Matins (also known as Morning Prayer)
Introduction
Hymn: Come Down, O Love Divine
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
All and also with you.
This is the day that the Lord has made.
All Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
We have come together in the name of Christ
to offer our praise and thanksgiving,
to hear and receive God’s holy word,
to pray for the needs of the world,
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit
we may give ourselves to the service of God.
Confession
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ So let us
turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in
penitence and faith.
All Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
Blessed is the Lord,
All for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
All and in our song will we praise our God.
Blessed are you, Lord our God,
creator and redeemer of all;
to you be glory and praise for ever.
From the waters of chaos you drew forth the world
and in your great love fashioned us in your image.
Now, through the deep waters of death,
you have brought your people to new birth
by raising your Son to life in triumph.
May Christ your light ever dawn in our hearts
as we offer you our sacrifice of thanks and praise.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
All Blessed be God for ever.
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
All Amen.

New Testament Reading
14 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of
quarrelling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the
weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who
eat; for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on
servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall.
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
5

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who
observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat
in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who
abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
10

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Romans 14.1-12

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Hymn: Listen, Let Your Heart Keep Seeking
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

All Glory to you, O Lord
21

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven
times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventyseven times.
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
23

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother or sister from your heart.”
Matthew 18.21-35
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Creed
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer
Collect

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray...
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Hymn: You’re The Word Of God The Father
The Blessing
The minister says a blessing, to which we respond by saying:
All Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

