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Our Reader
John Maddison
writes....
‘Freedom Day’ has come and gone and we
are still conscious of our responsibilities as
good citizens to continue being cautious. It’s
a strange concept for a Christian as we’re
expected to be adventurous rather than cautious, to take risks in inviting people to get
to know Christ, rather than to hide our belief
behind a mask.
But what if the biggest risk we face is losing
our own faith in God?
The bible reading notes I use have recently
been spending some time with the book of Job.
It’s certainly not one of my favourite books in
the bible. But one can’t just focus on the passages you like or which are less challenging.
It certainly seemed as though Job risked
losing his faith in God.
Job was a prosperous farmer living in the land
of Uz, probably located northeast of Palestine,
near desert land between Damascus and the
Euphrates River.
Although the date that the book was written
is unknown, it records events that probably
occurred during the time of the patriarchs,
approximately 2000-1800 B.C.
Job had thousands of sheep, camels, and
other livestock, a large family, and many servants. Suddenly Satan, the accuser, came
before God claiming that Job was trusting God
only because he was wealthy and everything
was going well for him. And so the testing of
Job’s faith began.
In a short time Job lost his children, his riches
and his health, yet he still said, “May the name
of the Lord be praised.”
In the section we studied even his friends
were telling him how foolish he was to keep
on believing in God.
Perhaps that’s sometimes our experience.
Friends will question why one goes to church
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or listens to on-line services.
Some of you may know that earlier this year my eyesight
deteriorated and this has definitely limited the types of
things I can undertake with confidence.
That, coupled with other health factors, could have
caused me to not only say, “why me, what have I done to
deserve this?” but also to question my continuing belief in
the goodness of God.
Unlike Job, however, my friends and relatives have been
particularly supportive, and despite the continuing problems
that affect much of the health service, I have received admirable help from the various parts of the NHS I’ve been
obliged to use.
I wonder what challenges you have faced over the past
couple of years?
For many, the trials and tribulations of that time have
been almost too much to bear. For others, it may have
been a time to step back and appreciate anew what a
great God we serve.
We could do worse than to learn from Job to recognise
and not fear Satan’s attacks, because Satan cannot
exceed the limits that God sets.
To learn that we mustn’t let any experience drive a wedge
between us and God. To remember that although we can’t
control how Satan may attack us, we can always choose
how we will respond if and when it happens.
I found it quite searching to spend time with Job, asking
myself how I would react if similar disasters came to me.
It seemed quite a relief to move on to the comparatively
ordinary issues facing the early church in Paul’s first letter
to the Corinthians that’s the current study.
I hope and pray that you’re also able to take the opportunity to use the bible to draw nearer to God in these difficult
times. I do hope so.
God bless.

W

John A Maddison

From The Editor ......

elcome to our September issue which includes an
article giving some thoughts on our "Giving in Grace"
campaign as well as the return of a 'What's On" column.
Thanks to a very large government grant, the Civic
Offices and Ryecroft area of Newcastle is about to be
re-developed and our extended 'Newcastle News' section
gives all the details of what's planned for the site.
Once again, a full issue for you to enjoy.

M.Pitstow
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Our Congratulations to Vera Billington on becoming
the proud Great Grandmother to Benjamin.

What's On: September

St Giles Horticulture Event
Our Churchyard - Your Garden
Gardening advice for both!

Kathryn Robey from the Dorothy Clive Garden has
agreed to come to St Giles and give a talk.
The event will also include a tour of our churchyard gardens
and following (we hope), a short break for refreshments,
Kathryn will take part in a Question & Answer session so bring that horticultural question along.

on Saturday 25th September 2021,
10:00am - 12:00 noon.
Price £5 (Green Team members free)

Please book with Penny as numbers are strictly limited.

Also in September

St Giles Headstones
and Memorials Survey
On Fridays from 17th September (10am
- 2pm) we hope to begin to survey the
headstones and memorials in the Church
and Churchyard to complete the work
started during the ‘Mound Scheme’. We
would really appricate your help - even if
it's only for a short time.

Learning Lessons - see page 4

St.Thomas' Butterton
Family Fun Run/walk

Sunday 19th September at 3pm.
See page 5 for details

What's On: October

◆Our Harvest services will be at
10.30am on 10th October at both churches,
looking at Climate change and creation.
◆The Mayor’s Sunday service in
St.Giles will be at 10.30am on 24th October.

Weekly

Would you like to improve your
mental and physical heath?
Learn how to strengthen bones and
muscles, so reducing your risk of falls;
and help to maintain a healthy heart?
Then join our friendly group weekly
each month on a
Thursday morning 10am -12 noon.
Classes held in St.Giles Church Hall.
Charge £3 includes light refreshments.

Contact:-

Elaine Millward 749984 or Pat Lovatt 619262
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Learning lessons from a
churchyard or graveyard
Parish Pump contributor Revd Peter Crumpler is
associate minister at St Paul’s Church, Fleetville,
St Albans, and he found that a recent walk in a
churchyard was more interesting than he expected.

I

f you’re looking for a quiet oasis away from the bustle
and business of everyday life, there’s a place where
nature, heritage and the life histories of hundreds of local
people are on peaceful display.
Take a walk in your local cemetery or churchyard
The chances are it’s a place where nature abounds,
where socially-distant peace can be found, and you can
meditate on the deeper issues of life.
It’s true that graveyards or churchyards seldom feature
in most people’s favourite places to visit. Many find them
morbid, reminding them of their own mortality.
Or they can prompt memories of loved ones no longer
with us, and the sadness overcomes the happy
memories of the life shared together. Others simply rush
past churchyards or graveyards, without even noticing
that they are there.
But walk among the gravestones, read the inscriptions
and you find the stories of people’s lives.
Samuel Ryder, the Hertfordshire seed merchant
who devised the United States v Europe Ryder Cup
golf tournament, is buried in the cemetery opposite
the church where I minister. When I visited recently,
someone had left golf balls on his grave.
In the same cemetery, there are more than 200 plain
white graves of local and Commonwealth service people
who died during the two world wars, and a memorial to
the many local soldiers who died in the First World War.
To wander around any churchyard, cemetery or
graveyard, is to enter into the lives of generations of
families. To see the grave of the still-born baby close
to the child who died in infancy, both near to the
grandmother who died in her nineties. The husband and
wife who died within months of each other, are alongside
the wife who outlived her spouse by decades.
I’m always struck by how people are described. Most
are defined by their family relationships – beloved
grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, wife, husband,
son or daughter.
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Join
our
Churchyard
Survey

St Giles
Headstones
and Memorials Survey

On Fridays from 17th September
(10am - 2pm) we hope to begin
to survey the headstones and
memorials in the Church and
Churchyard to complete the work
started during the ‘Mound Scheme’.
We hope to get all of the survey
work onto the Internet by the end
of the year. If you are interested in
taking part in this work please get
in touch with Penny Richards
at  office.stgilesnewcastle@gmail.
com or Laurie Bailey at lvbailey@
hotmail.co.uk. - Thank you!’
This is an Item in the St Giles
Churchyard Management Plan for
2022 brought forward to 2021.

Others are described by their roles in life – actress, golf
professional or for the war graves, by their ranks. How
long, I wonder, had the young men and women been
in uniform before meeting their deaths – and being
remembered ever after as soldiers? In some cases, it
may have been just a few months.
What, I find myself asking, would I like to have written
on my gravestone? How would each of us like to be
remembered? How can long lives be summed up in the
few words you can fit on a gravestone?
And what is it that we are doing in life that will be of
lasting value? Churchyards and cemeteries are places
that can make you consider your own life and think about
what is important in it.
Many Christian funerals begin with the words of Jesus
Christ, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’
It is a promise I hold to as I walk the paths around the
gravestones. What do you know about your Churchyard?

S

The Butterton Bulletin

t Thomas was blessed with fantastic weather for the cream tea
afternoon on Sunday 18th July. This was one of a series of events
planned with the local community in mind making use of our only venue
in the village of Butterton, St Thomas church. It was well-supported by
both the local people, family and friends – although they”pingdemic”
did mean there were some apologies due to self-isolation! I think
everyone enjoyed the scones, jam and cream and also a chance
to have a good chat. It was good to see some members of St Giles’
congregation visiting as the interaction between both churches is so
important.
As always without the hard work of the band of helpers events would
never get off the ground so thanks to everyone involved both on the
day and at the planning stages, shopping and baking. It would not
have been possible without borrowing and transporting tables from St
Giles- folding tables and chairs are something St Thomas desperately
need so if anybody knows of any looking for a new home please
contact us (suetaylor59@hotmail.com). A profit of £256 was made.

Our next event is planned for
Sunday 19th September at 3pm.
This is a Family fun run/walk and
a selection of outdoor games/activities as well as refreshments. There
will also be a bring and buy stall. The
fun run will start and finish at the
church and games will be around
the grounds. Admission £2 adults,
£1 children which includes fun run
entry and medal and games.
If you wish to join us, please just
turn up and you can register on
the day. Isn’t too long and none is
on public roads. Parking will be the
biggest difficulty and so if you can
car share that would help. Church
lane will be closed just prior to and
during the run.

S.Taylor
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O
T

he Bible is well aware that our giving meets real
needs. The Old Testament tithe helped to look after
the priest, the widow, the orphan (Deut. 14:22-29). A rich
ruler is told to give his wealth to the poor (Mark 10:17-29)
and Jesus tells us to do the same (Luke 12:33). Paul
made an apostolic commitment to help the poor in the
church at Jerusalem.

Giving to a need or needing to give?

Christians don’t just give to a need, we need to give.
Why? Because our giving is the overflow of God’s gift to
us in Jesus: ‘you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became
poor, so that you through his poverty might become
rich’ (2 Cor. 8:9). Paul is so sure about this that in two
chapters about making a financial gift not once does he
use the normal Greek word for ‘money’ but combinations
of 15 other words, the most frequent of which is charis,
grace. Paul does not tell us about how much money the
church in Macedonia gave to Jerusalem but about the
grace that was given to them. And that is the heart of
giving for Christians.

Remembrance

So giving is one way in which we remember that what
we have actually belongs to God and is entrusted to our
care. Now part of that remembering is the practice of
gratitude for what we have. As a lovely French proverb
says, 'gratitude is the heart’s memory', and each time we
give, we remember that what we keep and all we have
is a gift from God. The point of the first fruits and of the
OT tithe is to remind us of the true owner and giver of all
things. But if giving is to help us remember the Giver, then
what we give must be serious, generous and meaningful
because we cannot give to God that which costs us
nothing (2 Sam. 24:24). There is no place for casual,
thoughtless, small-gift giving. Giving that expresses
gratitude and reminds us that all we have is a gift from
God must, the bible says, be a priority for us and a gift
in proportion to what God has given to us (Deut. 16:17;
1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7).
Jesus said, ‘for where you treasure is there your heart will
be also’ (Matt. 6:21). What we do with our money reveals
our hearts but generous giving can also release our
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ur parish is holding a 'Giving in Grace'
campaign to help to raise much needed
funds following the pandemic. Special
sermons will be given during the month at
Communion services. If you have not received
any information from us about it, and would
be interested in supporting the parish, please
contact our Parish Administrator:
Email: office.stgilesnewcastle@gmail.com
or phone: 07592 035386

hearts from the gravitational pull of wealth. Giving builds
resistance to the relentless creep of consumerism while
enjoying God’s gifts with contentment and gratitude.
Generosity is a discipleship decision that refuses to put
money at the centre of our lives.

Worship and faith

In Deuteronomy 26, a farmer makes his gift in the
place of worship then speaks of what God has done
for him and for Israel. Giving is more than a personal
commitment. Giving is a shared act of worship because
we travel together as God’s people. What we give
speaks about what has been given to us. It is no accident
that, each Sunday, directly on the plate or indirectly
through the bank, we make our gifts together in worship
as the saving grace of God is celebrated.

Planned Giving

There are several types of planned giving. Most familiar
perhaps is the weekly giving envelope but standing
orders and, increasingly, direct debits are also ways
to plan our giving. Charitable giving accounts from
Stewardship and elsewhere offer rich benefits to givers
while payroll giving is still possible, though used by just
3% of donors. Whatever the preferred method, planned
giving means thinking about what we want to give and
then making our gift on a regular basis. One of the
advantages of planned giving is to make it easier for
people to give.
In the UK church, the indicative research in Giving
Insight shows that among the top 20% of givers threequarters give by standing order. By contrast, among
the lowest givers, nearly half (44%) make their gift by
cash on the offering plate. In the Church of England
the average weekly gift by standing order at £16.49 (all
churches £16.46) is twice the average weekly envelope
gift of £8.40 (all £9.50), which is higher than plate giving
at 5.46 (all £7.62).
Thanks to 'Givingingrace.org'

The Good Shepherd
by Judith Thompson

Part 6

Off to the Peaks...

Forty six years in the meat trade and forty years in
qualified nursing, combined:- for what? My husband had
retired early and I was part time at a nursing residential
home for the elderly, due to retire in the near future. So
when the opportunity came up to buy piece of land in
the Derbyshire Peak District, we could see no difficulties.
We then bought 64 swaledale Ewes and two tups as
we were told that sheep didn't need much looking after.
How naive and green we were.....

T

he third or fourth week of January is a time we have
the ewes scanned. When I first heard that this was
possible and necessary I really thought it was a waste
of time and money, but over the years, it has certainly
been a great help. Not only do we have a guide when
lambing, but before this it is essential to the dietary
needs of the ewes. If the whole flock were fed in the
later stages of pregnancy the singles might be too big
for an easy birth, and also it is unnecessary to treat for
twin lamb disease those who only have one, so towards
the end of February the singles are separated from the
flock and not cornered. The singles will be marked with
a green spot between the shoulders, twins with a red
spot, triplets a blue stripe from side to side, the way
they were identified changed from year to year while
the stock are in for scanning we administer to each
ewe and tup a copper bullet. Our pasture is very low
in this mineral, so a small amount is introduced via an
applicator into the oesophagus, in the form of a slow
release tablet. Sheep are notorious for foot problems,
so much of our time is taken up in pedicures, clipping,
filing and spraying where necessary. You can imagine
how uncomfortable it can get if the land is wet, feet are
sore, and the weight within the ewe is increasing daily.
Especially if triplets are expected. It is unwise to turn the
sheep over onto their backs for treatment later than this
because of the danger of twisting the cords of the lambs
In utero, resulting in the abortion of the lamb or lambs.

The second week of March and the ewes and tups are
wormed with a douche to prevent parasitic infections,
and again checked for infected milk bags and growths,
which will prevent the ewes from feeding lambs, later
on. We have also in the past had ewes with a prolapsed
uterus when a boomerang type appliance is used to
correct this complaint. My nursing training is always of
use :- prevention is better than cure.
By February the grass is getting a bit sparse, and mums
are needing an increase of minerals just as pregnant
humans supplement with vitamins and iron, so ours are
given magnesium sulphate lick buckets, hay, sugar beet,
corn pellets etc, at different stages. Not all the ewes will
take advantage of these, and we can still have difficulties
when later pregnancy arrives but at least they were
offered. It is quite an experience to feed the stock, you
have to be quick, and very heavy, or forewarned. The
first time we did it, it was like a stampede. Eight corn
trays were in the field in a forty yard horse shoe area.
The idea was to fill the trays one at a time.
By this time we had one hundred sheep, they crowded
in on you heads in the two buckets I was carrying, eight
were probably getting very well fed, the others were
pushing and fighting to get in. I was frightened I weigh
about nine stone and was in real danger of losing my
balance and getting trampled under foot, and believe you
me there were lots of feet to do the job. New strategy
was called for, beat them at their own game, this is no
easy task, they are very intelligent animals, not at all
stupid, especially where food is concerned, they can
hear a rustle of a polythene bag fields away, if they
see you with a yellow bag then they start moving to the
gate. Mid afternoon was feeding time and from 1pm
onwards there would be watchers at the gate. They were
ever ready, they would even make a move if a yellow
car came down the road, or worse still if a walker was
wearing yellow clothes. They started through the gate
at a steady slow pace by the time they had reached the
Continued on the next page...
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Smile-A-While

Take-a-Break

The new Church cleaners were
ready for action!

The Good Shepherd
continued...

far side of the field and twenty or thirty
sheep after them it was a quick dash.
The answer to the feed problem was
distraction, I would go up and down
the road and shake an empty yellow
corn bag over the wall, and when
they were all gathered, Tom would
go through the gate with the corn in
eight separate bags with the correct
amounts for each corn tray in a
wheelbarrow and quickly fill the trays,
this had to be done rapidly, because
immediately the pellets hit the metal
trays the game was up, they all turned
on block and then moved out in a
rapidly running frenzy.
It was important to watch and see that
they all had a share, towards the end
of pregnancy one or two expecting
triplets weren’t as quick, so after the
others had reached the trays these
were singled out for special attention.
“Is this the way the Lord sees our
needs. Done without ceremony,
quietly”.
This series continues next month.
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Medium Sudoku

Answer on page 14

◆All those who are scared about
the future of their own country.
◆ All those worried about the
future of their places of work and
places of worship.
◆ All those who are on holiday.
◆All those waiting for operations
or treatment.

Newcastle News

Castle House tel: 01782 717717
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

Ryecroft area redevelopment

T

Demolition of former
Civic Offices begins

he demolition of the former Civic Offices in
Newcastle has begun. Newcastle-under-Lyme
Borough Council has contracted Willmott Dixon to
carry out the extensive work, which commenced early
in August, and is expected to be completed by midJune 2022.
The demolition will be the first move in radical changes
to Newcastle’s townscape, funded by the Future High
Street Fund (FHSF), which will see over £11million
being invested in Newcastle over the next three years
for town centre regeneration.
Aspirational plans, submitted to the government in
a successful FHSF bid, include employment and
residential new-build, a new multi-storey car park, new
open plazas and public space and better pedestrian
and cycle connections to the residential areas at the
North of the town centre.
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Ryecroft area redevelopment - 2

With thanks to the Newcastle Borough website
and other providers for these pages.
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Ryecroft area redevelopment - 3

Page 11

Ryecroft area redevelopment - 4

Newcastle News in brief....
● On August 13th, Newcastle council served a nuisance
abatement notice on Walleys Quarry Ltd. The operator
has been given a five-month deadline to stop the stench
or it could be hauled before the courts and fined. It is
understood that the statutory notice doesn’t specify what
steps should be taken to address the concerns, but it calls
on the operator to meet the conditions of its permit for the
site. Any breach of the notice would be a criminal matter
and could lead to court action.

●The Thistleberry Hotel has won approval to erect
two timber pergolas.
●Newcastle College is planning a £4.5m campus
revamp including a new Sports hall after applying for
a slice of £83m Government funding.
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●Due to an 'unprecedented demand', The Alice Charity
founders, Stephen Talbot and Emily Petts have purchased
the former Newcastle Methodist Church and Assembly
rooms in Merrial Street. To learn about the work of the
Alice Charity, go online to www.alicecharity.com .
●A Birmingham based company have applied to turn the
first and second floors of The Old Lace Gentlemen's club
at Nelson Place into three one-bedroom apartments. The
new owners have said that the 'Club' will not reopen.

St.Giles Church, Church Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1QS

Regular Activities (in St.Giles’ unless otherwise specified)
All our regular activities are open to newcomers - either telephone the leaders
or just turn up on the day and make yourself known.
Please could people be mindful of these activities and plan any work in taking care of our church
and it's grounds so as not to clash with them. All activities are subject to the current Covid
regulations. Please contact Penny Richards (07592 035386) for further booking details.

Day
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday

Time

Event / Meeting

Termtime
only

Information / Contact

St.Giles/St.Thomas's Services are listed on the back page of this issue
4.00pm - 6.00pm Staffordshire Show Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Fortnightly
Academy
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
7.00pm - 9.00pm Staffordshire Show Choir
Little Fishes
Jeanbuckley456@gmail.com
✔
From September 13th.
Mother & Toddler group
Mob Tel: 07999542229
9.45am
1.30pm - 3.00pm
Staffs Ladies Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
6.00pm - 9.00pm
Rainbows & Guides
Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
✔
Monthly 7.30pm
Church Council
Rev Josh - Zoom at present
12.30pm - 1.45pm Staffs Comm. Daytime Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
6.00pm-8.00pm
Brownies
Trudy Reale (01782) 631904
✔
No start date
Penny Richards (01782) 711631.
✔
Rainbow
Mother & Toddler group
1.10pm - 1.45pm
Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
Oasis Communion Service
No start date
Mothers Union
Wendy Burke (01782) 621430
No start date
Church Choir
Aidan Goldstraw (01782) 326371
10.00am - 12pm
Keep Fit Class
Elaine Millward (01782) 749984
1.30pm - 4.00pm
St.Thomas' Church open
Please check: (01782) 614847
6.00pm - 7.15pm
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Fortnightly
Staffordshire Show
7.30pm - 9.00pm
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312
Junior & Youth Choirs.
Fortnightly
No start date
Church open
Rev Josh Penduck (01782) 620322
"
Coffee Bar
"
Mini Market
2nd,4th & 5th Friday's.
"
Chapel Prayers
Rev. Ann Taylor (01782) 660174
7.00pm - 8.30pm Staffs Community Choir
Tracy Mellor 0754 4511312

Friday
7.30pm &
Bell-Ringing
John Maddison (01782) 853169
Sunday
10.30am
St.Giles/St.Margaret's Wolstanton
David Powell (01782) 714060
Any Saturday/Extra events and services are listed on the back page of this issue.
For any additions/changes - please contact the Editor
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September Calendars

Online Sunday services will continue
on YouTube at 10.30 am

Saint Giles
1st Wednesday Feast of St Giles
10.00 am - 11.00 am Childrens' Activity morning
(Pre-booked with Penny by August 27th)

1.10pm Oasis Holy Communion
5Th TRINITY 14
10.30 am Holy Communion

Saint Thomas,
Butterton

5th 10.30 am   Holy Communion (CW)

8th Wednesday St Mary 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Com.

12th 10.30 am   Holy Communion (CW)

12Th TRINITY 15
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am All Age Worship (Back to school)

19th 10.30 am   Holy Communion (CW)
3.00 pm Family Fun Run / Walk
See page 5

13th Monday 9.45am Weekly Little Fishes restarts

26th 10.30 am   Holy Communion (CW)

15th Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
17th Friday 10.00am - 2.00pm
The start of the Headstones & Memorials survey
Your Help welcomed! - See page 4

Take-a-Break Answers

18th Saturday Wedding
19TH TRINITY 16
10.30 am Holy Communion
3.00 pm Battle of Britain Service
22nd Wednesday 1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
24th Friday 10.00am - 2.00pm
Headstones & Memorials survey - week 2
25th Saturday 10.00am - 12 Noon

St Giles Horticulture Event

£5 - see page 3. (Book with Penny)
26th TRINITY 17
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
12.30 pm Holy Baptism
29 Wednesday St Michael and All Angels
1.10 pm Oasis Holy Communion
th

1st October Friday 10.00am - 2.00pm
Headstones & Memorials survey - week 3
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Don't Forget -

10.30am October 10th.
Celebrate with us!

OCTOBER's PARISH NEWS
Please email all items to
the Editor: pitstowm@aol.com
Closing date: Tuesday, Sept.14th.

