by not reducing the depth of the water, when 
we walked over one of the fields where the singles had 
started lambing and saw one ewe which had lambed on 
her own the previous day, which we had marked with 
a number, with no lamb.  I saw Tom run down the bank 
fast, to the water trough not knowing why, only to watch 
him lift out a lovely day old dead drowned lamb.  Very 
upsetting because it was virtually our fault, our lack of 
experience.  We haven’t made that mistake again.  So 
much to learn, how many more mistakes will we make, 
but, I do know that this is where the Lord wants us, and 
he will guide us, and be with us.
The second week of February when Tom was spraying 
the front foot of one of the Tups, he lifted his head 
and knocked his chin, it didn’t look much a very small 
discolouration.  Tom is always most careful to keep 
everything clean and tidy, it’s a follow on to working for 
so many years in the meat industry.  So the chin was 
immediately washed well with soap and water.  The 
small area half a centimetre, so tiny was still there 14 
days later.  Then within 24 hours the glands on the neck 
were swollen and painful, the small mark had increased 
in size, weeping and crusty, and angry looking.  

The Good Shepherd
by Judith Thompson

Part 8

Continued...
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Over the next week we spent several hours at the 
hospital and the doctors, trying to get the right 
treatment for orf, an infection of sheep which we 
vaccinate the lambs against each year, but rarely 
passes onto humans, but when there is a secondary 
infection it can be quite serious.  We live in a town 
several miles from the sheep, and the local doctors 
had no experience of this condition, so it was us, 
telling the consultant at the local A & E all about it, 
giving him the information obtained from the internet, 
and a very good practice nurse from the sheep 
rearing area of Yorkshire, but even she hadn’t seen 
the lesions on the face, or in the mouth before.  The 
swelling was quite frightening to see.  It was some 
help to be told it wasn’t life threatening and thank the 
lord it did start to improve in 10 days, but the sore 
was still apparent months later. It was very debilitating 
and took months before Tom returned to full health 
again.  We were very thankful that this happened in 
mid February, if it had happened at lambing time I 
don’t know how we would have coped.  

Continued next month.

The Good Shepherd continued....

One of Stoke-on-Trent's most promminent churches 
has been given a grant of £982,000 to help repair 

its roof and internal work.
St.Mark's Church in Shelton is Grade-II listed and has 
been placed on the 'Heritage At Risk' Register due to 
its poor state of repair. It was built in 1831-4, with later 
additions by John Oates of Halifax, as a Commissioners 
Church. The West tower, nave with 2 aisles and chancel 
were added in 1866 by R.Scrivener. 
As well as the repairs, the money will also go towards 
a community project which will help the areas diverse 
population celebrate and record their heritage. There 
will also be training and volunteering opportunities as 
well.
The Bishop of Stafford, the Right Reverend Matthew 
Parker, said: “It is excellent news that the future of 
this landmark building and significant part of Stoke-
on-Trent’s ‘spiritual capital’ has been secured through 
this grant."

“I want to pay tribute to the Team Rector, Phillip Jones, 
and all the team who have worked with him on this 
exciting project. We look forward to St Mark’s playing 
a renewed role in Shelton and the wider city.”
The latest grant follows an earlier award of £252,000 
for the development phase. That included surveying the 
190-year-old church to see what work was needed and 
how much it would cost. It brings the total grant funding 
to £1.27 million.
Parts of the scheme will begin soon and run for a three-
year period, and the repair work is expected to start by 
early summer. 
St Mark’s became known as the Potter’s Cathedral as 
it was built during the Industrial Revolution and was a 
focal point for those who worked in the areas ceramics 
industry.

Sanctus
Sanctus at St Marks Shelton exists to welcome, support 
and walk alongside people who are isolated, due to 
leaving behind the country of their birth to seek sanctuary 
in the UK. Our name comes from the Latin word which 
means Holy. We believe that there is no action more 
holy than welcoming and loving people.
We know that faith is an important aspect of many 
peoples lives, and is often the reason why they have 
fled from the country of their birth. And so we aim for 
our welcome to reflect and acknowledge that, offering 
support to people of all faiths and none.

Drop In for Asylum Seekers and Refugees
Refugees and asylum seekers in Stoke-on-Trent are 
invited to drop-in on a Wednesday morning, for a listening 
ear, help with bureaucracy, a informal English lessons, 
support with accommodation and assistance with food, 
baby equipment, family support and assistance with 
accessing a legal representative.
Men, women and children are all welcome.  We have 
‘stay and play’ activities for pre-school children. 
The drop-in sessions are supported by a team of 
committed volunteers, Sexual Health Services, Refugee 
and asylum nursing team (including mental health), 
Citizens Advice Bureau, The Department for Work and 
Pensions, Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce  and 
other organisations.

* * * *

A Grant for St.Mark's
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From the archives of Dr Richard Talbot MBE

The Voice Recording machine

The science of recording voices became an 
important feature of the 1920s. By the 1930s the 

realisation of its commercial benefits soon attracted 
new methods of exploiting the technique for gain.

In May 1936, the voice recording machine found 
new avenues by using the technique for private 
recording in large stores. One such local store was 
Bratt and Dyke an important and well patronised 
shop in Stafford Street, Hanley proving a cause of 
great attraction.
At the time it was described as a marvel of modern 
science which made a gramophone record of a 
person’s voice at a modest cost of 6d. It worked 
by the insertion of a coin in a slot and the person 
speaking into the microphone could either sing or 
record a message and it would be recorded on a five 
inch unbreakable record was immediately delivered 
and would play on any gramophone. It was stated 
that up to 125 words could be recorded.
A part of its attraction stated at the time that it would 
give pleasure to your friends in any part of the 
world to receive one of those vocal messages at a 
small charge of just 6d plus 2d for an envelope and 
gramophone needles. The machine was installed in 
a private booth which enabled personal messages to 
be recorded. Vastly different than having a recorder 
always ready at the press of a button on a mobile 
phone.
 

 

 

◆ The  Amer i can 
' Vo i c e - O - G r a p h ' 
represents one of 
the earliest forms of 
recording, enabling 
use rs  t o  reco rd 
song  o r  spoken 
word onto 6” vinyl. 
It was placed in a 
Department store 
for about two weeks 
before being moved 
to a new location.

By Dr Herbert McGonigle
Part 2

More than conquerors: 
In the depth of the sea!

(Micah 7:19)

The Bible is very expressive when it comes to 
speaking about how God can forgive our sins. It 

uses many descriptions to tell us how our sins are both 
forgiven and forgotten.
Here is a sample of these great promises. Our sins are  
‘forgiven,’ (Ps. 32:5); ‘washed thoroughly’ and ‘blotted 
out’ (Ps. 51:2, 9);  ‘forgiven and covered’ (Ps. 85:2); 
‘washed whiter than snow’ (Is. 1:18); ‘taken away’ (Is. 
6:7); ‘put behind His back’ (Is. 38:17); ‘laid on Him’ (Is. 
53:6); ‘remembered no more’ (Jer. 31:34); ‘pardoned’ 
(Jer. 33:8); ‘destroyed’ (Rom. 6:6);  ‘purged’ (Heb. 
1:3)’  ‘borne for us’ (1 Pet. 2:24); ‘washed away’ (Rev. 
1:5). What glorious news this is! In Christ we are truly 
forgiven! Our sins are cancelled! God will not hold our 
guilty past against us!
The prophet Micah has a very dramatic way of telling 
us this. He says that God has cast our sins ‘into the 
depths of the sea’ (7:19). So how deep is the sea? Far 
out in the Western Pacific Ocean, two hundred miles 
from the island of Guam, lies the deepest part of the 
earth’s oceans. It is called the Mariana Trench. It is 
more than 1500 miles long and over 40 miles wide but 
it is its depth that is awesome. It plunges down into 
the ocean bed for some 35,800 feet. By comparison, 
Everest, the world’s highest mountain, is 29,000 feet in 
height.  That means that the Mariana Trench goes lower 
into the ocean bed than the peak of Everest stretches 
up to the clouds. At that frightening depth the pressure 
from the waters above is more than eight tons to the 
square inch!
While these geographical facts and figures compel 
our attention, the theology of our forgiveness is even 

Continued on the next page....
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✟ All those who 
are sick and in 
hospital.

✟ All those 
unable to leave 
their homes 
through fear.

✟ All those who fear that their job may be in 
danger of being lost.
✟ All those who have lost loved ones.
✟ All those who are waiting for hospital and 
medical appointments.
✟ All those who worry due to increasing 
food and energy prices.
✟ All those who work for the Emergency 
Services.
✟ All those who feel isolated and lonely.

more wonderful! When we are ‘in Christ’ 
as His redeemed people, our sins are truly 
forgiven.God has thrown them into the depth 
of the sea, never to be resurrected! They 
are buried forever in the vast abyss of God’s 
unfathomable love and mercy. What great, 
good news the gospel brings! Our guilty past 
is both forgiven and forgotten!
A few months after his evangelical conversion 
in May 1738, John Wesley went to Herrnhut in 
Germany. He met the Moravian hymn writer 
Johann Andreas Rothe. Wesley had learned 
German and enjoyed singing the Moravian 
hymns. He translated many of them into 
English, including one of Rothe’s great hymns 
that includes the lines:
O Love, Thou bottomless abyss
My sins are swallowed up in 
Thee Covered is my unrighteousness
Nor spot of guilt remains on me.
While Jesu’s blood through earth and skies
Mercy, free boundless mercy, cries.

By Dr Herbert McGonigle, former Senior Lecturer 
in Historical Theology & Church History, Nazarene 
Theological College, Manchester.

Faith & Hope continued.... February 14th.
The Feast day of St Valentine

There are two confusing things about this day of romance and 
anonymous love-cards strewn with lace, cupids and ribbon: 

firstly, there seems to have been two different Valentines in the 
4th century – one a priest martyred on the Flaminian Way, under 
the emperor Claudius, the other a bishop of Terni martyred at 
Rome. And neither seems to have had any clear connection 
with lovers or courting couples.
So why has Valentine become the patron saint of romantic love? 
By Chaucer’s time the link was assumed to be because on these 
saints’ day -14th February – the birds are supposed to pair. 
Or perhaps the custom of seeking a partner on St Valentine’s 
Day is a surviving scrap of the old Roman Lupercalia festival, 
which took place in the middle of February. One of the Roman 
gods honoured during this Festival was Pan, the god of nature. 
Another was Juno, the goddess of women and marriage. During 
the Lupercalia it was a popular custom for young men to draw 
the name of a young unmarried woman from a name-box. The 
two would then be partners or ‘sweethearts’ during the time of 
the celebrations. Even modern Valentine decorations bear an 
ancient symbol of love – Roman cupids with their bows and 
love-arrows.
There are no churches in England dedicated to Valentine, 
but since 1835 his relics have been claimed by the Carmelite 
church in Dublin.

The Rules of Marriage -
Some real-life answers from a group of children:

How do you decide who to marry?
You've got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if 
you like sports, she should like it that you like sports, and she 
should keep the chips and dip coming. – Alan, age 10
No person really decides before they grow up who they’re going 
to marry. God decides it all way before, and you get to find out 
later who you’re stuck with. – Kirsten, age 10
What is the right age to get married?
23 is the best age because you’ll have known the person 
FOREVER by then. – Camille, age 10
No age is good to get married at. You've got to be a fool to get 
married. – Freddie, age 6
How can a stranger tell if two people are married?
You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be 
yelling at the same kids. – Derrick, age 8 Parish Pump
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Take-a-Break   

Smile-A-While

* * Answers on page 16 * *

February Wordsearch

February is the month of romance. Millions of Valentine 
cards will be sent in the next week or two, as we celebrate 

our romantic love for that special person in our lives. But 
there are other kinds of love to celebrate, and on Candlemas, 
(February 2nd), we remember Mary and Joseph taking their 
baby son to the temple to present Him to God. Jesus’ whole 
life was a loving present to us from God.  Through His death 
for us on the cross, and His resurrection, His love can now 
transform anyone’s life. Romance can die, but God’s love for 
us is always there. But it won’t do us much good – unless 
we accept it!

Valentine
Rose
Romance
Love
Present
Restaurant
Hearts

Kiss 
   hug

girlfriend
boyfriend
fiancé
worship

angels
baby
temple
Mary
Repentance
Candlemas
presentation

"It's nice to see that our 'Knitting Circle' are 
helping us to reduce our Carbon Footprint."

Medium Sudoku

A Prayer for Candlemas (February 2nd)

Newsletter Blooper
◆22 members were present 
at the church meeting held 
at the home of Mrs. Marsha 
Crutchfield last evening. 
Mrs. Crutchfield and Mrs. 
Rankin sang a duet, The 
Lord Knows Why.

Dennis Brammer
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Academy Activities

St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy
As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be  

Tel: 01782 91764   www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk     Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindness Kits 
Created by St Giles’ and St George’s 

We created 16 kits for children who are not as fortunate as us and showing our 
loving and compassionate school values.  
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Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

has been made available from Government – in this case 
it will amount to £0.360m.
Unringfenced Government funding of £915k has been 
secured (including £240k of new burdens funding to offset 
the costs of administering Coronavirus business support 
grants and test and trace payments). Further specific 
Government funding has also been received to assist with 
the Council’s response to the Coronavirus during 2021/22, 
this includes £35k for elections, £174k for outbreak control 
and £115k was secured from the Welcome Back fund.
As well as external funding the Council will expect to see 
an increase in income in 2022/23. This includes £154k 
from Council Tax and £158k from fees and charges for 
Council services.
A further £148k will come from an increase in the Council 
Tax and Business Rate base as a result of an increase in 
the number of residential properties and businesses in the 
borough.
It is also expected the One Council plan will bring about 
£600k worth of savings in the next financial year. ‘One 
Council’ brings together a range of services in a more 
effective working model and uses improved online 
accessibility to provide customer services more efficiently.
And, among other changes made possible by new 
technologies a life-saving detection system will be installed 
at Jubilee 2, meaning that fewer lifeguards are needed pool-
side, alongside automated kiosks, digital booking facilities 
and virtual fitness classes.
The revised capital programme includes huge regeneration 
projects, for which external Government funding has been 
secured through the Town Deals Fund (£3.246m) and the 
Future High Streets Fund (£5.341m).
Investment in the capital programme for 2022/23 to 2024/25 
- totalling £66.652m - will be funded by:

£41.080m – from external funding sources 
£11.628m – from capital receipts
£13.944m – from prudential borrowing.

As part of the Council’s balances and reserves £840k will 
be transferred to the Walleys Quarry reserve to support the 
Council’s court action in the appeal from Walleys Quarry 
Ltd., against the Statutory Nuisance Abatement Notice. 
This, along with £160k from the Lower Tier Services Grant 
means a £1m budget allocation in this reserve.

More Newcastle News ....

Money Matters

Newcastle’s Cabinet have approved an increase 
in Council Tax of just 1.99 per cent, less than in 

previous years, as part of the Council’s budget for 
the next financial year.
This would mean an increase of £4.10 a year, or 8p 
a week, for the majority of families in the borough - 
those in Band D properties.
Properties in tax bands A, B and C – which make up 
70 per cent of all households in Newcastle-under-
Lyme – will pay an average of just three pence per 
week extra.
The budget also hits the mark with continuing 
investment of £250,000 from the Borough Growth 
Fund.
In 2022/23 this will invest £100,000 in the One 
Council programme and a further £100,000 will be 
invested in sustainable environmental projects such 
carbon reduction schemes and the tree-planting 
strategy being carried out across the borough in the 
next few years. The remaining £50,000 will support 
initiatives for boosting footfall in the town centre.   
The Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy 
shows that the Council faces a “gap” in the budget, 
the difference between what it needs to spend and 
the finance it has available, of £1.3m in the next 
financial year and £4.2m over the five year period of 
the Medium Term Financial Strategy.
Savings of £1,182m will be required in 2023/24, 
another £926k in the year after, £457k in 2025/26 
and £387k in 2026/27.
Cabinet member for finance, town centres and 
growth, Stephen Sweeney, said: “This is a hard-
working budget, balanced in extremely difficult 
circumstances.
The Council’s revenue budget relies on fees and 
charges across a wide range of services, mainly 
Jubilee2 and charges for car parking. Due to the 
Covid-19 restrictions losses for this financial year 
will amount to £1.140m. As such losses have been 
as a direct result of the pandemic, financial support 
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Collaboration programme and 
County Deal proposals

Newcastle is one of nine Staffordshire councils 
working together on a County Deal

Nine Staffordshire councils have pledged to work closer 
together and pursue a County Deal with Government 
under its ‘Levelling Up’ agenda.
Staffordshire council leaders are pledging to work closer 
than ever on the economy, skills and training, climate 
change and improved public services, building on their 
effective joint working to help residents and businesses 
through the Covid-19 pandemic.
They are drawing up ambitious plans to create more 
jobs and opportunities for Staffordshire people, improve 
public health, and tackle the challenges of waste and 
recycling. These plans could be delivered faster with 
extra funding and support available through a County 
Deal, say the councils.
Simon Tagg, Leader of Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough 
Council, said:  “In Newcastle we have demonstrated 
that, working together with our partners, we can put 
forward well-crafted, realistic, shared visions that 
central government can fully endorse. By working 
together across Staffordshire, with shared aims and 
strong, cohesive leadership, I believe we can bring in 
the investment needed to effectively tackle, at a local 
level, some of the national issues being faced by our 
communities.”
Alan White, Leader of Staffordshire County Council, 
said: “Whether standing shoulder to shoulder to protect 
the vulnerable through the pandemic, or moving the 
earth to create new business parks ready for investment, 
we deliver best when we work together. Collaboration 
is at the heart of all we do best in Staffordshire, and 
thanks to strong local leadership, we have a track record 
to prove it.
“This agreement builds on our strengths and offers the 
Government the perfect platform here, in the nationally 
valued centre of the country, to pursue its levelling up 
agenda.
“Come what may, Staffordshire councils will continue to 
work hand in glove. But a County Deal and additional 
investment in Staffordshire would help us put our foot 
to the floor and accelerate the positive changes we can 
make for the 850,000 people we serve.”

A Joint Leaders Board is to be created to oversee 
the delivery of an agreed set of priorities, and the 
development of a County Deal for Staffordshire. This 
Board will further strengthen the strong, local democratic 
leadership in the county.
Discussions are now underway with Government 
Ministers and civil servants on a series of proposals.

◆GOING - GONE - The old 'Civic Offices' in Merrial 
Street are now being demolished.

◆CLOSED - Discount giant Poundland has closed one 
of its two Newcastle town centre stores. The smaller 
Castle Walk branch has now closed but Newcastle’s 
other Poundland store - on the High Street, (formerly 
Woolworths), remains open.

◆BELONG MANAGER - Josephine Mollison,  a former 
coffee shop manager has progressed to one of the 
top roles at the state-of-the-art Belong care village in 
Newcastle-under-Lyme after leaving her previous job 
to pursue a career in care. Josephine is from Crewe, 
and has been appointed Support Manager of Belong 
on Lower Street, Newcastle.  As the registered manager 
with the Care Quality Commission, she is responsible for 
ensuring the highest standards of nursing and dementia 
care for residents of each of the village’s households. 
She also makes sure that Support Workers receive the 
right training to meet these requirements and are up-to-
date with best practice.
Josephine’s journey in care started in 2013 when 
she became a Support Worker at Belong in Crewe. 
Previously she was the manager of a coffee shop but felt 
that she hadn’t found real job satisfaction. Over the past 
eight years, she has developed particular expertise in 
dementia care, which led to her being named Dementia 
Champion at the organisation’s annual internal awards, 
the Belong Champion Awards, last year.

◆STAFFORD HOTEL FLATTENED - The 91-bedroom 
Best Western Tillington Hall Hotel, in Stafford has been 
demolished and the site prepared for development.
The three-star hotel closed in May, 2021 after 
accommodating NHS staff and key-workers during the 
Coronavirus lockdowns. It comes as the 'Restfull Homes 
Group' have submitted plans to build a four-storey, 
145-bedroom care home on the Eccleshall Road site.

     With thanks to the Newcastle Borough web-site.
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St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS
Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)

All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.

Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church 
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid 
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day Time Event / Meeting Termtime
only Information / Contact

Sunday St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
Monday 6.00pm - 9.00pm Rainbows & Guides ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
Monday Monthly 7.30pm Church Council Rev Josh - Zoom at present
Tuesday 12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Tuesday 6.00pm-8.00pm Brownies ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904

Wednesday 9.00am - 11.00am Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group

✔ Penny Richards (01782)  711631.

Wednesday 1.10pm - 1.45pm Oasis Communion Service Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Wednesday 7.30pm Church Choir Rev. Peter Nisbeck (01782) 662379
Thursday 10.00am - 12pm Keep Fit Class Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm St.Thomas' Church open Please check: (01782) 614847

Friday Fortnightly**
9.00am - Noon

Church open Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
Friday Coffee Bar **See Calendar page & Memo for details
Friday Mini Market Pat Lovatt  - See above.
Friday 10.45am Fortnightly Chapel Prayers Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Friday 7.15pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Friday

Sunday
7.30pm &
10.30am

Bell-Ringing
St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton

John Maddison (01782) 853169
David Powell (01782) 714060

Any Saturday/Extra events and services are listed on the back page of this issue.
For any additions/changes - please contact the Editor

3rd February - St. Blaise and 
the cure for sore throats

St. Blaise is the saint for you if you have a sore 
throat, or a pet who is ill. He was born in Sebastea, 

ancient Armenia, (now Sivas, in Turkey) sometime 
during the late 3rd century, and became a physician. 
But his compassion did not stop there: he went on to 
become bishop of Sebastea, and thus a physician of 
souls. Known for his dedication to prayer, Blaise taught 
by his own example of virtue and sanctity, as much as 
by his words. His ministry was accompanied by many 
miracles of healing, and people (and animals) came 
flocking to him from near and far. 

When in 316 the governor of Cappadocia and Lesser 
Armenia began a persecution of Christians, Blaise was 
arrested. As he was being led to prison, a distraught 
mother, whose only child was choking to death on 
a fishbone, threw herself at his feet and begged for 
help. Blaise prayed, and immediately the child was 
cured. Regardless, the governor had him beaten and 
beheaded. But the miracle was not forgotten by the 
people who loved him, and Blaise became the patron 
saint of illnesses of the throat, and of wild beasts.
Blaise was one of the most popular saints of the Middle 
Ages. There are several churches named after him in 
England, from Cornwall to Oxfordshire.  
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St.Thomas
BUTTERTON

 6th FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
 10.30 am Holy Communion

13th THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
 10.30 am Holy Communion

 20TH SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
 10.30 am Holy Communion

 27TH SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
 10.30 am Holy Communion

February Calendars

MARCH 
PARISH NEWS

Please email all items to the Editor: -  
pitstowm@aol.com

Closing date: Tuesday, Feb. 15th.

Any changes to Government Covid 
regulations may mean that changes have to 
be made to the Services and events shown 

Take-a-Break Answers

Tuesday 1st  10.00 am Bible Study at Church

Wednesday 2nd Candlemas
1.10 pm   Oasis Communion
2.00 pm   GLOW

Friday 4th  9.00am  - 12 noon Coffee Morning

6th   FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
 10.30 am  Holy Communion
 In the Hall SHINE a time for children

8th Tuesday 2.30 pm Service at Hempstalls Hall

9th Wednesday 1.10 pm  Oasis Communion

13th THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
 10.30 am  All Age Service

15th Tuesday 10.00 am Bible Study at Church
       CLOSING DATE for March Parish News

16th Wednesday 1.10 pm  Oasis Communion

18th Friday 9.00 -12 noon Coffee Morning

20th  SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
 10.30 am Holy Communion
 In the Hall SHINE a time for children

23rd Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

27th  SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
 8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
 10.30 am Holy Communion
 In the Hall SHINE a time for children

New For You in 22?
New groups for the young and 
'Young at Heart' - Pages 4 & 5


