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The Rev Peter
Nisbeck writes...
May – the month of
Ascension and Pentecost
“..they worshipped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy”

T

hese words are written in St Luke’s Gospel
and describe the effect of the Ascension of
Jesus on the disciples who had gathered with
him to bid Him farewell after His time on Earth.
What are we to make of the accounts of Jesus’s Ascension? Are they reliable and what
does the Ascension signify/
What we have to remember is that the Bible
accounts are works of faith and not necessarily
historical descriptions of actual events. What
is clear is that Jesus knew that His mission
was completed on earth and that God had
been glorified by His Resurrection.
St Matthew’s Gospel does not have an account of the Ascension of Christ but it does have
a clear commission for His followers – “Go and
make disciples of all nations, baptising them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit……and remember I am with
you always.”
What a transformation the little community of
Jesus had gone through since his Crucifixion.
They had been a scared, disappointed little
group keeping themselves to themselves, hidden away. The Resurrection of Jesus changed
all that.
Perhaps the disciples learned more during
their weeks with the risen Christ than they did
during the years of His earthly ministry, for
when Jesus disappeared for good they were
no longer the shrivelled, terrified human beings
that they had been after his execution. Even
before the day of Pentecost and the coming
of the Holy Spirit, Peter, the disciple who had
denied that he ever knew Jesus was boldly
and openly preaching the Gospel.
The risen Christ had transformed the lives of
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the disciples. Terror and anguish were replaced by prayerfulness, enthusiasm and confidence as they realised that
a new dimension of life continues after death.
As we emerge form months of uncertainty and anxiety
and begin to pick up our lives again the example of the followers of Jesus can inspire us. We are coming together in
worship and (God willing) our normal community activities
and groups will be able to resume.
There will be challenges for our churches of St Giles and
St Thomas and for the wider Church and as we face the
future we will have to get used to doing things in different
ways but we, too, must face the future with prayerfulness,
enthusiasm and confidence.
Christ gave us the promise of the Holy Spirit - this is the
gift of Pentecost and if we rely on the Spirit to lead us we
can face the future with confidence and hope praising God
and welcoming all.
With love from Peter

HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
Born 10th June 1921 - Died 9th April 2021

‘A very sad time for our country’

On the day of his death at Windsor Castle, Newcastle
borough mayor John Cooper said: “This is a very
sad time for our country and our Royal Family – and
we send our deepest condolences to Her Majesty the
Queen on the loss of her beloved husband and consort.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury led tributes from faith
leaders to the Duke of Edinburgh, describing him as
an, “outstanding example of Christian service”.
The borough’s flags were flown at half-mast and
St.Giles' was opened specially for those wishing to
remember him. A Two Minute Silence was observed
at the start of the Sunday Services on April 11th.
St.Giles' was also open for prayer on the day of his
funeral at Windsor.
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Two New Projects for St Giles

wo linked projects are about to start at St Giles as part
of the Five-Year Churchyard Management Plan funded
by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
The first is the ‘Headstone Strategy’ to accurately record
all the Headstones and Grave Markers in the Church and
Churchyard and the second is to explore Genealogy with
the use of DNA.
If you are interested - please contact Reverend Josh.
L.Bailey

F

rom the Editor - Just a few brief lines to tell
you about our 14 page May issue. The index
opposite shows you that it is packed with items
that I hope you will enjoy reading.
As life returns closer to 'normal', so does Parish
News, as the 'Calendar' page returns to the back
page, making all of it's important information
easier to find.
Michael Pitstow

Over to You!

L

ast year St
Giles collected
over £250 for the
Christian Aid walk.
This year the walk is again cancelled, so
we are asking our wonderful Christian Aid
supporters to do their own walk, at a venue
and time of their own choosing. As most of
us are doing a daily walk, this should be fairly
easy, it does not need to be anything special.
So far we have received over £150, from
people who have done their own walk or have
made a donation. Thank you to everyone who
has been so generous.
There is still time to do your own walk or to
make a donation to Christian Aid. There are
sponsor forms available, please contact
Janet Iwanicki on (01782) 630069.
SEE CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - PAGE 7
HAVE YOUR SAY! - Our Annual
Churches Meeting will be held in
St.Giles at 7.30pm on Wednesday,
May 26th. PLEASE JOIN US!

W

e are having a pumpkin growing competition for St.Giles Church funds over

St.Giles Church
Pumpkin growing
Competition

the summer months, with a grand weigh-in sometime in October. We have
30 giant pumpkin seeds which will be planted in early April and once ready these
plants can be purchased for a suggested donation of £2.00, (or more).

UPDATE: The pumpkin plants will be available from week commencing 8th

May 2021 from 43 Whitfield Avenue, Westlands, Newcastle, ST5 2JQ. If you are unable to collect
the plants please ring 01782 711833 and we can arrange delivery.

We have some spare plants. If you wish to take part, please contact Gillian or David Elks.
Further details from:-

Gillian Elks (01782) 711833 Or email: david.elks@hotmail.co.uk
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Easter Day at St.Giles'
1. During the Easter Morning Family Communion
Service, The Rector, Rev Josh, presented our retiring
Church Wardens, Chris Bailey and David Wildman, with
gifts and thanked them for their many years of Service.
(See 'Thank You' page 8)
2. This was followed by introducing the two new
Wardens, Gillian Elks and Dennis Brammer to the
congregation present.

1.

3.

3. The introductions
continued, with the
announcement of a
new member of the
Parish Ministry Team.
The Rev David Beedon
worked for many
years in the Lichfield
Diocese, before
becoming a Chaplain
at Stafford Prison. He
has now retired from
that position and he
and his wife, Julie, have moved to Newcastle to be
closer to their family. David thanked everyone for their
very warm welcome to the Church.
4.

5.
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2.

4/5. Under the Covid regulations, singing indoors is
prohibited and so at the end of the Service, everyone
moved outside into the churchyard so that they could
enjoy singing a final rousing Easter celebration hymn
and blessing in the beautiful Spring sunshine.

The Butterton Bulletin

Easter Morning
W

hen my alarm went off at 5am on April 4th, Easter
day, my slowly waking brain reminded me that
there was a service at Butterton church at 6.20 am. ! !
I had never experienced an “Ecumenical Sunrise
Service and did wonder what it would involve.
Driving through the dark misty morning, it was good
to see Gillian Elks, our church warden, with a bright
torch at the open Gate at the entrance to the lane up
to Butterton church which is not easy to find, even in
daylight. The only other light was above the church
west door (apart from an occasional guiding torch).
The natural bird dawn chorus from the surrounding
trees was echoing round in the mist.
Rev Andrew Dawswell, vicar of St Andrews led the
service. Rev Josh Penduck Rector of St.Giles (with
St.Thomas Butterton), led our singing by keyboard
and voice, introducing us to hymns with a chorus.

F

Brownies Time Capsule

ollowing a visit from Bev and Simon from Newcastle
Borough Council “Streetscene“ back in Jan 2020 it
was decided to do a joint event to celebrate both 1st
Newcastle Brownies Centenary and Newcastle Borough
Council, Britain in Bloom - 30th birthday in 2020 and
a Time Capsule was planned - this was due to be
buried in St Giles Churchyard
on 26/3/2020 - but this was
delayed due to Covid and the
Time Capsule burial actually
took place on Monday 29/3/21
with a much smaller scaled down
version of the ceremony. To mark
the burial of the Time Capsule
you can see a headstone in a
flowerbed in the churchyard.
The time capsule will be opened
on 06/01/2050 - the contents

Everyone loves a chorus! We even rivalled the birds!
Two mallards flew in to join us. We didn’t see the local
deer but the breeding pheasants came for a closer
inspection as we shrouded humans invaded their
sheltered territory.
Dawn broke but we didn’t see the sun. Only the
increasing light over the trees made us aware that
Easter day had begun. We were all “incognito” in
our woolly hats, and masks, which made it difficult
to recognise friends from St.Thomas, St.Giles, the
Congregational church, Newcastle Baptist and
St.Andrews. Chris Gill read a meaningful bible passage
before Barbara Davies from Holy trinity RC talked
about the events of the last lockdown year and gave
us encouragement to face the coming months with
optimism.
Richard and Becky Funnell helped us to celebrate
Easter with Joyful Hallelujahs in their prayers.
We left in daylight with a feeling of joy having joined
in an uplifting shared experience.
Our “Church in the Woods” is so quiet and secluded,
a perfect place to begin our Easter celebrations Our
final hymn was rousing “human” dawn chorus THINE
BE THE GLORY - masks down ... a good sing!
Pat Cawthorn

of the Time Capsule include old brownie memorabilia,
articles written by individual brownies and information
and photographs from the 1st Newcastle Brownie
Centenary Celebration event on 6/1/20 (Pack was
registered by Girl Guiding HQ on 06/01/1920).

Our plans to celebrate the centenary throughout 2020
had to be altered and some events have had to be
cancelled altogether but we are
the oldest surviving Brownie
Packs in Newcastle and one of
the oldest Brownie Packs in the
Stoke on Trent area and that is
certainly worth celebrating.
As you can imagine Covid has
had a huge effect on our face to
face Brownie meetings but we
are hoping to resume Covid safe
meetings after the Easter break.
Left to right, are "Powell Owl" Gill Powell
Gill Powell
and Brown Owl Trudy Reale.
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The Good Shepherd
by Judith Thompson

Part 2

The story so far -

Forty six years in the meat trade and forty years in
qualified nursing, combined:- for what? My husband had
retired early and I was part time at a nursing residential
home for the elderly, due to retire in the near future. So
when the opportunity came up to buy a small piece of
land high up in the Derbyshire Peak District, we could
see no difficulties. The land was coming up for auction,
and we were leaving it in the hands of the Lord, if we got
it at the price we could afford we should be very pleased,
and this could be Gods answer.

T

he auction went well, we got the land, and
immediately the Church bell across the road from
the auction room rang out on the still night air. Praise
the Lord, we owned a small part of this land, as the
auctioneer said it was only loaned to you as stewards,
to be looked after. We promised the Lord we would
protect the land and work at it. What had we taken on!
Life would never be the same again. Up till this moment
only Tom had walked the land, I had not set foot on it, I
had only viewed it from over the valley.
After buying the land, the buildings were repaired with a
new roof on the cowshed, removing the torn hessian and
broken slates. The inside was filled with the old sheets
of corrugated iron sheeting and more broken slates
some quite large in size, and nettles growing round the
walls in their hundreds. The floor itself was not too bad,

Swaledale Ewes and lambs.
uneven but concreted and when brushed off were quite
serviceable compared with the first impression. Two new
stable doors, with old hinges and catches were hung, the
big barn was extended as a poled barn with two large
sliding doors, hung to give access for the tractor bailer
and wrapper, this was constructed for security.
We were left with 24 acres of bleak hillside, overlooking
the river Dove, in a beautiful area, quiet and peaceful.
With no water to the fields, very few lengths of walls
standing, and not stock proofed. The fields all went into
each other, we could have rented it out for grazing, or
made hay, or had sheep. Memories of summers spent
on the farms flooded back, and we were told that sheep
didn't need much looking after. How naive and green
we must of been, but Tom had always wanted to have
stock to look after, and the land was suitable for sheep,
so sheep it had to be.
We didn't waste much time, 20% had been paid at the
auction which enabled us to put stock onto the land
immediately so we bought 64 swaledale Ewes and two
tups. Swaledales because they can stand the harsh
conditions in the peaks, and they are one of the few
sheep which dig through the snow to get to the grass.
They are big and strong and make good mothers, ours
came off the Yorkshire Moors. The tups were blue faced
Leicester’s (BFL) big, nesh, docile deer like with roman
nose, no horns, are unpredictable so don't turn your

The barn and buildings before (left) and after (right) renovation

Page 6

Continued on the next page...

The Good Shepherd continued...

Fighting
Climate Chaos
With every gift, with every voice, with every
prayer, with every action, we stop this
climate crisis.

O
Two Blue Faced Leicester Tups

back to them, these crossed with
Swaledales produce a mule lamb,
the female offspring called Gimmers
are sold for breeding crossed with
Suffolk’s texels, Charollais they
will produce good meat lambs, both
sexes for killing. The male lambs
wethers of the mules go for meat is
very tasty but not as lean as other
breeds. So the female - gimmer
lambs from the Swales will have
a long life span eight, nine years
depending on how long they are
fertile and keep their teeth, once
their second teeth drop out they can
no longer chew the grass.
This series continues next month.

◆All those who are uncertain about
having a Covid vaccine injection.
◆All those working in surgeries
and vaccination centres across the
world.
◆All those who have 'shielded' for
many months and now feel nervous
about leaving their home.

ur planet is changing, but some people are feeling the effects of
this more than others. Weather extremes are now more frequent
and more intense due to the climate crisis and one place that has
experienced this is Kenya.
In parts of Kenya in 2020, drought was followed by relentless rainfall and
flooding, which damaged crops that had struggled to grow. Together,
the climate chaos and coronavirus are a double threat to lives and
livelihoods.

Climate chaos is causing a hunger crisis
In Kitui, eastern Kenya, 8 out of 10 people depend on rain to grow
crops. Without water, staple crops like maize and beans wither up and
die. People can’t earn a living and they go hungry.
People are forced to walk further and further to collect water. This
daily burden robs them of the chance to farm and grow food for their
families. Elderly women and children are especially vulnerable on these
dangerous journeys and can face robbery or conflict as people battle
over scarce resources. Cows, sheep and goats are becoming weaker
and weaker. They can’t produce milk or be sold. People are struggling
to cope. Lives are at risk. Families need every last drop to survive this
climate chaos.
Christian Aid has been working in Kenya since 1997. One of our longstanding partners in Kenya is Anglican Development Services – Eastern
(ADSE). Christian Aid and ADSE are working together with communities
in Kitui county to help them to adapt to drought as well as flooding, as
climate chaos robs people of control over their lives.
ADSE helps communities build earth and sand dams, and rock
catchments, so they can harvest water near their homes. Dams are
simple and cost-effective natural storage solutions. They catch the
rain when it falls, increase the amount of stored water available to
communities, defend against intense rain and flooding, and free women
and girls from making long and dangerous journeys to collect water.

Meet Rose: a loving, hard-working grandmother

One woman who is experiencing the worst of the climate crisis is Rose.
A grandmother, Rose is an experienced village leader. She is proud to
be able to cover the costs of her grandchildren’s education by working
as a casual labourer.
After her husband died in 2006, Rose began to feel ill. She went to
hospital and was diagnosed with HIV. She says: "My faith has helped
Continued on the next page...
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Christian Aid continued...

Thank You .....

●From Chris Bailey
'Thank you' seems so inadequate to express how I truly feel for all your good
wishes and your very generous gift, which were given to me on Easter Sunday
in St.Giles’, as David and I stepped down from our role as Wardens. I would
like to express my grateful thanks, also for the love and support shown to
me, by you all , over the years. It really was a joy for us all to be together in
St. Giles' on such a special day. Love and God Bless - Chris.
●From David Wildman

Rose collecting water

Photo credit:
Christian Aid/Tom Pilston

me to accept my status and I
believe that, with the doctor’s
advice, I will live a long life." The
medication Rose takes requires
her to eat a balanced diet, but
because of the long journeys
to get water, she can’t farm the
vegetables she needs and she
goes hungry.
In this desperate climate chaos,
Rose battles to bring water
home for her grandchildren.
Every morning, after nothing
to eat, she sets out on a long,
dangerous journey, walking six
hours to collect water.
While she walks, her stomach
gives her stabbing pains. She
feels weary under the hot sun
and the full jerry cans are
heavy (40 litres of water weigh
40kg). Her aching legs walk on,
because if she gives up, her
grandchildren will suffer hunger
and thirst. Rose needs every
last drop to survive the climate
chaos.

Help Rose & others

Christian Aid Week.
Donate at caweek.org
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It was a very pleasant yet most unanticipated surprise when Rev Josh
presented Chris and myself with a gift of a cheque at Easter Day`s
10:30am service. Many thanks to all concerned for your generosity.
I am humbled by your kind gesture. It has indeed been an honour
and a privilege to represent you as a Warden for our parish since
April 2013. - David.

●From Margaret Sutton
Margaret would like to thank all those friends who sent her cards, gifts,
messages, Mothers Union flowers and prayers for her 80th Birthday in March.
Margaret told us that she had a lovely day and one that she will remember
for a long time.
Her thanks also go to Rev Josh for getting his maths mixed up on YouTube
and Spikey and his friends for all their good wishes.
●From Nona Wildman
I am very pleased to advise you that we have collected a very substantial
amount for the Children`s Society from boxes held which came to £1,500
which is our best annual total ever - and that is in spite of our difficulties this
past year associated with the pandemic. The amount raised through the
Christingle candle boxes was £227.73.
Many thanks to all our boxholders once again on behalf of the Children`s
Society. I remain very grateful to you all for your continuing generosity to this
very good cause. Yours, Nona
●To Laurie and Arlene Bailey
Before Covid struck, our Good
Friday morning family activities
were a great success. One of the
'activities' on offer was helping
to construct an Easter Garden,
under the guidance of Laurie and
Arlene. This year, despite having
no 'little helpers', the creative
pair have once again produced a
wonderful Easter Garden for us
(on right) - Thank You!

Bell Tower Notes
Easter Sunday 2021 : Bell ringing at St.Giles'

The socially-distanced ringers, left to right: Dave Powell (Tower Captain St.Giles), Howard Smith
(St.Giles), Phil Daniels (Tower Captain St.Margaret, Wolstanton), Dave Buckley (St.Margaret),
Josie Martin (Madeley), Stephen Dainty (St.Giles)
Our Thanks to Dave Powell who rang one of the St.Giles’ bells 99 times, half muffled at 12 noon
on the day of the death of HRH Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

T

Our Towering Birds of 'Pray'

hese amazing pictures of two Pereguin falcons on high
vantage points on the tower of St.Giles' were taken on
April 1st 2021, (no fooling!) by Martin Kessel.
Martin often 'watches' our tower birds and we thank him for
sharing these images with us. Videos of the birds can be
found on YouTube:https://youtu.be/A36B3YNfMM0

https://youtu.be/HXmmwkuyuAU
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Take-a-Break

Smile-A-While

Smile-A-While

Sadly, the Vicar soon discovered that
all the prayers were in Japanese.
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Answer on page 13

Rogation Wordsearch

T

he first Sunday in May is
Rogation Sunday. This is
when many parishes still ‘beat
the bounds’. Rogation means
an asking of God - for blessing
on the seed and land. The practice began with the Romans,
who processed around the
cornfields each Spring, singing and dancing, sacrificing
animals, in order to get rid of
evil. About 465 AD the Western
world was suffering from earthquake and storm. Mamertius,
Bishop of Vienne, aware of the
pagan custom, ordered that
prayers should be said in the
ruined or neglected fields. Thus
‘beating the bounds’ became a
Christian ceremonial. It arrived
in England early in the eighth
century. Each Spring, led by
the priest, a little party from
the parish would set out with a
Cross to trace the boundaries
of the parish. They’d implore
God to keep their corn and roots
and boughs in good health, and
bring them to harvest.
In the days when maps were
scarce, ‘beating the bounds’
helped remind everyone just
where the boundaries were. Do
you know yours today?
Sunday
May
Rogation
Beat
Bounds
Asking
Blessing
Seed
Land
Romans
Processed

Cornfields
Spring
Earthquake
Storm
Prayer
Cross
Boundaries
Crops
Harvest
maps

Holy Days in May
He left them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke
24:50-1) He was not forsaking them, but merely going
on ahead to a kingdom which would also be theirs
one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your
Father, to my God and your God...’ (John 20:17)

Ascension Day:

Thursday, May 13th.

4

40 Days with the Risen Christ

0 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These
are the 40 days during which the Risen Christ
appeared again and again to His disciples, following
His death and resurrection. (Matthew 28; Mark 16;
Luke 24; and John 20.)
The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and
deeds during those 40 days. Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by
the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened
and encouraged His disciples, and at last opened their
eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about
the Messiah. Jesus also told them that as the Father
had sent Him, He was now going to send them - to
all corners of the earth, as His witnesses.
Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history
took place on Ascension Day. Luke records the story
with great poignancy: ‘When Jesus had led them out
to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands - and
blessed them.’
As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth,
so Ascension Day completes it, with His return to His
Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth was to bless
His disciples. He and they had a bond as close as
could be: they had just lived through three tumultuous
years of public ministry and miracles – persecution
and death – and resurrection!
Just as we part from our nearest and dearest by still
looking at them with love and memories in our eyes,
so exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was blessing them,

The disciples were surely the most favoured folk
in history. Imagine being one of the last few people
on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have Him
look on you with love. No wonder then that Luke
goes on: ‘they worshipped Him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.’ (Luke 24:52,53)
No wonder they praised God! They knew they would
see Jesus again one day! ‘I am going to prepare a
place for you... I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am.’ (John
14:2,3) In the meantime, Jesus had work for them
to do: to take the Gospel to every nation on earth.

The Ascension
(Luke 24:44-53)
Scriptures fulfilled,
Minds opened,
We followed Him to Bethany.
And there was joy in the blessing
Of our risen Lord,
Jesus, God on earth.
And in the blessing
Was the leaving,
And in the leaving
Was the blessing –
His Spirit of life and power
To witness to the world
Of our ascended Lord,
Jesus, man in heaven.
By Daphne Kitching

●Many people will be surprised
when Jesus comes again – but
nobody will be mistaken. - Anon
Page 11

Holy Spirit had acted in this world. All through the
Old Testament there are accounts of how God’s
Spirit guided people and strengthened them. But
now, because of Christ’s death and resurrection, He
could INDWELL them. From now on, every Christian
could have the confidence that Jesus was with them
constantly, through the indwelling of His Holy Spirit.

Day of Pentecost, Whit Sunday:

P

May 23rd.

entecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival of Firstfruits, which was observed
at the beginning of the wheat harvest. It was seven
weeks after Easter, or 50 days including Easter.
A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest
does not sound exactly world-changing, but that
year, it became one of the most important days in
world history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus
sent the Holy Spirit - the day the Church was born.
Jesus had told His disciples that something big was
going to happen, and that they were to wait for it in
Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus had
plans for His disciples, but He knew they could not
do the work themselves. They would need His help.
And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying together
with His other followers, for many days. And then on
that fateful morning there was suddenly the sound
as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame flickered on their heads, and they began to praise God
in many tongues, to the astonishment of those who
heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9)
was dramatically reversed that morning.
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the
disciples and followers of Jesus. The Church was
born. The Christians were suddenly full of life and
power, utterly different from their former fearful
selves. The change in them was permanent.
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian
Church that morning, proclaiming Jesus was the
Messiah. His boldness in the face of possible death
was in marked contrast to the man who had denied
Jesus 50 days before. And 3,000 people responded,
were converted, and were baptised. How’s that for
fast church growth!
Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the
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Trinity Sunday,
May 30th.

Celebrating our God
who is Three Persons

T

rying to explain the doctrine
of the Trinity has kept many
a theologian busy down the centuries. One helpful
picture is to imagine the sun shining in the sky. The sun
itself – way out there in space, and unapproachable in
its fiery majesty – is the Father. The light that flows from
it, which gives us life and illuminates all our lives, is the
Son. The heat that flows from it, and which gives us all the
energy to move and grow, is the Holy Spirit. You cannot
have the sun without its light and its heat. The light and
the heat are from the sun, are of the sun, and yet are
also distinct in themselves, with their own roles to play.
The Bible makes clear that God is One God, who is
disclosed in three persons: Father, Son (Jesus Christ)
and Holy Spirit. For example:
Deuteronomy 6:4: ‘Hear O Israel, The Lord our God, the
Lord is one.’
Isaiah 45:22: ‘Turn to me and be saved… for I am God,
and there is no other.’
Genesis 1:1-2: ‘In the beginning God created…. and the
Spirit of God was hovering…’
Judges 14:6: ‘The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in
power…’
John 1:1-3: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God
in the beginning. Through Him all things were made;
without Him nothing was made that has been made.’
In other words, the sun eternally gives off light and heat,
and whenever we turn to its brilliant light, we find that
the warmth and life there as well.
Articles written by Parish Pump writers.

Newcastle News

Castle House tel: 01782 717717
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news
◆ BANK CLOSURE - A North Staffordshire bank is among 111 branches set
to be axed by Santander. The Newcastle town centre bank is to close for good
by the end of August with the closest alternative in Hanley. It means Santander
will have just 452 outlets left in the UK. Shoppers were dismayed to hear the
news which they described as a ‘huge blow’ for the town.
◆ WHICH SERVICES? - Consumer website 'Which?' has produced a survey
of Motorway Service areas in which the rankings are based on customer
satisfaction, judged on categories that include cleanliness, range of facilities and
prices. The M6 Keele Services was rated as the fifth worst service station across
the United Kingdom with a 42 per cent satisfaction rating, while Sandbach was
one place below with the same score. Stafford North also on the M6, came in
eighth. The table was topped by the Gloucester service area on the M5.
◆ METHODIST CONVERSION - The owners of the former Newcastle Methodist
Church And Assembly Rooms in Merrial Street have applied to the Council for a
change of use allowing it to be converted into a 'mixed' use complex including
offices, Community facilities and a Café.
◆ HOTEL FIRE - On the evening of April 2nd, a fire ripped through part of
the Clayton Lodge hotel in Clayton. Overhead water cannons were needed to
extinguish the blaze. Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service are still investigating
the cause of the blaze. Although the building was officially 'empty', reports of
people seen inside before the fire had been made. It has been estimated that
around a fifth of the building was severely damaged in the blaze.
◆ CHURCH CLOSURE - St.Peter’s Methodist Church (in the Westlands),has
sadly decided to close. Following a burst pipe in the cold weather which
caused extensive water damage and sealed the buildings fate, the Church
Council decided to close the complex at the top of Pilkington Avenue. However
many in the community will no doubt share a sense of gratitude for the several
generations of worship and ministry that took place at St.Peter's and for allowing
others to use their extensive facilities for such a wide range of community
activities. The church of St.Andrew's in the Westlands will also greatly miss the
partnership. The minister, John Taylor, remains available, and continues to be
responsible for St.Luke's, Severn Drive, Clayton.
◆ GUILDHALL - Newcastle council have agreed that the ground floor service
desks can be removed and two meeting rooms created.
◆ PEACOCK'S - The Peacock's fashion retailer has been bought out of
administration, but the new company will only keep half of its original stores
open and so the future of the Castle Walk branch is uncertain.
◆ TOP TEN - Keele University has achieved national recognition for its
contribution towards regeneration and ‘levelling up’ North Staffordshire. It has
been ranked in the top 10 per cent of universities in the England in two areas
– regeneration and research partnerships.
Item sources include the Newcastle Borough web-site.
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STAY IN TOUCH
Visit our website:-

http://www.stgilesnewcastle.org.uk/

for links to Parish News (on-line edition)
Youtube (Service videos)
Facebook
Facebook Families page
For those with no internet access, a
number of printed copies of Parish
News are available. Please contact
our Parish Administrator.

Take-a-Break
Answers

JUNE's

PARISH NEWS
Please email all items to
the Editor: pitstowm@aol.com

Closing date:

Tuesday, May 18th.
PLEASE NOTE:

Services and other
items in this issue may
be subject to change if
the Covid regulations
are changed.
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May Calendar

Services In St Giles & St Thomas

(All online Sunday services will continue during May at 10.30am)
Sunday 2nd May:
10.30am Holy Communion at St Giles
10.30am Morning Prayer at St Thomas
Wednesday 5th May:
1.10pm Oasis Holy Communion at St Giles

Both
Churches
open for
worship

Saturday 8th May:
Pumkin competition plants now available
Sunday 9th May:
8am Holy Communion at St Giles
10.30am Holy Communion at St Giles
10.30am Holy Communion at St Thomas
10th - 16th. Christian Aid Week

Thursday 13th May: Ascension Day
7.00pm On-line Service
7.30pm Holy Communion at St.Giles
Sunday 16th May:
10.30am Holy Communion at St Giles
10.30am Morning Prayer at St Thomas
Tuseday 18th May: Closing date for next Parish News.

Sunday 23rd May: Pentecost
8am: Holy Communion at St Giles
10.30am: Holy Communion at St Giles
10.30am: Holy Communion at St Thomas
(12.30pm Holy Baptism at St Giles)
Wednesday 26th May:
1.10pm Oasis Holy Communion at St Giles

Come
Along Have Your
Say!

7.30pm ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCHES MEETING in St.Giles'
Sunday 30th May: Trinity Sunday
10.30am Holy Communion at St Giles
10.30am Morning Prayer at St Thomas
Page 14

●Please remember that you
still need to book to attend
any services in St Giles,
which can be done through
our Parish Administrator,
Penny Richards, at 07592
035386 or office.stgilesnewcastle.gmail.com. Except for
those who have medical reasons, masks need to be worn
within the church building
at all times. Please refrain
from having conversations
with others until outside (still
maintaining social distancing). Only the bread will be
distributed at Holy Communion.
● Although we will have music played, there can be no
congregational singing inside.

Wednesday 12th May:
1.10pm Oasis Holy Communion at St Giles

Wednesday 19th May:
1.10pm Oasis Holy Communion at St Giles

PLEASE
REMEMBER!

● Children are welcome to
come to services. However, we
ask if they could remain with
their households (as much as is
possible!). We have many JAM
Packs at the back of church (a
children’s activity pack) which
can easily be accessed when
entering.
● We are unable to offer refreshments. Please also wait
till you are outside before you
start chatting to everyone!
● We are not stopping our
online services for the time
being.
● Revised local or national regulations may close our Churches
for worship and Private Prayer.
We may need to cancel services without much notice. This is
why it is best to book – we can
easily let you know if there
is a last-minute cancellation.

