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Our Reader,
John Maddison
writes

t’s difficult to believe that it’s over
four months since our world was
turned upside down. Will it ever be
the same again? Will we be able to wander up and
down the aisles in a supermarket without worrying
about whether we’re going the right way, never mind
keeping socially distant. Will we be able to smile
meaningfully at staff and fellow shoppers instead
of being hidden behind a mask?
Will we ever be able to go to church like we used to
and join together in singing, praise and fellowship?
That still seems a receding hope for the moment.
So much for some of the negative aspects of
the current situation – but there have been some
somewhat surprising benefits.
Who would have dreamt of being able to share
in worship without having to go out in all weathers,
or be there early enough to find a parking space?
When we do return we’ll probably miss being able
to comment (via YouTube) as the service progresses!
Our thanks must really go to Aidan and Jane and
all those who have contributed to making this possible. Not only that but we have been able to share
in the artistic and other talents of so many church
members and friends.
What one of the major benefits for my wife and I
however has been the strengthening of our relationships with the neighbours.
Did you know that the word ‘neighbour’ occurs
over two hundred times in the bible? It ranges
from references in the Ten Commandments to the
Parable of the Good Samaritan to the Second of
the two Commandments that Jesus identified as
the greatest.
This change in our relationship with the neighbours
started in our street with the Clap for Carers on
Thursday nights. The ‘socially distanced’ interactions on the pavements developed into a ‘WhatsApp’
group on our phones and that gradually extended
to most of the Avenue’s residents.
It provided a vehicle for requests for help, offers
of unwanted items, several quizzes and an ongoing challenge primarily for the children in the street
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Briefly from the Editor....

elcome to our packed August issue which includes
details of how prayers and Services will be conducted
in our Churches as and when restrictions allow. This may
well all change, but we pray that it doesn't. M.P.

A

Our cover....

photograph taken from our church tower a couple
of years ago overlooking the Merrial Street area of
Newcastle. This area, including the now closed Civic
Offices and former Sainsbury's supermarket and car
park site, is the subject of a large re-development plan,
and has implications for other areas of the town. Details
of the proposed scheme are included in the 'Newcastle
News' section in this issue.

called “Hunt for Niall”.
Niall is a small garden gnome whose ‘guardian’
moves him from one front garden to another overnight.
The children then have to find him each morning and
report back via WhatsApp.
Whilst the children were off school it provided great
amusement. ‘The Adventures of Niall’ as he hid in
bushes, joined in garden games and even zip-wired in
a special carrier at one particular house all enhanced
the friendship between neighbours.
In the Parable of the Good Samaritan it isn’t the
priest and the Levite one would expect to be good
neighbours to the robbers’ victim who are, instead it
is the least expected character who takes on that role.
The lawyer who questioned Jesus recognised that
and I expect we all do too.
Nevertheless, do we still ‘pass by on the other side’
because we don’t want to get involved?
The restrictions and advice we’re subject to at the
moment seem to make that response a whole lot
easier, but we really mustn’t let that be the case.
We are the church wherever we are and that makes
us especially responsible to demonstrate that we are
truly good neighbours.
It’s certainly made us far more conscious of the
help and support we can give and receive if we just
open our eyes.
I hope and pray that that’s been the case for you
as well.
God bless.
John A Maddison
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From The Rector.....

Returning from Exile to
the Heart of Worship

O

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses in the Negeb. (Psalm 126.1-4)

n the 16th March, 597BC, King Nebuchadnezzar
destroyed the city of Jerusalem and its Temple, dragging the survivors into exile in Babylon. This historical
trauma is like a sinewy scar that can be seen throughout
the Scriptures. It was in Babylon that the great editors of
the Old Testament gathered together all the many sources
that constitute the first half of the Bible. They edited it
conscious that they were no longer in the Promised Land.
When such editors read through the story of Adam and Eve’s
exile from Eden, they could not help but be reminded of

their own current exile in Babylon. When they
wrote of Israel’s slavery in the foreign land of
Egypt, once more it hit home that they were
now away from their homeland. Yet under
Cyrus the Great, the new Persian conqueror
of Babylon, the people of Israel were allowed
to return home in the year 539BC. Psalm 126
was written a few years after this return. The
memory of that joy is palpable: God ‘restored’
their ‘fortunes’. They were like young dreamers
with mouths ‘filled with laughter’. There is the
cry, ‘The LORD has done great things for us.’
From the depths of sadness, joy has returned,
and it is God’s doing.
St Thomas' is imitating
St Giles' in opening for
private prayer from 9th August, from 10.30am-12pm.
A similar process will happen at St Thomas
as at St Giles, so we encourage you to read
the instructions for St Giles (found in July’s
magazine edition, the website, and on Facebook). In short, wear a mask, sit only where
there is a green card on a pew, and follow the
one-way system. We are also pleased to say
that St Giles is opening for services from 6th
September. In some ways, all this reminds
me of the Israelite’s great return from exile.
Though it hasn’t exactly been sixty years since
we left, it can feel like it at times. For these
have been traumatic months. Some have had
access to our online services. Many have not.
From September onwards, we will be able to
gather together in St Giles at least to worship
God. Yet this has been a time of great loss.
Prayer
restrictions

On Friday 24th July
another beloved member
of our congregation, Beryl
Bentley, who for many
years was PCC Secretary of St Giles, has
gone to be with the Lord. Her funeral will be
on Thursday 6th August, 11.20am at Bradwell
Crematorium. Please keep Beryl’s family in
your prayers.
Psalm 126 was not written immediately at
the return from exile. For even in this jubilant
Psalm, there is a palpable sense of disappointBeryl
Bentley

Continued on the next page...
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ment too. ‘Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in
the Negeb’ the Psalmist writes. This Psalm had been written after
the excitement had died down, when the mundane and traumatic
reality has begun to hit home. The exile may be over but things hadn’t
gone back to how they used to be. The Temple is still destroyed. The
walls of Jerusalem have still fallen. The nation is a mere shadow of
its former self. Even when the Temple and the walls were rebuilt by
Nehemiah there is disappointment. “But many of the older priests
and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple,
wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid,
while many others shouted for joy. No one could distinguish the
sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the
people made so much noise. And the sound was heard far away”
(Ezra 3.12-13).
When we return to services at St Giles'
Service
restrictions (6th September), and later at St Thomas,
things will not be as they formerly were:
● We will have two services on a Sunday
(9am and 11am), each with a maximum
number of 30 people
● In order to attend, you will need to book. This can be done
by contacting Penny Richards at either office.stgilesnewcastle@
gmail.com or 07592 035386 by 12pm the Friday before each
Sunday service
● Ensure you wear a mask and maintain 2 metre social distancing when you come
● The first service will be on one side of the church, the second
on the other. This is to ensure we can get as many people in
the church as possible without it becoming unsafe. Please sit
only where there is a green card on the pew
● Neither service is communion, although we are looking towards having a communion service at a later date
● Although we will have music played, there can be no congregational singing
● We request that you remain seated throughout the service
● Children are welcome to come to services. However, we ask
if they could remain with their households (as much as is
possible!). We have many JAM Packs at the back of church
(a children’s activity pack) which can easily be accessed
when entering
● We are unable to offer refreshments. Please also wait till you
are outside before you start chatting to everyone!
● We are not stopping our online services for the time being
● Depending on the R-rate (that’s the infection rate) in Newcastle-under-Lyme, we may need to cancel services without
much notice. This is why it is best to book – we can easily
let you know if there is a last-minute cancellation.
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As I say: things will be different.
Worship without singing, communion
and normal fellowship will be unusual,
to say the least. Like in Ezra, whereas
some may shout for joy, others may
feel like weeping because things are
not as they used to be.
The exile of Israel into Babylon was
traumatic. It changed everything. But
the exile was also an opportunity for
renewal. That which was superfluous
was stripped away. The bare essentials were left. They returned home
to discover the heart of worship. The
people entered Babylon as Israelites.
They returned home as Jews. As previously mentioned, it was in Babylon
that the Old Testament truly began
to take shape. It was in Babylon that
study of the Law became a spiritual
discipline. It was in Babylon that the
Jewish people discovered ways of
worshipping God which didn’t involve
animal sacrifices made in the Temple
– the invention of the synagogue. We
Christians have inherited such a rich
tradition alongside our Jewish cousins.
We study the Scriptures that were
nurtured in Babylon; we worship in
churches, not distant Temples in Jerusalem. Exile in Babylon allowed the
Jewish people to focus on what really
mattered to God, and we Christians
have followed after them. Because
of that renewal in Babylon, Judaism
and afterwards Christianity became
global religions. God used the trauma
of exile to transform not just the Israelite people, but the whole world.
What’s more, through Jesus Christ,
the exile laid the groundwork for the
transformation of the whole cosmos.
Who knows how God will use this
time to bring about the transformation he desires? We must learn to
worship without singing. We must
learn to worship without communion.
Continued on the next page...

We must learn to worship without the
normal forms of fellowship with one
another. I’m reminded of a Christian
song from the 90s by Matt Redman.
Here are the lyrics:
When the music fades
All is stripped away
And I simply come
Longing just to bring
Something that’s of worth
That will bless Your heart
I’ll bring You more than a song, for a song in
itself
Is not what You have required
You search much deeper within through the
way things appear
You’re looking into my heart
I’m coming back to the heart of worship
And it’s all about You, all about You, Jesus
I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it
When it’s all about You, all about You, Jesus.

In the song, this songwriter admits
that the music in church is just a
means to an end – the end is to bring
our hearts to Jesus. The communion
is when Jesus offers us his very self –
but we must offer ourselves to receive
of him too. The fellowship we have
with one another is but an expression
of a deeper fellowship – the fellowship
which each of us shares with Jesus.
The Scriptures are very clear that if
we make our worship about anything
other than God, then it’s idolatry. That
means were not worshipping Jesus
Christ. We’re worshipping a god of
our own making, a false god, a god
which does not have our best interests
at its heart. Ultimately what we do in
church is not about us. It’s not about
how it makes us feel. It’s not even
about how it makes other people feel.
It’s all about Jesus. When we return
in September, amidst the recognition
that things are not how they used to
be, let us use it as an opportunity to
return to the heart of worship. For
it is there that true renewal comes.
Rev'd. Josh.

Bhsr &Phdbdr
● If you would like to be linked in with our pastoral network, where
members of the congregation keep in touch with you, please call
the Rector, Revd Joshua Penduck, on 07795594612
● APCM: Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting is postponed until
October 2020.
● Confirmation: If you are interested in being confirmed, or would
like to be received into the Church of England, please speak to
Revd Josh.
STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPES FOR 2020/2021
● Envelopes for the year from 7th June 2020 are now at the back

of the church arranged alphabetically by surname.
Envelope numbers remain the same as last year. You can collect
the new ones when St.Giles' is open on Sunday's and EITHER
keep them at home until we are able to receive them safely, OR if
you wish to, send your giving
monies by cheque (payable to
St.Giles PCC) to The Rectory,
Seabridge Road, Newcastle,
Staffs. ST5 2HS. Please
STAY IN TOUCH
include your giving envelope
Visit our website:number with your cheque, for
http://www.stgilesnewcastle.org.uk/
the records.
for links to -

● Due to the closure of

our buildings, we have lost
a considerable amount of
regular income and any
financial donations would be
most welcome and can also
be sent to the above address.

Parish News (on-line edition)
Youtube (Service videos)
Facebook page
Facebook Families page
For those with no internet access, a
limited number of printed copies of
Parish News are available. Please
contact our Parish Administrator.

By
Wendy Burke

I

’m sorry to have to report that another of our branch
members has sadly passed away. Jean Pickin passed
away in June. She was a member of St.Paul’s Mothers
Union until the branch closed, when she joined our St.Giles
branch. About three years ago, Jean and her husband Bill
moved down south to Wantage to be closer to her daughter
and grandchildren. Sadly, during the present pandemic,
both of them caught Covid-19 and due to underlining health
problems, Jean passed away, but her husband, although
suffering from slight dementia, thankfully recovered. We ask
you to remember him and her family in your prayers. Her
funeral took place on July 31st.
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A holiday may be difficult
this year this year with all
the worries and regulations
caused by Covid-19, but at
least we can recall some
from the past.

A few days away

Adapted from an article by Geoffrey Lowson (The Sign)

P

eople take holidays at all times of the year these
days, but traditionally one tends to think of the
holiday season slowing down towards the end of
August. Children will be soon returning to school (virus
permitting), and the days will be getting shorter. This
year, Covid-19 will have affected all of our holiday plans,
perhaps even making us cancel them altogether.

These staggered weeks in the industrial areas were
known as Wakes Weeks and were held very dear by
residents of the said towns. It is interesting that as
well as holiday having its origins in Holy Day, the word
Wakes also had religious roots. It was from an old
English word ‘weacan’ which denoted a vigil before
a church festival day. Over the centuries, the word
became more generally associated with the festivities
themselves. Holidays as we think of them, would be
unknown to the people of the Bible but that is not to say
that they did not take time off – the Law commanded
them to observe various religious festivals; Leviticus
Chapter 23 gives a comprehensive list!
But a final thought. One of the things I have always
enjoyed is time away visiting relatives or friends –
wonderful little holidays in themselves. There is that
beautiful story in Luke (Ch 1) which tells of Mary - upon
hearing she was to have a baby - going to have a little
break with her cousin Elizabeth. It is a very human story
and it must have happened in all families, as it does
now. Perhaps they did have holidays of sorts after all.

We tend to take our annual holiday for granted, but in fact
this became a reality for everyone only about 150 years
ago. Prior to that, the only breaks were Holy Days - days
set aside by the church for religious observance. For
Christians in this country, because of our history, many
Holy Days have become holidays anyway - Christmas,
Easter, Good Friday and so on. I recall that at my primary
school, Ascension Day was a day off too.
People of other faiths have their own Holy Days. The
notion of an annual holidays for everyone began within
industry in the 1840s; the mills of Lancashire would be
a good example. Each year the mill owners needed to
service the machinery and so they closed the factory for
a week and the workers were given time off – unpaid at
first, but that was corrected in 1906 when each worker
was guaranteed 12 days holiday, which included Bank
Holidays. The 12 days increased to 15 in 1915. All the
towns in Lancashire took a different week off and so from
June to September each week saw one town on holiday.
The second half of the 1800s coincided with the growth
of the railways and so people would take the train
to the seaside – hence the development of seaside
resorts such as Blackpool and Scarborough. I have fond
childhood memories of family summer holiday weeks in
both of those resorts and at Whitley Bay.
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Lord of the mountains
You, O God, are the Lord of the mountains and the
valleys. As I travel over mountains and through valleys,
I am beneath your feet. You surround me with every
kind of creature… Open my eyes to see their beauty,
that I may perceive them as the work of your hands…
Tonight, I will sleep beneath your feet, O Lord of the
mountains and valleys, ruler of the trees and vines. I
will rest in your love, with you protecting me as a father
protects his children, with you watching over me as a
mother watches over her children. Then tomorrow the
sun will rise and I will not know where I am; but I know
that you will guide my footsteps.
A prayer of the Sioux Indians (Parish Pump)

Academy Activities

St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy

As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be
Tel: 01782 91764 www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon)

As we near the end of the academic year,
we have been busy preparing for September.
Our Year 6 children are now all ready to move
onto their new high school and, on Wednesday
15th July, we managed to arrange an afternoon
of celebrations to say goodbye.
As part of this, we presented some end of
year awards and we would like to congratulate

those children for being chosen.

Amazing Achiever: Morta
Impressive Improver: Kacper and Layton
Sporting Superstar: Connor and Enya
Lifelong Learner: Rizvitha
The Agape Cup: Addasai-Boe

Class of 2020

Plus
Mo, Connor, Sadik, Zac,
Layton P, Layton W,
Hollie, Megan, Kaheesha,
Kacper and Lewis

We are incredible proud of all our Year 6
children and wish them every success for
the future!

We currently have spaces in our nursery unit where we are able to take children a term
after they turn 3. Both full-time and part-time places are available. Please contact the school
bursar@stgg.org.uk or ring 01782 917640 for more information.
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The April 2020 edition of Parish News was the
first time we went 'on-line'. The changeover
was unexpected and caused a few problems,
especially with those readers who we normally
sent printed copies to by post. One such
recipient was the Diocesan Sound Digest who
contacted us to find out what had happened
and how they could obtain subsequent issues.
This made us ask the question - What actually
is the Diocesan Sound Digest?

The Diocesan Digest Sound
Magazine of Lichfield Cathedral

T

he Diocesan Digest was founded in 1989. It is the
Sound Magazine for our Cathedral and the Diocese.
It is produced and run by volunteers and is a registered
charity.

Objectives

The objective of the Diocesan Digest is to relieve the
blind, or the partially-sighted, or those labouring under
some temporary or permanent incapacity or disability
which makes reading a strain, by the provision of a
regular monthly edition on a memory stick, on line and
on Facebook.

Principles of the Diocesan Digest

The principles of the Digest are to involve members
of the community of Lichfield Cathedral in providing a
service and, by so doing, encourage among listeners
and participants, the fellowship and caring attitudes of a
Christian community. To share with listeners, thoughts,
news and events occurring mainly within the Diocese,
and certain issues relating to national and international
Christian thoughts and activities.

History of the “Diocesan Digest”
Sound Magazine
In the Spring of 1988, the Director General
of the BBC opened the BBC Radio Stoke
studio in The Close of Lichfield Cathedral. It
was in regular use by many organisations,
giving a direct link into local and national
radio. Shortly after the opening, the Dean
Emeritus, The Very Revd. John Harley Lang
approached Cliff Vawda, a regular member
of the congregation who was blind, with an
idea to form a unique sound magazine for
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the visually impaired in the Diocese. This idea grew,
and in March of 1989 the Diocesan Communication’s
Officer, Robert Ellis ran an informal weekend training
session. It was so successful that some dozen members
of the congregation set about making the first pilot tape.
At this early stage the talents started to appear among
the volunteers, and the Diocesan Digest was formed.
The group set up a formal constitution in July 1989 and
sent out the very first edition in September 1989 to thirtynine visually impaired people throughout the Diocese.
It doubled in distribution within the first five months and
had reached over 440 recipients within a few years. The
tapes were issued monthly, free of charge to the visually
impaired within the Lichfield Diocese.
The Diocesan Digest was officially registered as a
Charity by the Charity Commission on 11th June 1990
under Registration Number 702995, having previously
already registered with Staffordshire County Council
on 16th January 1990 in accordance with the National
Assistance Act 1948. Page 2 of 2 Last updated June
2019
In September 1992, the Diocesan Digest moved into its
new own studio for copying and recording. The extensive
internal refurbishment of the building and new equipment
was entirely funded by the Digest from an appeal and
from successful fund-raising events.
In December 1997, the ONE HUNDREDTH edition of
the Sound Magazine was recorded and distributed.
The Sound magazine progress over the next 10 years
with dropping numbers to around 200 members as fewer
people became blind due to improved medical services.
In 2007 the sound magazine introduced the use of
memory sticks and over the next 3 years changed over
the majority of the listeners to this method of listening.
We continue today with a few who have the tapes but
do not offer tapes to new listeners.
In 2014 the Sound Magazine celebrated
25 years of recordings.
In 2015 we introduced online listening
and now provide the monthly addition
online and via face book.
The memory stick numbers are reducing,
and the online numbers are increasing.
Today we compete with many more
facilities provided for blind or partially
sighted people and fewer who are
Continued on the next page...

Diocesan Digest continued...

Christian or interested in the mainly Christian
content we offer.
We work closely with Volunteer Staffordshire
and the Diocese to advertise the magazine.
The sound magazine has listeners mainly in
this country but also around the world now
that we are online. The Magazine today has
about 30 volunteers and produces an edition
every month.

Covid changes

The memory sticks are sent out using Articles for
the Blind which is a free postal service and then
returned to us at St. Mary’s House, the Diocesan
offices, in their red pouches by reversing the label.
At the moment due to the virus we can only collect
them once a month which is making it difficult. We
collect the pouches and disinfect everything before
reusing them. We are recording at home on Zoom
or Facebook or Tascam and then it’s sent to the
compiler who puts it together using a program called
audacity. We have a recording studio in the Cathedral
Close but of course we can’t use it at the moment.
We can also supply players to recipients which are
quite small and simple to use however we couldn’t
do that at the moment due to the virus!

I

Funding

The Dean and Chapter kindly contributed
an initial small grant to start the association.
Now, the Diocesan Digest is entirely funded
by donations and fund raising activities
organised by the management committee.
It has received grants from the Central TV
Telethon Trust, the Police Charities, the
Conduit Lands Trust, We Love Lichfield
and others. It is a worthwhile organisation
and any help is greatly appreciated. A
major benefactor to the Digest has been the St.John’s
Hospital Trustees of Lichfield, who gave a significant
contribution towards the purchase in December 1990 of
the Association’s own quality tape copying equipment.
We rely wholly on donations and raising fund through
events.
Currently the Digest costs about £1,750 per year to
operate, that includes purchase of sticks, wallets,
insurance, electricity etc., so if you want to help with
this wonderful voluntary work for the visually impaired,
then please send your donation to: The Honorary Treasurer DDSM, Diocesan Digest, St.
Mary’s House, The Close, LICHFIELD, Staffordshire,
WS13 7LD.
The Editor thanks Margaret Harding
for her assistance with this article.

Do You Know Someone
Who is Visually Impaired?

f you do know someone who is registered visually
impaired, and who you think might benefit from our
services, then call the Sound Magazine at St. Mary’s
House, Lichfield on 01543 306 030 or 07986 954
859 . (Subject to virus restrictions).
To assist our distribution through the Post Office free
postal service, it would help us if you could give us
the full name and address, including the post code,
plus a contact telephone number - thank you. NOTE:
It is now available to anyone who is unable to read
or house bound for whatever reason.
If you would like to receive the Diocesan Digest,
please contact us:

Email: soundmag@lichfield-cathedral.org

www.facebook.com/diocesandigest

“Cast your burden
on the LORD, and
he will sustain you;
he will never permit
the righteous to be
moved.”
Psalm 55:22

✱ All those who are suffering from the Covid-19 virus.
✱ Everyone working in the N.H.S.
✱ Everyone working in the Emergency Services.
✱ All those who have found themselves un-employed.
✱ All those who have lost loved ones.
✱ All those working in the Armed Forces.
✱ All those in Care Homes.
✱ All those who feel very alone, scared and depressed.
✱ All the leaders of our country.
✱ All the clergy during these difficult times.
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Take-a-Break
I

n this series, we are re-printing
recipes which have been donated to St.Giles' by members of
its congregation over the years.
This one is from 'St.Giles' 1926
Jubilee Bazaar Souvenir Recipe
Book',
COCOANUT BISCUITS
6 ozs cocoanut, 3 eggs,
6 ozs castor sugar.
METHOD: Whisk the eggs
well, adding the sugar &
cocoanut by degrees to
make a paste. Shape and
place on a greased tin.
Bake until a light brown.
Mrs. W.Smith, Longton.

Smile-A-While

A Transfiguration Wordsearch

The Transfiguration of Jesus, when His disciples were given just a glimpse
of His future glory (Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9).
Transfiguration; mountain;
Tabor; Hermon; Caesarea;
Philippi; high; shine; face;
cloud; Jesus; transformed;
white; dazzling; Elijah;
Moses; dwelling; mankind;
Law; Prophets; Peter;
James; John; fear; glory.

Answers on page 12

Page 10

As the Service began,
the Churchwarden began
to think that his 'socialdistancing' calculations
were slightly incorrect.

Newcastle News

Castle House tel: 01782 717717
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news

T

Newcastle Council bids to
transform town centre with
Ryecroft area development

he Borough Council has reached a landmark in its
bid to attract significant funding to change the shape
of Newcastle’s town centre.
In August 2019, the Council was invited to progress
to Phase Two of the Future High Street Fund bidding
process and awarded funding to build a business case
outlining key aspirations for the town. The submission
bid could bring in up to £25 million for town centre
regeneration.

Complementing an improving offer from the
street market by creating a community
event space in the heart of the town.
The Leader of the Council, Simon Tagg, said:
“The centre piece of our bid is the long awaited
redevelopment of the Ryecroft which includes
demolishing the old Civic Offices and using the
whole of the site for employment and residential
opportunities.
******

Below: The proposed details and artist’s
impressions of the former Sainsbury's / Civic
offices site development. St.Giles is top right.
The road bottom right is Liverpool Road and
the road at the bottom is the Ring Road.
1) Retirement living /Office/Cafe/ Public outdoor
space.

The Council’s Cabinet will now be asked to endorse the
key elements of the bid, which include:

2) Residential blocks with option for flexible
community business space. (Medium density).

The redevelopment of the Ryecroft site as a key
strategic anchor for the town, using the site for a
mix of employment and residential uses, a new
multi-storey car park, new public space and more
direct pedestrian and cycle connections to the
residential areas at the North of the town centre.
The creation of a series of linked plazas and
public spaces with attractive pedestrian routes.
A development opportunity to replace the ageing
Midway multi-storey car park with residential units.

3) Car park - 4 split levels (400 spaces) with flexible
community/business space on ground floor, (facing
Corporation Street). (Replaces Midway carpark).
4 A & 4B) Two buildings replacing the present Astley
Walk arcade. (Merrial Street - Ironmarket)
2 x 4 storey buildings - 3 floors residential apartments.
Ground floor business/retail. Green space between
the buildings with walkway through to Ironmarket.

4A+B

1
2

3

Courtesy of the Newcastle Borough web-site, where further information about the scheme is available.
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A Greener Churchyard

Although being 'off limits', our 'Green Team', had ensured
that the St.Giles Churchyard had plenty of colour during
late June when Laurie Bailey took these pictures.

Growing
Greener

Smile-A-While Extra
During these difficult times,
some lines to give us a smile.
What am I? - A teacher gave her young class a

lesson on Zoom on the magnet and what it does.
The next day in a short test, she included this
question: "My full name has six letters. The first
one is M. I am strong and attractive. I pick up lots of
things. What am I?"
When the answers were sent in, the teacher was
astonished to find that more than half her students
had answered the question with the word: "Mother."

Take-a-Break Answers

Keep your
distance!

I never thought
the comment, "I
wouldn't touch you
with a six-foot pole"
would become
national policy, but
here we are!
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Due to possible changes with virus regulations, the
September edition may be slightly delayed.

