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HYMN 

And did those feet in ancient time 

Walk upon England's mountain green? 

And was the holy Lamb of God 

On England's pleasant pastures seen? 

And did the countenance divine 

Shine forth upon our clouded hills? 

And was Jerusalem builded here 

Among those dark satanic mills?  

  

Bring me my bow of burning gold! 

Bring me my arrows of desire! 

Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold! 

Bring me my chariot of fire! 

I will not cease from mental fight, 

Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand, 

Till we have built Jerusalem 

In England's green and pleasant land  

  

Jesus said: Greater Love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

We come together today on the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain.  We come to 

remember the heroism of that battle; a heroism not of extraordinary people but of ordinary 

people, like you and me, called to do extraordinary things. We come to thank God that 

when the nation faced challenges to its Christian foundations and its way of life these people 

responded to the challenge. 

As we heard, Jesus Christ spoke of the love involved in sacrificing your life for another 

person. We remember and thank God today for those of ‘the Few’ who did not return. 

  

We also remember those ground crew who gave of themselves    tirelessly to support the 

operations in the air and the civilian services which supported and encouraged the 

population under intense    pressure. 

Our commemorations, however, are not only looking to the past but are so significant 

because of operations in the world today. The    heritage of the service and self-sacrifice of 

80 years ago is with us  today. As we pray in thanksgiving for the delivery of the past we 

also pray for safety and protection in the present for our service         personnel and also 

for lasting peace and justice in the world.  



But first let us bring to mind our human failings and ask God’s       forgiveness for them      

  

All kneel or sit and join in the confession 

  

Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight.  We are 

sorry and repent.  Have mercy on us   according to your love.  Wash away our 

wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a right spirit within us and 

restore us to the joy of your salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

  

The Minister shall say : 

  

May Almighty God, who has promised to forgive all who sincerely repent of their sins and 

believe in his Son Jesus Christ, mercifully grant us pardon of our sins, peace in our hearts, 

strength in his     service, and everlasting life.  Amen                

We pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever.   Amen   

THE COLLECT OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 

Almighty God, who has promised that those who wait on you will renew their strength and 

mount up with wings like eagles.  We commend to your protection, all who serve in the 

Royal Air Force.  Uplift and support us in all our endeavours, make us a tower of strength in 

service of our Queen and country, may we perform our duty with courage skill and 

dedication; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

  

BIBLE READING  

  Isaiah Chapter 40 verses 28-31 

  

  BIBLE READING 

  St John Chapter 15 verses 10-13 

  

SERMON: The Rt Revd Michael Ipgrave 



  

PRAYERS  

  

HYMN 

O Ruler of the earth and sky 

Be with our airmen when they fly. 

And keep them in your loving care  

Amid the perils of the air. 

O hear your people’s earnest plea 

For those who fly o’er land and sea  

  

Strong Son of Man, save those who fly  

Swift-winged across the uncharted sky. 

Each anxious hour and lonely flight 

In need of courage day and night 

O’er land and ocean, safely bear 

All those in peril in the air  

  

O Holy Spirit, God’s own power, 

Give peace in sudden danger’s hour. 

Bring calm of spirit, and be near 

To those who watch and those who fear. 

To you will rise the grateful prayer 

Of those who serve you in the air     

  

                                          

  

O Trinity of love and grace 

True guide of all who fly through space; 

In peace or war, mid friend or foe 

Be with them wheresoe’er they go. 

So shall our praise with heaven’s blend 



And joyful hearts to you ascend. 

  

 AN ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 

  

We light this candle to honour those who in the skies above our land battled and gave their 

lives for our freedom 

  

We remember before God those who died in the       struggle against 

oppression and whose memory we         treasure. 

  

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN PRAYER 

  

Lord our God, you are the refuge and strength of all those who put their trust in you; we 

give you thanks for the deliverance granted to our nation in the Battle of Britain and for 

those who by their sacrifice won that deliverance for us.  As we honour their memory and 

call to mind your great mercy, we rededicate our lives to your service and our freedom for 

your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen        

  

AN ACT OF COMMITMENT 

  

Those who served in the air and died 80 years ago, as those who served and died on land 

and sea, did so believing in freedom, in justice and in peace.  If we are to make these values 

our own, we must never forget their sacrifice, we must use aright that freedom which they 

bought for us, and we must live as an example to others.      

                                                       

Jesus said: ‘Greater Love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends’.   

Our life today commemorates our deliverance from evil: our freedom is the memorial to 

those who have died 

  

All:  Amen.   We will honour their memory by using our freedom in the service 

of others; and by telling of their sacrifice to our children, and to our children’s 

children                                                               

                   

Jesus said, ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored?’  We have a duty to work for the good of those who lack what we so richly 



enjoy. 

  

All:   Amen.  We will strive to restore what our world has lost: comfort to those 

who mourn, food to those who hunger, peace to those who are persecuted, and 

justice to those who are oppressed. 

   

AT THE CENOTAPH AN ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 

  

Let us remember before God and commend to His sure keeping those who have died for 

their country in war; especially those who 80 years ago gave their lives in the Battle of 

Britain, those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure and all who have lived and 

died in the service of others. 

  

Almighty God, we offer you our thanks and praise for all who have died that we might live, 

especially those who fought in the air the  Battle of Britain whom we remember today, for 

all who endured pain that we might know joy, for all who suffered imprisonment that we 

might know freedom, for all who knew austerity that we might know plenty.  Grant us 

strength to fulfil the promises we have made this day, that the values for which they served 

and died might be the    values by which we live, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

‘Never in the field of human conflict has so much been owed by so many to so few’ 

  

The Last Post is Played 

  

We hold two minutes of silence of remembrance, reflection, and thankfulness.   

  

Revielle is Played 

  

RAFA DEDICATION     Mr Peter Hambley, Branch Chairman 

  

In friendship and in Service one to another, we are pledged to keep alive the memory of 

those of all Nations who died in the Royal Air Force and in the Air Forces of the 

Commonwealth.  In their name we give ourselves to this noble cause.    Proudly and 

thankfully we will remember them. 



We will remember them 

       

WREATHS WILL BE LAID  

  

Almighty and Eternal God, from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, either by death 

or life: hear our prayers and thanksgivings for all whom we remember this day; fulfil in them 

the purpose of your love, and bring us all with them, to your eternal joy through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God and each other; that we may help, 

encourage and comfort others, and support those working for the relief of the needy and 

for the peace and welfare of the nations 

  

(We say together) 

  

Lord God our Father, we pledge ourselves to serve you and all people.  In the 

cause of peace, for the relief of want and suffering, and for the praise of your 

name. 

Guide us by your Spirit  

Give us wisdom 

Give us courage 

Give us hope 

And keep us faithful now and always. Amen 

  

  

THE BLESSING 

  

God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; to the Church, the Queen, the 

Commonwealth and all mankind, peace and concord; and to us sinners, life everlasting.   

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you 

and remain with you always  

Amen 

  

NATIONAL ANTHEM 


