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Rev. Ann Taylor
writes...

Welcome 2022.  Another year has passed 
with the shadow of Covid about us.   

Thankfully during this year we have been able 
to begin our usual services.   Even with the 
restrictions and protections in place we have 
enjoyed worship and time together.   I am very 
grateful to all those who are joining us on a 
Sunday morning and at other times of the week.   
Not, sadly, back to our previous numbers but 
still looking forward to growing the Kingdom 
here in Newcastle and at Butterton.   I hope that 
this year, with all the care and precautions that 
have been put in place, others may feel ready 
to join us with confidence for their health.  It 
is always good to worship together.   And my 
thanks to our Rector for his leadership and care 
of us over this past year, for his wisdom and 
for his friendship.  We have been truly blest.      

Our Christmas services have brought great 
joy to many people as again we welcomed the 
Christ child and delighted to hear the young-
sters enjoying the age old stories and songs 
of Christmas.   I would thank all the schools 
who brought youngsters into the church for 
Carols, Christingle, Nativity, School Services 
and to all who have made Christmas a heart 
warming special feast, to Butterton for their 
outdoor Carols and a very, very special thank 
you to St Giles own choir and readers,  and 
especially to the Revd Peter for our Service of 
Lessons and Carols. My brother, very emotion-
ally, wrote of his time in St Giles choir, how, 
as a boy,  he had sung a solo in, In the Bleak 
Midwinter, with Bert Cope as choirmaster, 
and Margaret Emery as organist, a memory 
he has never forgotten, and still moves him, 
surely memories of the holiness of Christmas 
should never be forgotten.  Christmas crowns 
the year with its promise that God will always 
hold us in love, that we are never forgotten, 
that Emmanuel, God with us, is the promise 
not just for that season but should be in our 

hearts for the whole of the rest of our lives.   May that 
glimpse of glory, that vision of God’s presence be alive 
throughout this coming year.  

Personally I have never really liked New Year.   Not just 
because 2022 makes me a year older or that last year 
was so good I don’t want to see it go because, of course, 
with Covid, it wasn’t.   I think, maybe I am a little afraid to 
tread into the future because January 1st the world looks 
like a snowy field, barren, featureless, just awaiting us to 
stride onto the field in our wellies and make new tracks 
into the new year.  Maybe the words of the old Carol, … 
In his Master’s steps he trod … should be our byword for 
the coming year, we should do a little more trusting and 
following as we enter the new year, I should have more 
confidence in treading the Jesus path with him.

  We don’t know where 2022 will lead, there will be great 
days, sad days, and days when we wished we had stayed 
in bed.   But there will be days of joy and fun when we meet 
old friends and new friends, when maybe we will begin 
again.   I know that on 23 January at the morning service 
we will be having a celebration of MU and looking towards 
a new and exciting future in Fellowship.    Come along to 
find out.   We will yet again be spending time together at 
Coffee morning and at Church to bring together church 
and town in community, celebrating our faith and our love 
for each other, I am sure there will be new initiatives to 
help us learn more of our faith and our God.  I know we 
will, both at St Giles and St Thomas be growing together 
in faith and in love for each other.    And we will walk the 
Christian story together.    The church is part of the great 
family of Jesus and as all families we each have a valued 
and important part to play.    I hope that this year we will 
see ourselves invigorated in the service of our Lord and 
invigorated in our fellowship with each other.   

At New Year I remember the poem by Minnie Louise 
Haskins, made so famous in the Christmas message of 
George VI.  Which still features in the ironwork around his 
tomb and that of the Queen Mother. 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 
And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand 
into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light 
and safer than a known way.” So I went forth, and finding 
the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.

God bless your New Year and bring you joy in your fel-
lowship with each other and with God. 
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On Sunday 23rd January 2022, the St.Giles 
morning service starting at 10.30 am, will be 

dedicated to Mothers’ Union. Don’t worry - We are 
not recruiting for new members and gentleman are 
of course very welcome to attend. We are hoping 
that a special preacher will come and mark the 
occasion.
There will be a display in the Church hall of 
Mother’s Union memorabilia and lots of photos - 
how many people will you be able to recognise?
There will also be cake and so please come along 
and help us to celebrate Mothers’ Union.

Wendy Burke

◆Churchyard Survey - Laurie Bailey wishes to 
thank everyone who has taken part in recording 
headstones and memorials in our churchyard 
and he says that work will be now suspended 
until next spring.
◆Children's Society - Will those who have 
Children's Society boxes please return their 
boxes to Nona Wildman for the annual count 
of contents. Thank you to everyone for your 
continuing support.
◆Thank You - Wendy Burke wishes to thank 
all those who supported the Christmas Market 
Cake stall, and also everyone who donated and 
helped with production of Christingles.
◆Christian Aid - The 2021 Christian Aid walk 
that never was, raised £27,463.50p.  Thank you 
everyone who did their own walk or sponsored 
someone who was doing a walk, or made a 
donation. 

A date for your diary:-
Christian Aid walk 2nd April 2022.

Plenty of time to get into training for a walk 
round Tittesworth reservoir. 

A Thought for the Coming Year:- 
Do not be afraid: For God has not given us a spirit of 
fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

 (2 Timothy 1:7)

From the Editor....

Welcome to our first issue of 2022, a year 
of continued uncertainty, but our continued 

faith and prayer will help us to see it through.
This issue recalls some of the Christmas 
celebrations at both of our churches, and also 
celebrates the Epiphany.  It also features various 
items to help us into the New Year.
The New Year is expected to put some 'New' 
into Newcastle as the re-development of the 
Sainsburys/Ryecroft site starts to take place. 
Our  popular 'Newcatle News' pages give details 
of the expected developments and the possible 
loss of a key 'Midway' building.
My thanks to all those who donate so generously 
to Parish News, both finanically and with text 
and photographs, all of which help to produce 
the publication that so many enjoy.

A Happy New Year to you all.   Michael Pitstow



 Page 4

What's Gone: November 21st
Christmas Market

                                      This year, our Christmas Fayre became 
a 'Christmas Market', when we linked up with Newcastle BID, 
providing free children's activities when they switched on the 
Newcastle Christmas lights. A large number attended but the amount 
raised was less than 'Fayre' years which was slightly disappointing. 
Our thanks to all those who were involved with this event.
Cakes                       £ 276.87
Refreshments           £ 121
Raffle                         £ 120
Fancy Goods             £ 108
Christmas woolies      £  88.80
Teddy and Sweets      £  61.91
Clothes                       £  52
Cake Raffle                 £  47
Books                         £  22
Additional monies        £ 39.55      
plus donation               £ 1000.00         
Event total                  £ 1937.00
We expect around £100 deduction for expenses.

Continued....

Our grateful thanks 
t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o 
supported and operated 
the various stalls, and 
to all those who helped 
with the refreshments 
and children's activities.
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●During the afternoon of the Market, we welcomed the choir from St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School who 
sang, (beautifully) a selection of festive items. Our thanks to all the children, their conductor, Caroline Walton, 
and the Headteacher, Mrs. Mellor, for the wonderful musical interlude.

What's Gone: December 12th
Christingle & Nativity

A huge 'Thank You' to all those involved.
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What's Gone: December 19th.
Town Carol Service

What's Gone: December 21st.
Town Centre Carols

TOP:  Rev. Peter Nisbeck was presented with a gift 
from the choir after the Service, for all the hard work 
that he had done since helping with the choir.
LEFT: The combined choir ready to sing in St.Giles'.
BELOW: On Tuesday 21st December from 12.00 noon 
to 1.30 p.m.,  a choir from St Giles visited various 
locations in the town, singing Christmas songs and 
bringing Christmas cheer to the people of Newcastle. 
They finished in Mc Donald’s where they were provided 
with liquid refreshments. Donations were collected for 
the Alice Charity.

NOTE: The top two images are 'stills' from video footage which causes a loss in quality. Dennis Brammer
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Butterton Carols

Butterton Carol Singing took place on Sunday 
afternoon, December 12th, and as it was 

planned as an outdoor event we were blessed 
with good weather and it was even pleasant to 
be outside in lovely countryside. 

About 40 people were welcomed by Rev Josh 
at the end of the lane leading to St Thomas 
Church. Carols were sung at stops along the 
lane and then outside the church where they 
found a manger, lights and two bonfires. One 
cannot deny there were a few mishaps.  We 
could not find a donkey but we did find a pony. 
Unfortunately, come the morning, the pony had lost a 
shoe but his understudy, a lovely horse, gently carried 
his proficient rider Mary with great dignity only to leave 
his mark as he came into the churchyard! That morning, 
too, Joseph tested positive for covid – we like to be topi-
cal in Butterton! His place was taken by a sporting and 
dignified Oliver so Mary did not have to enter the stable 
alone. So all went well as we processed and sung along 
the drive behind a star which led the “donkey carrying 
Mary and led by Joseph to the stable”.  Carols continued 
outside the church helped along with mulled wine and 
mince pies, the heat and glow of the bonfire and a very 
friendly convivial atmosphere. 

After a while people went into church to listen to the 
glorious sound of the Cor Bach voices and then the soaring 
notes of Oliver’s saxophone (St Thomas’ organist before 
he went to uni). This ranged from Bach to jazz and was 
wonderful and moving. The church was decorated 
with a beautiful Christmas trees that had been 
donated and lights and greenery in the windows.

Special thanks must go to the Cor Bach singers 
and to Oliver for giving their time, also to Beth 
for bringing and supervising the horse and to 
Francesca for dressing up as Mary. Also thanks 
to Faye and Sandra for preparing and serving 
the mulled wine, tea, coffee and mince pies. 

Donations were in support of the Children’s 
Society and thanks to those who supported this 
charity.

What's Gone at Butterton

Butterton Meal: November 26th.

Thirty one people attended the meal at Newcastle 
Golf Club on a wild and cold evening. The room and 

tables had been tastefully decorated and the food was 
good, so what more did you want. There was a quiz on 
the tables of recognising “famous” people mainly with 
the idea of creating conversation. It certainly did that, 
in fact some may have been heated, and I’ll leave you 
to guess which group got the most correct, again!  It 
was a good social evening of people from the village, 
St Thomas and St Giles. Thanks to Val for organising. 

Thanks to Sue Taylor & Glynn Edwards
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Where did the Wise Men come from?

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi 
had originally been a religious caste among the 

Persians. Their devotion to astrology, divination and 
the interpretation of dreams led to an extension in the 
meaning of the word, and by the first century the Magi 
in Matthew’s gospel could have been astrologers from 
outside of Persia. Some scholars believe they might have 
come from what was then Arabia Felix, or as we would 
say today, southern Arabia.  
It is true that in the first century astrology was practised 
there, and it was the region where the Queen of Sheba 
had lived. She of course had visited Solomon and would 
have heard the prophecies about how one day a Messiah 
would be born to the Israelites and become their king. 
Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi asked 
Herod: ‘Where is the One who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw His star in the east and have come to 
worship Him.’ So it is possible that in southern Arabia the 
Queen of Sheba’s story of how a Messiah would one day 
be sent to the Israelites had survived. Certainly, there are 
a number of other early legends that connect southern 
Arabia with Solomon’s Israel.    
To many people this makes sense: that the ancient stories 
of a Messiah, linked to later astrological study, prompted 
these alert and god-fearing men to the realisation that 
something very stupendous was happening in Israel. 
They realised that after all these centuries, the King of 
the Jews, the Messiah, was about to be born.   
One more interesting thing that gives weight to the theory 
that the Magi came from southern Arabia is this: if you 
study any map of Palestine as it was during biblical 
times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan routes 
all entered Palestine ‘from the East’.   

What about the gifts of 
Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh?

The story of the coming of the Magi grew in the telling. 
By the 6th century they had acquired names: Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthasar. By medieval times they were 
considered to be kings. Whoever they were, we do 
know from Matthew that they brought three gifts to 
Jesus.   
What about their gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh? While we cannot know for sure what was in the 
minds of first century Magi, one Victorian scholar has 
offered a possible explanation as to the significance 
of their gifts. He was the Rev John Henry Hopkins, an 
American Episcopalian minister, who in 1857 wrote 
his much-loved Christmas carol, ‘We Three Kings of 
Orient Are’.
Gold, said John Henry Hopkins, was a gift that 
would have been given to a king. Frankincense 
had traditionally been brought by priests as they 
worshipped God in the Temple. Myrrh was a spice 
that the ancients used in preparing bodies for burial.  
If that is true, then you could say that the Wise Men, 
in choosing their gifts for this infant, honoured Jesus 
with gold because He was King of the Jews, with 
frankincense because He was to be worshipped 
as divine, and with myrrh, because He would also 
become a sacrifice and die for His people.
The Wise Men were the very first gentiles ever to 
worship Jesus. What faith they had!  They travelled 
for months over difficult terrain, they never saw 
any evidence of Jesus’ kingship, His divinity or His 
sacrificial death. They worshipped Him through faith 
in God’s promises about Him. Isaiah foresaw this 
response to Jesus: ‘Nations will come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.’ The Magi’s 
eyes of faith saw clearly and far into the future.  
Compare that with the High Priest and religious 
leaders whom the Wise Men saw in Jerusalem when 
they first arrived. These head priests knew all about 
the prophecies of their own coming Messiah, but NOT 
ONE Jewish religious leader travelled to look for Him 
in Bethlehem. And it is only six miles down the road!

From the Parish Pump

On 6th January, we celebrate the Epiphany
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✟ All those unable to visit their loved 
ones.
✟ All those working in the Emergency 
Services.
✟ All those who have lost loved ones.
✟ All those working in hospitals.

✟ All those unable leave their homes through fear.
✟ All those who fear that their job may be lost.
✟ All those who feel unable to cope with the stress of modern life.
✟ All those investigating the new virus variants.

Take-a-Break   

Smile-A-While

* * Answers on page 16 * *

Magi
East
Religious
Caste
Astrology
Divination
Dreams

Scholars
Southern
Arabia
Queen
Sheba
Messiah

Solomon
Herod
King
Star
Worship
Palestine 
Caravan

"Next Sunday we shall be turning off 
the Church heating to save money, 
and we are now selling recommended 
clothing for Church funds."

Help the Three Wise Men
to find the Manger

What children have to say about angels -
●Angels work for God and watch over kids when God has to do 
something else.  - Mitchell, age 7 
●My guardian angel helps me with maths, but he's not much good 
at science.  - Henry, age 8

Epiphany Wordsearch

NEWS SHEET BLOOPER 
‘Pram Service this Sunday in church.  

Followed by a talk about the wind'
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Academy 'Green' Activities

St Giles’ and St George’s Academy, Year 4 and 
teachers on 12th November 2021, planted daffodil 

bulbs in St.Giles Churchyard, (above) together with 
members of the 'Green team' and visitors to the Friday 
Coffee Bar.
They also worked on constructing a ‘bug hotel’, which 
they have named ‘Bug Ben’ (below).
Our thanks to our 'Green Team' leader, Laurie Bailey, 
and David Elkes, who supervised the activities,

‘We must now keep up the moral 
pressure so that pledges
are urgently turned into 

measurable action’
Graham Usher, the Bishop of Norwich and 
the Church of England’s lead bishop for the 
environment, and Olivia Graham, the Bishop of 
Reading, have spoken at the conclusion of COP.
In a statement they said: “At COP we called for keeping 
global warming to below 1.5 degrees, ending fossil 
fuel subsidies, and securing finance for the world’s 
most vulnerable people who are already effected 
by climate breakdown.  “Progress was made in all 
these areas, plus cutting methane emissions and 
halting deforestation. We were particularly inspired 
to hear powerful testimonies from young people and 
representatives of indigenous peoples.
“We pay tribute to the work of Alok Sharma MP, the 
COP26 President, and his team."

Church of England Bishops 
respond to COP26

Continued....
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There’s more with us than with them!!  

We begin the New Year with a Bible event from 
2 Kings and an anecdote from Birmingham.   

For a number of years, the king of Syria had tried 
to capture the prophet Elisha. (The story is found 
in 2 Kings 6:11-19). Elisha always knew what the 
Syrians were planning, and revealed their plans 
before they could be carried out. Finally, the Syrian 
armies surrounded Elisha in Dothan.  
When Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, woke up and saw 
the encircling Syrian armies, he was terrified. But 

The last 18 months have been difficult for 
everyone, and the future is also uncertain. As 
we begin a New Year, this new series from 
Parish Pump writer, Dr Herbert McGonigle, will 
take a Bible event and a historical anecdote to 
bring us a word of help and support in these 
difficult days.

“Negotiations always have some compromises 
and disappointments. These impact the world’s 
economically poorest the most. We must now 
keep up the moral pressure so that pledges are 
urgently turned into measurable action.    “The 
whole world needs to do more for climate justice. 
More quickly. More generously. More together. 
During its presidency year, the UK can be a key 
player.
“And this includes all of us within the Church of 
England. “At Glasgow, the world glimpsed the 
possibility of a hopeful future. Hurting God’s 
creation and contributing to the suffering of God’s 
poorest people is not the ‘love God and your 
neighbour’ that Jesus commands of us.
“COP showed us the unity of purpose people 
of faith can bring. This encouragement should 
reignite in all of us hope for our future.”

Elisha prayed, ‘Lord, open his eyes.’ When Gehazi looked 
again, he could hardly believe what he saw. All round them 
were horses and chariots of fire. The armies of heaven 
were protecting them! And Elisha encouraged him. “Don’t 
fear, there’s more with us than with them!” Immediately the 
Syrians were struck with blindness and Elisha and Gehazi 
escaped.
Often, we need to ask the Lord to open our eyes. When 
our strength has failed and faith is weak, we’re apt to think 
that God has forgotten us. But He hasn’t! He is near and 
only our dimness of vision prevents us from seeing His 
great presence and power and provision. Fear not!  Trust 
God! Believe His Word!   There’s more with us than with 
our enemy!
In the early 1950s a well-known department store in 
Birmingham, England, wanted to extend its premises. Close 
at hand was an ideal site but it belonged to the Quakers 
whose Meeting House had been there for well over 200 
years. The department store wrote to the Quakers, offering 
to buy the site. They said, “We will give you a very good 
price for the land.  In fact, we’ll send you a blank cheque. 
Please fill in whatever sum of money you think appropriate, 
and we will honour it.”  Four weeks passed and there was 
no reply, then five weeks, then six weeks. 
Finally, a letter arrived from the Quakers. It thanked the 
department store for their generous offer but declined to 
accept it. “Our Meeting House has been here for almost 
250 years,” they explained, “much longer than your store. 
We have no wish to sell our property. However, if you would 
agree to sell your site to us, we are very interested in buying 
it. We will give you a very good price for it. Just state your 
selling price and we will honour it.”  
The letter was signed ‘Cadburys.’ The department store 
thought they were dealing with a small congregation of 
Quakers. Instead, they were dealing with the Cadburys’ 
empire. Cadburys could have bought the department store 
twenty times over!
When our enemy the devil attacks us, by ourselves we 
are weak and feeble. But when Christ dwells in us by His 
Spirit, we are mighty! The devil is no longer attacking us; 
he is attacking the Captai of our salvation – and the devil 
cannot win! There’s more with us than with him!  As we go 
through 2022, be encouraged. With Christ we are more 
than conquerors!

The Revd Dr Herbert McGonigle is a former Senior Lecturer 
in Historical Theology and Church History at Nazarene 
Theological College, Manchester, England. 

Bishops continued...
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Academy Christmas Activities

St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy  
As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be  

Tel: 01782 91764   www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk     Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon) 

  

Year 1 have visited St Giles’ church

Christmas at St Giles’ and St George’s 
The children have loved preparing for Christmas in 

school. They have performed a nativity, carol service, 
made Advent wreaths and written Christmas cards and 

prayers that they have delivered to the community. 
We are so proud of their compassion and love they 

show for others.

Year 3/4 Advent crafts at St George’s 
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The New Year
If we put our hand in God’s hand
As we enter this New Year
Not knowing what the future holds
But that our Friend is near

We shall not fear what lies ahead
If He is by our side,
Nor wander from the pathway
If He will be our guide.

The Sinless One from heaven came
To dwell with us on earth,
He sought and bought us with His blood
And offered us new birth.

Now as we travel through this year
He knows the things He’s planned,
So let us trust and know just this -
Our times are in His hands.

By Megan Carter

Hope
 
It’s a time of exultation
When hope triumphs over fear
And we’re filled with jubilation
At the turning of the year
 
As the clock begins its striking
When we reach the midnight hour
None can help themselves from liking
Love and hope’s stupendous pow’r!
 
Forget the woes and tears and troubles
Of the year that’s just gone by
Hope – just like the champagne bubbles
Puts a gleam back in our eye!
 
Hold firm that hope although the pages
From the calendar are torn
Hear the counsel of the sages:
Hope is every day reborn! 
 

By Nigel Beeton

New Year Prayer for 2022
Lord of all creation, Lord of all the years,
Thank you for steering us through the fragmented 
landscape of two pandemic-riddled years. Here we 
stand at the beginning of a new year, not knowing 
what lies ahead. Our only security lies in you, Lord. 
Please take our hands and guide us, day by day, 
into January and beyond. We will not be afraid, 
Lord because you have promised never to leave us, 
never to forsake us. And you keep your promises. 
We are safe.
2022, here we come… expectantly,
In Jesus’ name,

Amen 

Reflections on God’s grace
for the New Year

◆New Year’s Day is a good time to fix one’s eyes on 
the only One who knows what the year is to hold. 

  - Elisabeth Elliot                                                    

◆Faith never knows where it is being led, but it 
loves and knows the One who is leading. 

- Oswald Chambers

◆This one simple act of beginning each day with 
God sets each day on the path of wisdom.

 - Elizabeth George
All items courtesy of the Parish Pump

Into 2022
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Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

Continued....

◆YORK PLACE - The Council have purchased York 
Place, built in the 1960s, which incorporates a short, 
covered shopping area and external shop frontages 
on to Merrial Street and Red Lion Square. Buying the 
underused and outdated complex would make way for 
significant remodelling works, for retail use, enabling better 
connectivity between a redeveloped Ryecroft and the High 
Street/Ironmarket.
The Council has received more than £11 million from the 
Government to renew and reshape the town centre in a 
way that drives growth, improves experiences and ensures 
future sustainability.
Council Leader Simon Tagg said: “The planned purchase 
of York Place would allow the Council to progress with 
its exciting regeneration plans and reinvigorate the retail 
offering in that part of town. It’s a strategic site which 
will become even more important once the Ryecroft is 
developed. At the moment the arcade’s appearance and 
condition is really poor, and crucially it’s blocking good 
connectivity between the Ryecroft and wider town centre, 
so the intention would be to revitalise it to ensure it’s fit for 
future needs.”
Newcastle-under-Lyme has also received £24.6 million of 
Town Deal funding from the Government to create a more 
attractive place to live and work and support the local 
economy by creating more jobs and attracting investment 
and businesses to the area.
◆ASPIRE MOVE - Plans are being discussed to relocate 
'We are Aspire' from its current base at The Brampton 
to an aspirational collaboration hub in the heart of the 
town centre – redeveloping a section of the Ryecroft site, 
which has been used mostly as a car park since the old 
Sainsbury’s supermarket was demolished a decade ago. 
The collaboration hub will combine meeting, work and 
social space with up to 90 new community living homes 
for over-55s.
The redevelopment of the site has been made possible 
by the Future High Street Funds successfully granted to 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council. The first phase 
is the demolition of the old Civic Offices which is due for 
completion in spring 2022.
Architectural and urban design company Feilden Clegg 
Bradley Studios (FCBS) has been appointed to support the 
design of the new collaboration hub. The award-winning 
architectural firm specialises in zero carbon development 
and has worked on high-profile projects both internationally 

New Ryecroft multi-storey to 
Replace the "Midway" car park

A brand new multi-storey car park, part of the 
once-in-a-generation investment plans for the 

development of the Ryecroft area in Newcastle, is 
set to get the go-ahead.

Newcastle’s Cabinet have approved the appointment 
of a contractor to implement bold new plans for the car 
park at their meeting on Wednesday. This will clear 
the way for the demolition of the aging Midway Car 
Park and modern town centre housing on the site.
The Leader of the Council, Simon Tagg, said: “This 
is yet another massive step in the regeneration and 
transformation of the town and it is very exciting. The 
new, state-of-the-art car park is a major part of the 
development plans for the Ryecroft area which 
will ultimately include new, open public spaces, 
modern retail opportunities, superb town centre 
living accommodation for older people, and new 
connectivity with the surrounding areas.”
Work has began on the demolition of the former Civic 
Offices, to make sure that the redevelopment can be 
fully optimised, and the Council recently revealed 
procurement plans for the York Place area, which 
links Ryecroft to the rest of the town centre.
The demolition of the town’s out-dated multi-storey 
car park, at Midway, will be funded by the Town Deals 
Fund and will bring to an end many years of doubt 
over its sustainability and fitness for purpose, with its 
continual repair costs and failing economic viability.
Plans for the new multi-storey car park are expected 
to include ample space for about 450 cars, easily 
accessible electric/hybrid car charging points and 
other sustainable design features that will exceed 
users’ expectations for years to come. 
The Council has already committed £3.5m of its own 
Capital Resource and Morgan Sindall have been 
selected through an open tender process to design 
and implement the construction of the car-park with a 
budget of just over £350,000, making the total budget 
for delivery of the new car park around £7m.
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and locally. FCBS has also been appointed as the 
architect for the redevelopment of the former Zanzibar 
nightclub site, which was acquired by Aspire in early 
2020.

◆GUILDHALL MAKEOVER - The iconic Guildhall’s 
ground floor has been given a makeover and 
has reopened its doors to the public following a 
refurbishment. It was funded by Newcastle’s advanced 
Town Deal - to help the historic building play an 
important part in the regeneration of the town centre.
Residents, shoppers and visitors are once again 
accessing services from a community and voluntary 
sector hub at the historic Guildhall now that remodelling 
works are complete.
The Council has used funding from Newcastle’s 
advanced Town Deal to create versatile meeting space 
on the ground floor of the Grade II listed building – 
making it more suitable for multiple uses – in order to 
increase its attractiveness to organisations.
The new-look reception area features a smaller, 
mobile desk – which creates extra space with the 
added benefit of being able to reposition or remove it 
entirely if required – as well as two new meeting rooms, 
redecorated walls and updated carpets. The new desk 
has been made using the wood from the old one. 
Meanwhile, the foyer, boasting stunning Minton tiles, 
has also been repainted with new carpets for the stairs.
The planned refurbishment was carried out while the 
Guildhall, which dates back to 1713, was already closed 
due to the pandemic.
The additional rooms are already being used by the 
Shaw Trust to provide employment advice and it’s 
hoped that they will facilitate more intensive, one-to-
one meetings for those receiving support through The 
WorkShop, a new service delivered by The Realise 
Foundation. This is based in a unit at the nearby 
Lancaster Building – which has also been renovated 
thanks to the advanced Town Deal – and aims to help 
people gain skills, employment and training.
The Guildhall is currently managed by Support 
Staffordshire, a county-wide voluntary sector support 
organisation, while its long-term future is decided.
The Friends of the Guildhall are responsible for 
staffing the main reception between 10am and 4pm, 

Newcastle News continued.... Monday to Friday, when it’s open to the public and for 
letting out the area for evening and weekend activities. 
It is their aim to take over the running of the building in 
the future.
◆MOTORCYLCLES  - The Council has received an 
application for a change of use of a former car showroom 
on Blackfriars Road. The building was used by the Donna 
Louise Trust, but they have now vacated the building and 
an application has been made to turn it into a motorcycle 
dealership, including sales and repairs.
◆CRAFTY - One of Stoke-on-Trent’s most popular craft 
ale pubs has announced plans to open a second venue in 
the former lap dancing club at Nelson Place, in Newcastle. 
It will be renamed "The Crossways".

◆HIDDEN GEM - A Butterton reader has sent in this item 
regarding a shop slightly off the beaten track -
   For anyone who does patchwork knitting or crochet 
or just wants a spool of cotton or buttons there’s a super 
little shop in the Barracks Newcastle called Hollies 
Haberdashery at unit 19 run by a very helpful young 
lady. She also does workshops on various crafts. The 
only problem is access, which is very restricted inside the 
courtyard and it has stairs up to the show room.
The reader adds that we do need to support small 
businesses in Newcastle, and that others may know of 
other 'hidden gems'. If so, please let the editor know.

◆IMPROVED - Newcastle Borough Council Cemetery 
and Cremation Services has been declared as the most 
'Improved Performers' in the Association for Public 
Service Excellence awards.

◆SWEAR AT IT! - The Experimental Psychology Society 
at Keele University have found that a person's grip and 
lifting ability increased by 10 per cent if they swore for 10 
seconds beforehand. It is also reported that their mood 
also improved.

◆DON'T SPEED! - Ben Adams, who is the new 
chairman of Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership, is 
turning back on some of the 272 road speed cameras 
in the county which had been turned off. In addition, 
Mr Adams wants to double the number of community 
speed watch groups - where volunteers stand on 
roadsides armed with speed guns to 140.
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St.Thomas
BUTTERTON
 2ND THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
10.30 am Holy Communion

9TH THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
10.30 am   Holy Communion

16TH SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
10.30 am Holy Communion

23RD THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
10.30 am  Holy Communion

30TH FOURTH SUND AY OF EPIPHANY
10.30 am Holy Communion

January Calendars

FEBRUARY 2022's 
PARISH NEWS

Please email all items to the Editor: -  
pitstowm@aol.com

Closing date: Tuesday, Jan.18th.

Any changes to Government Covid 
regulations may mean that changes have to 
be made to the Services and events shown 

in this issue. 
Where possible, our Facebook page, 

Emails, and next issue will list any changes.

Take-a-Break Answers

2ND THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
 10.30 am Holy Communion

5th Wednesday
 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
 2.00 pm  GLOW for the School

7th Friday 9 - 12 Noon Coffee Morning

9TH THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
   8.00 am   Holy Communion
 10.30 am  All Age Worship

12th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

16TH SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
 10.30 am Holy Communion

18th Tuesday CLOSING date for Parish News.

19th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

21st Friday 9 -12 Noon Coffee Morning

23RD THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
   8.00 am  Holy Communion
 10.30 am Holy Communion

 M.U. Celebration Service & Exhibition
                    ALL WELCOME!  (See page 3) 
 12.30 pm Holy Baptism

26th Wednesday 1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion

30TH FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
 10.30 am Holy Communion

A Happy New Year
to all of our Readers

●The regular list of Church & Church hall bookings has 
been removed from this issue due to a lack of space. It 
can still be viewed in the on-line and printed editions of 
our December issue and will return next month.


