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The Rector, 
Rev'd Josh writes -

Continued on the next page...

Unprecedented Times

These are unprecedented times. 
Indeed, it is unprecedented how many times 

we have heard the phrase ‘unprecedented times’. 
The future is uncertain. I cannot even say that 
by the end of May the quarantine will be over. 
Hopefully it will. But the aforesaid unprecedented 
nature of the times means that prediction is, as 
ever, a science skating on thin ice. But a few 
things can be said looking back over the previous 
weeks.

1) My wife has told me that I’ve got into the 
history books. Once, before my predecessor 
Revd Arthur Creber went on holiday, he 
joked to Revd Ann Taylor not to close the 
church whilst he was gone. However, just 
a few days afterwards, structural problems 
meant the temporary closure of St Thomas. 
Well, Ann, I’ve outdone you! I’ve closed both 
churches just a few months after becoming 
Rector! But on a more sober note, because 
of the Archbishop’s instructions regarding 
non-entrance to churches (including me), 
this may have been the first Easter in nearly 
eight hundred years in which the physically 
gathered Church of Christ at St Giles 
was unable to celebrate holy communion 
together in the parish. I tried to rectify this by 
celebrating holy communion in the Rectory 
garden broadcast via Facebook livestream 
so that a service of holy communion was at 
least publicly celebrated in the parish. Despite 
this exile from our beloved buildings, our 
thanks go to Phil Barley for keeping a check 
on them. 
2) Despite this decidedly unfortunately turn 
of events, we have still been able to offer 
Sunday worship, even if not in the manner 
that we would prefer. Each Sunday, and six 
days out of seven on Holy Week, we have 
been able to produce a pre-recorded online 
service on YouTube. Many thanks go to my 
own wife, Revd Shelley Penduck, for helping 
out, as well as Revd Ann, Revd Peter, Revd 

Jean, Jean Buckley, John Maddison, Penny Richards, Lynne 
Kind, as well as their beloved spouses, and multitudes of 
children in the church, for helping record various parts of the 
services – despite technical difficulties! But a huge thanks 
must go to our own Director of Music – whose title may 
now be adapted to Director of Music and Film (!) – Aidan 
Goldstraw. In spite of a (non-coronavirus-related) cough, 
he has soldiered through, producing videos and music of 
excellent quality. Because of this, Easter Sunday felt a bit 
more ‘resurrection-y’ in the midst of the circumstances. 
Though the bells of St Giles were physically silent, we heard 
them in our living rooms through our computers on Easter 
Day. Thanks also go to Michael Pitstow (as well as Penny 
Richards) for valiantly continuing our Parish Magazine and 
creating the first online edition.
3) A thank you also goes to the many kind people who 
have been part of our pastoral network, phoning others 
up and keeping in touch. There are simply too many to 
name. This network could not have happened without the 
organising skills of Hannah Mead, Revd Peter, and Penny 
Richards. Further thanks go to Penny and Shell Penduck 
for doing the shopping of several individuals in the church, 
as well as outside our church congregation, on behalf of St 
Giles. I know there are others who have done this on a less 
official basis, and my utmost thanks go to you as well. The 
church is the family of God. We are all made fellow children 
and heirs with Christ through his sacrifice, thus we are all 
brothers and sisters one to another. And how better to show 
that we are a family than caring for one another during 
unprecedented times? 

These efforts have not gone unnoticed by the outside world. 
Many non-church-members have been tuning into our services; 
outside agencies have asked us to keep in touch with those 
they find difficult to reach; families from miles away have relied 
on St Giles with St Thomas to care for their loved ones. Jesus 
calls us to be a light on a hill – and in the midst of these dark 
times, we can truly shine the light of Christ.

Naturally, there are many changes that have happened, and 
will continue to happen. If you hadn’t already guessed it, the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) has been delayed 
until October on the Bishop’s orders, with the signing of the 
new Wardens in 2021. This will mean that our current Wardens, 
David Wildman and Christine Bailey, are unable to pass the 
baton on until January. In practice, this will mean an extended 
‘apprenticeship’ for our next Wardens. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.
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Michael Pitstow

From the Editor .....

Why not visit the 
St.Giles YouTube channel?
www.youtube.com/channel/

UCcNBNFc6A6wRfISnFpl2aDA

Why not visit the 
St.Giles' Facebook Families page?

www.facebook.com/St-Giles-Children-
and-Families-Page

Furthermore, St Giles and St Thomas both 
receive a large amount of cash-giving in the 
offering. The loss of this kind of giving over these 
months, combined with the PCC’s commitment 
to continue funding our Children and Families 
worker over the next twelve months from out of 
St Giles’ pocket, will mean a dent in what was 
a sound balance sheet. To rectify these lost 
finances, we will need to have a giving campaign 
a reasonably short while after the quarantine is 
over.
One of the blessings of being a Christian is that 
despite on one level these being ‘unprecedented 
times’, on another level, they are not. The 
Church throughout the centuries has often dealt 
with much more horrific occasions. As of today 
(16th April), we have not lost a single member 
of the congregation to this vile disease – thank 
God. The same could not have been said for 
our ancestors in the plagues of 1918 or the 
fourteenth century. But on an even deeper 
level, the truly unprecedented time, the event 
which changes all things – past, present and 
future – was the physical resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. And what is more, this was 
an unprecedented moment was which for our 
good. It broke down the barriers that blocked us 
from the love of God, it stamped down on the 
falsehood that the past is no different from the 
future, and it opened up for us the floodgates of 
God’s love poured out in the Holy Spirit. It offers 
us hope, freedom, a future to look forward to – 
and a future which we will one day experience as 
we are raised with Jesus on the last day. Whereas 
other predictions may skate on thin ice, this is a 
declaration that can be made on solid ground. 
That truly is unprecedented. 

From the Rector continued...

Welcome to the May (on-line) edition of Parish News.
My thanks to all those who emailed to say just how much 
they enjoyed our first on-line edition last month  and so this 
month we have, 'more of the same'.
Once again we have a mixture of items, including a topical 
article about nursing and the second part of Dr. Talbot's 
article about an imprisoned Archdeacon.
May includes Christian Aid Week, and although many of 
its activities are cancelled, the charity still require funds to 
help people around the world like Rose, who is featured in 
our article about her daily struggle.
These are just some of the items featured in this issue which 
I hope you will enjoy reading whilst staying inside and safe.

Front cover
A few years ago, the Editor took a spring-time walk 
along the drive up to St.Thomas' at Butterton and was 
watched very closely by some sheep.

Thought for the Month
Be kind.  Remember everyone you meet is

fighting a hard battle.  T H Thompson
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●The Christian Aid walk did not take place due to Corona 
virus restrictions. However, Nona and David Wildman, 
together with 4 legged Annie, have walked many miles 
in isolation. Our thanks to them and to everyone who 
sponsored them.
●Our Mothers Union leader Wendy Burke is in regular 
contact with branch members, many who are self-isolating 
and who deeply appreciate her support.
●Thanks to our Ministry Team for their love & support.

2020:  WHO’s Year of the Nurse  
When the WHO (World Health Organisation) decided to 
make 2020 the Year of the Nurse and Midwife, they based 
it on the 200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth 
on 12th May 1820. A special Commermoration Service 
had been planned to take place in Westminster Abbey, 
but due to the virus outbreak it has been cancelled.

But with the arrival of the coronavirus, it is a remarkably 
apt year to celebrate all that nurses do for us.  

As the ICN (International Council of Nurses) says: 
“All around the world, nurses are working tirelessly to 
provide the care and attention people need, whenever 
and wherever they need it. Nurses are central to the 
delivery of health care; nurses are making an invaluable 
contribution to the health of people globally.” 
Nursing as a vocation goes back to the Early Church. 
When plague struck the Roman world in the third century, 
it was Christians who tended the sick and dying, often 
at great personal cost. Their self-sacrifice made a 
huge impression on Roman society.  Centuries later, 
in medieval Europe, it was the monastic orders that 
provided health care. 
Still centuries later, during the Crimean War (1853-56) 
Florence Nightingale saved thousands of lives when 
she transformed the field hospitals, hugely improving 
the standards of care for wounded and dying soldiers.
In fact, Florence Nightingale deserves the credit for 
establishing the modern profession of nursing and its 
structures of training. Although of course medical science 
has advanced since her time, the basic ethos of nursing 
care remains today close to Nightingale’s vision.
Nursing is frequently described as a vocation, and it is 
one to which many Christians are called. Nightingale 
wrote of being ‘called’ by God, after having had a vivid 
religious conversion as a teenager.  Writing in February 
1837, she stated: “God has spoken to me and called me 
to His Service.”  
Four years before going to Crimea, she studied at a 
Lutheran religious community in Germany which trained 
deaconesses in medical skills, nursing, and theology.  
Many of the ideas that Nightingale adopted for her nurses 
came from that religious community.  
Thus, Nightingale’s training programme was not solely 
devoted to secular medical sciences. Her student nurses 
were required to attend chapel, and her nurses read 

prayers on the wards.
Nightingale wrote many letters 
of spiritual encouragement to 
her students. To one, she 
wrote that Christ considered 
it an “honour to serve the 
poorest and the meanest… He 
will not give His crown except 
to those who have borne His 
cross… Enduring hardship 
is what He encourages and 
rewards.”
The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally 
trained and worked as a nurse before being appointed 
to senior positions in the Health Service. She was Chief 
Nursing Officer for England between 1999 to 2004.
She says: “I became a Christian as a teenager and 
wanted to follow Christ with my whole life.  Rather than 
having two careers, I have had one vocation: to follow 
Jesus Christ, to know Him, and to make Him known.”  
Certainly, of all the professions, nursing has one of the 
strongest claims to being rooted in the Gospel. Christian 
nurses implicitly witness to Christ in caring for others.

A prayer for medical staff
Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience to 
all who are caring for the sick, and your wisdom to 
those searching for a cure. Strengthen them with your 
Spirit, that through their work many will be restored to 
health; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 Florence Nightingale
1820 – 1910
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Academy Activities
St Giles’ and St George’s C of E Academy

As God’s children we aspire, believe and achieve to be the very best we can be
Tel: 01782 91764  www.stgilesstgeorgesacademy.co.uk Headteacher: Mrs C Pointon BSc PGCE (Oxon)
The second half of the Spring term has been a difficult and unsettling time for children and staff alike, but we are 

remaining positive and hopeful throughout. Having closed our doors to most of the children, we have been working hard 
at ensuring all our families stay safe and happy while working at home. We have provided daily work for all our children 
and have remained open to a small group of children each day. During this time, we have completed a range of activities 
to keep the children curious, active and creative.

 
Making bird feeders Gardening

Designing and making bunting for the school railings Keeping active with Cosmic Kids Yoga

Designing our own family trees as part of a weekly 
home challenge from Mrs Pointon

Creating inspirational pictures to be sent to the lo-
cal hospital and displayed on the corridors to cheer up 
staff and patients.
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Many of the usual Christian Aid Week 
activities including Services and 

the house to house envelope collection 
have had to be cancelled due to the 
virus outbreak. Despite the epidemic, 
the worldwide support work of Christian 
Aid continues and they urgently require 
donations which can be placed through 
their website, caweek.org - Thank you.

Christian Aid/Adam Finch

With every gift, we help Rose
stop this climate crisis   

In Kenya, the rains haven’t come. Again. For villagers 
who farm the land, that means life is getting even harder. 

Rivers are bone dry, and crops wither in the fields. The 
drought is starving people of food, water and the chance 
to earn a living. 

At 67 years of age, Rose (above right) walks for six hours 
to fetch water for her grandchildren. She tries hard to give 
them the kind of life she remembers from when she was 
a girl: when the rivers flowed with water and the crops 
bore fruit.

Grandmother Rose shouldn’t have to go hungry. A simple 
earth dam, built with the help of Christian Aid’s partners 
and your donations, could completely change her life. This 
Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the hundreds of 

thousands of our supporters who give, act and pray 
to stop the climate crisis driving people like Rose to 
hunger. Christian Aid Week brings people together as 
one community against global poverty and injustice.

This Christian Aid Week (10-16 May), please:

• Give generously to help Rose and her community 
build a water dam, providing fresh water to 
help families survive the drought. 

• Act to call for a New Deal for Climate Justice 
to help restore creation and build a world 
where everyone can thrive. 

• Pray for a radical change of heart for politicians, 
and that, as a global community, we will 
care for people living in poverty.  

Together we stop this climate crisis. 
Join us and donate at caweek.org

✱All those who are suffering from 
the Covid-19 virus.

✱All those who feel very alone.

✱All the hospital workers.

✱All those working in the 
Emergency Services.

✱All the G.P.s and their staff.

✱All those working in food shops.

✱All those who have found 
themselves un-employed.

✱All the Clergy in our Churches.

✱All those who have worries 
about money.

✱All the volunteers who are 
helping in so many different 
ways.

✱All those working in the 
Armed Forces.

✱All those having to work in 
shops and offices.

✱All those who are working 
in Care Homes.

Philippians 4:6  Don’t worry 
about anything; instead, pray 

about everything. Tell God 
what you need, and thank 
Him for all He has done.
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The Glory of the Garden
OUR England is a garden that is full of stately views,
Of borders, beds and shrubberies and lawns and avenues,
With statues on the terraces and peacocks strutting by;
But the Glory of the Garden lies in more than meets the eye. 
For where the old thick laurels grow, along the thin red wall,
You'll find the tool- and potting-sheds which are the heart of all
The cold-frames and the hot-houses, the dung-pits and the tanks,
The rollers, carts, and drain-pipes, with the barrows and the planks.
And there you'll see the gardeners, the men and 'prentice boys
Told off to do as they are bid and do it without noise ;
For, except when seeds are planted and we shout to scare the birds,
The Glory of the Garden it abideth not in words.
And some can pot begonias and some can bud a rose,
And some are hardly fit to trust with anything that grows ;
But they can roll and trim the lawns and sift the sand and loam,
For the Glory of the Garden occupieth all who come.
Our England is a garden, and such gardens are not made
By singing:-" Oh, how beautiful," and sitting in the shade
While better men than we go out and start their working lives
At grubbing weeds from gravel-paths with broken dinner-knives.
There's not a pair of legs so thin, there's not a head so thick,
There's not a hand so weak and white, nor yet a heart so sick
But it can find some needful job that's crying to be done,
For the Glory of the Garden glorifieth every one.
Then seek your job with thankfulness and work till further orders,
If it's only netting strawberries or killing slugs on borders;
And when your back stops aching and your hands begin to harden,
You will find yourself a partner In the Glory of the Garden.
Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who made him sees
That half a proper gardener's work is done upon his knees,
So when your work is finished, you can wash your hands and pray 
For the Glory of the Garden that it may not pass away!
And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass away !

Rudyard Kipling

Thanks to Laurie Bailey for items on this page.
Laurie sent in this poem and a photo of an Easter Garden 

that he had created at home with the help of others.
Background: 2019 Wild flower meadow at Trentham. M.P.
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Continued on the next page...

Dr. Richard Talbot MBE continues in the 
factual turn of events at St. Giles’ as the 
Rector employs six men to imprison the 

Archdeacon in the Rectory.

We pick up the story as we left off last month with the 
Archdeacon being refused a licence to take services 

at St Giles – without many parishioners considered a 
valid reason. St Giles’ appears to have continued with 
its services in the new tin church under the leadership 
of Archdeacon Matthias without issue as the Rector was 
on sick leave but in December 1874 things had changed 
as a urgent meeting was called for the congregation to 
discuss the situation of the Bishop refusing to licence 
the Archdeacon and to view correspondence between 
the churchwarden’s Rector and Archdeacon and Bishop. 
Sympathy with the Archdeacon was expressed. The 
Archdeacon said he was in good health and produced as 
evidence a recent doctors report. The Mayor of Newcastle 
spoke out at the meeting, said Mr Matthias had been 
Archdeacon at Colombo, but through an illness he had 
to leave his position and return to the UK. Since then he 
held various temporary appointments in England; and had 
been recognised as Archdeacon. These representations 
were made at the meeting of the members of the 
congregation who decided that a deputation should be 
made to the Bishop with a view to getting his sanction to 
the Archdeacon remaining at Newcastle until the terms 
of the agreement expired.

However, on the following Saturday a culmination of 
an extraordinary circumstance and much interest and 
excitement in the town as a result of the visit by the Bishop 
on the previous Wednesday when the Mayor and others 
discussed the case of the Rector versus the Archdeacon. 
The Bishop gave as his decision that considering all 
the circumstances he would sanction the Archdeacon 
remaining at Newcastle until 31 March and he abandoned 
the legal proceedings he proposed to take against the 
Rector, and for the Archdeacon to vacate the Rectory at 
the end of his term. 

The Church Council and congregation met the following 
evening at which they resolved to recommend that the 
Archdeacon should agree to the Bishop’s arrangement. 
On the morning following Friday, the Rector Rev Veale 
suddenly appeared at the rectory and entered with six 
strong men. It is stated that the Archdeacon’s goods 
were removed from the house to the conservatory. The 
men remained in possession all night, and on Saturday 

morning when Mrs Matthias left the rectory to get legal 
advice, she was locked out and the Archdeacon was 
then locked in a room and made a prisoner. From the 
front window he saw Mr Mosely, the Mayor passing 
and beckoned him over and the Archdeacon told that 
he had been made prisoner by the Rector. Mr Mosely 
went at once to the police, and soon returned with Mr 
Jones, chief constable. Admission was obtained to the 
rectory where it was found a strange state of confusion. 
The Rector was lying ill in bed and the six men were in 
possession of the house. The Archdeacon was finally 
set at liberty. 

On Saturday afternoon one of the churchwardens 
received a letter from the Bishop, in which his Lordship 
stated that he had received a telegram informing him 
that the Rector had taken possession of the Rectory 
stating that the Rector was acting under legal advice.

But the issue did not end there as following the 
Annual National School’s tea meeting on the following 
Friday night, at which the Archdeacon attended he 
proceeded to give a brief account of the previous 
Saturdays confrontation. Nothing further transpired, 
and the meeting passed off harmoniously. Sometime 
on Saturday evening the large glass window over the 
front door of the Rectory was smashed with a stone. 
The Archdeacon and Mrs Matthias vacated for fear 
of a physical attack and stayed at Dr Orton’s house.

It was anticipated that the following Sunday morning 
would see further confrontations. A number of 
parishioners assembled in the Iron Market near St 
Giles’s temporary tin church. There was a rumour going 
around that of the Rector should appear to conduct the 
service at which the majority would instantly vacate the 

The Ironmarket Rectory
Image courtesy of the Brampton Museum
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Dr. Talbot MBE writes... continued...

church. The Rector was, however, too ill to leave the 
house. The members of the congregation began to 
arrive at the church where it was discovered that the 
doors were locked; and on the gates was a written 
notice posted as follows - In consequence of the 
illness of the Rector, there will be no service in St 
Giles’ temporary tin church today.

The notice was signed by the churchwardens. 
Members of the congregation stood around muttering 
until there was a large crowd in front of the gates. The 
company included a number of ladies, and many of the 
principal gentlemen of the town. Presently Archdeacon 
Matthias arrived and there was a hasty conference 
as to what course should be adopted. It was soon 
decided to proceed to the National Schools and hold 
divine service. The company, with the Archdeacon, 
walked en masse to the National Schools which was 
soon filled with the regular attendance of St Giles’s 
church, and others who were curious to see what sort 
of service would be held.

The clergyman whom the Rector had engaged to 
preach had arrived in Newcastle later, but it was 
considered that best he should not appear. Archdeacon 
Matthias commenced the service then before the 
sermon, the Archdeacon asked the congregation 
to engage a few moments in silent prayer, firstly for 
himself, and secondly for the person who caused all 
the strange troubles in the parish. He intimated that 
he should not make any further reference to what had 
led to their meeting that morning under such peculiar 
circumstances. The congregation complied with the 
Archdeacon’s request, and the sermon continued. 

The evening service was again conducted by 
Archdeacon Matthias in the National School which 
soon became standing room only. Again, there was 
no reference made to the unfortunate state of affairs 
which existed between himself and the Rector.  

Before, during, and after the service, there were 
crowds of people in the vicinity of the school and 
the presence of several policemen, but all were well 
behaved coming more out of curiosity than anything 
else.  There seemed to be a general condemnation 
of the Rector’s conduct, and general sympathy with 
Archdeacon Matthias.

* * * *

Parish Pump's Nigel Beeton writes:  I’m reluctant 
to try to be funny at a time like this, but I wonder if 
God might be wanting to remind us that while this 
might be very scary for us, He’s seen far, far worse 
than this over the centuries. So maybe it is right to 
remember some good cheer, hence my use of the 
Limerick form:

Faith in a crisis
If a crisis is coming to stay
Getting worse, with each passing day
It’s ever so easy
To get somewhat queasy
When normality passes away!

If the shelves are devoid of all rolls
And the internet’s peopled by trolls
Don’t tremble and fear,
Shed no frightened tear
For God the Almighty controls!

If your eyesight with tears is blurred
It may not quite yet have occurred
That God through the years
Has dried up our tears:
So see what it says in His Word:

The people, surrounded by sand
En route to that old Promised Land
No food did they lack
For God had their back
He had their nutrition well planned!

Jesus cared, as the family cried
For the daughter of Jairus had died
He entered her room
Said ‘Talitha koum’
And she rose and stood there by His side!

Just two of the Bible’s great tales
That show us that God never fails
To come to our aid
If we’ve sought Him and prayed
When the devil with evil assails.

So do not be scared, but be smart -
No virus can tear us apart
From God up above
Who shows us such love
So be of good courage and heart!
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Take-a-Break

In this series, we are re-printing 
recipes which have been do-

nated to St.Giles' by members of 
its congregation over the years.
Three sources are being used. 
The 1908 'Parish Church Book 
of Recipes', The 'St.Giles' 1926 
Jubilee Bazaar Souvenir Recipe 
Book', and items donated to Mari-
lyn Brammer in 2018.

Medium Sudoku
(Answer on page 12)

Sm
ile-A-W

hile

The Vicar was told that an 
on-line Service was simple.

From the 1926 
Recipe Book

POLKA PUDDING 
Half-a-pound of mashed 
potatoes, half-a-pound of 
suet.Half-a-pound of flour.
Half-a-pound of treacle.

Mix well together, grease 
your mould or basin well. 
Stick  raisins around and 
boil for 4 hours. Serve with 
a wine sauce.

Mrs. S. Lamb.

Donated in 2018
MARROW WITH SAGE & ONION
1 med. sized young marrow, 
peeled, seeded and cut into 
pieces. Sage leaves to taste. 1 
med. onion, thinly sliced. 1 oz. 
butter, salt & pepper.
Steam the marrow until only 
just tender. Cook the onion 
gently in the butter until soft and 
golden. When ready to serve, 
add finely chopped sage leaves 
to the onion and sprinkle on the 
marrow.

B.C.
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Newcastle News
Castle House tel: 01782 717717

www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/news
Coronavirus - A letter from the Leader of 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Dear fellow resident,
Over the past few weeks, as the true scale of the 
Coronavirus pandemic has become clearer, officers and 
councillors at the Borough Council have been working 
incredibly hard to ensure that essential services to the 
public are maintained as far as possible. 
The health and wellbeing of our workforce, their families 
and the community at large are at the forefront of our 
decisions.  The response from our workforce has been 
fantastic in what is truly an unprecedented situation.
Our planning is guided by the advice from central 
Government, which is updated daily, and by the emerging 
picture of self-isolation within our own community.  At this 
stage there is a strong emphasis of Social Distancing in 
order to slow the spread of the virus.  
Set out below are some immediate changes that need 
to be implemented in the way the Council works during 
this period:
Incident Management Team (IMT) – The Borough 
Council’s Chief Executive is chairing an IMT, which 
brings together officers from across the Council on a 
daily basis.  The guiding strategy is to sustain critical 
services, support the most vulnerable, and ensure as 
far as practical the health and wellbeing of employees 
and the community.  
It is clear that over the coming days and weeks it will 
be necessary to reprioritise the work of the Council to 
focus on the most vulnerable and to adjust to reductions 
in staffing levels where colleagues need to self-isolate.
Social Distancing – The Council has well-developed 
arrangements for home working and this has been fully 
enacted where the job role allows.
Waste Management – arrangements have been made 
to redeploy staff into waste management to sustain 
the current service for as long as possible.  If absence 
levels, or Government advice, require us to change the 
collection programme, the Council will let residents know 
via its website and social media.
Customer Services – members of the public are being 

encouraged to use telephone and on-line channels to 
access services as Castle House and the Kidsgrove 
Customer Service Centre are now closed until further 
notice.   
Over the last week the number of people visiting 
Castle House to access Council services has dropped 
significantly, and the phone and on-line alternatives 
are becoming increasingly popular.  In light of this, 
the Council will focus its service access to online 
engagement.
Jubilee 2 – following the advice issued, Jubilee2 is 
closed until further notice. 
Support for businesses in the borough – We have put 
into place new support packages that we can offer 
to local businesses to help them through the impact 
of Coronavirus and we will be writing to individual 
companies in the coming days. Information about the 
various measures can also be accessed via our website. 
We are here to support you as much as we can.
Vulnerable people – Local Government has been 
tasked by central Government to deliver support to the 
most vulnerable people impacted by the pandemic.  This 
is likely to grow into a very significant work stream 
involving community and voluntary organisations.  We 
will be working closely with Staffordshire County 
Council, Support Staffordshire and other partners on the 
Coronavirus community support effort in the borough. 
Council meetings – For the time being, Council 
meetings will only take place when required by law until 
Government guidance allows otherwise. 
Should any decision be required which would usually 
require a Council meeting, the existing urgency 
provisions in the Council Constitution will be used so 
that business can continue.    
Across all Council activities, we will strive to maximise 
openness.  Council reports will be published in the usual 
way and decisions published as they are currently.  The 
decision-making process will be kept under constant 
review in order to maximise councillor and public 
engagement.
Everyone is currently going through a difficult and 
worrying period, but rest assured the Council and its 
partners are working hard to deliver services and help 
the most vulnerable in our community.   

Yours sincerely, Simon Tagg, Council Leader.
Continued.....
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Smile
-A-

While 
Extra

Stay inside
Stay Safe

Asleep
✱ A young man fell asleep in the Sunday morning 
service, and soon began to snore. The preacher 
stopped and impatiently motioned to the young 
boy beside the man to wake him up.  The boy said: 
“Wake him up yourself, you put him to sleep.”

Good and kind 
✱ The retiring sidesman was instructing his 
youthful successor in his Sunday morning duties.  
“And remember, my boy,” he said, “that we have 
nothing but good, kind Christians in this church 
– until you try to put someone else in their pew.”
Love in a bag
✱ I asked my nephew whether he bought his wife 
anything for Valentine's Day, and he said he had 
bought her a belt and a bag.  When I commented 
that I am sure she would appreciate them, he 
agreed:  “Yes, and hopefully the vacuum cleaner 
will work better now."

Newcastle News continued....
✱NEWCASTLE CIVIC SOCIETY has been forced to 
disband after 52 years as membership has dwindled to 
around 50 people, with just nine or 10 regulars attending 
meetings. 
President Jim Worgan said: “We reached the very sad 
decision to call it a day. The society has had an important 
impact over the years.”
It was set up in 1968 after the Castle Hotel was earmarked 
for demolition, with only the building’s façade saved from 
the bulldozer. Many residents had also been horrified to 
see Newcastle’s municipal hall pulled down.
Since then, the society has held Newcastle Borough Council 
to account and given its input into a series of planning 
decisions. Its members also championed the move to get 
Lancaster Buildings in the town centre awarded Grade-II 
listed status. The lost battles included trying to save the 
Victorian St Giles’ and St George’s CE Primary School 
building, which was eventually knocked down to make way 
for a new council headquarters. But the society has also 
been involved in plenty of successful projects, such as the 
restoration of the Queen Victoria statue in the Queen's 
Gardens in the Ironmarket and the installation of various 
blue plaques on buildings in the Borough. 

✱CRYSTAL - After various failed development schemes, 
Aspire Housing have purchased the former Crystal Ballroon/ 
Zanzibar night club site. Formal plans for  its redevelopment 
have yet to be agreed.

✱LAURA  STAYING? - Despite going into administration 
and a cull of branches, the Newcastle branch of Laura 
Ashley is expected to keep trading.

During these 
difficult times, 

some lines to give 
us a smile.

Item sources include the Newcastle Borough web-site.

Casting all your care upon Him; 
for He careth for you.  1 Peter 5:7


