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Rev. Ann Taylor
writes....

A

s I look through my window at the rain falling
on my garden I realise that we are coming to
the end of Autumn that the next weeks will see
the beginning of winter. I have planted a few
bulbs, mostly known as food for the squirrels.
Every year I plant bulbs cover them with netting
and still lose at least half finding bits of bulbs
chewed up on the path. O well this year has
been a relentless war against the little furry
friends, my two tiny apple trees only yielding two
apples between them, and they were useless,
the rest picked by squirrels who take a bit, find
them not to taste and then throw them away.
One day, one day, I will win. The problems of
living next to woodland. But now the garden is
put to bed, with a little luck the last mow of the
grass has been done and I can enjoy the antics
of the birds on the bird feeder. And I can settle
down to November the time of remembering.
We will be holding our annual Remembrance
Service on 14th November at 10 am and there
we will be remembering those lost, not only in the
two great wars of the 20th century but also the
many wars and troubles that have brought such
painful losses. We never forget and we certainly
shouldn’t forget all that our forces have done
and the men and women, who seeking peace,
have given their lives. I hope that many of you
will be there or can join us on line, or on 11th
November at 11 am meet us at the Cenotaph in
Red Lion Square.
But November for my family also means the 50th
birthday of my son, how can that be, is it really
50 years since he was born. There will be a
small family gathering to celebrate and I will look
misty eyed back over all those years. Of course,
November has more times of remembering, the
very beginning of the month 1st November is
All Saints Day, although we will celebrate at St
Giles and St Thomas on the day before Sunday
31 October, no Hallowe’en for us, just a great
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celebration of the saints of God, a fabulous time of giving
thank s for all those who from the time of Jesus have given
so freely for the faith. I have no doubt that ‘For all the saints’
will be one of our hymns, I hope so. A celebration of the
great saints but I have always enjoyed the next day, when the
church celebrates the faithful departed, All Souls Day, now I
love this celebration, these are my people, and it will be just
7 years since Mum died at All Souls tide, for these are the
people who having loved God in their life time now celebrate
in his presence. These are the people we know, often they
would have been the one who brought us to faith, maybe the
grandparent, the aunt, the Sunday School teacher who put us
on the step to the kingdom. This is a time of remembering
not just those who did great deeds, either of faith or of valour,
but were examples to each of us of Christian living. To me
these are my saints, for they are the ones I knew in my life,
they are the ones who taught me how to live as a Christian and
gave me the example of Christian living I strive to continue.
In Hebrews we read , ‘Since we are surrounded by so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and
the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith’, I see those beautiful saints of
God that once I knew, those that spoke to me of Jesus, and
taught me the faith. I see myself surrounded by them with
love, encouraging me in my future, showing me the way to
life. It is certainly good to look back on those that brought us
to faith, but again surely, we should be looking forward and
encouraging others, as we were encouraged, to embrace the
faith, to see that Great cloud of witnesses, to show others how
faith in Jesus is a time of celebration, so that we too are part
of the great cloud of witnesses bringing others to rejoice with
the saints in heaven. So enjoy November, this grey month,
as we celebrate all the faithful departed, be they great saints,
little saints, or the warriors that gave their lives for others.
As we remember let us also give thanks.

Ann.

A Prayer for November
Father,
In these short, dark days of November, with all the
uncertainties and complications in our new Covid 19
landscape, help us to feel the reassurance of Your
presence in the gift of each new day. Help us to be
guided through the darkness by Your light – by Jesus,
who will never leave us or forsake us.
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W

elcome to our 16 page November issue.
As you will see from the index on the left,
it is packed with items for you to enjoy.
It's very pleasing to see that the 'life' of our
churches is slowly returning to a kind of
'normal', and this is shown on our various
'What's Gone' pages. Looking forward, our
'What's On' pages give details of our special
'Christmas Market', an event which would
greatly value your support. To help you plan
your Christmas season celebrations, we also
include a provisional list of our December
Services and events.
During November, Remembrance Day, helps
us to remember all those who have lost their
lives in times of war. Our 'Lest we forget' and
'We will remember them' items, salute those
who gave their lives for their country.
The future of our planet is being discussed
at the COP26 Climate Change conference in
Glasgow this month and we feature a couple
of items to mark the occasion.
Please enjoy this bumper issue, and support
the services and events listed. To (almost)
quote a famous poster statement -'Your Church
Needs You!'
Michael Pitstow

Take-a-Break Answers............................ 16
Next Issue Closing Date ......................... 16
November Calendars ............................
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A Thought for the Month
With Remembrance Day in mind ....

The Church knows nothing of a sacredness of war. The
Church which prays the ‘Our Father’ asks God
only for peace. - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

A

Our Cover

night time view of Red Lion square in Newcastle, featuring
the Newcastle War Memorial, where the final part of the
Borough's Remembrance services will take place.

Parish News - Your own printed copy!

Did you know? - If you contact our Parish Administrator,
(Penny), you can have a printed copy of Parish News.

From The Editor ......

Staying Safe

◆We are very grateful to our Church Warden,
Dennis Brammer, who has been carrying out
'Health & Safety' inspections and improvements
at our two churches. With that in mind, this
'snippet' seemed rather appropriate ...

T

he town's fire prevention officer was
conducting a health and safety course
at the local church. The officer said to the
Minister: “Now imagine this: it is a Sunday
morning, and you have a number of people,
spread throughout your church building. Some
are in the choir stalls, some are in the kitchen,
and some are in the nave. Suddenly, a big fire
breaks out. What are the first steps you would
take?”
The Minister thought carefully for a moment
and then replied, "Really big ones!"
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What's On: November

Sunday, November 21st.
(After the All-Age Service)

O

ne of the highlights of the Newcastle town center's year
is the switching on of the Christmas lights. This year it
is on Sunday, November 21st.
The local BID, (Business Improment District), who have
helped with the St.Giles Tree Festival in previous years, are
holding some children's activities at St.Giles' in the afternoon
and we are having some 'Christmas Market' stalls which need
YOUR support. Details can be found on the right.
This 'event' will be FREE ADMISSION and held after
the morning 'All-Age' service and is instead of our usual
'Christmas Fayre' afternoon and we would value your support.

W

Fill the box in Church!
Fancy goods
Christmas items
Jewellery
Books
Cakes (See below, left).
knitted goods

Cakes Please!

e are going to have a cake stall, (which everyone loves), at
our Christmas Market on November 21st. We will need lots
of home made cakes as this stall is one of the ‘go to’ places for
so many people when they visit us. The ‘Market’ will open after the
All-Age Morning Service and stay open for the afternoon and so
we will require a ‘good’ number of items to sell.

Please bring in your donations on Sunday, November
21st. Further details are available from Wendy Burke.
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Help us to fill the stalls

It's
Back!

Thank Y

ou

For Christmas Market details,
please contact Rev Peter Nisbeck
(01782) 662379

Our Friday Coffee Bar
& Mini Market has re-opened.
9am - 12 Noon ALTERNATE
weeks, (Dates on the backpage).
Table Waitress Service Only

T

here will be a seasonal meal at Newcastle Golf Club on Friday 26th November, 7.00pm
for 7.30pm. The new chef has put together a set-priced menu which is attached together with
payment details - please note final date for booking is 12th November. Hopefully many people
will attend for a pleasant social evening.
Further details from Sue Taylor: suetaylor59@hotmail.com Tel:(01782) 717141

THE WESTLANDS RESTAURANT
at Newcastle Golf Club - Friday 26th November

Christmas Fayre Menu
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What's On:
Christmas is Coming!

T

o help you plan your Christmas programme, we
are printing a provisional list of 'special' Services
and other activities taking place in our Churches during
December. A full calendar will be published in our next
edition.
Any changes to government Covid regulations may
mean that changes have to be made.

December 2021
11th Saturday
3.00 pm Covid 19 Memorial Service
6.00 pm Covid 19 Memorial Service

18th Saturday
12 noon Churches Together Town Centre Carols

December 12th THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10.30 am Holy Communion
3.15 pm Carol Singing in the Village
(if wet will take place 3.15 pm on
Saturday 18thDecember)
25th CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30 am Holy Communion

St.Giles

12th THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10.30 am Christingle Service

St.Thomas
BUTTERTON

26th ST STEPHENS DAY
No service at St Thomas
10.30 am Service at St Giles

What's Gone: Quiz Night
October 9th. Harvest Quiz Night

21st FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
6.30 pm Lessons and Carols
23rd Thursday
2.15 pm Service at Rowan Court
24th CHRISTMAS EVE
11.00 am Service at Hempstalls Hall
4.00 pm One More Sleep
(An event for children)
11.30 pm Midnight Holy Communion
25th CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am All Age Holy Communion
26th ST STEPHENS DAY
10.30 am Holy Communion
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O

ur usual (amazing)
Harvest Supper format
had to be changed this year
due to the virus regulations,
but Rev'd Peter, (and
his glamorous assistant,
Julia), put together a very
enjoyable Quiz Night. The
evening's entertainment
was complemented with
communal singing, led by Carol Stimpson. Enid King
organised a raffle, which made £100. Our grateful thanks to
everyone involved for such an enjoyable evening.

What's Gone: Butterton Fun Run

S

aturday 18th September and Monday 20th
September were fine and mostly sunny autumn
days .
Unluckily, 19th was to say the least a bit mixed.
Nevertheless, a number of brave folk turned out to
support our Fun Run event. Some ran over a mile across
the fields and paddock, some welly-wanged, played
giant dominoes, threw hoops over bottles, played giant
snakes and ladders and other games, enjoyed tea and
biscuits, bought raffle tickets and Bring and Buy items
and chatted.
The age range was from two to eighty nine, all taking
some part and all apparently enjoying themselves and
we especially appreciated the efficiency of the younger
folk in organising the games and we thank those who
helped in any way and everyone who turned out on a
grey day to support the event.
Congratulations to the first and second to finish, Louise
and Beth, a mother and daughter (great genes!) but all
who set off completed the course and were awarded
special and splendid Butterton Fun Run medals. My
two small grandchildren were so proud of theirs and
I suspect they will be shown off whenever possible.
There were also some magnificent welly-wanging
distances, the greatest distance thrown by Glynn’s sonin law, Mark.
It was a friendly gathering and a special treat was to see
the Spitfire flying over us. It was, of course, the Battle of
Britain Sunday.

EMC

Photo's courtesy of:Annisa Mehler

Bottom right: Glynn Edwards

Page 7

What's Gone: Green News

O

Green Team News

n Saturday 25th October members of the Green Team
and friends welcomed Kathryn Robey, the curator of the
Dorothy Clive Garden near Woore, to speak about her role
and to offer horticultural advice to the St Giles’ Green team.
Kathryn described the many groups and individuals, apart
from the garden’s members and paying guests, that use
the Dorothy Clive Garden for therapeutic purposes. These
included patients offered social prescribing by their GPs to
improve wellbeing, i.e. stimulating gardening activities to
be carried out in the fresh air, Walking for Health groups,
schools, individuals suffering sensory deprivation, choirs,
visits by the New Victoria Theatre and the Hub Foundation
which is a charity dedicated to supporting vulnerable families
and communities. Her talk illustrated the depth of positive
outreach that the Dorothy Clive garden enjoys and the
potential for St Giles to further develop use of the Churchyard
along similar beneficial lines.
The group then toured St Giles’ Churchyard and Kathryn
answered numerous gardening questions and offered
valuable advice on growing more cutting flowers for display
in Church, properly managing our first attempt at a wild flower
meadow, propagation, improving growing conditions under
the large blue cedar tree, planting to deter rough sleepers
and misuse of the Churchyard and many additional planting
and conservation ideas.
Thanks go to all those who attended this enjoyable event
and to Reverend Peter and Julia for providing refreshments!

T

Pumpkin Prize Winners

L.Bailey

he results were announced during the St.Giles' Climate
Change Harvest Festival service on October 10th. Our
grateful thanks to Gill and David Elks,
and all the participants.

St.Giles Church
Pumpkin growing
Competition
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1st prize - Howard Armitt 8kg 260
2nd prize - Ben & Mim Moores 2kg 700
3rd prize - Rev Josh & Shell 2kg 040
Wooden spoon - Fred Plant 0.20kg

Countdown
to Closure

R

Photo's & Memorabilia

ev’d Josh thought that it would be nice to
have a ‘slot’ in a Sunday Service to mark
the closure of our MU branch. We hope to
hold this in January and details will be given
nearer the time.
To mark the occasion, we would like to make
a display of M.U. photo’s taken over the years.
If you have any and are prepared to lend them
to us, we would be very grateful. Please put
your name on the back, together with the date
taken and brief details of the occasion. We
would also be very grateful for any appropriate
M.U. memorabilia that you may have.
We would like them for the end of November.

A New
Beginning
The closure of our Mothers Union
branch will be the end of an era.
BUT: Now we are looking forward to a new
beginning. Our M.U. was never just a group
of people who met once a month - we were,
and still are, a group of friends who look out
for each other, and give help whenever it's
needed. We also try to listen when someone
needs to talk. We have a strong bond and
this will not be broken with the closure of the
branch.
In the New Year, we will be starting another
group. We don't know what it will be, or what
it will be called, but everyone can have a say
in the creation and running of it.

More details after Christmas
Wendy Burke

Lest we forget...

a Remembrance-tide Reflection
by Revd Dr David Kirk Beedon.

[God] shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more. (Isaiah 2:4 NRSV)

T

he prophet Isaiah gives us a beautiful vision of a transformed world within which human beings no longer
resort to war to resolve conflict. In Christian terms it is a ‘Kingdom vision’, a way of being in the world still
far off being realised but one, in faith and hope, we earnestly pray and work for nonetheless. The Church of
England designates the period from All Saints’ Day (1st November) to the last Sunday before Advent (known as
the Feast of Christ the King, this year 21st November) as the ‘Kingdom Season’. Perhaps a fitting time to renew
our efforts in praying and working for the bounds of God’s kingdom of peace to widen in our fallen world.
It is therefore appropriate that Remembrance Sunday falls in this Kingdom Season.
During this period we commemorate those who gave their lives that peace might
prevail. We also recall those who returned home maimed physically or psychologically
by war. Likewise we pray for their families affected by the inhumanities that war wages
on loved ones. At Remembrance-tide I especially think of my mother’s elder brother,
Roland Bernard Bright (see picture). He is the uncle I never met and the forever twentyone year old brother that war robbed from my mother at the tender age of fifteen.
‘Uncle Roly’ was an RAF sergeant and served as a nose gunner on the American built
B24 Liberator heavy bomber. He flew with 159 Squadron of the Royal Canadian Air
Force and most of his fellow aircrew hailed from across the Atlantic in what was then a British Dominion. His
final sorties were from an airbase in what is now Bangladesh (then colonial India). The squadron flew longrange missions over Burma, often approaching a 3,000 mile round trip in 1940s technology and facing fierce
anti-aircraft fire in and out of the target area (as well as some fighter aircraft).
On the 9th February 1945, whilst approaching a target his aircraft was hit, burst into flames and broke in two.
Local Buddhist villagers later recovered the crew’s bodies from the wreckage and laid them to rest. Their
remains were later moved to an Imperial (now Commonwealth) War Graves site and subsequently to the larger
central Taukkyan War Cemetery, in what was then known as Rangoon (modern-day Yangon).
In 2018 my wife Julie and I achieved a long-term bucket-list goal of visiting Burma (now known as Myanmar).
We made special arrangements so, on the 9th February (sixty-three years after the event) we could visit the
headland where Roly’s aircraft was hit and then visit the area where
the wreckage landed and the crew were first buried. Later that trip
we visited the graves of the eight crew in Yangon. From reading a
number of online accounts - including an eyewitness account of the
aircraft being hit and crashing - all the names were poignantly familiar.
The average age of the crew was around twenty-four. All died a long
way from their loved ones on foreign soil, seeking to liberate a people
from Japanese oppression, people they most likely had no idea about
culturally.
Continued on the next page..
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After the war Burma achieved independence from British rule but, sadly, in 1962 was taken over by a brutal
military junta and, in 1989, was renamed Myanmar. This morning I read in the Church Times of a Lutheran
pastor being shot dead by government forces in Myanmar whilst trying to put out a fire in a building that had
been shelled by the military. The country - a federal republic of various ethnicities and states - has suffered one
of the longest-running civil wars (since 1949). Also, the suffering and mistreatment of the Moslem Rohingya
people in the northern Rakhine state of Myanmar has, in recent years, filtered in and out of Western media
attention.
It saddens my heart that a people my uncle gave his life to liberate from the Japanese, who then won freedom
from colonial rule, are still so oppressed and brutalised. The military junta are all obscenely rich in a country
where most people live in conditions not seen in the West for centuries. I pray for the people of Myanmar and
invite you to do so in your own remembrances. What this time of year reminds me most, especially as I read
the newspapers and watch the news, is how far we all are still from Christ’s peaceable kingdom. But I do not
despair as all things are possible with the God we worship. The words of Cecil Spring Rice come to mind:
And there's another country, I've heard of long ago
Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know
We may not count her armies, we may not see her king
Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering
And soul by soul, and silently her shining bounds increase
And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace

We Will Remember Them....
We think of our Armies, Sailors and R.A.F. to,
All those in uniforms of khaki and blue.
We think of those wounded,
Still struggling on,
Even with troubled minds,
And body parts gone.
We remember all those who died in war,
The pain and the horrors that they saw.
We praise them all, every one once more,
Whether fighting abroad,
Or protecting our shore.
God bless them all for being so brave,
Putting themselves at risk,
For all others to save.
We salute them all, each and everyone,
Those living today,
And those who have gone.
Pamela Smith
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Academy Activities
St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy
As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be
Tel: 01782 91764

www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk

Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon)

Y5/6 poems and art work on Remembrance
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Mary's Meals

A three part series adapted from a true story
		Part 2

Mary was a young mother with two children, and her
mother, Rhoda, all living in a run-down neighbourhood
of New York. Her youngest child was at school, but her
oldest son was in prison in a town many miles away. Due
to an increase in her rent, she urgently needed an extra
job and an old man, 'Old Jack', who she found sleeping
in a doorway, suggested that she tried the 'Easy Diner',
a few blocks away...

F

eeling quite uncertain on that cold November day,
Mary found the “Easy Diner” which was quite dark
and almost empty of customers. A tall man was at the
door as she approached. He smiled and without any
hesitation invited her in. Fearing the worst she spoke
up, “Old Jack sent me”, she said, “I’m after a job in the
kitchen”. He turned away,
“Boss!” He shouted, “Someone here wants a job in our
kitchen!”
From behind the counter a small man appeared in a
smart suit, cigarette in hand and walked over to her.
“Okay Bill”, he said, “I’ll look after her”, and the tall man
returned to the door.
Mary felt very uneasy, but with work so difficult to find
she felt that she had to see what would happen. “How
do you know Old Jack?” He asked. She told him what
happened and the fact that he reminded her of her own
family members.
“You seem a good girl.” He said, “we want a kitchen
hand – the pay is low but are you interested?”
“Yes please,” she answered “anything!” “You can start tomorrow evening”, he told her.
The next evening Mary arrived early and the ‘Boss’,
took her into the kitchen to meet the chef. She wasn’t
quite sure what country he came from, but he wasn’t
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American, and he certainly appeared to have recently
enjoyed a drink – a fact that scared her after the downfall
of her own son, who was now miles away, locked up in
a prison cell. “Come with me,” he told her as he showed
her a door with a padlock on it. “This is MY store-room,
and you only enter when I tell you – okay?” She agreed.
He then showed her the cramped kitchen area, “This is
where you will work - the way I tell you!” He told her firmly.
Thanksgiving Day soon arrived, and as she worked
in the evenings, Mary used her first weeks wages to
produce a very special lunch-time ‘feast’ for her family.
Before enjoying the meal, Mary insisted that they prayed
to God, thanking Him for her new job, the food on table,
and asking Him to remember and help her son in prison,
whom she was missing very deeply during that ‘special’
time of celebration.
Over the next few weeks Mary spent her evenings
working in the kitchen. She was rather disappointed that
she always got the ‘dirty’ jobs and wasn’t allow to cook
anything but, she watched the chef closely and he soon
allowed her to do some ‘basic’ cooking.
One evening started as usual, but the chef arrived late.
Mary was starting to panic but when he arrived he was
drunk, and very cross as he showed her his left hand,
which was bandaged up. “Last night” he said, “I had a
fight on the way home and badly bruised my hand”.
As he was telling her, the “Boss” suddenly appeared and
demanded to know what was happening. The injured
Chef told him, “Not to worry”, as Mary and I will cook
your meals for you”. He then turned to Mary and said, ”
YOU must cook tonight! - I will instruct you!”
Somewhat worried at the prospect, but with little choice,
Mary agreed and with a combination of her observations
Continued on the next page..

and Chef’s instructions, they
managed to cook the evenings
dishes without any problems.
Twice a week, Mary’s first job
was to help with a food delivery.
The same man always turned up
and large amounts of fruit and
vegetables were taken to the
Chef’s store room. The “Boss”
signed a piece of paper and off
he went. During the evenings
which followed, Mary was often
sent to the store to bring out fruit
and vegetables for the meals, but
was mystified why the quantities
she saw inside were always less
than expected.
One evening, on her way home,
she saw a figure in a shop
doorway. She wasn’t sure, but
thought that it may be 'Old Jack',
the man who told her about the
job and so she went over to thank
him.
He awoke as she approached,
“Mary, is that you? - did you get
the job?” He asked.
She sat beside him and told him
all about it. He smiled warmly at
her. “I’m pleased it’s helping you”
he told her, “and I believe that it’s
very well run. If I get really hungry,
they will sometimes give me
something to eat”, he continued.
Mary looked at her watch and
realised that she would be late
for work. She didn’t want to loose
her job and just said, “I think so”
in reply and got up to leave.
“Please come and see me again”,
he told her as she walked away.
Perhaps that’s where the missing
food is going she thought.
Perhaps it’s all okay after all.

Next month A Mary Christmas

Action on Climate Change

Faith leaders have been joining together to demand climate action
ahead of the COP26 conference in Glasgow this month.

G

raham Usher, Bishop of Norwich, and lead Bishop on the Environment
for the Church of England signed the letter alongside leaders of every
major Christian denomination and representatives from Baha’i, Buddhist,
Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh communities.
The declaration states: “We remind governments of their commitments made
in Paris in 2015 to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees, and of Article 17 of
the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights to protect the
environment, the biosphere and biodiversity.
“We call upon them to take the urgent action needed to avert the loss,
damage, and forced migration threatened by climate change.
“Across our doctrinal and political differences, we know that we must change
our ways to ensure a quality of life which all can share, and we need to provide
hope for people of all ages, everywhere, including future generations. To
offer hope in the world we need to have confidence that those in power
understand the vital role they have to play at the Glasgow COP26.”

*******

With the UN’s climate change conference, COP26, in Glasgow this
month, how should we approach the challenge of climate change?
We have damaged God’s creation: God delights in His creation: ‘God saw
all that He had made, and it was very good.’ (Genesis 1:31). However, we
have damaged this world and impacted people, created in His image. The
burning of oil or gas and cutting down forests is increasing the concentration
of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide that trap heat in the Earth’s
atmosphere. The global average temperature could increase by 1.5˚C in
2030, resulting in significant damage to our planet. Already, increasing
temperatures are melting ice caps, raising sea-levels, changing rainfall
patterns and creating extreme climate events. It’s the 70% of the world’s
poorest population who are being impacted most!
Hope is found in Jesus: He has an intimate knowledge of the workings of
creation. ‘For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things,
and in Him all things hold together.’ (Colossians 1:16,17). Our hope for the
future lies in what Jesus has done and continues to do in the world. He is
the one who sustains creation and will bring everything to completion.
An invitation to respond: Simple everyday actions can help to sustain
our planet, including recycling of waste, energy saving and changes in our
lifestyle and diet to help the planet. We can fix our eyes on Jesus, as we
pray for our world for our world leaders, gathering in Glasgow, asking that
they may reach a good agreement for the future of our world.
Parish Pump
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Take-a-Break
Poppies Wordsearch

I

t was 100 years ago this month, on 11th Nov 1921, that Remembrance poppies were sold for the first time in British and
Commonwealth countries to commemorate military personnel
who died in war.
Amid the mud, blood and carnage of trench warfare in World War
1, tens of thousands of bright red poppies had grown, marking
the graves of the fallen. This led John McCrae, a Canadian army
physician who had lost a colleague, to write “In Flanders Fields”,
In Flanders fields, the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.
This image inspired the adoption of a red poppy as the symbol
of all soldiers who had died in conflict. In the UK they are sold
by the Royal British Legion to raise funds for current and former
members of the British Armed Forces. Around 30 million poppies
are sold each year.

Smile-A-While

Medium Sudoku

Remembrance
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Flanders
Fields
Symbol

Newsletter Bloopers

◆At the evening service tonight, the
sermon topic will be "What Is Hell?" Come
early and listen to our choir practice.

"Thank you for the fireworks
Vicar, can we have some
more at New Year?"

◆ The Associate Minister unveiled the
church's new tithing campaign slogan last
Sunday: "I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours"

Answers on page 16

Newcastle News

Castle House tel: 01782 717717
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news
●THANKS - A fund raising 'JustGiving' Internet page set
up by Staffordshire County Council for Afghan refugees
based in North Staffordshire, has raised over £2,500.
Many are staying in the Holiday Inn near junction 15 of
the M6 before finding permanent accommodation.
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Dennis Brammer.

●BAKERY - Bakery firm Greggs has opened up their latest
outlet at Keele University. The shop employs 10 people and will
be open on seven days a week.
●TRENTHAM SHOPPING - The shopping village at Trentham
has welcomed an influx of new retailers in the last 18 months and
is almost completely full. The site boasts 77 timber retail lodges
which are home to a variety of brands including Portmeirion,
Mountain Warehouse, Regatta, Il Gusto and Doggie Fashions.
●25 YEARS - Specsavers opticians is celebrating 25 years in
Newcastle. They relocated to Castle Walk in 2012.

St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS

Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)
All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.
Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day

Time

Event / Meeting

Termtime
only

Information / Contact

Sunday
Sunday

St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
4.00pm - 6.00pm** Staffordshire Show Choir
**Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Academy
See Memo & noticeboards for dates
Sunday
7.00pm - 9.00pm** Staffordshire Show Choir
**Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Monday
9.45am
Little Fishes
Jeanbuckley456@gmail.com
✔
Mother & Toddler group
Mob Tel: 07999542229
Monday
1.30pm - 3.00pm
Staffs Ladies Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Monday
6.00pm - 9.00pm
Rainbows & Guides
Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
✔
Monday
Monthly 7.30pm
Church Council
Rev Josh - Zoom at present
Tuesday 12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Tuesday
6.00pm-8.00pm
Brownies
Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
✔
Wednesday
No start date
Penny Richards (01782) 711631.
✔
Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group
Wednesday 1.10pm - 1.45pm
Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Oasis Communion Service
Wednesday
No start date
Church Choir
Rev. Peter Nisbeck (01782) 662379
Thursday
10.00am - 12pm
Keep Fit Class
Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm
St.Thomas' Church open
Please check: (01782) 614847
Thursday 6.00pm - 7.15pm
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Fortnightly**
**See Memo & noticeboards for dates
Staffordshire Show
Thursday 7.30pm - 9.00pm
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Junior & Youth Choirs.
Fortnightly**
**See Memo & noticeboards for dates
Friday
Fortnightly**
Church open
Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
Friday
Coffee Bar
**See Calendar page & Memo for details
9.00am - Noon
Friday
Mini Market
Pat Lovatt - See above.
Friday
10.45am Fortnightly
Chapel Prayers
Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Friday
7.00pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Friday
7.30pm &
Bell-Ringing
John Maddison (01782) 853169
Sunday
10.30am
St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton
David Powell (01782) 714060
Any Saturday/Extra events and services are listed on the back page of this issue.
For any additions/changes - please contact the Editor
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November Calendars
31st October Celebrating ALL SAINTS (Clocks Back)
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am Holy Communion (CW)
1st Nov. Monday ALL SAINTS 9.45 am Little Fishes
3rd Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
4th Thursday 2.15 pm Service at Hempstalls
5th Friday 11.00 am Service at Mill Rise
7th THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
10.30 am Holy Communion (CW)
7.00 pm Confirmation
8th Monday: 9.45am Little Fishes
10th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
2.00 pm GLOW School Service

Our Online Sunday services are
on our NEW YouTube site at 10.30 am.
Find us now at:www.youtube.com/channel/
UC5wm1rOSqpw40OMfvbAW3mg

Please SUBSCRIBE to this new channel.

This does not involve any financial commitment.

St.Thomas Butterton
31st October
Celebrating ALL SAINTS (Clocks Back)
10.30 am Holy Communion
7th Nov. Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion
12th Friday 11.30 am Burial of Ashes

11th Thursday REMEMBRANCE DAY
11.00 am Act of Remembrance at the Cenotaph

14th

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
10.30 am Holy Communion

12th Friday 9-12 Noon: Coffee and Mini Market

21st Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion

14th SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Remembrance Service (NOTE Time)
12.30 pm Baptism

26th Friday 7.00pm for 7.30pm.
Seasonal Meal (Newcastle Golf Club: Page 5)
28th Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion

15th Monday: 9.45 am Little Fishes
16th Tuesday Closing date for December PN.
17th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
21st CHRIST THE KING
10.30 am All Age Worship
After Service: Christmas Market in Church
Christmas Lights Switch on in Newcastle
22nd Monday: 9.45 am Little Fishes
2.15 pm Service at Rowan Court
24th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
26th Friday 9-12 Noon: Coffee and Mini Market
28th FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am Holy Communion (CW)
12.30 pm Holy Baptism
3.00 pm Co-op Funeral Services Memorial Service
29th Monday: 9.45 am Little Fishes
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Take-a-Break
Answers

Support our Christmas Market
Sunday afternoon, November 21st.
DECEMBER's PARISH NEWS
Please email all items to the Editor: pitstowm@aol.com
Closing date: Tuesday, Nov.16th.
Any changes to government Covid regulations
may mean that changes have to be made.

