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and bombastic, but instead respectful and peaceful. It is 
important to remember accurately, to gather the body of 
the past together in a way that does not distort it. If we 
remember the First World War and imagine that ‘it was all 
Germany’s fault’, we are liable to forget how militaristic 
our own country was. If we remember the Second World 
War and imagine that it was ‘Britain alone’, we are liable 
to forget our reliance on our allies, the Commonwealth and 
Empire. Remembering the past accurately helps us to live 
accurately in the present. 

Increasingly as a nation we are forgetting our past – 
especially our religious past – and it is distorting how we 
view ourselves in the present. The passionate religiosity of 
our ancestors is written-out of historical dramas on the TV 
or presented as something strange and weird. This in turn 
impacts how people see religion in the present: as alien or 
strange. But perhaps we are the weird and alien ones in 
ignoring our God-given impulses to worship? Humanity has 
been religious for at least the last 40,000 years according to 
historians - that’s as long as we have had art and language! 
How strange that our particular Western society thinks that 
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What's Inside....

Re-membering

As time goes by, the past 
becomes scattered. It loses shape and 

focus. The job of the historian to bring the 
past back together. Of course, they don’t 
always get it right. Sometimes the past has 
got so scattered that the historian is reduced 
to grabbing little scraps of history – a letter 
here, an archaeological artifact there – to try 
and bring shape to the past. And then in the 
following generation a new ‘fact’ comes to 
light and ruins everything that the previous 
historian had written. The work of history is 
never complete. It is always trying to bring the 
past back together. It is about ‘re-membering’.

In old English, a body is made of ‘members’: 
arms, legs, necks, etc. When talking about 
societies and clubs, the analogy of a body 
was used. What did you call people connected 
to those clubs? Members. Although the word 
‘remember’ has a different etymology to ‘mem-
ber’, coming from the late Latin rememorari 
(‘to call to mind’), perhaps we can play a bit 
of a linguistic game? Perhaps we can think 
of ‘re-membering’ as bringing the body of the 
past back together? In a way, everyone is a 
historian. We grab scraps from the past – a 
memory, a photo, a school exercise book – 
and give it a bit of shape and context when 
we retell the story. In doing so we ‘re-member’ 
the body of the past. ‘Re-membering’, shaping 
the past, shapes our present. We know who 
we are and where we come from. We worry 
when we forget the past, because it leaves us 
feeling shapeless and scattered in the present. 

It is vitally important for a nation to ‘re-
member’ the past as well. If we forget what 
happened to previous generations, we forget 
who we are. When we remember previous 
generations’ awful suffering caused by wars, 
we remember that we should not seek the 
ways of war, but instead strive for peace. 
‘Remembering’ brings together our identity 
as a nation, one that should not be militaristic 
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the last 50-100 years of increasing secularity 
is normal! In forgetting our past, the body of 
our present is misshapen. In forgetting God, 
our values as a society become scattered and 
dismembered. In the words of G.K. Chesterton, 
‘when men choose not to believe in God, they 
do not thereafter believe in nothing. They then 
become capable of believing in anything.’

We  i n  S t 
Giles and St 
Thomas are 
ourselves in a 

process of ‘re-membering’. In September, St 
Giles gathered back to worship at 9am and 
11am after being ‘scattered’ in the lockdown. 
In October, St Thomas has done likewise in 
our 10.30am service. We have also rebegun 
our weekly Wednesday Oasis service at 
1.10pm. In November, we will likewise have 
a few changes:

●  On November 1st, 15th, 22nd and 29th, 
St Giles will be gathering back together 
in a single 10.30am Sunday service.

● On 8th November, for Remembrance 
Sunday, we will gather together in 
St.Giles' at 10am. As Newcastle Coun-
cil has requested that numbers at the 
Cenotaph are limited, there will be an 
Act of Remembrance in St Giles itself. 
The congregation will not be going 
outside until that Act has finished.

Of course, this is all subject to the three 
governmental tiers. Perhaps by the time you 
read this, all our plans will have changed! 
(So stay in touch). But as we ‘re-member in 
gathering together as a church once more, it 
is important to accurately remember the past 
also. After all, we haven’t ‘always done it that 
way’. 10.30am Communion is a relatively 
recent pattern. The pandemic has produced 
great changes to how we worship and will 

Changes to
Services

The Rector continues....

● In order to attend, you will need to 
book. This can be done by contacting:-

St.Giles - Penny Richards at either office.stgilesnew-
castle@gmail.com or 07592 035386 by 12pm the 
Thursday before each Sunday service.

St.Thomas: - Pat Cawthorn on 01782 614847
● Ensure you wear a mask and maintain 2 metre 

social distancing when you come in
● Although we will have music played, there can 

be no congregational singing 
● Children are welcome to come to services. 

However, we ask if they could remain with 
their households (as much as is possible!). We 
have many JAM Packs at the back of church 
(a children’s activity pack) which can easily be 
accessed when entering

● We are unable to offer refreshments. Please 
also wait till you are outside before you start 
chatting to everyone!

● We are not stopping our online services for the 
time being

● Revised local or national regulations may close 
our Churches for worship and Private Prayer. We 
may need to cancel services without much no-
tice. This is why it is best to book – we can 
easily let you know if there is a last-minute 
cancellation. 

continue to do so. Dealing with our uncertain future will 
mean that we will worship differently. 

But when facing uncertainty, it is important to remember 
the most important story of all and let that reshape our 
present. In Jesus Christ, God became one of us, died for 
our sins, and is raised to life eternal so that we may share 
the resurrection with him. When we ‘remember Christ’, we 
ourselves are ‘re-membered’ – our scattered lives brought 
back together – in him, both as individuals, as a commu-
nity, a nation, and a world. In the midst of change, Christ 
is steadfast and unchanging. In a world of forgetfulness, 
Christ never forgets. In our scattered and broken world, 
Christ draws together and heals us.

Important
Information

Remembrance
Sunday

Rev'd Josh
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St. Thomas' Butterton
Come enjoy a Service in our little

'Church in the Wood'.
Sunday's 10.30am

Including 
Remembrance Sunday

 PLEASE BOOK!
Please ring 614847

 Ensure you wear a mask and maintain 2 
metre social distancing when you come in.

Revised local or national regulations
may close St.Thomas'.

FROM THE EDITOR....

CONGRATULATIONS: 
We're 'Green' again!

Thank you for your Harvest gifts

Thanks to the continual hard work of our 'Green Team' 
during these difficult times, our Churchyard has been 

awarded a 'Green Flag' award for the second year running. 
The announcement, normally made in July, was delayed 
this year due to Covid-19 until October 14th. It is hoped 
that the flag award will be presented during one of our 
10.30am November Services.
The Green F lag Award scheme,  managed by 
environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy under licence 
from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government, recognises and rewards well-managed 
parks and green spaces, setting the benchmark 
standard for the management of recreational outdoor 
spaces across the United Kingdom and around the world.
This year, a total of 2061 places have achieved the Green 
Flag Award, having been assessed by an army of more 
than 1,000 volunteer judges. Among the winners are 
Sunderland City Council’s Mowbray Park and Jubilee 
Park managed by Canary Wharf Management Ltd
Paul Todd - Green Flag Award Scheme Manager, said: 
“Parks and green spaces have never been more important 
for the physical and mental health of everyone.”
“All the research shows that spending time in good-quality 
green space can improve people’s health and wellbeing, 
that is why it is important that they are managed to the 
recognised standard of the Green Flag Award. This is 
now something that millions more recognise after the 
challenges of the past six months. All those involved in 
the Green Flag Award should be congratulated on their 
achievement.”

(Including text from the Green Flag Award website)

Strange but True!
◆In our previous edition we stated that two new 
Churchwardens would be elected at the St.Giles 
October APC meeting. We need to point out 
that this will take place, but the actual transfer of 
responsibility will not take place until next January 
due to Covid pandemic.
◆Our Cover - One of the beautiful trees in the 
St.Giles churchyard changes to its Autumn colours.

Welcome to our November issue which includes 
important information about changes to the 

Services held in St.Giles. It also includes articles 
about the New Bishop of Stafford and the new Mayor 
of Newcastle-under-Lyme.
November includes our time of Remembrance and 
we feature several items reflecting this, together with 
details of our special 'Covid' Remembrance Sunday 
Services and an update from the Mothers Union.
This is a difficult time for all of us, but our faith and 
Church 'community' can help us to get through it.       

M.Pitstow

Items donated to the Newcastle Foodbank
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Bhsr & Phdbdr

The Ordination of Priests

On Monday, September 28th, (The Feast of 
Michael and All Angels), St.Giles' held a (Covid 

virus restricted) Service of The Ordination of Priests. 
It was conducted by the Bishop of Lichfield, The Rt 
Revd Michael Ipgrave OBE, and the preacher was 
The Venerable Matthew Parker, Archdeacon of Stoke-
upon-Trent.
Those ordained were :-

Julie Birkin - Stoke-upon-Trent & Fenton Team 
       Ministry.
Derek Pamment - Trentham St. Mary.
Paul Anthony Lucking - Chell.
Gillian Shilkoff - Clayton St.James.

Highlights of the Service can be seen on our YouTube 
channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8WnT2lKObA
Below:- Bishop Michael being blessed by one of the 
new priests in St.Giles' Church hall.

Name The Teddy!

I would like to thank everyone who 
supported the Church Fund Raiser, 

“Name The Teddy”. I am delighted to 
announce that we raised £161.80 
for St Giles. This includes money 
from the sale of the knitted blankets. 
Sunny (The Teddy Bear), was won 
by a delighted MarieClaire, (right).

Enid King

A recent incident with the lock on the churchyard        
gates caused consdiderable expense to the 

church and problems for a large number of people.
The lock was left open with the correct combination 
showing and person(s) unknown then changed it to 
a new unknown combination. This meant that the old 
lock had be removed and a new one installed with a 
new combination set. If you use the lock,

PLEASE SCRAMBLE IT EVERY TIME!

Please SCRAMBLE

 
  gate 
   lock!
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The Archdeacon of Stoke becomes
the next Bishop of Stafford

The new Area Bishop of Stafford will be The Venerable 
Matthew Parker, who is currently serving as 

Archdeacon of Stoke-upon-Trent.
No 10 Downing Street announced on September 25th 
that the Queen has approved Matthew’s nomination in 
succession to the Right Revd Geoff Annas, who retired 
as Bishop of Stafford last year.
Matthew has a strong affinity to Staffordshire and 
Stoke-on-Trent having served in the area for 20 years. 
He will join the Area Bishops of Wolverhampton and 
Shrewsbury in an episcopal team led by the Bishop of 
Lichfield. Matthew will have responsibility for the pastoral 
oversight of churches, ministers and communities in the 
towns and villages of Stoke-on-Trent and North and East 
Staffordshire including Newcastle-under-Lyme, Stafford 
and Burton-upon-Trent.
Matthew (57) trained for ministry at Ridley Hall, 
Cambridge, a theological college in the evangelical 
tradition of the Church of England, after studying at 
Manchester and Cambridge Universities. Following 
ordination in 1988, Matthew served as curate in 
Twickenham, London, before various roles in Stockport, 
including school chaplain and team vicar. He moved to 
the Diocese of Lichfield in 2000 as Team Rector in Leek, 
also serving as Rural Dean of Leek from 2007, before 
becoming Archdeacon of Stoke-upon-Trent in 2013. As 
archdeacon, Matthew has played a major strategic role 
in steering the direction of travel of the diocese, and has 
made significant contributions to the Diocesan Boards 
of Finance and of Education.

By becoming a bishop, Matthew follows in the footsteps 
of his namesake Matthew Parker, Archbishop of 
Canterbury from 1559-1575, who was one of the most 
influential architects of Reformed Anglicanism.
Matthew said: “I came to Staffordshire 20 years ago as 
a parish priest knowing very little about the City of Stoke 
and the County and have come to love this part of the 
world so much that I decided I needed to stay! I love the 
variety, the warmth, the beauty and the grit. In my new 
role as Bishop of Stafford, I look forward to joining with 
brothers and sisters in Christ as we share the good news 
of God’s love for the world revealed in Jesus. These are 
challenging times, not only for the church, but for the 
whole of society. There is much that threatens to divide 
us and we are fearful about the future. My prayer is that, 
in partnership with others, the church in this area will 
continue to be a sign of unity, joy and hope.”
Matthew is married to Sarah who works as a Research 
and Development Officer of a national charity and they 
have three grown-up children Sam, Lizzie and Anna. 
They keep a Staffordshire Bull Terrier called Bruno. 
Matthew plays the electric guitar when no one else is 
around, loves to read and listens to blues and Americana.
The Bishop of Lichfield, the Right Revd Dr Michael 
Ipgrave, said: “After a rigorous and testing discernment 
process, Matthew has been clearly discerned as the 
next person to serve as Area Bishop of Stafford. I value 
highly his firm biblical faith, strategic insight and pastoral 
kindness, and I know that his ministry is very widely 
appreciated in the Stafford Episcopal Area and wider 
diocese. I and my fellow bishops look forward to working 
with him in a new way as an episcopal colleague. Please 
pray for him as he prepares for this new ministry among 
clergy and parishes that he already knows well.”
The Lord-Lieutenant of Staffordshire Ian Dudson also 
welcomed the appointment.
Matthew is set to be consecrated as bishop on 28th 
January. He is due to be installed at Lichfield Cathedral 
on 7th February followed by a welcome service in the 
Staffordshire episcopal area.
Interim arrangements for the role of Archdeacon of 
Stoke-upon-Trent will be announced shortly.

(Courtesy of the Lichfield Diocese website.)
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On November 7th 1920, in strictest secrecy, four unidentified 
British bodies were exhumed from temporary battlefield  

cemetries at Ypres, Arras, the Asine and the Somme.
None of the soldiers who did the digging were told why.
The bodies were taken by field ambulance to the GHQ at St. 
Pol-Sur-Ter-Noise. Once there, the bodies were draped with 
the Union flag.
Sentries were posted and Brigadier-General Wyatt and a 
Colonel Gell selected one body at random, the other three 
were re-buried. A French Honour Guard was selected and 
stood by the coffin of the chosen soldier overnight.
On the morning of the 8th November, a specially designed 
coffin made of oak from the grounds of Hampton Court arrived 
and the Unknown Warrior was placed inside.
On top was placed a Crusader’s sword and a shield on which 
was inscribed:
“A British Warrior  who fell in the GREAT WAR 1914-1918 for 
King and Country”
On the 9th November, the Unknown Warrior was taken by 
horse drawn carriage through Guards of Honour and the sound 
of tolling bells and bugle calls, to the quayside.
There, he was saluted by Marshall Foche and loaded onto 
HMS Vernon bound for Dover. The coffin stood on the deck 
covered in wreaths, surrounded by the French Honour Guard. 
Upon arrival at Dover, the Unknown Warrior was met with a 
nineteen gun salute, something normally reserved for Field 
Marshalls. A special train had been arranged and he was then 
conveyed to Victoria station, London.
He remained there overnight, and on the morning of 11th 
November, he was finally taken to Westminster Abbey.
The idea of The Unknown Warrior, was thought of by a Padre 
named David Railton who had served on the front line during 
the Great War and the Union flag he had used as an altar 
cloth whilst at the front, was the one that had been draped 
over the coffin.
It was his intention that all of the relatives of the 517,773 
combatants who’s bodies had not been identified could believe 
that the Unknown Warrior could very well be their lost husband, 
father, brother or son.

THE ORIGIN OF THE NOVEMBER 
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

By Ian Taylor

THIS is the reason we wear poppies.
We do not glorify war.
We remember, with humility, the great and ultimate 
sacrifices that were made,not just in this war, but in 
every war and conflict our service personell have 
fought, to ensure the liberty and freedoms that we 
now take for granted.
Every year,on the 11th November, we remember 
the Unknown Warrior.

A memorial stone covers the tomb, with this 
inscription:

Beneath this stone rests the body
Of a British warrior

Unknown by name or rank
Brought from France to lie among

The most illustrious of the land
And buried here on Armistice Day
11 Nov: 1920, in the presence of

His Majesty King George V
His Ministers of State

The Chiefs of his forces
And a vast concourse of the nation
Thus are commemorated the many

Multitudes who during the Great
War of 1914 – 1918 gave the most that

Man can give life itself
For God

For King and country
For loved ones home and empire

For the sacred cause of justice and
The freedom of the world

They buried him among the kings because he
Had done good toward God and toward

His house

The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior
Westminster Abbey
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An end to warfare
By Terence Handley MacMath

And many nations shall come, and say, ‘Come, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the 

house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways. . .’
And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.

Micah 4.2-3
This vision of peace and harmony is set by the prophet 
Micah in ‘the last days’. In the eighth century BC, when 
Micah was writing, Israel and Judah were under threat 
from the Assyrians. Micah’s main message was about 
corruption and injustice in Jewish society at the time, 
but as well as threats, he held out this vision of peace: 
‘They shall sit every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree, and none shall make them afraid.’
The difficulty for us is how to live in these times when 
peace is not found so readily. I had the privilege, once, 
of sitting down to dinner with a veteran of Gallipoli, then 
in his 90s. I was unprepared for his simple honesty: ‘No, 
I would never go [to war] again. It was terrible. We were 

just boys. We didn’t know anything. It should never have 
happened.’ He saw no glory in what he had done — just 
a weary relief that he had got through it.
As the season of Remembrance returns, and we honour 
those who have died in warfare, it is fitting that we resist 
glossing over the way they died, however hard it is to 
confront this. For every soldier who died bravely, or in 
an act of self-sacrifice, there were others who died by 
mistake; those who were terrified; civilians caught up by 
chance; unwilling and untrained men forced into military 
service; women who did not even rate a mention in the 
casualty figures.
And the causes of war can vary wildly, too: territory, 
resources such as oil and water, ideology. . . There are 
wars of aggression and wars of defence. There is a fine 
balance to be struck: to honour those who have lost their 
lives, but also to recognise the failure and waste involved 
in settling disagreements through violence.

Around the main inscription are four New 
Testament quotations:

The Lord knoweth them that are his. 
(top; 2 Timothy 2:19)
Unknown and yet well known, dying and 
behold we live. (side; 2 Corinthians 6:9)
Grea te r  l ove  ha th  no  man  than 
this. (side; John 15:13)
In Christ shall all be made alive.
(base; 1 Corinthians 15:22)

“At the going down of the sun, and in the 
morning, we will remember them”     

The origin of the Remembrance Service 
continued........

War and Peace
War is not a new thing
It’s been here from the start,
When Cain slew brother Abel
And their lives were torn apart.
Brother still fights brother
And nations go to war,
It seems these things will never end
Perhaps we need to ask ‘what for?’
Man has chosen his own path
Where might and power tell,
But God desires a better way
Where harmony and peace can dwell.
And so a time will come at last
When all man’s rule will cease,
Emmanuel will come to reign,
Our Lord and Saviour, Prince of Peace.

By Megan Carter
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Academy Activities
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Take-a-Break

Medium Sudoku
(Answer on page 12)

Smile-A-While

Quarantining in the Church 
was hard. Three days in, 

and the food had all run out.

Wendy Burke writes -

It’s been a long time since I have 
written an article for the Mothers 

Union column. Life as we know 
it has been turned upside down. 
During the lockdown, I have been 
phoning members and I’m so 
proud of how strong and resilient 
everyone has been.

Sadly, there will be NO Deanery 
Festival or Advent Carol party 
this year, but it is wonderful to 
be back in Church for Sunday 
Services. We’ve all had to do 
things that we never imagined we 
would have to do. For example, I’ve 
mended a fence and re-felted my 
shed roof!! - who’d have thought 
it? It has brought out the ‘war-time 
spirit’ in people – to be strong and 
carry on!

The Government said that the 
present regulations could be in 
place for 6 months which takes 
us through to February, which 
would usually be when we hold our 
A.G.M.. Needless to say that we 
won’t be meeting until it is safe to 
do so and just track into our 2020 
programme. We hope to transfer 
our 2020 programme to 2021, 
with a few ‘tweaks’. As we usually 
collect our fees in February, this 
will also be delayed until it is safe 
to hold our meetings.

Don’t worry
◆A little boy was told that he 
should try and be good, and 
that he could ask God for help 
with this. So he prayed: “Lord, 
please make me good, if you 
can. But if you can’t, don't 
worry about it. I'm having a 
really good time the way I am."
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Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

Community Stalwart is 
Mayor for Second Time
A May Bank councillor who 
has served communities for 
20 years is looking forward to 
his second term as Mayor of 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.

Members voted for Cllr. John Cooper to take on the historic 
role once again at Wednesday night’s Annual Council 
meeting which normally takes place in May but was delayed 
due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
Cllr. Cooper, who was Mayor in 2008/09, will represent 
the borough at civic events during the remainder of the 
municipal year and has chosen to raise money for the 
Alice Charity which supports disadvantaged and vulnerable 
families in Newcastle. He will also chair Full Council 
meetings.
The former engineer, from Wolstanton, is mulling over 
ideas on how he can best fulfil his ceremonial duties during 
these uncertain times but believes his patient and forgiving 
nature will help him craft a way forward.
He has chosen Angela – his wife of 40 years – as Mayoress 
and grandsons Isaac Nixon, 20, and Sean Cooper, 19, as 
High Constables. Cllr. Ken Owen is Deputy Mayor.
The traditional Mayor making ceremony was revised to 
follow Covid-19 guidelines, with residents being able to 
watch it live on the Council’s YouTube channel and some 
councillors taking part via Zoom.
The 75-year-old father of four, who is chair of Bradwell 
Lodge, said: “It’s difficult to put into words but it’s an 
absolute honour and privilege to represent this loyal and 
ancient borough for a second time. I feel extremely proud.
“It certainly feels a bit different to be Mayor this time around 
but I’m up for the challenge and will do my best, especially 
when it comes to raising as much money as possible for 
charity. I’ve chosen Alice after hearing about all the good 
work they’re doing. I also feel it’s more important than ever 
to support a smaller charity like this.”
Retiring Mayor Simon White and Consort Gary White were 
thanked for their services during the past year.

An enhanced CCTV 
sys tem cove r ing 
N e w c a s t l e  t o w n 
centre has gone live.
S t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t 
equipment, additional 

surveillance cameras, better quality images, wider 
coverage and more live monitoring at strategic 
times – with the potential for further expansion in 
other areas in the future – are key features of the 
new and upgraded network.
The Council has worked with Newcastle-under-
Lyme Business Improvement District (BID) to 
review and improve its existing provision which had 
become outdated.
New cameras, harnessing the latest technology, 
replace old static equipment throughout the town 
centre with dozens of extra ones installed in new 
locations including every level of the Midway multi-
storey car park. Many of the cameras are able to 
rotate and their wireless capabilities mean that they 
can be moved around according to requirements 
for the first time.
The cameras continue to operate 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, 365 days a year but there is 
increased 24-hour live monitoring from a control 
room at key times during the week.
The specialised service, provided from a central 
location via an established operation, has a direct 
link to Safenet and police radio networks.
Capital funding has been provided by the Council 
and Newcastle-under-Lyme BID with an additional 
sum coming from a Section 106 planning agreement.
Cllr. Helena Maxfield, Cabinet member for 
community safety and well-being, said: “CCTV is 
a proven tool in preventing and detecting crime as 
well as reducing fear of crime. It gives residents, 
shoppers and visitors the reassurance that they 
are safe". 

●Edinburgh Woollen Mill, which owns Peacocks, 
has gone into administration, placing the future of 
both Newcastle stores in jeopardy.

New CCTV 
System Goes 

Courtesy of the Newcastle Borough web-site.

The new camera 
on the corner of 
Church Street & 

High street.



 Page 12

Take-a-Break Answers DECEMBER'S 
PARISH NEWS
Please email all items to 

the Editor: - 
pitstowm@aol.com

Closing date: 

Tuesday, November 17th.

All dates and items in this issue may be subject to 
change if the Covid regulations are changed.

STAY SAFE!

Visit our website:-
http://www.stgilesnewcastle.org.uk/

 for links to -
Parish News (on-line edition)

Youtube (Service videos)
Facebook page

Facebook Families page
For those with no internet access, a 
limited number of printed copies of 
Parish News are available. Please 
contact our Parish Administrator.

STAY IN TOUCH

Smile
-A-

While 
Extra

Some lines 
to give us a 

smile.

Fire in church
◆The town's fire prevention officer was 
conducting a health and safety course at 
the local church. The officer said to the 
minister: “Now imagine this: it is a Sunday 
morning and you have a number of people, 
spread socially distanced, throughout your 
church building. Some are in the choir stalls, 
some are in the kitchen, and some are in 
the nave.  Suddenly, a big fire breaks out. 
What are the first steps you would take?”
The minister thought carefully for a moment. 
“Really big ones,” he said.

Musings of modern life...
◆In filling out an application, where it says, 'In 
case of emergency, notify:' I put 'DOCTOR.'
◆The older you get, the tougher it is to lose 
weight because by then, your body and your fat 
are really good friends.
◆Change is inevitable, except from a vending 
machine.

November Service Dates
(Please book! - see page 3)

1st Sunday - 10.30am Services at St.Giles' & St.Thomas'.
4th Wednesday - 1.10pm Oasis Communion in St.Giles'.
8th Sunday - 10.00am Remembrance Service in St.Giles'.
                      10.30am Remembrance Service in St.Thomas'.
11th Wednesday - 1.10pm Oasis Communion in St.Giles'.
15th. Sunday - 10.30am Services at St.Giles' & St.Thomas'
18th Wednesday - 1.10pm Oasis Communion in St.Giles'.
22nd. Sunday - 10.30am Services at St.Giles' & St.Thomas'
25th Wednesday - 1.10pm Oasis Communion in St.Giles'.
29th. Sunday - 10.30am Services at St.Giles' & St.Thomas'

Spicy Carrot & Tomato Soup
1 tin carrots, 1 tin tomatoes, 1/4 pint orange juice,
2 teaspoons curry powder, cream or yogurt,
Salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste.
Drain the tins of carrots & tomatoes, blitz in a blender or 
liguidizer and pass through a sieve. Add the orange juice and 
currey powder. Season to taste. Heat and serve with a spoonful 
of cream or yogurt to each bowl.

In this series, we are re-printing 
recipes which have been donated to 

St.Giles' by members of its congrega-
tion over the years.
The following was donated to Marilyn 
Brammer in 2018, by Sue Daborn and 
is taken from a booklet called "First 
Friday Soup" produced by a group 
who met in Newport, Shropshire.


