
Page 1

Private Prayer
in St.Thomas'

September
Saints

Newcastle
News

Totnes
Hidden Delights

The Newsletter of St.Giles’, Newcastle, with St.Thomas’, Butterton.
 www.stgilesnewcastle.org.uk

September 2020
On-Line editionParish 

News

Clergy: 
Rector: Revd Josh Penduck (01782) 620322

revpenduck@gmail.com
Revd  Peter Nisbeck 

Revd  Ann Taylor

Revd  Jean Walker 

Wardens: St.Giles’
Mrs. Christine Bailey
Mr. David Wildman 

St.Thomas’
For any enquiries, please contact 

our Parish Administrator.

Parish Administrator: Mrs. P. Richards
Email: office.stgilesnewcastle@gmail.com   or phone: 07592 035386

facebook.com/stgilesnewcastle

Open for
WORSHIP
(but not as 

we know it!)
Details inside



 Page 2

Our Rector,
Rev. Josh Penduck

writes...

The Book of Genesis can be divided into two 
sections. Part One (Chapters 1-11) is about 

the creation and flood. Part Two (Chapters 12-50) 
is the story of the family of Abraham: first Abraham 
himself, then Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. The stories 
of Abraham, Jacob and Joseph are well known. 
The story of Isaac less so. There is only one single 
chapter devoted to Isaac’s story (Chapter 26). It 
isn’t exactly interesting on one level. Isaac makes 
the same mistakes his father did (he pretended his 
wife was his sister to avoid being murdered). And 
then there is a fallout with the locals involving wells. 
It’s not the kind of story that keeps you on the edge 
of your seat, is it? Yet there is something about it 
which speaks to me in our current situation.

In his journeys throughout Canaan Abraham dug 
many wells, both for his family and the locals. In a 
hot country with little running water via streams, a 
well could be the difference between life and death. 
Humans need water. Herds of cattle and sheep 
need water. Crops need water. The well brings life. 
In building them, Abraham brought blessing and 
freedom. But once Abraham died, the Philistines 
blocked the wells up. We don’t know why. Perhaps it 
was out of spite? Perhaps it was a way of forcing the 
local people to be reliant on them alone? The Bible 
doesn’t tell us. What it does say is that the story of 
Isaac’s life is one in which he unblocks those wells 
again. It’s not exciting. It’s not edge-of-your-seat 
stuff. It’s quite dull. Quite humdrum. But it is vital. 
Because in doing so, Isaac brought life back to the 
local people. But Isaac doesn’t stop there. It’s not 
just about unblocking the old wells. He builds new 
ones as well. Of course, that led to a few conflicts 
with the locals who said they were their wells now. 
Isaac could have made a big fuss. He could have 
fought for ownership. But instead, he decided not 
to quarrel. He built more wells somewhere else. 

Boring stuff, maybe. But this slow and boring 
chapter gives an indication of what it means to be 
a Christian in the post-COVID period (not that the 
pandemic is over yet). We find ourselves remem-

bering the hard work of a previous (pre-COVID) 
era. The time when services were normal, when the 
rotas ticked along nicely, when we would all join for 
a coffee after church, when we didn’t think anything 
of packing hundreds of people inside our buildings, 
when children used to gather in All-Age Worship or 
midweek groups like Little Fishes and Rainbow, when 
the choir would gather at the pub after a rehearsal, 
when the coffee bar attracted people from all round 
town, when all the community groups used to use 
the hall, when we used to go out to the schools, the 
residential homes, and sheltered accommodation, 
when the finances were in sound shape. These were 
life-giving wells that had been dug over many years. 
And then suddenly, just like the Philistines, COVID 
comes along and blocks all our wells. All that was life 
giving suddenly taken away.

Now, like Isaac, we find ourselves unblocking the 
wells again. Trying to return to normal. We begin our 
services again on the 6th September in slightly altered 
form, but we can worship together safely again (don’t 
forget to read the instructions later in the magazine!). 
We’re working towards sharing communion together, 
bringing back community groups, working on our 
children’s ministry. Thank you to everyone for their 
generosity in giving last month – although the church 
finances are still not in great shape, it helped reverse 
a month’s loss. Returning back to normal is a long 
slog. After all, Rome wasn’t built in a day. And there 
is always the risk of another outbreak. But we are 
keeping our eyes on that goal of ‘normality’ – and I 
am dearly looking forward to seeing you all again!

But, like Isaac, the work doesn’t stop with unblock-
ing the old wells. There are new ones to build. The 
work of the Gospel always has new places that need 
its life-giving blessing. New people who need to en-
counter the love of Jesus. New ways of worshipping 
to help those people feel comfortable. New ways of 
connecting with the world around. And so, as we go 
into the final third of this very unusual and difficult 
year, let us take up the boring, but vital and life-giving 
work of Isaac: let’s unblock those blocked up wells. 
And let’s build some new ones. 

Come and join us!
see page 4
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For those with no internet access, a 
limited number of printed copies of 
Parish News are available. Please 
contact our Parish Administrator.

STAY IN TOUCH

Some observations out of the coronavirus crisis…
✱ Those who have found God in digital church may want to 
keep God there rather than discover transforming participation 
in the Body of Christ….  We need to find creative new ways 
of combining physical gathering with the virtual. - Canon 
Mark Collinson, Principal of the School of Mission Winchester 
Diocese.

✱ History books will inevitably tell the story of a virus that 
swept the world in 2020. But it is up to us what that story will 
look like. Either… the story of a virus that … showed up the 
weakness, selfishness and frailty of people… or how people 
responded with their best, how the virus was a medical but not 
a social tragedy.  – Canon Will Hughes, Vicar of Petersfield, 
Portsmouth Diocese.  

✱ I may make all things well, and I can make all things well, 
and I shall make all things well; and thou shalt see thyself that 
all manner of things shall be well. - Mother Julian of Norwich 
during the Black Death which had killed one third of the 
population of Norwich.

St.Giles' is open again for worship - be a part 
of it!  Sadly, it will be very different from what 

we have taken part in before the virus closed 
us, but book your place and come along - but 
please remember to bring your mask!

Welcome to our September issue. The 
month of 'Small Steps'. All age groups - 

school children upwards are being encouraged 
to venture out into a world that they thought they 
knew, but now seems very different.
This month sees St.Giles' taking its own 'Small 
Steps' and opening up for Services. This allows 
Parish News to make one 'Small Step' towards 
having its 'What's On' section back with a 'Why 
not  join us?' page. The Rector gave important 
details about attending Services last month and 
they are re-printed in this issue. 
Amongst other items, this issue also features 
the latest news from St.Thomas' at Butterton, a 
Psalm for the pandemic, two delicious recipes, 
some September Saints and one of the hidden 
delights of Totnes. The 'Newcastle News' 
feature includes details of how the Borough 
intends to spend a grant from the government 
and various other interesting items.
Once again a packed edition that I do hope you 
will enjoy reading. M.Pitstow
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PLEASE 
BRING A 

FACE MASK

PLEASE 
BRING A 

FACE MASK

Why not join us?           St.Thomas'
        Butterton
       Open for

      Private Prayer
    in September

              St.Giles'
              Open For
             Services
              in September

Come enjoy the tranquillity of 
our little 'Church in the Wood'. 

No need to book.
Open for 

Private Prayer
Sunday's

10.30am - 12 Noon
Ensure you wear a mask 

and maintain 2 metre social 
distancing when you come in.

Revised local or national regulations 
may close St.Thomas' for prayer.

●	 From September 6th we will have two services 
on a Sunday (9am and 11am), each with a maxi-
mum number of 30 people

●	 In order to attend, you will need to book. This can 
be done by contacting Penny Richards at either office.
stgilesnewcastle@gmail.com or 07592 035386 by 12pm 
the Friday before each Sunday service 

●	 Ensure you wear a mask and maintain 2 metre social 
distancing when you come in

●	 The first service will be on one side of the church, the second 
on the other. This is to ensure we can get as many people in 
the church as possible without it becoming unsafe. Please 
sit only where there is a green card on the pew

●	 Neither service is communion, although we are looking 
towards having a communion service at a later date 

●	 Although we will have music played, there can be no con-
gregational singing 

●	 We request that you remain seated throughout the service
●	 Children are welcome to come to services. However, we 

ask if they could remain with their households (as much 
as is possible!). We have many JAM Packs at the back 
of church (a children’s activity pack) which can easily be 
accessed when entering

●	 We are unable to offer refreshments. Please also wait till 
you are outside before you start chatting to everyone!

●	 We are not stopping our online services for the time being
●	 Revised local or national regulations may close St.Giles' for 

worship and Private Prayer. Depending on the R-rate (that’s 
the infection rate) in Newcastle-under-Lyme, we may 
need to cancel services without much notice. This is why 
it is best to book – we can easily let you know if there 
is a last-minute cancellation. 

Please 
remember
to book!

BOOK THE DATE!
St.Giles' Annual 

Parochial 
Church Meeting

7.30pm  Wednesday, 
October 28th.

in St.Giles' Church.

St.Thomas' Butterton
It is hoped that this meeting will 
in the same week - details later.
Further details of how to attend the 
meetings will be in our next issue.



Page 5

● If you would like to be linked in with 
our pastoral network, where members 
of the congregation keep in touch with 
you, please call the Rector, Revd Joshua 
Penduck, on 07795594612
● APCM: Our Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting is postponed  - See page 4
● Confirmation: If you are interested 
in being confirmed, or would like to be 
received into the Church of England, 
please speak to Revd Josh. 

STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPES 

FOR 2020/2021 
● Envelopes for the year from 7th June 
2020 are now at the back of the church 
arranged alphabetically by surname. 
Envelope numbers remain the same as 
last year. You can collect the new ones 
when St.Giles' is open on Sunday's and 
EITHER keep them at home until we 
are able to receive them safely, OR if 
you wish to, send your giving monies 
by cheque (payable to St.Giles PCC) 
to The Rectory, Seabridge Road, 
Newcastle, Staffs. ST5 2HS. Please 
include your giving envelope number with 
your cheque, for the records. 

Donations welcome
● Due to the closure of our buildings, 
we have lost a considerable amount 
of regular income and any financial 
donations would be most welcome and 
can also be sent to the above address.

Congratulations
●We offer our congratulations to our 
Church Warden, David Wildman and 
his wife Nona on the birth of their third 
grandchild - Martha Clara.

Prayer
● Please pray for those members of our 
congregation who are unwell or who have 
recently lost a loved one.

Bhsr &Phdbdr

It was so good to see the "WE ARE OPEN" notice on the church 
door (see above) on the 8th August. A BIG 'Thank you' to Rev 

Josh and Penny for organising the pews and directions in church, 
and guiding us through the opening procedure. David Cawthorn, 
in charge of music, has found suitable background compositions 
to create a contemplative atmosphere to help us with our private 
prayers
Our usual local gardeners have tided all-round so that the long drive 
looks more inviting.
 We will continue to open for "private prayer" from 10.30am to 12 
noon, in September and invite anyone who would like to sit and 
listen to the bird song from the surrounding trees. There is of course 
time for a chat with friends in the car park which is an added bonus.
We will continue to obey the government guidelines to keep 
everyone safe.

PAC

Please visit us in September,
for a truly quiet Butterton time.

The Butterton 
Bulletin
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There are few psalms as personal and real as Psalm 23. It records David’s 
experience of God as his Shepherd going through dark times. In the midst of the 

effects of a global pandemic, this psalm speaks to the fears that can overwhelm us.

He Knows Me: ‘The Lord is my shepherd…’ Just as a good shepherd knows every sheep 
in his flock, so God know each one of us intimately.

He Provides for Me: ‘He makes me lie down in green pastures…’ Just as the shepherd 
knows the needs of his sheep, so God will provide what we need in our lives and 
circumstances.

He Guides Me: ‘He guides me along the right paths…’ Just as the shepherd leads the 
sheep to the best pastures, so God provides the best for us, as we listen and follow Him.

He Protects Me: ‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley…’ Just as the sheep have 
no need to fear danger when following the shepherd, so we live knowing God’s presence 
and protection.

He Comforts Me: ‘your rod and your staff, they comfort me.’ As the shepherd’s rod defends 
the sheep, and the staff enables him to control the sheep, so God comforts us through His 
Word and discipline.

The final verses of the psalm (v5-6) offer the security of knowing that our lives are in His 
hands, even through death, as He leads us to the home we’ve been looking for all our 
lives.

Some years ago, a great actor was asked to recite Psalm 23, but asked one of the other 
guests to do the same. His remarkable rendition was followed by the other man, an older 
Christian speaking from the heart. Afterwards the actor said: ‘The difference between us is 
that I know the psalm, but he knows the shepherd.’

(Above image: Sheep at Butterton)                                             Canon Paul Hardingham 

Psalm 23 - 
a Psalm for the pandemic
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September 
Saints

September 1st is the Feast Day of St.Giles 
who's life story we have 

covered in a previous issue. 
This month we learn 

about four other 
lesser known 

September 
Saints.

1st September:
St. Protus and St. 

Hyacinth - victims of 
mindless violence

O n  t h i s ,  t h e  1 9 t h 
anniversary of the Twin 
Towers, we remember 
two innocent people 
who a lso  met  the i r 
death in the f lames 
of mindless violence. 
These were Roman 
martyrs mentioned in 
the 4th century list of 
martyrs. Hyacinth’s tomb 
was discovered in the 
cemetery of Basi l la, 
with his name and the 
date of his burial (11th 
September). Inside were 
charred bones, indicating 
d e a t h  b y  f i r e .  A n 
inscription by Damasus 
says Protus Hyacinth 
were  bro thers ,  and 
another ancient source 
called them ‘teachers of 
the Christian law’.  

9th September:
St. Peter Claver 

- compassion for 
slaves

Here is a saint for anyone 
with a social conscience. 
Claver was born in 1581 
near Barcelona at Verdu, 
and at 20 became a Jesuit. 
He went as a missionary to 
New Granada and worked 
to alleviate the terrible 
suffering of the slaves who 
arrived from West Africa, 
caged like animals. (It was 
said that you could smell 
the stench of a slave ship 
while it was still seven 
miles from shore.) Claver 
helped the poor wretches 
who survived long enough 
to reach dry land. He gave 
them food and medicine as 
well as spiritual comfort. 
He is said to have cared 
for and baptised 300,000 
slaves. What a difference 
one life can make to 
thousands of people!

15th September:
St Adam of Caithness - 

the way NOT to tithe
Adam attempted to enforce 
law and order, including 
canon law, and particularly 
the payment of tithes. The 
people sullenly obeyed 
most of his teaching about 
the law and order, but 
tithing was a subject on 
which they had passionate 
views!
The customary offering 
at this time was a span 
of butter to the clergy for 
every twenty cows that 
a person owned. Adam 
said this was not enough. 
He wanted more butter. 
He increased the tithe to 
one span for every fifteen 
cows. Then one span for 
every twelve cows. Then 
one span for every ten 
cows that a person owned.  
And so Adam managed to 
double his butter income.
The people soon revolted. 
One night they forced 
their way into his bishop’s 
house at Halkirke, and 
burnt him and his followers 
to death.  

 

Courtesy of Parish Pump
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The Covid-19 virus has caused many people 
to re-arrange or cancel their holidays plans 
for 2020. Geoffrey Lowson recalls his visit

to Devon last year.

No smell of rotten eggs
in Totnes!

Back in early August 2019, we had driven down from 
the North East in our Citroen 2CV, to our holiday in 

Devon. This particular evening, the rain had also arrived 
and we are told there is going to be a bad storm over 
the next couple of days. C’est la vie!
We are staying in a delightful little cabin (I am not allowed 
to say “shed”) with a wonderful panoramic view over the 
town of Totnes; the River Dart is down below; I can see 
the town centre with the towers of both of the Anglican 
churches clearly visible and the Morrison’s supermarket 
sign is twinkling reassuringly in the distance. I must say, 
the town is delightful - it has a high street with lovely 
independent shops and cafés and additionally, there 
are several places of interest to explore.
One of the hidden delights (and not well publicised) is an 
ancient holy well known as The Leechwell it is a C12th 
spring which, in times past, was said to have healing 
properties, including the cure of leprosy. Coincidentally, 
close by there was The Maudlin Leper Hospital which 
existed from the C12th until 1719.The whole thing is 
steeped in history and indeed, a bit of mystery!
The well is situated at the meeting of three lanes; it 
has three spouts of water feeding it; these feed three 
troughs and then a little further down the hill the same 
water feeds a triangular pool. If you visit Totnes do try 
to find it; in 2002 English Heritage recognised it as a 
very significant site and the sign at the well reads ‘it was 
believed that the water had healing qualities for snake 
bites, eyes, joints and skin diseases’. Remember the 
term ‘skin diseases’; I will come back to that!
One of my favourite stories in the Old Testament 
concerns the healing of Naaman who was a commander 
in the army of the King of Syria - he suffered from leprosy. 
You can find the story in 2 Kings 5, but in a nutshell, 
Naaman was told by the prophet Elisha that he could be 
cleansed of his leprosy by bathing in the River Jordan 
seven times. Naaman was understandably sceptical but 
eventually he did as he was instructed, and sure enough 

he was made well.
In the Bible and other literature of the time, leprosy 
sometimes meant the awful illness we now recognise as 
such, but it could be used as a sort of catch all word to 
cover other skin complaints. Perhaps Naaman suffered 
from psoriasis or another similar condition!
Some of the modern medicines used to treat skin 
complaints contain compounds which are derived from 
the chemical sulphur. And what do you find in the River 
Jordan where Naaman bathed? There are springs 
containing sulphur compounds and so Biblical scholars 
suggest that perhaps these chemicals cured Naaman 
of his ‘leprosy’. The number ‘seven’ in the Bible means 
wholeness or completeness and so Naaman bathed 
until he was whole again.
You may have come across a sulphur spring at some 
stage - they often smell of bad eggs which is the chemical 
Hydrogen Sulphide. There is no smell at The Leechwell 
but I have no reason to doubt that the stories of its 
healing properties are true.

The River Dart at Totnes

Close-up of the well, showing the springs (L-
R) Toad, Long Crippler and Snake open at the 
base of the far wall, filling the three rectangular 

basins in the floor.
This article was previously in 'The Sign' insert.
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Wordsearch 

The Church gives thanks 
for angels in September: 

the 29th is the feast day of 
Michael and All Angels. Since 
the days of Genesis, these 
messengers of God have 
been sent many times to 
intervene for the good in hu-
man affairs. Angels guarded 
the Garden of Eden, they led 
Lot away from Gomorrah, 
they helped Gideon, they 
stopped Balaam, they closed 
the mouths of lions for Daniel, 
and, most important, the arch-
angel Gabriel was sent to tell 
Mary that she would mother 
the Messiah. Angels sat in 
the empty tomb of Jesus, 
and told of His Resurrection. 
Revelation is teaming with 
angels, sent on all sorts of 
missions by God in the last 
times. Today, many Christians 
in the world’s hot spots report 
having had angels help them 
when in mortal danger. 

Find these words 
in the centre grid below.

Thanks
Angels
Church
Feast
Michael
Genesis
Messengers
God
Sent
Intervene
Garden
Eden
Lot

Take-a-Break

Smile-A-While

Answers on page 12

All
Balaam
Mouths
Lions
Daniel
Archangel
Gideon
Gabriel
Mary
Mother
Teaming
Revelation
danger The vicar checked the pews 

for 'Social Distancing'.
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In this series, we are re-printing 
recipes which have been donated to 

St.Giles' by members of its congrega-
tion over the years.
Three sources are being used. The 
1908 'Parish Church Book of Recipes', 
The 'St.Giles' 1926 Jubilee Bazaar 
Souvenir Recipe Book', and items 
donated to Marilyn Brammer in 2018.From the 

1908 'Book of Recipes'

Compote 
of Strawberries

Take a pint of freshly picked 
strawberries and put them 

in  a bowl. Pour over them a 
clear syrup which has been 
made by boiling a quarter pint 
of water with five ounces of 
sugar for ten minutes.
Cover the bowl containing 
the strawberries with a plate 
and let them stand for an hour 
or more. Drain off the syrup 
and boil it for a few minutes, 
skin and strain it over the 
strawberries, piled in the centre 
of a compote dish.
The flavour of this dish will be 
greatly improved if a wine-glass 
of red current juice is added to 
the syrup. When it is at hand, a 
glass of Maraschino may also 
be added to advantage.
For a superlative dish, the 
syrup may be set in ice until 
almost frozen and then poured 
over the fruit. The strawberries 
should be soaked for one hour.

A.H.J.A. Coulam

Donated in 2018

Lemon Chicken
1 medium sized chicken
2 chicken stock cubes
1 large lemon, cut in half
1 teaspoon of dried Tarragon
Salt & pepper
1 oz. melted butter

Put the stock cube inside the 
chicken. Place the lemon 

halves at each end of the chicken 
cavity with the cut sides inwards.
Place in a roasting tin, spread the 
bird all over withe butter. Sprinkle 
with Tarragon and pepper and 
salt.
Roast at 180 degrees C for 1.3/4 
hours, or until golden and the 
juices run clear when pierced 
with a knife.
The stock cubes dissolve and mix 
with the lemon and chicken juices.
Skim off the fat before serving the 
juices to make the gravy - with 
giblets (if you are luck enough to 
have them).
Really delicious

M.U. Member

Parish Pump's Nigel Beeton 
writes: “I have really enjoyed 
being out and about and seeing 
a bit of life coming back into 
the town… just to go out and 
see people, what a joy!”

The Lockdown Lifts
There’s life in the town! 
No longer ‘locked down’! 
The people stroll out in the sun 

The majestic trees
Sway in the light breeze 
Like they wanted to join in the fun!

Like light after dark! 
We can walk in the park!
Buy our tea, and sit out on the 
grass!
 
We can chat to our friends 
As our loneliness ends 
And we smile at the strangers we 
pass!

Yes there are still queues 
Which cease to amuse 
But things are no longer so black! 

As they sing in that song – 
You miss what is gone, 
But it’s great when at last it comes 
back!

By Nigel Beeton

Smile-A-While Extra
With students returning -
✱Essays - A second year student 
explaining to a first year student how 
to write essays:  “When you take stuff 
from one writer, it’s plagiarism, but when 
you take it from many writers, it’s called 
research.”
✱Off to uni? - Smith:  "So your son is at 
university?  How is he making it?"
Jones:  "He isn’t. I’m making it and he's 
spending it."
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Courtesy of the Newcastle Borough web-site, where further information can be found.

Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

Town Centre Million Pound Plans Revealed

More than £1 million is set to be spent in Newcastle before 
the end of the financial year on kick-starting regeneration 

and economic growth.
The ambitious plans for urban renewal, skills and enterprise 
infrastructure and connectivity will be fully funded by advanced 
payment allocations from the Government’s Towns Fund. 
Kidsgrove Town Board will receive £750k to support plans 
which focus on health and wellbeing and Newcastle will receive 
£1m. Part of the first ‘package’ in the plans, which all involve 
partnership working, the Zanzibar (Crystal ballroom) building 
will be demolished to allow Aspire, the new owners, to build 
housing on the site. The demolition cost is estimated at £500k 
and will help to get the larger project of the ground. The overall 
cost of the housing scheme is estimated at £15m.
The first package will also see part of Knutton’s Masterplan 
implemented, with the Newcastle Town Deal Board working 
closely with the North Staffordshire PCT (also known as NHS 
North Staffordshire) to advance plans for new housing and 
other community developments in the village.
In Newcastle’s town centre the former Pyke’s Jewellers 
shop, located in Lancaster Building, is to be re-purposed to 
help tackle unemployment issues, post Covid. The Borough 
Council, Staffordshire County Council, Jobcentre Plus and 
Aspire will come together to provide a centrally located 
employment and support service. This will be supported with 
£75k of the initial grant funding.
To improve access to the town centre for pedestrians the board 
will also use £145k to improve access across the ring road in 
Newcastle. This will involve enhancements to the subways, 
installation of CCTV in some of the more well-used ones, and 
the introduction of some new pedestrian crossings. Wi-Fi in 
Newcastle’s town centre will also be improved at a cost of £30k.
Newcastle is one of the 101 towns in England that have been 
selected for the Towns Fund scheme. It is hoped that allocation 
of the advanced payments and the resulting schemes will lead 
to further approval of final Town Deal Investment Plans, which 
could be up to £25million.
Town Deal Boards have until the end of October to submit 
their Town Investment Plans.

● PAVEMENT LICENCE  - Pubs and eateries 
in Newcastle borough looking to secure a 
‘pavement licence’ for tables and chairs outside 
their premises will not have to pay a fee – unlike 
businesses in other parts of Staffordshire.
The temporary licences, which will be valid for a 
year or until September 30 2021, will allow bars, 
restaurants, cafes and pubs to seat and serve 
customers outside to improve social distancing.

● WIDER FOOTPATHS - Staffordshire County 
Council has announced it is to do away with 
some parking bays in Bridge Street and High 
Street in Newcastle which will enable the 
footpath to be widened to help walkers and 
cyclists social distance. But traders say the 
move will send them out of business and are 
calling on the authority to have a rethink.  Jeff 
Plant, of Plant and Wilton Butchers in High 
Street, Newcastle, says Staffordshire County 
Council suspending parking bays will close his 
business.
David Williams, cabinet member for highways 
and transport at Staffordshire County Council, 
said: “These temporary improvements are all 
part of our wider plans to get more people 
walking and cycling for leisure and for getting 
to and from work, school or college."

●GREEN BIN - Newcastle has now re-started 
weekly collection of the green food bags which 
should be now placed in the small Green bin, 
put out with the other wheeled bins.

●SPEEDING - The Average Speed cameras 
on the A500 have now been turned on. 

●LAURA  ASHLEY - Their Newcastle High 
street shop has now closed.

Pepper Street closed for pub seating

More News on the next page...
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More 
Newcastle News

Ryecroft Covid-19
Testing Centre

●Residents and workers in Newcastle are 
being urged to book a Covid-19 test if they 
have symptoms of the virus, after a new 
walk through testing site opened on the 
Ryecroft carpark.
Anyone with symptoms, however mild, 
of a high temperature, new persistent 
cough or loss of taste or smell can book 
a test at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus   or by 
phoning 119.
Tests only take a minute and results should 
be available the next day.
Anyone testing positive for the virus will be 
contacted by NHS Test and Trace to help 
them track their contacts. This will help 
people to identify who they may have been 
in close contact with, protecting others from 
further transmission.
From 20th August, opening times for the 
Newcastle Local Testing Centre will be 8am 
to 8pm every day, including weekends. It is 
not known how long the testing station will 
be in place.

●GOODBYE ALAN WARD
The Alan Ward furniture showroom 
company (opposite Sainsbury's), has gone 
in to liquidation, but has been taken over by 
Cousins furniture warehouses.

Glorious Newcastle
Top: Grosvenor roundabout     Bottom: Queen's Gardens

Thanks to Laurie Bailey


