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Our Rector writes....

L

Reaching the
Tipping Point

ike many people, I have been horrified by
the endless stream of forest fires and floods
across Europe, America and Australia over the
course of the summer. However, what horrified
me more was an interview with a scientist who
was asked if he was surprised by any of this.
He wasn’t. In the early 1990s, climate scientists
had been predicting such weather for the early
2020s if we continued down the path we were
heading on. What made it more terrifying was
that he said things were worse than what those
1990s models were predicting. Although it is
often dismissed as alarmism or people being
‘over-the-top’, human-caused climate change –
or rather global warming – is now well-founded
as a science. Whereas sometimes you hear
that ‘scientists are divided on climate change’,
that’s not quite true. In fact, by 2019, 100%
of climate scientists (the people who actually
study this stuff) are agreed that it is humanity
which is causing the change in our atmosphere.
It doesn’t take much imagination to realise
that pumping 390 billion tons of carbon into
the atmosphere (through cars, factories,
planes etc), whilst simultaneously cutting
down one third of the earth’s carbon-eating,
oxygen-producing trees over a period of 150
years would cause problems. Those ‘Save the
Rainforests’ campaigns aren’t just about keeping natural habitats: the rainforests pump out
the oxygen which keeps the earth’s temperature at the right heat to grow crops. Without
them, we’ve got less cool oxygen and more
hot carbon dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere
– and it’s got nowhere to go. Subsequently,
the ice at the North and South Pole heats up,
and thus melts. The sea levels rise, producing more clouds meaning that in areas which
are already quite wet you get more rain and
more droughts in already hot areas. Thus hot
places with forests, like Greece, California
and Australia, will get more forest fires, and
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cool, wetter places – like Germany and the UK – will have
evermore flooding. It was bad enough when the Western
world was pumping carbon at ridiculous rates; but we’re
now seeing a billion people in China beginning to live with
Western living standards with another billion in India not far
behind. And guess what? We just keeping pumping more
and more of that carbon into the atmosphere, and it’s going
to get warmer and warmer and warmer.
We are very soon reaching the ‘tipping point’ – the point
of no return, when we’ve pumped so much carbon into
the atmosphere and cut down so many trees that climate
change will take on a life of its own. If we keep up the
current carbon levels the best-case scenarios for 2050
would meaning low-level areas such as Bangladesh,
Florida, Holland and – wait for it – central London (such as
the Houses of Parliament) become flooded. The medium
case scenario would mean that countless people would be
forced to leave their homes and livelihoods, with millions
of refugees fleeing further north to Europe and America
due to unsustainable heat levels. Now keep in mind that
the current weather conditions are worse than the models
predicted by climate science in the 1990s.
From a Christian perspective, all this makes sense. According to the Bible, due to our rebellion against God, we
human beings can be relentlessly greedy. Climate change
has been produced by a relentless exploitation of the earth’s
resources. But we do this without consideration for the rest
of God’s creation. We ignore what God wants. We think of
ourselves. Indeed, in Genesis, the first two victims of Adam’s
sin were the cursed earth and an animal slaughtered to
cover God’s shame. Similarly, the victims of our relentless
greed is the earth around us. But guess what? That comes
back to bite us. In the Old Testament, God’s people Israel
continually ignored God. They even said, ‘We have nothing
to worry about because we have God’s temple’ whilst at
the same time were breaking all of God’s commandments.
In the end God had to say, ‘Ok then, this is what happens
when I no longer look after you…’ The Babylonians soon
destroyed Israel’s country and civilization. It took centuries
before Israel was back on its feet (thanks to God’s renewed
protection). God has few qualms about allowing a civilization
to collapse if it selfishly and greedily ignores his good will
for creation. The same for our own modern civilization. After
all, Adam was commanded to till the garden, not trash it.
Likewise, our relentless greed is beginning to destroy the
very environment in which we breath – if the seas heat up
too much, then the very bacterial plankton in the oceans
Continued on the next page...

What's Inside....

The Rector continues....
which produce somewhere between 50% and
80% of the earth’s oxygen may die. We would
quite literally choke ourselves. If God is in the
business of saving his creation in Jesus Christ –
as proved by Jesus’ physical resurrection from
the dead at Easter – then those who go against
his good purposes, including entire civilizations,
should not expect him to sustain their unsustainable practices ‘just because’.
During October St Giles with St Thomas will
be exploring what it means to be Christians
who listen to God’s creation - care commandments in an age of climate change. We will be
having several events alongside St Giles with
St George’s School (including a special joint
All-Age Worship), guest speaker Revd Steve
Hollinghurst on Sunday 17th, and having a
Thursday evening event with guest speakers at
St Giles on the 14th, 21st and 28th (7.30pm).
More information to follow. Each of these will
be exploring ways in which we can understand
climate change and what we as Christians can
do in response. The science can make things
feel quite daunting (‘what can I do about China’s
rapid industrialisation?’), but sometimes, very
simple things can make a difference! After all,
the story of the Bible is a story of repentance,
in which God forgives us our sins and gives
us a new path to follow. In Greek, the word
‘repentance’ is metanoia, which doesn’t just
mean ‘saying sorry’. It means ‘changing your
mind and changing how you do things’. So let’s
together learn how to change our mind about
how we treat God’s beautiful creation – and
change how we live in response.

A Thought For the Month
Plan ahead -- It wasn't raining when Noah
built the ark. - Anon

Our Cover

Our October Climate Change and Harvest edition
encourages us all to think "Greener", including our
children, some of whom planted a new tree in our
churchyard during a recent Activities Morning.
See page 8.
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From The Editor ......

s Autumn starts to creep in and nature closes down
for the winter, our Churches are starting to open up
again, which is very fitting as this month we celebrate
the Harvest. We are able to thank God for his wonderful
creation - our planet Earth, and all it produces for us.
Our 'What's On' page lists all of our Harvest celebrations,
including a series of free talks entitled, ‘Loving God’s
Creation’. Covid restrictions have meant that our annual
'Harvest Supper' will take place, but only as a Quiz Night
and 'Bring your own food' evening. Details of this are
also on the 'What's On' page, which welcomes back
our, (Fortnightly at present), Friday Coffee Bar & Mini
Market, (why not pay it a visit?).
Articles on Climate Change also feature in this issue,
together with items about young people - our Church of
tomorrow. We feature a report on our recent succesful
Children's Activity Morning, and also include a report
from our Academy.
As usual, all this and much more means a packed issue,
one which I do hope you will enjoy reading.
Michael Pitstow
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What's On: October

Heating up?
God's Creation

& Climate Change

Thursday Evening Talks
in St.Giles at 7.30pm.
October: 14th, 21st, 28th.

‘Loving God’s Creation’

Special Sunday Services
October 10th at 10.30am.
ALL AGE

Harvest & Creation
Donations of food will be gratefully accepted, but they
must be non-perishable or in cans

October 17th at 10.30am.

HARVEST and
CREATIONTIDE
Speaker   Steve Hollinghurst

It's
Back!
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Our Online Sunday services are
on our NEW YouTube site at 10.30 am.
Find us now at:www.youtube.com/channel/
UC5wm1rOSqpw40OMfvbAW3mg

Please SUBSCRIBE to this new channel.

This does not involve any financial commitment.

St.Giles' Harvest Supper

Quiz Night

Saturday, October 9th.
Starting at 7.00pm.
Teams of up to 6 allowed.
Create a Team or be
a Team member.
Team Leader to contact
Rev. Peter Nisbeck and
register Team name before
the event (01782 662379)
or email:peternisbeck@hotmail.com
DUE TO COVID PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN
FOOD AND DRINK

Our Friday Coffee Bar
& Mini Market has re-opened.
9am - 12 Noon ALTERNATE
weeks, (Dates on backpage).
Table Waitress Service Only

Countdown
to Closure

I

By Wendy Burke

t is with great sadness that I
have to inform you the St.Giles
branch of Mothers Union will be
closing in the next few weeks.
The last 20 months have been catastrophic
for everyone. During that time, we have lost
several members through ill-health and all
felt the strain of being house-bound for long
periods.

S

Harvest time for YOU

ometimes a law of nature is very similar to a law of the
spirit. Take the whole business of harvest, or ‘sowing
and reaping’. The Bible tells us: “A farmer who plants just a
few seeds will get only a small crop, but if he plants much,
he will reap much.” (2 Cor 9:6)
The most sensitive nerve on our body is the one that runs to
our cheque book! Money represents our time, our security,
and our hard work. It gives us independence and power.
So, when God begins to talk to us about giving more of
our money to Him – sowing it in His service – we can feel
very alarmed.

When I became the Branch Leader, it was
usually for a term of about 5 years. I have
now served for 11 years and feel that it is
time to stand down. After consultations with
the Ministry Team, we have decided that the
Branch has come to a natural end.

The seed a farmer sows in a field may sometimes be lost,
but not the seed that we give to God. What we sow with
regards to our time, gifts and money in service to others God
will make sure we one day reap – in a harvest of spiritual
riches that we can never lose.

Can You Help?

We celebrate the return of the Spitfire
to the Hanley Museum & Art Gallery.

Rev’d Josh thought that it would be nice to
have a ‘slot’ in a Sunday Service to mark the
closure. We hope to hold this in January and
details will be given nearer the time.
To mark the occasion, we would like to make
a display of M.U. photo’s taken over the years.
If you have any and are prepared to lend
them to us, we would be very grateful.
Please put your name on the back, together
with the date taken and brief details of the
occasion. We would also be very grateful for
any appropriate M.U. memorabilia that you
may have.
We would like them for the end of November.
Thank you for your support
and my best wishes
Wendy
●Our thanks to Wendy and Rev.Ann for all
their hard work running our M.U. Branch over
the past 11 years.

T

he heavens ring with Merlin’s roar
We gaze in wonder from the ground
To see a great old aircraft soar
And marvel at the engine’s sound.
The Spitfire loops and rolls and dives
We smile and gasp and clap and cheer;
The pilot shows his skill and strives
To make us think he has no fear!
No fear – but eighty years ago
Young men of barely adult age
Sat in those planes, true courage shown
They flew into the battle’s rage.
They too would loop and roll and dive
Not to impress a watching crowd
But so that Britain might survive –
And hist’ry shows they did us proud!
So many died within those planes
The watchers would with horror see
A blazing trail of smoke and flames
As brave men died to keep us free.
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Too Hot?

Christians &
Climate Change
The Church of England’s National Investing
Bodies (NIBs) recently updated General
Synod on their progress against climate
change measures agreed in July 2018.

T

he Church of England Pensions Board,
Church Commissioners for England and
CCLA, which collectively make up the NIBs, had
agreed with Synod:
-

to work with companies in which we are
invested to meet our climate hurdles,

-

to start to divest in 2020 from companies
that are not taking seriously their
responsibilities to assist with the transition
to a low carbon economy;

-

to ensure that by 2023 they have divested
from fossil fuel companies that are not
prepared to align with the goals of the
Paris Agreement;

-

and to seek and scale up investments
in renewable energy and low carbon
technology.

The NIBs in January 2020 committed to their
investment portfolios being net zero no later
than 2050, in line with the Paris Agreement. As
asset owners and a fund manager with holdings
across all aspects of the global economy,
the NIBs’ journeys to net zero are reliant on
influencing change in the real economy and
policy environment as a whole, rather than
solely implementing carbon-saving measures
themselves.
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With the UN’s climate change conference, COP26,
in Glasgow during November, how should we
approach the challenge of climate change?

W

e have damaged God’s creation: God delights in
His creation: ‘God saw all that He had made, and
it was very good.’ (Genesis 1:31). However, we have
damaged this world and impacted people, created in
His image. The burning of oil or gas and cutting down
forests is increasing the concentration of greenhouse
gases like carbon dioxide that trap heat in the Earth’s
atmosphere. The global average temperature could
increase by 1.5˚C in 2030, resulting in significant
damage to our planet. Already, increasing temperatures
are melting ice caps, raising sea-levels, changing
rainfall patterns and creating extreme climate events.
It’s the 70% of the world’s poorest population who are
being impacted most!
Hope is found in Jesus: He has an intimate knowledge
of the workings of creation. ‘For in Him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things have been created through Him
and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things
hold together.’ (Colossians 1:16,17). Our hope for the
future lies in what Jesus has done and continues to do
in the world. He is the one who sustains creation and
will bring everything to completion.
An invitation to respond: Simple everyday actions can
help to sustain our planet, including recycling of waste,
energy saving and changes in our lifestyle and diet to
help the planet. We can fix our eyes on Jesus, as we
pray for our world for our world leaders, gathering in
Glasgow, asking that they may reach a good agreement
for the future of our world.
Parish Pump

Academy Activities
St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy
As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be
Tel: 01782 91764

www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk

Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon)

School’s back!
All of the children have loved coming back to school this September- the return of some
normality with whole school worship and being able to play with children from other classes
have made it all the better!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
We would love to hear from you if you
would like to become a volunteer and
listen to children read or work with
children in lessons. Your time could make
a real difference.
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“A TIME TO PLANT
AND A TIME TO HARVEST” Ecc 3 v2

M

By Jean Buckley

uddy wellies and broad smiles abounded as a sizable group
of children planted a small olive tree in our well manicured
churchyard. This leafy addition was meant to symbolize a new
beginning in our children and families work following the dreadful
pandemic period we had just endured. With our groups now open,
we are ready to sow the Gospel seeds once more!
The tree was also meant to honour all the children who had
passed through our doors over the years. Indeed, I encouraged
our little gardeners to regularly visit “their” tree and watch it grow
along with them, secure in the knowledge that we are all connected
by our faith like the different branches on the trunk.
This variety of sapling was selected because it is mentioned so
many times in the Bible. Think of Noah’s ark and the anointing of
new kings. Psalm 128 v3 says, “Your children (are) like olive plants
around your table.” The activity also fitted in well with the schools
Harvest theme of caring for the planet and provided another plant
to absorb the cities CO2 emissions.
After Rev Josh’s blessing there were plenty of other activities
to be enjoyed at the Family Fun Morning. Families raced around
a Biblical nature hunt, made a birdfeeder,(see page 9), played
games, sang songs and enjoyed a light snack. We went way over
our allotted time with the children begging to stay.
It was great to reconnect with some of our families and it certainly
felt like we were reaping a welcome harvest after a particularly savage season. The fact that a couple of helpers had brought along
their grandchildren was so encouraging too! At this moment in time
we all need to be farmers. In other words, as we strive to grow
our church back to prepandemic levels, each of us could attempt
to cultivate relationships with non-Christians. Then we can sow
God’s word and ask Him to grow it.
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Let’s pray that after we have played
our part, God blesses this next season
at St Giles with an abundant Harvest
of souls from every generation!
Jean
Special thanks to James, Laurie,
Jill, Marilyn, Dennis, Michael and
Rev Josh for their help.

help the poor and the lepers
of his area. Then one day
a voice which seemed to
come from the crucifix in the
small, semi-derelict church
of Damiano Assisi ‘Go and
repair my house, which you
see is falling down’.

One of the activities
on offer at our recent
Children's Activity Morning
was creating a St. Francis
Bird Feeder.

We celebrate the Feast
Day of St.Francis of
Assisi on October 4th.

S

A saint's love for the
Creation

t. Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely
one of the most attractive and
best-loved of all the saints. But he
began by being anything but a saint.
Born the son of a wealthy clothmerchant of Assisi, Francis’ youth
was spent in fast-living, parties and
on fast horses as a leader of the
young society of the town. Then he
went to the war between Assisi and
Perugia, and was taken prisoner for
a year.
By the time of his release, Francis
had changed. Perhaps his own
suffering had awakened him to that
of others. In any case, he abandoned
warfare and carousing, and began to

This religious experience
was a vital turning point
in Francis’ life: Jesus
Christ became very real
and immediate to him. His
first action was to begin
repairing the church, having
sold some of his father’s
cloth to pay for materials. His father was not amused, in fact he was
furious - until Francis renounced his inheritance and even his clothes by
his dramatic stripping off in the public square of the town. The Bishop of
Assisi provided him with simple garments, and Francis began his new life.
His inspiration was always religious, not social, and the object of his
quest was always the Crucified Christ, not Lady Poverty for her own
sake. Francis rebuilt San Samiano, and then travelled as a pilgrim. His
compassion for the poor and lepers became famous. Soon disciples
joined him, and they set up a communal life in simple wattle and daub
huts. They went on occasional preaching tours. (Not until later did they
become an Order whose theologians won fame in the Universities.)
In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and his illusions about the
Crusaders were shattered. He went on to seek out the Sultan and tried
to convert him. Back home, he found his Order was now 5,000 strong,
and growing. Francis stepped down as head but continued to preach
and was immensely popular. He died after a prolonged illness at the age
of 45 and was canonised in 1228.
Francis’ close rapport with the animal creation was well known. The story
of his preaching to the birds has always been a favourite scene from
his life. He also tamed the wolf of Gubbio. This affinity emphasises his
consideration for, and sense of identity with, all elements of the physical
universe, as seen in his Canticle of the Sun. This makes him an apt
patron of nature conservation.
The 20th century witnessed a widespread revival of interest in Francis.
Sadly, some films and books caricatured him as only a sentimental
nature-lover or a hippie drop out from society. This ignores the real
sternness of his character, and his all-pervasive love of God and
identification with Christ’s sufferings, which alone make sense of his life.
Two ancient, and many modern English churches are dedicated to him.
Parish Pump
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Mary's Meals

A three part series adapted from a true story
		Part 1

M

ary was a young mother with two children, living
in a run-down neighbourhood of New York with
just her mother living close by. Her husband had been
killed in a car crash when her second son was just four.
Like the rest of the family, the eldest son had been an
active member of the local church, and was always
such a loving person. But in his latter teenage years he
changed, started drinking, and one day just walked out.
Despite a desperate search, nothing was heard of him
until a friend told her that he had been sent to prison
for being in possession of drugs and being involved
in a fight and attacking two men with a knife. At least
Mary now knew what had happened to him, but sadly it
was in a town many miles away and she was unable to
afford the fare, or the time, to go and visit him. She felt
very sad about his ‘downfall’, and prayed for his safe
return every night.
The rent for her small apartment had been increased
yet again and Mary found herself unable to afford it. She
was already taking in washing during the day but now
needed a way of finding some extra money. Things were
easier now that her younger child had started school and
so she decided to visit her mother, Rhoda, for advice.
Rhoda suggested that Mary could get an evening job
and that she would look after the youngest child. Mary’s
father had died a few months before of heart disease and
Rhoda was now also having problems paying the rent
and so Mary suggested that her mother should move
in with her, which would help them both.
Rhoda agreed and shortly afterwards she moved in with
Mary and her youngest child, which allowed Mary the
time to look for a job.
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Mary always loved cooking and wanted a job in a
restaurant, but any jobs were very hard to find and she
spent many evenings walking the streets and knocking
on doors, all without success.
One cold November evening, she once again walked the
streets to find a job. On a street corner was a scruffily
dressed man, settling down for the night in a cardboard
box, in an empty shop doorway. He was dressed in very
little clothing and was shaking with cold. The sight of
this poor man reminded her of her much loved son and
so she approached him. At first he shouted at her to go
away, but as she got closer he went quiet. She wasn’t
sure what came over her, but she sat down beside him.
After a few minutes he asked her name and about her
family. As she talked, memories of her ‘chats’ with her
'lost ' son flooded back. She told him of her need for work
to help to pay for food and the families apartment, and
her wish to become a chef. She tried to ask him some
questions, but he wouldn’t tell her anything.
Mary hadn’t much, but she found a few coins in her
pocket which she gave to him. He smiled - “Thank you
so much, I think I can help you", he told her. “Walk along
to the next block and you’ll see the “Easy Diner” on the
left. Go inside and tell them that ‘Old Jack’ sent you for
a job." His eyes closed, and he fell into a deep sleep.
It was almost 'Thanksgiving Day' and Mary urgently
needed a job to earn some money to cook a special
celebration meal for her family, but she was unsure
about what he had told her, as she knew that it was a
bad area for women to walk in alone.
Continues next month

The Good Shepherd
by Judith Thompson

Part 7

Off to the Peaks...

Forty six years in the meat trade and forty years in
qualified nursing, combined:- for what? My husband had
retired early and I was part time at a nursing residential
home for the elderly, due to retire in the near future. So
when the opportunity came up to buy piece of land in
the Derbyshire Peak District, we could see no difficulties.
We then bought 64 swaledale Ewes and two tups as
we were told that sheep didn't need much looking after.
How naive and green we were.....

T

he third or fourth week of January is a time we have
the ewes scanned. When I first heard that this was
possible and necessary I really thought it was a waste
of time and money, but over the years, it has certainly
been a great help. Not only do we have a guide when
lambing, but before this it is essential to the dietary
needs of the ewes. If the whole flock were fed in the
later stages of pregnancy the singles might be too big
for an easy birth, and also it is unnecessary to treat for
twin lamb disease those who only have one, so towards
the end of February the singles are separated from the
flock and not cornered. The singles will be marked
with a green spot between the shoulders, twins with a
red spot, triplets a blue stripe from side to side, the way
they were identified changed from year to year while
the stock are in for scanning we administer to each
ewe and tup a copper bullet. Our pasture is very low
in this mineral, so a small amount is introduced via an
applicator into the oesophagus, in the form of a slow
release tablet. Sheep are notorious for foot problems,
so much of our time is taken up in pedicures, clipping,
filing and spraying where necessary. You can imagine
how uncomfortable it can get if the land is wet, feet are
sore, and the weight within the ewe is increasing daily.
Especially if triplets are expected. It is unwise to turn the
sheep over onto their backs for treatment later than this
because of the danger of twisting the cords of the lambs
In utero, resulting in the abortion of the lamb or lambs.
The second week of March and the ewes and tups are

wormed with a douche to prevent parasitic infections,
and again checked for infected milk bags and growths,
which will prevent the ewes from feeding lambs, later
on. We have also in the past had ewes with a prolapsed
uterus when a boomerang type appliance is used to
correct this complaint. My nursing training is always of
use :- prevention is better than cure.
By February the grass is getting a bit sparse, and mums
are needing an increase of minerals just as pregnant
humans supplement with vitamins and iron, so ours are
given magnesium sulphate lick buckets, hay, sugar beet,
corn pellets etc, at different stages. Not all the ewes will
take advantage of these, and we can still have difficulties
when later pregnancy arrives but at least they were
offered. It is quite an experience to feed the stock, you
have to be quick, and very heavy, or forewarned. The
first time we did it, it was like a stampede. Eight corn
trays were in the field in a forty yard horse shoe area.
The idea was to fill the trays one at a time.
By this time we had one hundred sheep, they crowded
in on you heads in the two buckets I was carrying, eight
were probably getting very well fed, the others were
pushing and fighting to get in. I was frightened I weigh
about nine stone and was in real danger of losing my
balance and getting trampled under foot, and believe you
me there were lots of feet to do the job. New strategy
was called for, beat them at their own game, this is no
easy task, they are very intelligent animals, not at all
stupid, especially where food is concerned, they can
hear a rustle of a polythene bag fields away, if they see
you with a yellow bag then they start moving to the gate.
Mid afternoon was feeding time and from 1pm onwards
there would be watchers at the gate. They were ever
ready, they would even make a move if a yellow car came
down the road, or worse still if a walker was wearing
yellow clothes. They started through the gate at a steady
slow pace by the time they had reached the far side of the
field and twenty or thirty sheep after them it was a quick
dash. The answer to the feed problem was distraction,
I would go up and down the road and shake an empty
yellow corn bag over the wall, and when they were all
gathered, Tom would go through the gate with the corn
in eight separate bags with the correct amounts for each
corn tray in a wheelbarrow and quickly fill the trays, this
had to be done rapidly, because immediately the pellets
hit the metal trays the game was up, they all turned on
block and then moved out in a rapidly running frenzy.
This series will continue in the New Year.
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Harvest Take-a-Break
Harvest Wordsearch

O

ctober brings us Harvest Thanksgiving, when we thank God for
all the bounty of Creation. If you ever doubt God’s generosity
towards us, just stroll down the aisles of your local supermarket: they
are groaning with food of a vast variety, of every colour, texture and
taste that you can imagine. Our God is a hedonist when it comes to
food - He could have provided just a few basic edible things for us to
eat; instead, the choice seems endless. But in the midst of all this
bounty, take time to remember all the millions of people worldwide who
are starving this month, desperate for any kind of food. Before God in
prayer, decide how much you can give this month to one of the many
charities who are trying to help people in need, and be generous.

Smile-A-While

Medium Sudoku

October
Harvest
Thanksgiving
bounty
God
creation
generosity
supermarket
food
vast
variety

edible
choice
endless
millions
starving
pray
give
charities
eat
help
desperate

Answers on page 14
Newsletter Bloopers

John brought in his donations
for the Harvest Festival.

◆Our Harvest Party will be an evening of fine dining, superb
entertainment, and gracious hostility.
◆Our Harvest Supper will have Prayer and medication to follow.

Newcastle News

Castle House tel: 01782 717717
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news
●FREE - Free parking from 9am to 1pm will start
on October 1st and run throughout the Christmas
period and end on January 5th, 2022 at Newcastle’s
Midway car park, alongside the popular ‘£1 after 1pm’
incentive scheme.
●KEELE - The Univerity has agreed to take an extra
15 medicine students this year after record A-level
results placed huge pressure on places.
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●LOYALTY CARD - A new loyalty card has being unveiled
by Jubilee2 to help boost footfall in Newcastle-under-Lyme
town centre. The 'Love Local' scheme enables direct debit
and annual members – as well as customers who pay for
swimming lessons – to access advertised deals, promotions
and discounts from a range of retailers in the town. The new
loyalty card is now available from reception at Jubilee2.
●GREENER GAS - As part of an 18-month trial, hydrogen
was added into a private natural gas network serving
several homes and 30 faculty buildings at Keele University.
Residents of the homes selected, used the new blend
without having to make changes to their existing appliances.

St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS

Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)
All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.
Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day

Time

Event / Meeting

Termtime
only

Information / Contact

Sunday
Sunday

St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
4.00pm - 6.00pm** Staffordshire Show Choir
**Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Academy
See Memo & noticeboards for dates
Sunday
7.00pm - 9.00pm** Staffordshire Show Choir
**Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Monday
9.45am
Little Fishes
Jeanbuckley456@gmail.com
✔
Mother & Toddler group
Mob Tel: 07999542229
Monday
1.30pm - 3.00pm
Staffs Ladies Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Monday
6.00pm - 9.00pm
Rainbows & Guides
Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
✔
Monday
Monthly 7.30pm
Church Council
Rev Josh - Zoom at present
Tuesday 12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Tuesday
6.00pm-8.00pm
Brownies
Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
✔
Wednesday
No start date
Penny Richards (01782) 711631.
✔
Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group
Wednesday 1.10pm - 1.45pm
Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Oasis Communion Service
Wednesday
No start date
Church Choir
Rev. Peter Nisbeck (01782) 662379
Thursday
10.00am - 12pm
Keep Fit Class
Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
Thursday 1.30pm - 4.00pm
St.Thomas' Church open
Please check: (01782) 614847
Thursday 6.00pm - 7.15pm
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Fortnightly**
**See Memo & noticeboards for dates
Staffordshire Show
Thursday 7.30pm - 9.00pm
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Junior & Youth Choirs.
Fortnightly**
**See Memo & noticeboards for dates
Friday
Fortnightly**
Church open
Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
Friday
Coffee Bar
**See Calendar page & Memo for details
9.00am - Noon
Friday
Mini Market
Pat Lovatt - See above.
Friday
10.45am Fortnightly
Chapel Prayers
Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Friday
7.00pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Friday
7.30pm &
Bell-Ringing
John Maddison (01782) 853169
Sunday
10.30am
St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton
David Powell (01782) 714060
Any Saturday/Extra events and services are listed on the back page of this issue.
For any additions/changes - please contact the Editor
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October Calendars
1st Friday 9-12 Coffee Bar & Mini Market.
		(Every TWO weeks)
3rd TRINITY 18
10.30 am Holy Communion
4th Monday
9.00 am – 12.00 pm School Environment and Faith
6th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
7th Thursday
1.00 pm – 3.00 pm School Environment and Faith
9th Saturday 7.00 pm Harvest Quiz Night
(Bring own food & drink)

Our Online Sunday services will continue
on our NEW YouTube site at 10.30 am.
Find us now at:www.youtube.com/channel/UC5wm1rOSqpw40OMfvbAW3mg
October 31st 4TH BEFORE ADVENT
Parish News available
CLOCKS GO BACK
ALL SAINTS TIDE
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
Celebrating All Saints

St.Thomas Butterton
3rd Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion

10th TRINITY 19
ALL-AGE HARVEST and CREATION
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am All Age Worship
12.30 pm   Baptism

10th Sunday: HARVEST and CREATION
10.30 am Holy Communion

11th Monday 2.30 pm Service at Rowan Court

31st Sunday ALL SAINTS TIDE
10.30 am Holy Communion

13th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
2.00 pm ‘Glow’ School and families Worship (monthly)
14th Thursday 7.30 pm Talk ‘Loving God’s Creation’

17th Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion
24th Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion

Take-a-Break Answers

15th Friday 9-12 Coffee Bar & Mini Market
17th TRINITY 20
HARVEST and CREATIONTIDE
10.30 am Holy Communion Spkr: Steve Hollinghurst
19th Tuesday Closing date for Parish News items.
20th Wednesday 1.10 pm   Oasis Holy Communion
21st Thursday 7.30 pm ‘Loving God’s Creation’
24th LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Mayor’s Service - All Welcome!
12.30 pm Holy Baptism
27th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
28th Thursday 7.30 pm ‘Loving God’s Creation’
29th Friday 9-12 Coffee Bar & Mini Market

St.Giles October continued in next column
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See Page 4
NOVEMBER's PARISH NEWS
Please email all items to
the Editor: pitstowm@aol.com
Closing date: Tuesday, Oct.19th.

