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The Rector,
Rev'd Josh writes What is the Church?

W

hat is ‘the church’? For
many people in the UK, if you say the
word ‘church’, they think of an old and cold
stone building with a tower or spire with a small
group of people shivering away within its grey
walls. In America, they may think of somewhere
like my sister’s church – a huge arena with
strobe lighting and smoke machines seating
up to 10,000 people a week. Once again, the
church is the building. But in many parts of
China – the part of the world where Christianity
is rapidly growing day by day (from 10 million
Christians in 1950 to an estimated 100 million+
today) – ‘the church’ is not a building. Instead,
Christians often secretly meet in one another’s
houses. When they can’t meet in a home, they
will meet outside, in a field or a wood. This is
because Christianity was illegal for most of
its modern history in China. ‘The church’ is
the gathering of the people, not the building.
This is far closer to the reality of the early
church than we are. The Greek word for ‘church’
used in the New Testament – ecclesia, where
we get our word ‘ecclesiastical’ – technically
translates as ‘assembly’. When Martin Luther,
the great German Reformer, was translating
the first ever German edition of the Bible, he
considered using the word ‘congregation’ instead of ‘church’ to make this very point. One
wonders how history would have changed had
he followed through with his instinct. By this
Luther meant that ‘the church’ is the people
who gather or congregate around the person
of Jesus Christ. The 39 Articles, which was
the Church of England’s belief statement in
the 16th Century through to the present day,
follow after Luther in defining the church as
‘a congregation of faithful men, in which the
pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ’s
ordinance in all those things that of necessity
are requisite to the same’ (Art. XIX). Nothing
about a building there: just Jesus, the preachPage 2

ing of the Scriptures, and the sacraments.
We are in a similar position today, are we not? We cannot
gather in a church building to worship. Many of us gather
‘online’ for our weekly YouTube services. We are still a
congregation in which the ‘pure Word of God is preached’
(hopefully!), even if we must sacrifice our receiving of the
sacrament for the time being. It is a delight to see people
writing ‘Good morning’ to one another on YouTube as the
video ticks down to its premier each week. Phones, the
internet, letters, are still a way in which we can share in
fellowship with one another. What the lockdown has reminded us is that ‘the church’ is not the building – it is the
people. We are the church. We are the people who gather
around our Lord Jesus Christ. As the Chinese Christians
learnt over the last few decades, you can have a church
without a church building.
However, many people are unable to join our online worship. Others are somewhat cut-off in other ways. We miss
being able to ‘gather together’ in a single building. Indeed,
despite everything I say about ‘the church’ originally not
meaning a building but rather the gathering of people together in Christ’s name, we do miss our precious buildings
at St Giles and St Thomas. It is a place resonant with prayer,
with worship, with special memories, with friendship. This
reminds us that though you can have a church without a
church building, the building symbolises everything that
happens within it. The kind of building we use indicates
that what happens inside it is important. An ugly disposable building implies that what goes on inside is ugly and
disposable. A beautiful and grand building implies that the
goings on within are beautiful and grand.
This means that our beautiful buildings are not easily
dispensable for what we do. It means that it is important
for Christians to gather in such places. But how to go about
gathering in a single building in a pandemic? How do we
make St Giles and St Thomas safe? COVID-19 can linger
on surfaces for 72 hours. This means we have to consider
either continuous cleaning of the church, or a gap of 72
hours between usage.
The philosopher Karl Popper said that the problem with
implementing big ideas is that if you make a mistake, it’s
a big mistake. And a big mistake requires a big correction.
Instead, start with small ideas and you’ll make smaller mistakes which are easier to rectify. Perhaps without knowing
it, the PCC agreed with Popper. After a lengthy conversation, we decided to open the church for private prayer on
each Sunday from 12th July onwards, and for funerals on a
Continued on the next page...
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The Rector continues....
Wednesday or Thursday in the subsequent week. Following
a planning meeting, in which we were advised by Dr Naomi
Forrester-Soto of Keele University, the following steps for
Sunday private prayer have been made:
• St Giles will be open for private prayer on Sundays
from the 12th July between 12-3pm. As we are starting
off ‘small’, we will not be opening St Thomas until we
are sure that the steps St Giles takes are safe.
• There will be a limit to how many spaces are available.
We will only be able to have 30 ‘households’ sitting in
the church in one day. By household, we mean all those
who live in a single home (which could be 1 person or
more).
• We will only allow seven households to be present in the
church at one time. This may mean that you may need
to queue outside. If needed, a chair can be requested
whilst queuing.
• Please keep to no more than 20 minutes prayer within
the church building. Although we hate to ‘put a limit’ on
people’s time to be with God, this is to ensure that as
many people within that time can visit. Please don’t be
offended if one of the stewards asks you to leave after
the 20 minutes are up.

• Please enter the church through the usual
‘North door’ (the car park side). Afterwards,
you can leave via the church hall through
the 'South door' (the garden side). There
will be arrows within the church indicating
where to walk. There will also be areas
within the church that are tapered off.
• When you sit down in the church for private
prayer, please sit only where you see a
green marker. Do not sit in any other part
of the pew. When you leave, please take
the green marker with you and put it in
the indicated box when exiting. This will
indicate to the next person that they cannot sit in that space.
• Please maintain social distancing of 2
metres within the church. It is understandable that you may like to chat with friends
if you see them, but we respectfully ask
you do so outside. This maintains a peaceful atmosphere for those desiring to pray
within the church building.
• We understand that for many people,
lighting a candle is a deep part of their
spirituality. However, due to the complexities involved at this stage, we are unable
to offer this form of spiritual support. If you
wish to light a candle, it is recommended
to light one at home after your visit, or
alternative you can light an online candle
at the following website: https://www.
churchofengland.org/our-faith/light-candle
• If you have a disabled badge or struggle
to walk long distances, please feel free
to park in the churchyard. Otherwise, we
respectfully ask you to park in another
car park in town. This is to ensure that
there is as much space in the churchyard
as possible.
• The church toilets will not be available
during your visit to the church. This is because they are small rooms without easy
ventilation, in which the virus can easily
linger on surfaces.
• If you show any symptoms of COVID-19
(a high temperature, a new continuous
cough, a loss or change to your sense of
smell or taste), PLEASE STAY AT HOME.
Continued on the next page...
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The Rector continues....

Once we feel confident with these
steps, the PCC will discuss further
measures of opening St Thomas and
services. In the event of a second
outbreak or localised lockdown, we
may need to close the church again,
depending on government and Church
of England advice. We recognise that
this is a provisional situation.
The Church is its people. The building
is a special place where the church gathers. Because it is so special, it requires
much management – both practically
and financially. As such, I am especially
grateful to John Maddison for being treasurer since 2017. Originally, John was
going to ‘stand in the breach’ for a month
or two. Three years later, he has finally
been able to deservedly retire. My thanks
go to John for the care he has taken over
the finances in these past three years
in often difficult circumstances. On the
23rd June, the PCC offered its thanks
to John, and voted in a new treasurer,
Hannah Mead. The next few weeks will
be a transitional period. We have also
voted in a new PCC Secretary, Carol
Stimpson. We are grateful to both Hannah and Carol for volunteering to be in
these important roles and I look forward
to working with them in the coming years.
If the Church is its people, as long as
there are people, it is always ‘open’.
Therefore, keep one another in your
prayers over the coming months. And
please keep the PCC, the Ministry
Team, the music team, and myself in
your prayers also, as we will be making
some difficult decisions over the coming
months. The joy in all this is remembering that if the church is the assembly of
those gathered around Jesus Christ,
he is a firm rock which can never be
shaken. When we gather around him,
we can know that ‘the gates of hell will
not prevail’.
With much love and blessings,
Revd Josh Penduck
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A Note from the Editor

ike our 'normal' lives, Parish News is having to adapt to the
ever changing world of easing out of the Covid-19 lockdown
restrictions. Rector Josh and his team have worked tirelessly to
get us to a position which allows us to open St.Giles for 'Private
Prayer' and funerals subject to all the (current) regulations. His
very comprehensive report gives us all the details.
That report has meant a few changes to our regular monthly
format, but as usual we also have a wide variety of articles which
I do hope you will enjoy reading.
M.Pitstow

Bhsr & Phdbdr
●Janet Iwanicki reports that St. Giles donated £346 to the Christian

Aid walk. Due to the 'lock down' the event at Tittesworth had to be
cancelled but our 'walkers' did find ways of taking part within the
rules. Our thanks to Enid King for organising the collection of the
money and to all the 'walkers' (two and four legged) and especially
to all those who gave so generously.

●Anne Ward would like to thank everyone who has sent cards and

flowers. They have been warmly received.

●APCM: Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting is postponed until
October 2020.
●Confirmation Service: There will be a Deanery Confirmation

service at St Giles at some-time. If you are interested in being confirmed, or would like to be received into the Church of England,
please speak to Revd Josh.
STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPES FOR 2020/2021

●Envelopes for the year from 7th June 2020 are now at the back of

the church in readiness for a general return to the building, arranged
alpha-betically by surname.
Envelope numbers remain
the same as last year.
Please continue to put
your collection into existing
STAY IN TOUCH
envelopes until you can
collect the new ones, and
Visit our website:http://www.stgilesnewcastle.org.uk/
EITHER keep them at home
for links to until we are able to receive
Parish
News
(on-line edition)
them safely, OR if you wish to,
Youtube (Service videos)
send your giving monies by
Facebook page
cheque (payable to St.Giles
Facebook Families page
PCC) to the Rectory. Please For those with no internet access, a
include your giving envelope limited number of printed copies of
Parish News are available. Please
number with your cheque,
contact our Parish Administrator.
for the records.

F

Hitting the right note!

or many years now, St Giles' has used the Raemoir
Communion, composed by Barry Hart with lyrics by
Denis O’Gorman, in its Sunday services.
After we used the setting’s closing song in a recent online
service, our Director of Music, Aidan Goldstraw reached
out to Barry to thank him for his inspiring setting, and he
sent us this lovely message:
Dear Aidan
Well, blessings come in all shapes and sizes and
receiving your message was a huge blessing to me!
Thank you so much.
The ‘Raemoir Communion’ and also ’The Raemoir Mass’
were published 16 years ago now and I am delighted
that the setting has found a home at St Giles Parish
Church.
Full marks to you all for the vitality of the performance
and please forward my grateful thanks to Caroline,
Carol and Penny. Also, I enjoyed Caroline’s vocal
arrangement.
Also, it is a pleasure listening to some of your own
compositions on YouTube. How lovely to have what
looks like your own music studio there.
I trust that everyone at St Giles is keeping safe and well
during these unparalleled times.
God Bless, Barry.

I

Turning to God?

s the nation turning to God in prayer? Well, not
quite yet, but recent research from Tearfund has
shown that prayer is more common than many
would think, with just under half (44%) of UK
adults saying that they pray, and one in twenty
(5%) saying they have started praying during the
lockdown.
In addition, a quarter (24%) of UK adults say they
have watched or listened to a religious service
since lockdown, 5% of whom say they have never
been to church before. Some churches are seeing
double, sometimes triple, the number of people
watching their Sunday meetings online that would
normally attend in person.
Further research, undertaken by Savanta ComRes,
for Christian Aid, found that one in four (26%)
British adults say they have prayed for an end to
the Covid-19 crisis since lockdown, while an equal
proportion (26%) say they have prayed for people
working on the frontline and other key workers
since the crisis began.
One in five (21%) British adults say they have
prayed for people living in poverty in the UK or
around the world since the lockdown.The poll also
indicated that the Covid-19 lockdown is slightly
more likely to increase than decrease people’s
faith in God (5% vs. 2%), life after death (4% vs.
2%) and the power of prayer (5% vs. 2%). This
was particularly true of younger Brits aged 18-24.
St.Albans Priest, Peter Crumpler says, "I am
struck by Augustine’s prayer, ‘You have made
us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until
they find their rest in you’." Could it be that as the
noise and busyness of normal life have subsided,
restlessness has started to surface and, faced with
new fears and uncertainties, hearts have started
to turn to God?

You can view the performance at the St.Giles Youtube
channel - www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1gsa8HPYck

Let this research give you a new courage to offer
to pray for people you know who are struggling,
or invite them to watch an online service. And
let’s also turn our prayers and actions beyond our
immediate horizons to remember that we are part
of a global community.

Courtesy of Aidan Goldstraw - This article was first printed
on the St.Giles Facebook page.

Parish Pump / Peter Crumpler, who is a former
communications director for the CofE.

A 'still' from the performance video

Top left: Caroline Walton Bottom left: Carol Stimpson
Centre: Aidan Goldstraw Right: Penny Richards
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Our 'Church in the Wood' at Butterton is dedicated to St.Thomas.
On July 3rd we celebrate his Feast Day

External and internal views of
St.Thomas' Church, Butterton.

T

St Thomas the Apostle,
confused and doubting

homas, one of Jesus’ 12 apostles, was an impulsive,
confused, honest sceptic. Jesus could understand
and work with such a man. Thomas’ impulsiveness was
evident when Jesus prepared to visit Lazarus in Bethany.
It was a dangerous trip to make, because of the Jews,
but Thomas urged his fellow disciples: “Let us also go,
that we may die with Him.” (John 11:16) Instead, Jesus
brought Lazarus back to life.
Thomas’ confusion is shown in later talks with Jesus.
He was not really sure where Jesus was going longterm (John 14:5). But Jesus accepted this confused
commitment, and began to untangle it, patiently
explaining: “I am going to my Father”, and “No one
comes unto the Father but by me.”
Finally, Thomas’ honest scepticism is revealed after the
Resurrection, which he flatly refused to believe - unless
he could touch the wounds of the risen Jesus. Sure
enough, Jesus appears - but instead of scolding him,
shows him the wounds. Thomas responds: “My Lord
and my God”(John 20.26ff).
Thus Doubting Thomas’ honest doubts, turned to honest
faith, have become a reassurance for thousands of men
and women across the centuries, who also want to follow
Jesus, but who require some proof of this amazing
event - the Resurrection. In Doubting Thomas’ complete
affirmation of faith, after meeting the risen, crucified
Page 6

Christ, they can find support for their own faith.
Ancient legends tell how Thomas went on to India as a
missionary.There are rumours that Thomas even built
a palace for a king’s daughter in India, and thus he is
the patron saint of architects. It is believed that he was
martyred by a spear on 3rd July, 72 AD in Mylapore,
near Madras. 46 ancient churches in England were
dedicated to him.

Feast days
When the feast of Saint Thomas was inserted in the
Roman calendar in the 9th century, it was assigned
to 21st December. The Martyrology of St. Jerome
mentioned the apostle on 3rd July, the date to which the
Roman celebration was transferred in 1969, so that it
would no longer interfere with the major ferial days of
Advent.Traditionalist Roman Catholics (who follow the
General Roman Calendar of 1960 or earlier) and many
Anglicans (including members of the Episcopal Church
as well as members of the Church of England and the
Lutheran Church, who worship according to the 1662
edition of the Book of Common Prayer), still celebrate
his feast day on 21st December. However, most modern
liturgical calendars (including the Common Worship
calendar of the Church of England) prefer 3rd July.
Parish Pump & Wikipedia

Thank
You
to all

NHS staff

Twenty Years of
Rev'd Jean

In the July 2000 edition of Parish
News, the Rector, Rev'd Arthur
Creber wrote....

The NHS – bearing one another’s burdens
“Save the NHS” was the slogan chosen by the British government
when the coronavirus began to spread. Meant to evoke public
compassion, and compliance with emergency regulations, it
sounded as though the NHS was an endangered species. In fact
it was the public themselves whose lives were in jeopardy; the
National Health Service existed solely for their benefit. The slogan
did manage to stir gratitude for a service which had been taken for
granted, as well as appreciation of its 1.5+ million staff, many of
whom were now putting their own lives at greater risk.

The idea for a countrywide medical service came from the Beveridge
Report, instigated by the coalition government during World War II.
“Medical treatment covering all requirements will be provided for all
citizens by a national health service”, is how it was defined, though
it had to wait until 1948 for its implementation to begin.
It was part of a programme for reconstruction, aiming to eliminate
Want, Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness. Sir William
Beveridge, who gave his name to the report, was close friends with
two other social reformers: R H Tawney, and William Temple, who
was to become Archbishop of Canterbury. Today’s Archbishop,
Justin Welby, wrote this about the trio: “Drawing on Christian
understandings of justice, generosity and human dignity, they
described the kind of country that they felt reflected God’s values
better.”

Sunday July 2nd. 2000

A

A very special day for Jean

t 10:00am on Sunday 2nd July, 2000, Jean
Warham, (now Jean Walker, Ed.), will be
Ordained Deacon at Lichfield Cathedral. Lots of
us will be joining Jean at the Cathedral and we
know those who remain behind will be praying
for her.
In the evening, at 6:30pm in St. Giles’, we will be
welcoming Jean in her new role as Deacon in the
Parish. It will be our opportunity to celebrate with
Jean and assure her of our love and support. Our
worship will be followed by a “bring and share”
supper. Can I encourage you to come and share
with us as we welcome the Rev’d Jean.
Photo's below taken at Lichfield
following the Service.

St Paul couldn’t have thought he was providing a slogan for a
welfare state when he wrote, “Bear one another’s burdens and so
fulfil the law of Christ”, but that is a neat summary of the way the
National Health Service works. We all pay in when we can and
we all benefit when we need.
One estimate of the cost of the NHS today is £158.4 billion, which
in real terms is 10 times as much as in 1950. In the meantime,
it’s no longer completely free for all. Prescription charges and
dental fees have been introduced. The development of evermore sophisticated life-saving drugs and medical procedures will
inevitably mean higher costs - and a heightened moral dilemma.
Must there be further limits to the provision of “medical treatment
covering all requirements”?
The colossal task of rebuilding a shattered economy in the years
to come may compel the British people to choose between what is
essential and what is optional. The Christian principle now sounds
particularly demanding: “Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil
the law of Christ”.
Ven. John Barton (Parish Pump)

'THANK YOU' JEAN - For all your
fellowship and Ministry during the 20
years, whether behind a till or in a pulpit.
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Dr. Richard Talbot MBE concludes his article on the Medieval grave produced a single sherd of c13th/14th
century pottery. Other burials are later in date,
Hospital of St Lloy -

A

The Evidence

s part of the new development at the University Hospital it
was decided that a full archaeological investigation should
proceed on the site before extensive building took place of which
parts were uncovered in 1985. It was undertaken between June
and December 2001 by Birmingham University Archaeology
Department. The writer acknowledges their report on the
excavations finally published in 2009 in compiling much of the
following:
The excavation revealed a series of boundary ditches probably
for drainage in that area partly enclosing a small burial ground
where there was found twenty-two burials and the partial remains
of a rectangular, stone-built structure. Sadly, the human remains
were so badly decomposed that little information could be learned
from them.
However, what remains of the stone structure shows that it
was a rectangular building measuring 11m east west by 6.5m
north south. In places only a foundation trench survived, but the
foundations of the north and west walls were found reasonably
well preserved. They were around 1m wide and survived to a
depth of 0.4m. From these measurements it can be calculated
that this stone structure was a substantial building whose walls
could have stood to a height of 5m or more. Two separate builds
were identified for the north wall, while buttresses were added
against the corners of the southern wall, possibly to remedy the
effects of land-movement over the centuries.
Within the ditched enclosure of the twenty-two burials discovered
on the site, only two pre-dated the remains of the building. One
contained a skeleton, laid on an extended supine position with the
arms crossed over the chest, possibly an adult. The back-fill of this

Above:- Empty grave diggings
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but for the vast majority the skeletal remains
were poorly preserved.
Some burials were worthy of note. One of the
graves appeared to contain the remains of
multiple individuals, including three distinct
skulls. Unfortunately, the remains were so
fragmented as to obscure the relationship
between the bodies, but it is possible that this
represents a charnel pit (a repository for the
bones or bodies of the dead). A further burial
produced evidence for a large pillow stone
being placed to support the head. The use
of pillow stones was current during the 11/12
centuries, but its significance remains unclear
and it is believed to have developed from an
earlier Christian tradition. Unfortunately, the
poor preservation of the body here precluded
any judgement on the custom, but as it postdates the known period for pillow burials,
it seems to represent a late survival of the
practice.
The excavations yielded twenty-six sherds of
medieval pottery, many of which were small and
badly abraded. All were of the 13th/14th century
date and were of types found previously in the
area. Iron-rich sandy wares included sherds
of cooking pots, while whitewares included
two bottles of roughly cylindrical form and
an unusual small pedestal base. The pottery
provides no clear dating evidence for activity
on the site and it is only possible to suggest an
early 13th century foundation.
Pre-medieval activity in the area was indicated
by a single piece of Roman pottery, a jar rim
tempered with Malvernian rock. How this
arrived at this spot is unknown. It may simply
have just been discarded by travellers or even
by Roman soldiers, as it has been established
that a 1st century Roman fort with an adjacent
settlement existed at Trent Vale, one mile to the
south. Roman finds are not unusual in this part
of North Staffordshire, and clearly there was a
settlement of some sort in the area for much
of the period from the 1st to late 4th centuries.
Continued on the next page...

Dr. Talbot MBE
continues ....

Right:Medieval picture of
care in a hospital at
the time.

A few sherds of post-medieval pottery were also found,
but again these were in poor condition. One vessel was
a possible stoneware waster in the form of a rim-neck
sherd, similar in form to 17th century Rhenish Bartmann
type jug. It is unclear whether these few sherds represent
any significant post-medieval activity on the site.
The function of the stone building is unknown, and no
evidence was found for accommodation or domestic
arrangements. However, these may well have been
situated in a lower section of the site that was
subsequently used for road widening or the building of
the Spittals 19th century workhouse. The assumption
that this building was a chapel associated with the
medieval hospital can neither be proved nor disproved
on the evidence recovered. There were no finds of an
ecclesiastical nature, such as tiles, glass, or dressed
stone were found and a direct relationship between the
burial ground and the structure could not be proved.
This leaves open the possibility that the structure was
built after the suppression of the hospital in 1547 and
the disuse of the burial ground.
It is known that the main road, London Road, was realigned early in the 19th century, possibly because of
the building of the Newcastle canal. Its original line was
much further towards the Lyme Brook. Therefore, the
intervening land between the excavated site and the
old line of the road would have been quite extensive
and may well have supported the living accommodation
and domestic arrangements, with the chapel and burial
ground being situated further up on higher ground.

It is sad to reflect that whatever else may have existed
on the site would now either lie beneath the present dualcarriageway or even beneath the new hospital buildings.
It is certain that there would have been far more burials
considering the length of the period of its existence.
No doubt some remains may have been removed as
development commenced in that area early in the late
18th and early 19th centuries.
The exact reason for the hospital’s situation, set apart
from the castle and town of Newcastle, can only be
speculated upon. Maybe its location near to the important
road from London to Carlisle, or, more likely because of
the abundant supply of fresh water needed for a hospital
that flowed from springs from the hill of Penkhull to find
their way into the Lyme. During this period hospitals
were more spiritual than medical, and what medical care
there was would be rudimentary. Their main function
fell into four categories: housing the poor, caring for the
sick, secluding lepers and providing accommodation for
travellers. Anyone or even all these suggestions, could
apply to this hospital.
Exactly what part this hospital played in the daily life
of Newcastle or the village of Penkhull can only be
speculated upon, but it is reasonable to assume that
local people would have been employed in some way
or another in the cultivation of the lands attached, or
in daily domestic duties as found in so many religious
houses at this period.
© Dr Richard Talbot 2020
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Take-a-Break
I

n this series, we are re-printing
recipes which have been donated to St.Giles' by members of
its congregation over the years.
Three sources are being used.
The 1908 'Parish Church Book
of Recipes', The 'St.Giles' 1926
Jubilee Bazaar Souvenir Recipe
Book', and items donated to Marilyn Brammer in 2018.
From the 1926
Recipe book
POTATO FLUFF

Boil 1lb. Potatoes until cooked.
Drain and return to the pan. Add
one teacupful milk, add 1/4 1b.
cheese, previously grated with
pepper and salt. Place the pan
on a slow heat and fork the
contents thoroughly, but lightly.
Put into a pie dish, and brown
the top under a grill. Send to
the table very hot with poached
eggs and a snippet of toast.
Miss Wood, Wolstanton.

Smile-A-While

OPEN

"After all these weeks I can't
find the key."
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Medium Sudoku
(Answer on page 12)

From the First Friday
Soup Book (Donated 2018)
COURGETTE SOUP

2 pints water, 2 pounds
courgettes, 4 stock cubes.1-2
teaspoons curry paste or
powder (to taste).200 grams
Philiadelphia cream cheese.
Roughly chop courgettes then
cook them in water until soft, add
stock cube and curry powder/
paste. Liquidise with cream
cheese. Enjoy hot or cold.
S.Daborn.

Academy Activities
St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy
As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be
Tel: 01782 91764 www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon)
Over the past few weeks, we have welcomed back children from Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 alongside our key worker
children. The children have been busy settling into their ‘bubbles’ and working hard on lots of amazing topics. On their return to
school, they were all very excited to see the new play equipment (some of which can be seen in the background on the photos)
which had been installed
Nursery
We have been learning about our class country 'England'.
We've enjoyed learning about some of the famous
landmarks in London, we made birthday cards for the
Queen and role-played in the fish and chips shop

Reception
This week, our Reception children released their Painted
Lady butterflies into the wild. Luckily, they were able to
have a little hold of them before they flew away!

Year 1
This week Year 1 have looked at the painting Senecio by
Paul Klee. They discussed the shapes and colours that they
could see. They then had fun using oil pastels to create
their own version of the painting.

Year 6
‘Year 6’ have been completing work on Charles Darwin and
started their Ancient Greek topic. They have started to
explore Ancient Greek pottery, patterns, meaning being
designs and are designing their own using pencil and
pastels.
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HEALTHY NEWS: The University Hospitals of North Midlands (UHNM)
NHS Trust had started the 2019/20 financial year with a £63.6 million
deficit. But in an ‘unprecedented’ turnaround, they have wiped out the
debt and recently reported a surplus of £5.2 million.

✱Newcastle and Kidsgrove will each receive up to £1 million of Government funding this
year to boost infrastructure. They were already in line to receive up to £25 million after
being selected for the Government's Stronger Towns Fund scheme last September. Now
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has announced that some of this support will be 'accelerated'
to help towns bounce back from the Covid-19 crisis. It is not yet known how the money
will be spent in the towns.

Take-a-Break Answers

✱ Newcastle Market re-opened on June 5th and the Council agreed to give stall-holders
six-weeks rent-free to help them get back on their feet and to attract new traders.
✱ A planning application has been lodged to change the Full Moon public house (A 34
Liverpool Road) into two apartments.
✱ A planning application has been lodged to change the use of the former Liverpool
Road bus depot (opposite Sainsbury's) into a gym.
✱ Plans have been submitted to the council for the former 'Fringe' hairdressers on
Liverpool Road to become an Oatcake shop.
✱Staffs. County Council have launched an appeal after Newcastle council rejected the
plan to build 55 homes on the former Roe Lane Seabridge education centre site.

AUGUST'S
PARISH NEWS
Please email all items to the
Editor: - pitstowm@aol.com

Closing date

✱Newcastle is to host a double whammy of markets during 15-18 July as a Continental
Street Market and the local Farmers’ Market will both be in town.

Tuesday, July 15th.

✱Laura Ashley is having a closing down sale as it closes its shops but will continue to
have an 'on-line' presence.
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