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The Rector,
Rev Josh Penduck

writes...
I was born on my father’s fortieth birthday. He 

joked that other than a lovely pair of socks 
that his sister had bought him, I was the best 
birthday present that year. I’ve never resented 
being born on someone else’s birthday – far 
from it! I always treasured being able to share 
my birthday with my father, and I always had a 
lovely sense that I was seen as a precious gift. 
You see, gifts are always at their best when 
they are personal. Imagine if a government 
computer randomly allocated you a bouquet 
of flowers. As lovely as those flowers were, 
you wouldn’t necessarily treasure them as 
they lacked that ‘personal touch’. On the 
other hand, imagine if someone very precious 
to you had given you a tiny pebble and said, 
‘This is a little sign that I love you.’ Of course 
you would treasure it! It’s the fact that it was 
given to you personally by someone you love 
that makes it special. 

Gifts only make sense if they are personal 
and mean something. At Christmas, God gave 
the most personal and precious gift he could 
to humanity: himself. He was born as a baby 
in Bethlehem to restore and redeem all of 
humanity. It was the best gift he could give. 
Yes, the gift of Jesus’ teaching is important – 
a sign of who God is. Yes, his miracles were 
wonderful – a sign of what God wants to do 
with our world if we would just let him. But 
what made all that even more special was that 
first and foremost, God gave us himself. He 
gave us himself in the most vulnerable and 
emotionally exposed way possible: as a little 
baby, born to poor parents, in an unsanitary 
stable. Imagine giving birth to a baby in a pig 
sty and then lying them in the trough and you 
get a rough idea of how bad of a situation 
God was born into. The Creator of the world, 
who sustains all things into existence every 
nano-second, was so humble as to be born 
ignored by the world around. And through 
that baby, God would give himself over to 

humanity, even unto death, to reconcile us rebels to him. 
God did not need to do this. By his rights, he could have 

wiped us off the face of the earth and started again with 
something better. But no. He loved us so much that he 
decided to become one of us. He loved us so much that 
he decided to die for us. What a gift! This is why we give 
gifts at Christmas – because God gave himself to us first. 
We share with one another something special, something 
personal, because God gave us the most special and 
personal gift to us first in Jesus. 

Christmas is a time for gifts. And it’s also a time to say 
‘thank you’ for those gifts. So as Rector, I get an opportunity 
to say ‘thank you’ for some of the gifts that I have received 
over the last year. And as the best gifts are personal, my 
best gifts have been persons. It is no secret to some that 
this has been a very difficult year for me, both profession-
ally and personally. But one of the things that has got me 
through is some of the wonderful people around me in 
church – all precious gifts of God. There are too many that 
can be named here, so I will just name a few.

First, our wardens, Dennis Brammer and Gillian Elks. 
People sometimes think that the only work that wardens do 
is stand up, with a stick, on Sundays. My goodness, how 
wrong is that impression! Being a warden is sometimes 
more like a fulltime job: most of the practical and legal 
work of the church is done by them behind the scenes – 
voluntarily. I am consistently astonished at how Dennis 
and Gillian have thrown themselves in the job. And I am 
also very grateful to our Deputy Warden team – Charlie, 
Peter, Ian and Sheila (and our unofficial Deputy Warden 
David Elks) – who always work so hard behind the scenes 
to keep our church going. And many thanks also goes to 
our tireless parish administrator, Penny Richards, who 
consistently works more than what she gets paid for – and 
consistently gets a half-hearted telling off from me her line 
manager for it! 

And where would this church be without our ministry team? 
Ann Taylor, Peter Nisbeck, John Maddison, David Beedon, 
Jean Buckley (and our unofficial Ministry Team member, 
Lynne Kind) have been rocks of support and practical help. 
It’s a joy to be able to tell Ann that she needs to do less 
work (when does a  boss get to say that?). I’m immensely 
grateful to Peter for taking on the music especially in the 
lead-up to Christmas. It’s a privilege and joy to welcome 
David onto our team, and it’s great to have Jean Buckley 
back after being on furlough for so long. 

Thanks also go to the PCC for their sterling work over the 
Continued....
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last few months. We have had to make some hard 
decisions – some of which will have not pleased 
people, but would be of great relief to others. 
When the government relegates responsibility to 
local bodies, it’s often groups like the PCC who 
sadly get the brunt of things. Special thanks also 
go to Carol Stimpson for her hard work as PCC 
Secretary and Jane McKeever as Treasurer for 
keeping such a steady hand on our finances in a 
time of financial uncertainty. Also thanks should 
go to our various PCC Sub-Committees – namely 
the St Thomas, Finance, Churchyard and Special 
Events Committees. Any progress made in church 
life is often down to you.

But churches are like presents under a Christmas 
tree: the best ones are sometimes hidden under the 
branches! And so I would like to thank the many 
people who also do much behind-the-scenes work. 
To the Laurie Bailey and the Green Team, thank 
you for keeping our grounds so beautiful. To the St 
Giles cleaners, thank you for keeping the inside of 
our church so tidy. To our sidespersons, thank you 
for keeping good order in our worship and for making 
people so welcome. To Michael Pitstow, thank you 
for all your work with the Magazine (and to the end-
less other things you do as well!). To Pat Lovatt and 
the Friday morning team, and the Sunday morning 
coffee team, thank you for helping make our church 
a place of friendship and fellowship. To our choir and 
musicians, who have been through a difficult year, 
thank you for your faithfulness, and for creating such 
a beautiful atmosphere for our worship. 

To our bellringers, thank you for faithfully peeling 
out the news of Christ’s resurrection throughout our 
town. To the Cawthornes and the cleaning team 
at St Thomas’, thank you for keeping St Thomas’ 
church in such a tidy state. To Sue Taylor, Peter 
Nisbeck and all those many others who are involved 
in St Giles’ and St George’s Academy, thank you 
for giving your time for the building up of young 
people. To those involved with the foodbank, thank 
you for giving your time to share Christ’s compas-
sion and love. 

To  Aidan Goldstraw and Jean Walker, thank you 
to your many years of ministry and we pray for you 
in your futures. I could go on, and I’m sure I’ve 
forgotten someone somewhere. God remembers, 
even if your foolish Rector has not! 

So thank you to all who have kept St Giles 

The Rector, continued...

From The Editor ......

Welcome to our December issue, which is packed 
with items that I hope you will enjoy reading.

My thanks to everyone involved with this publication 
over the past (difficult) year, especially the contributors 
and readers, and to 'Office' Penny for her printing and 
delivery service.
May I wish you all a very Happy and Safe Christmas, 
and (hopefully), a happier New Year.

Michael Pitstow

with St Thomas going in these most difficult of years. 
You truly are gifts. And as we remember the great-
est personal gift of all in Jesus Christ, I am deeply 
grateful for these endless gifts grace that God has 
poured out like rain, gifts sometimes unseen, but 
precious personal tokens of love nevertheless.                 

 Rev. Josh

Continued....
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A full listing of December Services & Events can be found on the back page.

What's On:
Christmas Highlights

A Christmas Celebration
at Butterton - Open to ALL!
Sunday, December 12th.

Covid restrictions last year determined that 
Christmas carols couldn’t be sung in St. Thomas’s, 

and so, determined to celebrate the festival in some 
way, we organised a carol singing event in the centre 
of Butterton.
This year something similar is planned for Sunday, 
12th December. You are invited to assemble at the 
bottom of the church drive for a 3.30pm. start. We 
plan to process along church drive stopping to sing 
well known carols on the journey to St Thomas’s. We 
are hoping that we might have a donkey (and Mary 
and Joseph) with us. (The Vicar of Dibley did it so 
why not us?) Oliver Pritchard Jones is hoping to come 
back from University if it doesn’t clash with its musical 
programme and has asked a few of his friends to join 
us to enhance the singing.
Once at the church we hope to have mulled wine 
and mince pies outside. A fire pit would add to the 
atmosphere so if anyone is able to help us with this it 
would be much appreciated. Bring your own lanterns 
or torches. Hopefully, umbrellas will not be required! 
After refreshments, Oliver will entertain us in the 
church on his saxophone and his friends will sing a 
few songs suitable for the occasion.
Those unable to walk the length of the drive can 
drive to the church parking at the rear but cars will 
have to be in place no later than 3.20pm, as it will be 
impossible to pass the procession thereafter.
EVERYONE IS INVITED (No booking!) and asked to 
say their prayers for a sunny, Sunday afternoon!
A collection will be made for The Children’s Society. 
Please be generous as our annual donation was less 
last year because of covid.

St.Giles
10.30am Sunday, December 12th.

Christingle & Nativity Service

6.30pm Sunday, December 21st.
Lessons & Carols

4.00pm Friday 24th, Christmas Eve
'One More Sleep' (Family event)

11.30pm Friday 24th, Christmas Eve
Midnight Holy Communion

10.30am Christmas Day
All Age  Holy Communion
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Can You Please 
Help us?

On  S a t u r d a y  11 t h 
December, we will be 

making Christingles in the 
Church hall, starting at 9.30am.
If you can spare an hour, please come along and 
help as we have a lot to make-up. Refreshment 
will be provided. The Christingle & Nativity Service 
will be held at 10.30 am on 12th December.
It will be so nice to be able to meet and get back 
to a little bit of normality.

I look forward to seeing you. - Wendy Burke

On Friday 12th November, Rev. 
Josh, Nona and David Wildman, 

and myself, Sheila Gurney, were 
invited to attend the St.Giles’ and 
St.George’s Academy to watch the 
raising our Churchyard Green Flag,  
awarded for 2021/22.
This was our first visit to the Academy 
and we were amazed just how 
wonderful it all is. We loved hearing 
your poems, and your singing was a 
delight.
Afterwards, each of us was escorted 
around the Academy by two children 
from each class, which was very 
impressive.
Our thanks to Headteacher, Mrs 
Pointon, and to all the staff and 
children involved for our wonderful 
visit.

God Bless you all at the Academy
 Nona, David & Sheila

Academy Activities - 1

A Thought for the Month

Christmas means many things. The birth of Jesus, 
loved ones getting together, carols, presents and 

perhaps snow. Another important item is food, and many 
will be visiting local Food Bank's to help them over the 
Festive period. Our cover shows a 'Food Bank' Christmas 
tree, featured at one of our Christmas Tree Festivals. 
Please remember that they always require our support.

Our Front Cover

Photo's: St.Giles & 
St.George's Academy

Saturday, December 11th.
 Ecumenical Memorial Services

for Victims of Covid
3.00 pm & 6.00 pm - See page 12

Christmas is the day that holds all time together.
Alexander Smith 
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Academy Activities - 2
St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy  

As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be  
Tel: 01782 91764   www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk     Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon) 

 Climate Change! 
Y3/4 and Y5/6 classes have enjoyed a Climate Change workshop. Here are some 

quotes from children about what they did and learnt. 

We planted a tree that will be here for years 
to come. We want to see more trees around 

our local area that will turn carbon dioxide into 
oxygen to give us air. 

In school, every child has planted their own 
tree in the ground now too!

We looked for and counted the number of cars 
and trees that we could see. In the end, there 

were more cars than trees. This is not good 
for the planet.

We played climate change dodgeball. During 
the game, we learnt about the different gases 
that are in the atmosphere and how they harm 

the planet and ultimately make the planet 
warmer. 

Thank you to Rev Josh and his 
team for a great day!
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St Giles parishioners Phil Barley, Joanne & Ian Bentley 
are all active members of the charity Shropshire 

Staffordshire & Cheshire Bloodbikes. 
Recently Bloodbikes were presented with a Chief 
Executive Officers Award for outstanding work carried out 
on behalf of University Hospital North Midlands.(Stoke). 
Seen above is CEO Tracy Bullock and her staff together 
with Bloodbikers Mark Castle, Brian Griffiths  & Charity 
Trustee Ian Bentley.
For the motorbike enthusiast the bike on the left is a 
Yamaha FJR 1300 and the bike on the right a BMW F800 
Bloodbikes provide a free urgent courier service for 
all our local hospitals and all our members are unpaid 
volunteers.
Last year we covered 269,000 miles                       I.B.

Bloodbikes AwardMessy 'Light' Church
October 27th

What's Gone

With Bishop Matthew Parker
(Bishop of Stafford)

November 7th.
The Confirmation Candidates 

were:-
Zachary Bedson

Caroline Edwards, Gilliam Elks,
Alison Parrington, Lucy Rowlands.

Our thanks to all those who 
helped to make this such a 
successful and joyful event.

Service of Baptism, Confirmation & Holy Communion

We had  18 
children and 

28 adults in total.  
A few fami l ies 
couldn't  attend 
due to sickness. 
Our thanks to Rev 
Josh and all those 
who helped with 
the hall activities.
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What is Ian Taylor up to?

Out for a country walk?

Collecting mushrooms?
Hunting for insects?
Digging for treasure?

Ah! Ian has found the tap and meter for turning 
off the water for St Thomas Church, Butterton.

Butterton Bits

Recently Ian Taylor installed a water heater in 
the vestry at St Thomas Church together with 

an extra tap fitted with a hose lock connection. The 
new tap is to be used to top up the central heating 
tank which is located behind and high above the 
organ. In the past the tank needed to be filled 
by someone climbing a ladder and hauling up 

a garden hose. Ian has now fitted the tank with a ball cock 
attached to a pipe leading down to the ground. The tank can 
now be filled from the safety of the ground linking the new 
tap to the new vertical pipe behind the organ. There is also 
a visual indicator at ground level to check on the water level 
of the tank indicating when the tank needs to be topped up.
Many thanks to Ian for this work.

Photo's & artcle: Dennis Brammer

Our Thanks to Glynn Edwards for this photo.
Glynn suggested the caption of: 'Is this Rev. Josh’s 

flock en route to St Thomas’s on church drive, Butterton?'
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Christmas Take-a-Break   

Smile-A-While
* * Answers on page 13 * *

Christmas Wordsearch                       Nativity quiz

"Sorry, we don't sing anymore. 
You just listen to them on our mobile 'phone."

1. What does Jesus' other name, 
"Emmanuel", mean? (Matthew 1:23)
 2. When Joseph first discovered that 
Mary was pregnant, he ....? (Matthew 
1:18-20)
3. Why did Joseph and Mary go to the 
city of David? (Luke 2:4-5)
4. In what city was Jesus born? (Luke 
2:4-7)
5. Why were Mary and Joseph unable to 
stay in an inn? (Luke 2:7)
6. With what did Mary wrap newborn 
Jesus? (Luke 2:7)
7. What was the shepherds' initial 
reaction to the angel who visited them? 
(Luke 2:9)
8. Who visited Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 
on the night He was born? (Luke 2:15-16)
9. How many wise men brought gifts to 
Jesus?
10. Who diligently asked the wise men 
about baby Jesus? (Matthew 2:7)

A Star Line up?
◆At a rehearsal for a Sunday school Christmas 
tableau, the teacher carefully lined up four little 
‘cherubs’. Each carried a huge cut-out letter. As 
they stood side by side, the letters would spell 
out “STAR”.  A slight mix-up occurred, and those 
present in the church auditorium nearly fell out of 
their pews as the four little performers took their 
places – in reverse.  

Got The Hump?
◆In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels 
were approaching the inn, over which was pictured 
a large star. The third camel and its rider were going 
directly away from it. “Why is the third man going 
in a different direction?” her mother asked. Jane 
replied: “Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.”
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Mary was a young mother with two children, and her 
mother, Rhoda, all living in a run-down neighbourhood 
of New York. Her youngest child was at school, but her 
oldest son was in prison in a town many miles away. Due 
to an increase in her rent, she urgently needed an extra 
job and an old man, 'Old Jack', who she found sleeping 
in a doorway, suggested that she tried the 'Easy Diner', 
a few blocks away. The 'Diner' gave her a job, but she 
had an uneasy feeling about the amount of food going 
missing....

One morning, whilst taking her youngest child to 
school, Mary decided to take a longer route, past 

the “Diner”. As she approached the building, she saw 
a large black van parked outside, and a man loading 
what look like bags of vegetables into it. Suddenly the 
“Boss” appeared, and after what appeared to be money 
changing hands, shook the mans hand and then went 
back into the “Easy Diner”. The black van then speedily 
drove away.
Mary was now very unsure about what to do as she 
couldn’t afford to loose her job and so continued to take 
her child to school.
Two weeks before Christmas, on her way home after 
work, Mary spotted the old man in the doorway. She 
went over to him and his face lit up. “Mary, lovely to see 
you again, come and sit by me.” She sat down beside 
him. “You look worried” he said, “Is everything okay?” 
he asked.
Strangely, Mary felt compelled to tell him what she had 
seen, and his reply amazed her.
“I may be homeless and have scruffy clothes now,” he 
said, “But a year ago I had a smart suit and a successful 
market stall selling fruit and vegetables. All was fine until 
a new stall opened up selling everything cheaper than 

me - I don’t know how he did it? He claimed that he had 
‘special contacts’ but I didn’t believe him. Finally, I had to 
sell my stall, leave my apartment and live on the streets.
About a month ago I was contacted by a solicitor who 
told me that an old aunt had passed away and she had 
left a property to me - the “Easy Diner”. “She hadn’t been 
in it for years and left the running of it to the “Boss” and 
Chef.” The solicitor told me that it should be making lots 
of money, but all he got was lots of bills to pay. We felt 
that something was very “wrong” but were unsure how 
to uncover what was really going on”.
The following morning, the pair of them met across the 
road from the Diner. Once again the black van appeared 
and produce was transferred, followed by cash and a 
handshake.
“That’s the man who sold the cheap food and cost me 
my market stall”. The old man exclaimed. The van drove 
off and the “Old man” took off his scruffy rain coat to 
reveal a smart suit. 
“Wow!” exclaimed Mary. She then realised that he was 
holding a small camera. 
“Wait here” he said , and ran across the road into the 
restaurant. 
“Sorry, we’re closed” the Boss said. 
“Don’t worry” the man told him, “I’m the new owner and 
I’ve come to do a stock check”. 
The Boss laughed and told him sharply to leave. 
“I’ve got photo’s of you selling MY stock to that black 
van owner, and his registration plate number  - shall I 
call the police?” he asked. 
The Boss shouted for the chef who appeared from the 
kitchen with a large knife in his hand. They both started 
to lunge forward towards the old man. At that second, 
two policemen and Mary arrived at the door.

Continued on the next page..

Mary's Meals
     A three part series adapted from a true story
             
          Final Part
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“Don’t move!” ordered one of the police officers. Both 
officers had guns, which were pointing at the “Boss” and 
Chef. “If you move, we’ll shoot!” he continued. 
The Chef slowly put his knife down, and both men 
walked slowly forward. “You’re under arrest” said the 
Police officer “,
“...And both sacked!” the old man added.
“It’s a good thing that this young lady phoned us”, the 
police officer said - “It could have gotten very nasty!”
The ‘Old Man’ looked much younger now in his smart 
suit and Mary realised that he had shaved off his scurfy 
beard. 
“Thanks to you it’s done!” he told Mary. “I’ve finally got 
my “Diner” back“. 
"But you’ve sacked the boss and chef, what’s going to 
happen now?” she asked - “That’s easy”, he replied. “I’ll 
be the boss and you can be the chef - how about it? By 
the way, my real name is Tony”, he told her.
Mary was stunned, but it was her dream and with her 
‘friend’ as a boss, what could be better.
Over the next few days they finalised plans for the new 
“Easy Diner” - it was so exciting.
Christmas Day was a few weeks a way and Mary wanted 
to do something very special, and her idea was supported 
by Tony. They would have an ‘open house’ Christmas 
lunch, and invite all the local homeless to it.
On a snowy Christmas Eve, Mary, her youngest son and 
Mother, all went to their local church to celebrate Midnight 
Mass. She prayed for the soul of her departed husband, 
the success of the 'Diner' Christmas lunch and for her 
oldest son, as he 'celebrated' his Christmas in prison.
Christmas Day morning was very busy as they prepared 
for the lunch. The falling snow outside helped to make it 
feel such a special day. By 11.30am a small queue had 
formed outside all eager for their taste of a Christmas 
lunch. They opened the doors at midday and in they 
came, and queued up to the counter where they picked 
up a plate and moved along the counter. Mary carefully 
placed a portion of turkey on each plate and was so 
pleased when she looked up and saw a thankful smile on 
the persons face. After twenty minutes of serving, Mary 
and Tony were worn out, but very happy to see the end 
of the queue.  As she served the last helping she looked 
up and couldn’t believe her eyes.
“Mom - I’m so sorry, please forgive me - I’ve been 

Mary's Meals continued.... released from prison!” the young man said. It was 
Mary’s son.
“Will you take me back - please?” he asked her. Mary 
dropped the plate of remaining turkey in surprise 
as she looked up and saw his young smiling face. 
“Welcome back son, and a Happy Birthday”, she 
told him, wiping away a tear. “I’ll always love you, 
and of course I'll forgive you”, she added.
That Christmas afternoon had one more surprise in 
store. After everyone had finished their meal, Tony 
stood up and made an announcement. “Thank you 
all for coming, and my very special thanks to Mary 
and our staff for all their hard work over the past 
few days. As a special Christmas gift to Mary, I am 
renaming this Diner to, ‘Mary’s Diner’.” 
Everyone shouted and applauded. Mary’s prayers 
had been answered, and her Christmas was now 
complete in so many ways. “A VERY 'MARY' 
CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE!" they all shouted.

Life After Death
This may appear rather strange in a Christmas 
issue, but for many people this Christmas, 
celebrations will be muted as loved ones have 
passed away, whether through Covid or other 
reasons. Tony Horsfall lost his wife in 2020 to 
cancer and has written about what followed....

Since my wife passed away in July 2020, I have 
often been asked, “What are you learning from 

your grief journey?” Here are a few thoughts  which 
I found helpful.
1. That grief takes longer than you think to work itself 
through, and it can’t be rushed. It is a journey you 
must take slowly.

2. That you will need to re-discover your identity as 
God’s deeply loved child in this season of your life, 
as if you had never known it before.

3. That God can be trusted to help you rebuild your 
life, but trust may not come easily. It is better to 
focus on God’s trustworthiness than on your ability 
to trust, which may be shaky.

Continued on the next page..
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4. That your experience of grief and your response 
to loss is unique and personal, so don’t compare 
your journey to that of others. 

5. That good friends can make the journey so much 
easier. Be prepared to ask for help.

6. That you will be ambushed by grief. Some things 
will take you by surprise, especially the little things.

7. That loneliness is not a mental illness, just a natural 
response to being bereaved, and it will get better.

8. That your faith is an asset, not a liability. When you 
are tempted to be angry with God, remember that He 
is an ever-present help in time of need. Lean on Him.

Life After Death, continued....

St.Giles Church
Saturday, December 11th
 Ecumenical Memorial 

Services for 
Victims of Covid

3.00 pm & 6.00 pm

If you wish to attend, 
please book with our Parish 

Adminstrator -
Email: office.stgilesnewcastle@

gmail.com   or  Tel: 07592 035386

What a
Christmas

By Parish Pump writer, the Ven John Barton.

The Bethlehem manger, shepherds, wise men, Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph – it’s all so familiar to older people, 

who are shocked to hear that younger generations 
may be hazy or ignorant of them.  Aren’t they part of 
everyone’s education?
Yet the first Christmas was restricted to just a few. What 

21st Century Christians proclaim as the most 
significant event in history began in a remote 
corner of the Roman Empire, without the pomp and 
publicity we associate with kingship and power. What 
modern media have called ‘The Greatest Story Ever 
Told’, escaped everyone’s attention in first century 
Palestine.
This year, Christmas is going to be a busier celebration 
than last year, but probably not yet back to the 
normal fuss we usually make each December.  The 
streets will be crowded, but shops may struggle with 
supplies.  Parties will take place, but many people will 
feel reluctant join in. Family gatherings are allowed 
again, but the vulnerable may hesitate. Christmas 
services will be held, but as singing has the potential 
for droplet and aerosol transmission, music will be 
muted this year. A Christmas without many carols!
Many will struggle to hold their ‘usual’ Christmas. 
Yet God does not neglect us. This may be the very 
opportunity to rekindle or deepen our faith in what 
really matters about Christmas.  Away from the 
hordes, perhaps completely alone this Christmas, we 
may sit quietly and allow our heavenly Father to draw 
near to us. We may picture Mary inviting us to gaze 
with her at her Son, born to save us from our sins. In 
the silence of our imagination, we may join the chorus 
of angels announcing His birth to the shepherds:

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
   and on earth peace to those on whom His favour 

rests.”

It was that chorus which inspired an American 
Minister, Edmund Sears, to write the Christmas hymn, 
‘It Came Upon a Midnight Clear’.  Sears, troubled by 
the world’s turbulent history and failure to hear the 
Christmas message, was himself recovering from 
a breakdown.  Written in 1849, his words have a 
timeless ring about them:

Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring;

Oh, hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing.

* * * * 
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Christmas Time
It’s Christmas time again,
A time for celebrations.
When Christians across the world
Remember in every nation.

A very strange world it seems right now,
Humanity has suffered in so many ways.
But the Lord has been beside us,
Through all our troubled days.

So let’s celebrate Christmas,
Rejoice in Jesus’ birth.
When the Lord sent his only Son,
To be beside us here on Earth.

Pamela Smith

Take-a-Break Answers
Nativity Quiz Answers

1. God with us   2. He no longer wished to marry 
her  3. To pay taxes  4. Bethlehem
5. There was no room for them  6. Swaddling 
clothes  7. They were afraid  8. Shepherds
9. The Bible never says  10. King Herod

  Your Gift of Life – at Christmas
 

Creaking on the staircase -
Noise outside my door -
A rustle in the chimney – 
It’s ‘Santa-time’ once more.
St Nicholas is on his way
With all his Christ-life gifts
To fire every child-light with
The loving Christ-mass kiss.

In some he’ll place the gift of gold -
In others frankincense -
While others will be given myrrh -
All signs of God’s presence.

For in each earthly crib or bed
In squalor, comfort, splendour - 
The Christ child has been placed again
To call the world to wonder.  

So come you kings, come one, come all,
Come shepherds to the cradle stall
And hear the angels sing a-new
The heavenly song they sing for you.

Your God is in your gift of life -
The life He gives with love –
So take the gift and use it,
Use it wisely, don’t abuse it,
Let the Christ-life fire your spirit
That God in you may LIVE.

By Sam Doubtfire (Parish Pump)

Christmas Poetry

Our Online Sunday services are
on our NEW YouTube site at 10.30 am.

Find us now at:-
www.youtube.com/channel/

UC5wm1rOSqpw40OMfvbAW3mg
Please SUBSCRIBE to this new channel.

This does not involve any financial commitment.
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Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

Additional security measures have been introduced in 
Newcastle to provide extra reassurance to residents, 

shoppers, visitors and businesses as they return to the 
area following the pandemic.
Additional security measures are being introduced 
in Newcastle town centre to provide an extra level of 
reassurance to residents, shoppers, visitors and businesses 
as they return to the area following the pandemic.
The Council, working closely with organisations including 
Staffordshire Police and Newcastle-under-Lyme Business 
Improvement District (BID) through the Newcastle 
Partnership, is adding to existing and comprehensive 
community safety arrangements by launching two new 
initiatives.
“Welcome back marshalls” – employed by one of the 
UK’s top-performing security providers – have started to 
patrol the town for the first time as part of a six-month pilot 
scheme funded by the Council and eye-catching signs are 
being installed in various places to inform people about a 
third extension to its state-of-the-art CCTV network which 
is now live.
The highly visible schemes are designed to increase 
public confidence and provide much-needed reassurance 
in these unprecedented times, particularly in relation to 
perceptions of safety in the town centre following a handful 
of recent burglaries.
Two trained security guards from the Kingdom Services 
Group have been recruited to provide advice, guidance and 
assistance to town centre users every day of the week. The 
uniformed marshalls – who hold Security Industry Authority 
(SIA) licences – will also address non-compliance with 
current Covid guidance and focus on helping to prevent 
or challenge anti-social behaviour, including working with 
challenging individuals.
Meanwhile, an extra 39 cameras have been added to the 
Council’s high quality CCTV system. Some of the new 
cameras – which operate 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year and are monitored live – cover 
each of the five refurbished subways at the Grosvenor 
sunken roundabout as part of improvements, funded by 
Newcastle’s advanced Town Deal, to make them more 
welcoming, attractive and safer.

◆COUNCILLORS SWITCH - Four independent 
councillors on Newcastle Borough Council have 
joined the Conservatives – giving the Tories an 
overall majority on the authority for the first time in 
decades. Independents Ken Owen, Bert Proctor, 
Gary White and Simon White have all joined the ruling 
Conservative group.
◆PUB RE-VAMP - Cheshire Cat Pubs and Bars 
has secured the Mainwaring Arms, in Whitmore. It 
already runs the popular Fitzherbert Arms, in nearby 
Swynnerton. Now staff are being recruited to work 
at the Whitmore Road venue ahead of its planned 
reopening. A spokesperson said: “This is an award-
winning pub company, opening a beautifully-restored 
country pub in the heart of Staffordshire."
◆GET GREEN - Mum-of-three Sally Bateman 
decided to leave her career in human resources and 
open 'Green Grams' in Merrial Street to improve her 
work-life balance. Sally, who used to have a studio at 
Spode Works, has put her own artistic stamp on the 
building and everything is re purposed or recycled, 
from tables made of pallets to old shelves which used 
to hold fish tanks in an aquarium. Shoppers can pick 
up cleaning products and toiletries in plastic-free 
packaging from ethical brands and wallets made from 
inner tubes, as well as filling their own containers 
with a range of foods like dried fruits, grains, nuts 
and seeds. Many of the products are locally sourced, 
while the cakes come from Newcastle-based Punx 
Puds and the coffee beans arrive in paper packaging 
from ethical roaster The Lost Barn in Cheshire.

◆RUM BAR - Military friends Lee Dale and Brendon 
Agnew have opened a new pirate-theme rum bar 
on Merrial Street. The 'Drunken Parrot' specialises 
in a wide range of tasty rums and other beverages 
to cater for a wider audience. It is hoped that it will 
also have DJs and theme-nights and also provide a 
space to support local veterans, having both been 
involved in the military.
Brendon, aged 30, of Chesterton said: “We’re really 
good friends. We share the ex-military thing We’re 
working with the veteran support centre in Newcastle 
to help veterans - maybe once-a-month when we’re 
not open to run a social event. We're also hoping to 
start a soup kitchen once-a-month."

     With thanks to the Newcastle Borough web-site.
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St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS
Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)

All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.

Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church 
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid 
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day Time Event / Meeting Termtime
only Information / Contact

Sunday St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
Sunday 4.00pm - 6.00pm** Staffordshire Show Choir

Academy
**Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
See Memo & noticeboards for dates

Sunday 7.00pm - 9.00pm** Staffordshire Show Choir **Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Monday 9.45am Little Fishes

Mother & Toddler group
✔ Jeanbuckley456@gmail.com                 

Mob Tel: 07999542229
Monday 1.30pm - 3.00pm Staffs Ladies Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Monday 6.00pm - 9.00pm Rainbows & Guides ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
Monday Monthly 7.30pm Church Council Rev Josh - Zoom at present
Tuesday 12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Tuesday 6.00pm-8.00pm Brownies ✔ Trudy Reale (01782) 631904

Wednesday 9.00am Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group

✔ Penny Richards (01782)  711631.

Wednesday 1.10pm - 1.45pm Oasis Communion Service Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Wednesday No start date Church Choir Rev. Peter Nisbeck (01782) 662379
Thursday 10.00am - 12pm Keep Fit Class Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm St.Thomas' Church open Please check: (01782) 614847
Thursday 6.00pm - 7.15pm

Fortnightly** Staffordshire Show 
Junior & Youth Choirs.

Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
**See Memo & noticeboards for dates

Thursday 7.30pm - 9.00pm
Fortnightly**

Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
**See Memo & noticeboards for dates

Friday Fortnightly**
9.00am - Noon

Church open Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
Friday Coffee Bar **See Calendar page & Memo for details
Friday Mini Market Pat Lovatt  - See above.
Friday 10.45am Fortnightly Chapel Prayers Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Friday 7.00pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Friday

Sunday
8.00pm - 9.00pm

& 10.00am
Bell-Ringing

St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton
Ring for
details

John Maddison (01782) 853169
David Powell (01782) 714060

Any Saturday/Extra events and services are listed on the back page of this issue.
For any additions/changes - please contact the Editor
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St.Thomas
BUTTERTON
  5th. Sunday 10.30am Holy Communion.
12th. Sunday   3.30 pm   
Carol Singing along the Church Drive. - See page 4
19th. Sunday 10.30 am Holy Commuion.

 25th CHRISTMAS DAY
        10.30 am  Holy Communion

26th ST STEPHENS DAY
    No service at St Thomas or St Giles.

December Calendars

JANUARY 2022's 
PARISH NEWS

Please email all items to the Editor: -  
pitstowm@aol.com

Closing date: Tuesday, Dec 14th.

Any changes to Government Covid regulations 
may mean that changes have to be made to all 

Services and events shown in this issue.  

NOTE: CHANGES TO PREVIOUS LISTINGS
◆The Co op Memorial Service in St.Giles on 28th 
November was cancelled.
◆There is no service at St.Thomas Butterton on 
12th December as they are having their 'Carols 
Along the Drive', at 3.30pm.(Whatever the weather). 

Everyone Invited - See Page 4.
◆There will be no service at either St Giles or St 
Thomas on Boxing Day, 26th December.  This has 
been the decision of the Bishop of Lichfield.

St.Giles, Newcastle-under-Lyme
 1st Wednesday  1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion

 3rd Friday 11.00 am Service at Mill Rise

 5th SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 10.30 am  Holy Communion

 8th Wednesday 1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion
                          2.00 pm  GLOW School Service

 10th Friday 9 am - Noon  Coffee Bar & Mini Market

 11th Saturday 9.30 am  Preparation of Christingles
            3.00 pm  Ecumenical Memorial Service for

Victims of Covid
 6.00 pm  Ecumenical Memorial Service for 

Victims of Covid

12th THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
   8.00 am      Holy Communion
 10.30 am    All Age Christingle & Nativity

15th Wednesday 1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion

17th Friday 11.00 am  Service at Mill Rise

18th Saturday
 12 noon  Ecumenical Carol Singing at Market Cross

19th FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 10.30 am Holy Communion
              6.30 pm   Lessons and Carols

 St.Giles continued....
22nd Wednesday  1.10 pm   Oasis Holy Communion

23rd Thursday  2.15 pm    Service at Rowan Court

Friday 24th  CHRISTMAS EVE
  11.00 am   Service at Hempstalls Hall
  4.00 pm    One More Sleep (Families welcome)
 11.30 pm   Midnight Holy Communion for Christmas

25th CHRISTMAS DAY
  8.00 am Holy Communion for 
   the dawn of Christmas Day

10.30 am  Family Holy Communion

26th FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
  NO SERVICES 

(by permission of the Bishop of Lichfield)

29th Wednesday 1.10 pm  Oasis Holy Communion.

Continued....


