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Activity One – Into the past
Discover some of the findings of the 2016 Archaeological dig in the churchyard including
information of some people who were buried there. Discover what life was like at the times they
were living in.

ENGAGING WITH HISTORY
Join our time-travelling reporters, Glenn & Angela James from
‘Nick of Time News’, on a journey through history and local
heritage.
Participate in one or more of the following three activities and
allow us to ‘bring history/heritage to life’ in an engaging and
interactive way.

These activities have been designed and written by
Authors/Actors Glenn & Angela James. Who are featured
on the St Giles Heritage Churchyard Trail which explains
all about its fascinating history, and the huge significance
of the church to the growth and development of the town
of Newcastle-under-Lyme.
Their aim in designing these activities is to encourage and
empower visiting pupils to become investigative
historical reporters themselves in the same way,
discovering and investigating the history of St Giles.

Activities
1.

Into The Past
Discover some of the findings of the 2016 archaeological dig in the Churchyard, information about
some of the people buried there and develop an awareness of the times that they were living in.

2.

The Rise of Newcastle
Learn how the town of Newcastle developed - from the Castle and the beginnings of the market
to cater for the same - to the Church, Burgesses and the Town’s Charter. How it rose from humble
beginnings to become the thriving town it is today.

3.

The Conflict between the Church & the Unitarians
Learn about the Unitarian Meeting House, its members and the conflict with St Giles Church, and
the resulting fire.

How To Complete These Activities
Prior to the Visit
1.

Choose your activity from the three above.

2.

Read through the activity and handouts, and familiarise yourself with its contents.
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3.

Print off the pages in this Pack regarding your chosen activity and the handouts listed under each
activity.

On The Day
1.

2.

Follow the instructions listed on the pages in this Pack regarding your chosen activity:
-

Read out loud to the pupils - the messages from time travelling reporters, Glenn & Angela
James.

-

Ask the pupils the questions listed.

-

Complete the exercises within where stated - with the use of Handouts (to be printed out
for the pupils) and Answer Sheets (for use by the teachers).

Evaluate/discuss what has been learnt.

After the Visit
1.

Complete one or more of the Follow Up exercises when back in the classroom.

2.

Please share any feedback and photos/videos with St Giles of the visit itself and any follow up
activities completed. (Of course taking into account the necessary permissions where
photos/videos of children are concerned for posting the same online and on social media).
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ACTIVITY ONE: INTO THE PAST
Overview & Location
This activity will see pupils journey back in time with the help of time travelling reporters Glenn & Angela
James. They will discover some of the findings of the archaeological dig in the Churchyard, information
about some of the people buried there and develop an awareness of the times that they were living in.
The best location for this activity is: Outside in front of the church (or if raining just inside the doorway)

Resources Needed
Clipboards & Pencils
Printouts of the pages in this pack regarding this activity and the following handouts:
1.

What Did They Find in the Spoil Heap? (one for each child)

2.

Answer Sheet - What Did They Find in the Spoil Heap? (one for each teacher)

3.

Gravestones Quest 1 (Starting from the Gates)
(one for every other child - as they will be split into two groups)

4.

Gravestones Quest 2 (Starting from the Unitarian Meeting House)
(one for every other child - as they will be split into two groups)

5.

Map of St Giles (one for each child)

6.

Answer Sheet - Gravestones Quest 1 (Starting from the Gates) (one for each teacher)

7.

Answer Sheet - Gravestones Quest 2 (Starting from the Unitarian Meeting House)
(one for each teacher)

8.

Answer Sheet - Map of St Giles (one for each teacher)

Introduction
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
- TIME TRAVELLING REPORTERS FROM ‘NICK OF TIME NEWS’
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“Welcome to the wonderful historical site of St Giles Church, and we
hope you enjoy your visit as much as we did ourselves! As time
travelling reporters from ‘Nick of Time News’ we discovered all sorts
of intriguing stories and history about the church and the town itself.
For instance, did you know that this is the 5th successive Church of St
Giles to be built on this spot (the first one believed to have been in
the 12th Century). It has been central to the town’s community life.
While you are here we are going to look at some mysteries of
archaeology and the lives of people who lived here long ago. Lifting
back centuries to find out about the past, and 30 generations of
Newcastle people who lived and died in the town.”
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QUESTION (Ask the Pupils):

How do they to travel into the past in time travel programs and
stories? For example in Doctor Who, Back to the Future, Gravity
Falls, Best Friends Whenever, Harry Potter, The Time Machine, etc.

How to Travel Through Time
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“We don’t need a DeLorean or a Tardis to go back in time.
Any of us can travel through time using archaeology and
research as OUR time machines - they can allow us to travel
into the past and discover all sorts of fascinating facts!
When we delve into archaeological finds and records, they
open up history like a curious investigator’s very own app.”

The Spoil Heap
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“Looking out over the churchyard you would find it hard to
believe that there used to be a large 19th Century grassed
over Spoil Heap. This was a mound of spoil from the
rebuilding of the church in the Victorian period in 1874 and
was in fact 1 of 3 heaps which originally stood in the
churchyard. This unusual feature was removed in 2016
during an exciting archaeology project and carefully sifted
for evidence of the history of the town and its people. It
has proved to be a treasure trove of information.”
Exercise A:

What Did They Find in the Spoil Heap?

1.

Ask the pupils - “What do you think might have been discovered in the spoil heap?”

2.

Give each pupil a copy of the ‘What Did They Find in the Spoil Heap?’ Handout to complete.
This lists a number of ‘finds’ - some of which are true and some of which are false. Ask them to
identify which they believe are true and false - by circling either ‘true’ or ‘false’.

3.

Reveal the answers using the Answer Sheet and the additional information provided.
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The Gravestones
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“What can gravestones tell us? Of course most tell us who
is buried there, dates of birth and death, details of family
members, etc. But what’s more fascinating, is what they
can reveal. Armed with this information, we can research
those buried there and find out much more about who they
were, their families and the times that they lived in.”

Exercise B:
1.

Gravestones Quest

Split the pupils into 2 groups.
(The first group will start the Quest at the main Gates to the front of the Churchyard and the
second group will start at the Unitarian Meeting House at the other end of the Churchyard)

2.

Give the first group the ‘Gravestones Quest 1 (Starting from the Gates)’ Handout.

3.

Give the second group the ‘Gravestones Quest 2 (Starting from the Unitarian Meeting House)’
Handout.

4.

Give every pupil a copy of the ‘Map of St Giles’ Handout.

5.

Ask the first group to find the 6 gravestones using the clues provided (starting from the Gates),
answer the questions and mark the location of the gravestones on the map.

6.

Ask the second group to find the 6 gravestones using the clues provided (starting from the
Unitarian Meeting House), answer the questions and mark the location of the gravestones on the
map.

7.

Afterwards, ask them to mark the Spoil Heap on the map - as they’ve just walked it.
(The Spoil Heap stretched from the Mayer Tomb to the Unitarian Meeting House).

8.

Reveal the answers using the Answer Sheets, map and the additional information provided.

QUESTIONS (Ask the Pupils):

Did you notice if there were a lot of children and young adults named
on the gravestones?
What do you think may have caused such a high number of deaths
in younger people?
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Deaths of Children and Young Adults
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“Unfortunately there are many gravestones of children and young
adults at St Giles. Life expectancy and infant mortality were an issue
of terrible concern in the Victorian period. Partly due to poor working
and living conditions, poor diet, lack of medical knowledge, disease,
etc. Cholera and diphtheria were rife, and cholera hit Newcastle in
an epidemic of plague proportions in the 1840’s. There was actually
a plague pit in the graveyard, and many of the remains were removed
to the specially constructed crypt during the rebuilding of the Church
in the late 1870’s.
It is also very sad to think that at one time St Giles added to its ranks,
in a vicious circle of disease and premature death. The graveyard of
St Giles was so full that the mortal remains of the dead began to be
washed out of the soil and into the watercourse, causing
contamination from rotting human body parts.
This was a dreadful period for bereaved parents. As small children
who died early unbaptised could not be buried in consecrated
ground, and there were many cases of grieving parents trying to bury
their children near the churchyard walls in secret at night.
There are of course those - who do not have a gravestone - those who
could not afford one, or who were just added to the piles of other
bodies killed by disease. Never to be named!”

Evaluation/Discussion
Briefly sum up the activity as a whole, the findings discussed and how the pupils found the same.

Follow Up Exercises
1.

Encourage the pupils to become time travelling reporters themselves and interview someone from
St Giles’ past. For example, this could be an archaeologist, a Victorian builder who added to the
spoil heap, a stonemason who sculpted the gravestones, a family member who lost a loved one,
a ghost of a person who was buried without a gravestone (in an unmarked grave), etc. These are
just examples, pupils/teachers could also come up with their own ideas of who to interview.
Pupils could either work in pairs or individually on this exercise. Using what they’ve learnt and
expanding on this with their imagination, pupils could create and write an interview script and
also perform the same in front of their class. This could also be videoed for school use and
perhaps shared with the St Giles Heritage Churchyard Project.

2.

Go on the St Giles Heritage Churchyard Trail (by downloading the free app and picking up a free

booklet from St Giles) and discover more about the Churchyard with Glenn & Angela James.
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HANDOUT

WHAT DID THEY FIND IN THE
SPOIL HEAP?

The archaeologists found quite a lot when they investigated the spoil heap.
Below are a list of “finds” - some of which are ‘true’ finds and some of which are ‘false’.
Can you determine which items were actually found and which were not?
Circle ‘True’ in the box if you think the ‘finds’ were true finds and
circle ‘False’ if you think they were false.

The Bones of
182 People

A Stone Age
Flint Scraper

A Medieval
Floor Tile

A Penny
Farthing

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

The Bones of a
Dinosaur

FALSE

The Bones of
1,182 People

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

A Roman
Ink-Well

FALSE

A Medieval
Sword

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

A 19th Century
Floor Tile

FALSE

Decorative
Stone

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

A Brick Crypt

FALSE

A World War 1
Helmet

FALSE

ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

WHAT DID THEY FIND IN THE
SPOIL HEAP?
The archaeologists found quite a lot when they investigated the spoil heap.
Below are a list of “finds” - some of which are ‘true’ finds and some of which are ‘false’.
Can you determine which items were actually found and which were not?
Circle ‘True’ in the box if you think the ‘finds’ were true finds and
circle ‘False’ if you think they were false.

The Bones of
182 People

A Stone Age
Flint Scraper

A Medieval
Floor Tile

A Penny
Farthing

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

The Bones of a
Dinosaur

FALSE

The Bones of
1,182 People

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

FALSE

A Roman
Ink-Well

A Medieval
Sword

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

A 19th Century
Floor Tile

FALSE

Decorative
Stone

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

A Brick Crypt
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FALSE

A World War 1
Helmet

FALSE

ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

WHAT DID THEY FIND IN THE SPOIL HEAP?

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE FINDS
1.

THE BONES OF 182 PEOPLE

-

TRUE

The bones tell us that the churchyard was used to bury men, women and children. Many of them
suffered from bone and joint diseases, possibly due to a high number of individuals who had done
heavy manual work. Poor dental health was a problem, with many individuals having missing
teeth, cavities and decay caused by diets rich in foods which cause decay. Also working and living
conditions were poor, as times were tough then and medical knowledge was quite primitive, not
like it is today. One skull had even had part of the skull removed to allow further examination.
The 182 individuals were all blessed and respectfully reburied - hopefully this time forever - in a
special ceremony. However, it is has been discovered through research that the bones of the
dead were not always treated with respect. As a beadle of the church saved money on firewood
by removing coffins from the ground and burning them beneath the church in fires to warm it.

2.

THE BONES OF A DINOSAUR

-

FALSE

Whilst dinosaur bones have been found in many archaeological digs, unfortunately there was not
one found here at St Giles. Although it would have been cool if there had!

3.

THE BONES OF 1,182 PEOPLE

-

FALSE

St Giles’ Church has had a graveyard for 800 years, thousands of people have been buried here.
During the excavation, however only the remains of 182 people were recovered.

4.

A STONE AGE FLINT SCRAPER

-

TRUE

A black flint tool - possibly a scraper - was discovered. It dates back to the Stone Age and is only
one of a few such tools discovered in Newcastle. The Flint has several strike marks across the
surface, which was possibly caused by using the flint to cut something - such as animal meat or
stone to make weapons. These tools show us what the Stone Age people were using back then.

5.

A ROMAN INK-WELL

-

FALSE

Roman artefacts have been found all over Staffordshire, and there was a large Roman Fort in
Chesterton. It would not be surprising to find roman relics around Newcastle. But sadly not here.

6.

A MEDIEVAL SWORD

-

FALSE

Famously there was a castle near St Giles Church and the town grew in the medieval period. But
despite this no such swords were found here.
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ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS
7.

WHAT DID THEY FIND IN THE SPOIL HEAP?

A MEDIEVAL FLOOR TILE

-

TRUE

One complete medieval floor tile was discovered. The tile is square in shape, hand-made, red
coloured with a green glaze and dates to the 15th Century. It is thought it was part of a nine tile
design, depicting a flower. Similar tiles have been seen in Stafford Castle. Because of this tile, we
know what kind of floor tiles those living in the 15th Century locally were actually walking on.

8.

A 19TH CENTURY FLOOR TILE

-

TRUE

Some broken 19th Century floor tiles were discovered. Most likely broken during construction of
the latest church in the 19th Century. These tiles seem based on the original medieval church
tiles and faithfully reproduced by ceramicist ‘Minton’. Whilst much of the inside of the church is
covered in carpet, several of the Minton tiles can still be seen in the church today.

9.

DECORATIVE STONE

-

TRUE

Broken pieces of decorative stone were discovered. After researching old photos, it was soon
realised that it was a large sculpted yellow sandstone arch. This arch used to hold a prominent
position within the Chancel (the space around the altar) of the previous Church. The design and
the water-leaf mouldings are typical of 18th Century Fashion. It is likely that this monument
originated soon after the construction of the church in 1721. So from this decorative stone arch
and research, we know what types of stone work were in the fashion in the 18th Century.

10.

A PENNY FARTHING

-

FALSE

Although these types of bicycles were very popular in Victorian times and have been found in very
odd places, we’re very sorry to say there wasn’t one buried here.

11.

A BRICK CRYPT

-

TRUE

A large brick building was exposed at the western end of the mound, whose existence was
previously unknown. It is likely to have been one of the crypts purpose built in 1873 as a place to
store the human remains disturbed in the church reconstructions. It was divided into 4 equal
chambers, which had each been deliberately filled with building rubble, soil and large quantities
of human remains. The majority of the bones discovered were large ones, which would have been
easily recoverable by the Victorian Workmen. The bones came from a wide range of individuals
of mixed age and gender, who were buried at various periods of the churches long history. It
seems that the bones had been placed in the crypt quickly, tipped in by a wheelbarrow.

12.

A WORLD WAR 1 HELMET

-

FALSE

This kind of military head gear was extremely widespread during World War 1 and one could easily
have been discarded in the Churchyard and buried in the spoil heap. But this was not the case.
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HANDOUT

GRAVESTONES QUEST 1

STARTING FROM THE GATES AT THE FRONT
1.

CLUE:

Look to your left and down on the ground
You’ll see lots of gravestones lining the grass
One is for a family named ‘Hitchen’
Three children and a mother, who all died young

QUESTIONS: What are the names of the 3 children?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________
What are the names of their parents?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________

2.

CLUE:

Go back to the gates and look straight ahead
One of the biggest and grandest by far
This tomb is impossible to miss
Honouring a family of some distinction

QUESTIONS: What is the surname of the family buried here? _________________
Which family members are buried here?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________

3.

CLUE:

This time look down and you will find
A small gravestone left of the grand tomb
Here marks a young wife
Whose husband it seems worked with shoes

QUESTIONS: Whose gravestone is this?

_________________________________

What was John’s profession? _________________________________
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GRAVESTONES QUEST (STARTING FROM THE GATES AT THE FRONT)

4.

CLUE:

Across the grass among the line of stones
One gravestone in the middle shows a tragedy
Eight children who all died young
Who were reunited with their father in death

QUESTIONS: What are the names of the 8 children?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
What are the names of their parents?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________

5.

CLUE:

Walk round the corner and halfway down
A gravestone near where a black box now stands
Holds a poem of heartfelt words from
Thomas Griffith to his wife, sons and daughters

QUESTIONS: Whose gravestone is this & how old was he? ___________________
_________________________________________________________
Who was buried with him & how old was she? __________________
_________________________________________________________

6.

CLUE:

Go down to the Unitarian Meeting House
Right in the corner of the gravestones you’ll see
A stone for the ‘Hatrell’ children
All four who died young, only a few years apart

QUESTIONS: What are the names of the four children?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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HANDOUT

GRAVESTONES QUEST 2

STARTING FROM THE UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
1.

CLUE:

Start at the Unitarian Meeting House
Right in the corner of the gravestones you’ll see
A stone for the ‘Hatrell’ children
All four who died young, only a few years apart

QUESTIONS: What are the names of the four children?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

2.

CLUE:

Walk up to the line of stones, halfway across
A gravestone near where a black box now stands
Holds a poem of heartfelt words from
Thomas Griffith to his wife, sons and daughters

QUESTIONS: Whose gravestone is this & how old was he? ___________________
_________________________________________________________
Who was buried with him & how old was she? __________________
_________________________________________________________

3.

CLUE:

Around the corner is another line of stones
One gravestone in the middle shows a tragedy
Eight children who all died young
Who were reunited with their father in death

QUESTIONS: What are the names of the 8 children?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
What are the names of their parents?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________
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GRAVESTONES QUEST (STARTING FROM THE UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE)

4.

CLUE:

Turn around and look straight ahead
One of the biggest and grandest by far
This tomb is impossible to miss
Honouring a family of some distinction

QUESTIONS: What is the surname of the family buried here? _________________
Which family members are buried here?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________

5.

CLUE:

This time look down and you will find
A small gravestone right of the grand tomb
Here marks a young wife
Whose husband it seems worked with shoes

QUESTIONS: Whose gravestone is this?

_________________________________

What was John’s profession? _________________________________

6.

CLUE:

To the right of the gates and down on the ground
You’ll see lots of gravestones lining the grass
One is for a family named ‘Hitchen’
Three children and a mother, who all died young

QUESTIONS: What are the names of the 3 children?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________
What are the names of their parents?

_____________________

_________________________________________________________
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HANDOUT

ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

GRAVESTONES QUEST 1
STARTING FROM THE GATES AT THE FRONT
1.

CLUE: Look to your left and down on the ground
You’ll see lots of gravestones lining the grass
One is for a family named ‘Hitchen’
Three children and a mother, who all died young
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Left of the gates are gravestones on the ground lining
the grass next to the wall. It’s the 4th gravestone up.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
What are the names of the 3 children?
JAMES DRAYCOTT HITCHEN, JANE AND ANN
What are the names of their parents?
JOHN AND CATHERINE HITCHEN

2.

CLUE: Go back to the gates and look straight ahead
One of the biggest and grandest by far
This tomb is impossible to miss
Honouring a family of some distinction
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
If you go back to the gates and look ahead into the
churchyard, the large family tomb is in front of you.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
What is the surname of the family buried here?
MAYER
Which family members are buried here?
SAMUEL MAYER, MARGARET MAYER (WIDOW OF
SAMUEL MAYER), SAMUEL MAYER (ELDEST SON) AND THOMAS MAYER (3RD SON)
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ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

3.

GRAVESTONES QUEST 1
(STARTING FROM THE GATES AT THE FRONT)

CLUE: This time look down and you will find
A small gravestone left of the grand tomb
Here marks a young wife
Whose husband it seems worked with shoes
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Down on the ground to the left of the Mayer tomb
there are two gravestones. It is the smaller top one.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
Whose gravestone is this?
ELIZABETH, WIFE OF JOHN BOURNE
What was John’s profession?
SHOEMAKER

4.

CLUE: Across the grass among the line of stones
One gravestone in the middle shows a tragedy
Eight children who all died young
Who were reunited with their father in death
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Across the grass from the Mayer tomb, is a line of
gravestones. It is in the middle (5th one from the left).
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
What are the names of the 8 children?
JOHN, SARAH, WILLIAM, HARRY, HENRY, JOSEPH,
SARAH AND ELIZABETH
What are the names of the parents?
SAMUEL AND SARAH BOYER
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ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

5.

GRAVESTONES QUEST 1
(STARTING FROM THE GATES AT THE FRONT)

CLUE: Walk round the corner and halfway down
A gravestone near where a black box now stands
Holds a poem of heartfelt words from
Thomas Griffith to his wife, sons and daughters
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Around the corner is another line of gravestones. Walk
down to the black electricity box. The gravestone is the
2nd one to the right of this black box.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
Whose gravestone is this & how old was he?
THOMAS GRIFFITH. HE WAS AGED 29.
Who was buried with him & how old was she?
MARY, HIS WIFE. SHE WAS AGED 75.

6.

CLUE: Go down to the Unitarian Meeting House
Right in the corner of the gravestones you’ll see
A stone for the ‘Hatrell’ children
All four who died young, only a few years apart
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Walk down to the bottom by the Unitarian Meeting
House, over the pavement of gravestones. It is in the
very bottom corner close to the railings.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
What are the names of the four children?
H HATRELL
HANNAH HATRELL
MARY HATRELL
MARY HATRELL
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ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

GRAVESTONES QUEST 1
(STARTING FROM THE GATES AT THE FRONT)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE GRAVESTONES
1.

The Hitchen Family Gravestone
A descendent of the ‘Hitchen’ family has been researching her family and looking at the records (Census
records, birth/death/marriage certificates, Burgess records and Church records). She discovered, that
the father/husband John Hitchen was trained and worked as a felt maker/hatter and later became a
labourer. He married Catherine in 1822 at St Giles, but she died 5 years later in 1827. In that time they
had three children, all who died young. James was only a year old when he died, Jane was 2 months old
and Ann was only 16 weeks old. John is buried at St George’s Church and not with his family at St Giles.
This could be because he later re-married in 1845, so perhaps he was buried with this second wife.

2.

The Mayer Family Tomb
This impressive monument has inscriptions on all four sides - one for each of the family members
buried there. It is the only large tomb in the churchyard. This fact, along with the size and location of
the tomb tells us that this family had wealth and status.

3.

Elizabeth Bourne’s Gravestone
This is only a small gravestone, in comparison to the Mayer Tomb dwarfing the landscape. So this tells
us that this family had much more modest means and status. It is also interesting that this is one of
the few gravestones at St Giles that states the profession of the man of the house.

4.

The Boyer Family Gravestone
As you can see from the gravestone, all of the children died young. This was common in those days, as
infant mortality rates were very high due to living conditions, lack of medical knowledge, etc. To have
lost that many children must have been heart breaking for the parents. It is perhaps at least some
comfort to know that the father, Samuel, was also buried with them (this is stated on the
gravestone).

5.

Thomas Griffith’s Gravestone
This gravestone shows a poem/message to a wife and family from the deceased husband, Thomas
Griffith. It is very touching to read. (This is not the only gravestone to display poetry - there are others
in the churchyard). His wife was buried with him albeit at a much later date. Thomas died in 1815, he
was 29 and his wife Mary died in 1842, she was 75. That’s a long time to be parted.

6.

The Hatrell Family Gravestone
All of the Hatrell children died young. Again this is probably down to the living conditions, medical
knowledge etc. One has to feel sorry for the parents, as the children all died within a few years of each
other.
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ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

GRAVESTONES QUEST 2
STARTING FROM THE UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
1.

CLUE: Start at the Unitarian Meeting House
Right in the corner of the gravestones you’ll see
A stone for the ‘Hatrell’ children
All four who died young, only a few years apart
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Look down to the pavement of gravestones in front of
the Unitarian Meeting House. It is in the very bottom
corner close to the railings.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
What are the names of the four children?
H HATRELL
HANNAH HATRELL
MARY HATRELL
MARY HATRELL

2.

CLUE: Walk up to the line of stones, halfway across
A gravestone near where a black box now stands
Holds a poem of heartfelt words from
Thomas Griffith to his wife, sons and daughters
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Walk up to the line of gravestones and go to the black
electricity box. The gravestone is the 2nd one to the
right of this black box.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
Whose gravestone is this & how old was he?
THOMAS GRIFFITH. HE WAS AGED 29.
Who was buried with him & how old was she?
MARY, HIS WIFE. SHE WAS AGED 75.

1
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3.

GRAVESTONES QUEST 2
STARTING FROM THE UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE

CLUE: Around the corner is another line of stones
One gravestone in the middle shows a tragedy
Eight children who all died young
Who were reunited with their father in death
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Carry on walking up along the gravestones lining the
grass. Turn left around the corner. There is another line
of gravestones. It is in the middle (5th one from the
left).
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
What are the names of the 8 children?
JOHN, SARAH, WILLIAM, HARRY, HENRY, JOSEPH, SARAH AND ELIZABETH
What are the names of the parents?
SAMUEL AND SARAH BOYER

4.

CLUE: Turn around and look straight ahead
One of the biggest and grandest by far
This tomb is impossible to miss
Honouring a family of some distinction
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Turn around and look straight ahead. You will see a
large family tomb in front of you.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
What is the surname of the family buried here?
MAYER
Which family members are buried here?
SAMUEL MAYER, MARGARET MAYER (WIDOW OF
SAMUEL MAYER), SAMUEL MAYER (ELDEST SON) AND THOMAS MAYER (3RD SON)

2
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5.

GRAVESTONES QUEST 2
STARTING FROM THE UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE

CLUE: This time look down and you will find
A small gravestone right of the grand tomb
Here marks a young wife
Whose husband it seems worked with shoes
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Down on the ground to the right of the Mayer tomb
there are two gravestones. It is the smaller top one.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
Whose gravestone is this?
ELIZABETH, WIFE OF JOHN BOURNE
What was John’s profession?
SHOEMAKER

6.

CLUE: To the right of the gates & down on the ground
You’ll see lots of gravestones lining the grass
One is for a family named ‘Hitchen’
Three children and a mother, who all died young
LOCATION OF THE GRAVESTONE:
Walk to the gates. To the right of the gates are
gravestones on the ground lining the grass next to the
wall. It’s the 4th gravestone up.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:
What are the names of the 3 children?
JAMES DRAYCOTT HITCHEN, JANE AND ANN
What are the names of their parents?
JOHN AND CATHERINE HITCHEN
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GRAVESTONES QUEST 2
STARTING FROM THE UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE GRAVESTONES
1.

The Hatrell Family Gravestone
All of the Hatrell children died young. Again this is probably down to the living conditions, medical
knowledge etc. One has to feel sorry for the parents, as the children all died within a few years of each
other.

2.

Thomas Griffith’s Gravestone
This gravestone shows a poem/message to a wife and family from the deceased husband, Thomas
Griffith. It is very touching to read. (This is not the only gravestone to display poetry - there are others
in the churchyard). His wife was buried with him albeit at a much later date. Thomas died in 1815, he
was 29 and his wife Mary died in 1842, she was 75. That’s a long time to be parted.

3.

The Boyer Family Gravestone
As you can see from the gravestone, all of the children died young. This was common in those days, as
infant mortality rates were very high due to living conditions, lack of medical knowledge, etc. To have
lost that many children must have been heart breaking for the parents. It is perhaps at least some
comfort to know that the father, Samuel, was also buried with them (this is stated on the
gravestone).

4.

The Mayer Family Tomb
This impressive monument has inscriptions on all four sides - one for each of the family members
buried there. It is the only large tomb in the churchyard. This fact, along with the size and location of
the tomb tells us that this family had wealth and status.

5.

Elizabeth Bourne’s Gravestone
This is only a small gravestone, in comparison to the Mayer Tomb dwarfing the landscape. So this tells
us that this family had much more modest means and status. It is also interesting that this is one of
the few gravestones at St Giles that states the profession of the man of the house.

6.

The Hitchen Family Gravestone
A descendent of the ‘Hitchen’ family has been researching her family and looking at the records (Census
records, birth/death/marriage certificates, Burgess records and Church records). She discovered, that
the father/husband John Hitchen was trained and worked as a felt maker/hatter and later became a
labourer. He married Catherine in 1822 at St Giles, but she died 5 years later in 1827. In that time they
had three children, all who died young. James was only a year old when he died, Jane was 2 months old
and Ann was only 16 weeks old. John is buried at St George’s Church and not with his family at St Giles.
This could be because he later re-married in 1845, so perhaps he was buried with this second wife.
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THE GRAVESTONES QUEST
Map of St Giles Churchyard for Teachers, with gravestones and Spoil heap in position

5.
6.

LOCATION OF THE
SPOIL HEAP

4.
3.

2.

1.

1: The gravestone of “James Draycott Hitchen” and family. 4: The gravestone of the Boyer children and family.
2: The tomb of “Samuel Mayer” and family.
5: The stone of “Thomas Griffith” with a message to his wife.
3: The stone of Elizabeth Bourne, wife of the shoemaker 6: The tombstone of “H Hatrell” an infant, and siblings.

Activity Two – The Rise of Newcastle
Learn how the town of Newcastle developed - from the Castle and the beginnings of the market to
cater for the same - to the Church, Burgesses and the Town’s Charter. How it rose from humble
beginnings to become the thriving town it is today.

ACTIVITY TWO: THE RISE OF NEWCASTLE
Overview & Location
This activity will see pupils journey back in time with the help of time travelling reporters Glenn & Angela
James. They will learn about how the town of Newcastle developed - from the Castle and the beginnings
of the market to cater for the same - to the Church, Burgesses and the Town’s Charter. How it rose from
humble beginnings to become the thriving town it is today.
The best location for this activity is: Outside in front of the church (or if raining just inside the doorway)

Resources Needed
Clipboards & Pencils
Printouts of the pages in this pack regarding this activity and the following handouts:
1.

Investigating the Castle (one for each child)

2.

Answer Sheet - Investigating the Castle (one for each teacher)

3.

Churchyard Quest 1 (Starting from Outside - By the Main Doors)
(one for every other child - as they will be split into two groups)

4.

Churchyard Quest 2 (Starting from Inside - In the Church Hall)
(one for every other child - as they will be split into two groups)

5.

Answer Sheet - Churchyard Quest 1 (Starting from Outside - By the Main Doors)
(one for each teacher)

6.

Answer Sheet - Churchyard Quest 2 (Starting from Inside - In the Church Hall)
(one for each teacher)

Introduction
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
- TIME TRAVELLING REPORTERS FROM ‘NICK OF TIME NEWS’
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“Welcome to the wonderful historical site of St Giles Church, and we
hope you enjoy your visit as much as we did ourselves! As time
travelling reporters from ‘Nick of Time News’ we discovered all sorts
of intriguing stories and history about the church and the town itself.
For instance, did you know that not only was the first church built on
the orders of a Queen, but that there was once a noble castle
standing quite close by? And the quiet churchyard saw the beginnings
of what went on to become the market of Newcastle, fuelling the
growth of the whole town? An incredible history for such a peaceful
place!
While you are here we are going to look at how the town of Newcastle
evolved, from its humble beginnings to the thriving town it is today.”
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QUESTION (Ask the Pupils):

Do you know how Newcastle-under-Lyme got its name?

How Newcastle Got Its Name
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“One thing that fascinates us is how places come by their names. This
can involve curious traditions, geographical features, or even the
names of well-known local people. Sometimes, the origin of a name
has a direct clue contained in that name. Even when the building or
feature which caused it to develop has long since gone. This is the case
with the borough of Newcastle-under-Lyme. If you take a look at the
coat of arms, you will see a castle standing guard over a river. This is
not merely an adopted design, as 800 years ago a castle stood in this
very town. As its surrounding lake was formed by damning the Lyme
Brook, it was called ‘the new castle on the Lyme’.”

The Castle
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)

Drawing by Glenn James ©

Exercise A:

“How much the skyline of a town changes across the years as it grows
and prospers! New buildings arise and grow as the decades and
centuries pass, overtaking each other and replacing each other over
time. But this town started with a grander building by far than any
which have come along since to replace it. The lost and much
lamented castle of Newcastle-under-Lyme! What a mystery that now
represents. Though immortalised on the town’s coat of arms, on seals
and some very old maps, no real drawings of it exist. We have a
number of clues from maps, descriptions and the archaeological
record to give us some insight, but no full images of the building exist.
What could the castle have looked like?”

Investigating the Castle

1.

Ask the pupils - “What features do you think the castle had?”

2.

Give each pupil a copy of the ‘Investigating the Castle’ Handout to complete.
This lists a number of ‘features’ about the castle - some of which are true and some of which are
false. Ask them to identify which they believe are true and false - by circling either ‘true’ or ‘false’.

3.

Reveal the answers using the Answer Sheet and the additional information provided.
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The Church
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“The castle had a chapel called St. Mary’s Beyond the Waters, but this
was only for the Castle Garrison, and not accessible by the people
who were starting to settle in the area surrounding the castle. A
settlement was growing, and so 800 years ago the first of the five
versions of St Giles Church was built nearby. The earliest St Giles was
founded by Queen Maud, wife of Henry I. The second, larger church
was built in the 1290’s, including a high tower. The third was built in
the fourteenth century, and the tower was raised. This version was
damaged by fire in the 1700’s, and was replaced by the unpopular
Georgian incarnation. This too was eventually replaced by the current
Gothic Revival church in the 1870’s, by Sir George Gilbert Scott.”

Exercise B:
1.

Churchyard Quest

Split the pupils into 2 groups.
(The first group will start the Quest outside in the churchyard - by the main doors of the church
and the second group will start inside the church - in the church hall).

2.

Give the first group the ‘Churchyard Quest 1 (Starting from Outside - By the Main Doors)’ Handout.

3.

Give the second group the ‘Churchyard Quest 2 (Starting from Inside - In the Church Hall)’
Handout.

4.

Ask the first group to find the 5 churchyard features using the clues provided (starting from outside
- by the main doors).

5.

Ask the second group to find the 5 churchyard features using the clues provided (starting from
inside - in the church hall).

6.

Confirm the answers using the Answer Sheets and discuss the additional information provided.

QUESTIONS (Ask the Pupils):

How old do you think the market is?
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The Market & the Town
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“The first market developed in the area because a castle had been
built on the river 800 years ago, by Ranulf the Earl of Chester, and
farmers and tradesmen would have seen it as a perfect place to sell
their wares.
Queen Maud (wife of King Henry I) had ordered that a church should
be built nearby for local people, and the first incarnation of St Giles
Church was created. That’s when the market really started to take off.
These first traders set up their stalls against the church walls, and
started to hold fairs in the churchyard. It soon proved hugely popular!
The castle returned into Royal hands when Ranulf was tried for
treason, and although it was briefly returned to him before his death,
afterwards it reverted to the King again. By this time a thriving new
town was busily growing close by and it had a very energetic market.
King Steven died in 1153, and King Henry II who succeeded him took
a great interest in the expanding new town.
The market was a valuable resource for the landowners, as they
would receive tolls on the sale of goods, especially when it was on a
major road junction like Newcastle. So King Henry II completely
removed Newcastle from the control of Trentham priory, and made
it one of his own new boroughs, granting it a charter to hold markets
in 1173. By 1212 there were 179 Burgesses in Newcastle (tradesmen
who rented plots of land called Burgages on which to build their
businesses from the King). The town and its market were off to a
flying start, resulting in the thriving town we have today.”

Evaluation/Discussion
Briefly sum up the activity as a whole, the findings discussed and how the pupils found the same.

Follow Up Exercises
1.

Encourage the pupils to imagine they were living at the time of the castle and write a
report/story/poem about what their life and experiences might be and perform the same.

2.

Go on the Newcastle-under-Lyme Town Centre Heritage Trail (by downloading the free app and

picking up a free booklet from St Giles) and discover more about the town with Glenn & Angela
James.
3.

Go on the St Giles Heritage Churchyard Trail (by downloading the free app and picking up a free

booklet from St Giles) and discover more about the Churchyard with Glenn & Angela James.
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HANDOUT

INVESTIGATING THE CASTLE
The castle had lots of great features.

Below are a list of ‘features’ regarding what the castle had, what it was made out of and who
lived there. Some of which are ‘true’ features and some of which are ‘false’.
Can you determine which features the castle actually had and which it did not?
Circle ‘True’ in the box if you think the ‘features’ were true features and
circle ‘False’ if you think they were false.

The castle had a: -

Moat

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

Dungeon

FALSE

Tower

FALSE

The castle was made out of: -

Wood

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

Stone

FALSE

Wattle & Daub

FALSE

The castle was the home of: -

The King

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

An Evil Overlord

FALSE

Soldiers

FALSE

ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

INVESTIGATING THE CASTLE
The castle had lots of great features.
Below are a list of ‘features’ regarding what the castle had, what it was made out of and who
lived there? Some of which are ‘true’ features and some of which are ‘false’.
Can you determine which features the castle actually had and which it did not?
Circle ‘True’ in the box if you think the ‘features’ were true features and
circle ‘False’ if you think they were false.

The castle had a: -

Moat

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

FALSE

Dungeon

Tower

FALSE

The castle was made out of: -

Wood

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

Stone

Wattle & Daub

The castle was the home of: -

The King

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

FALSE

An Evil Overlord
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Soldiers

FALSE

ANSWER SHEET - FOR TEACHERS

INVESTIGATING THE CASTLE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE FEATURES
1.

MOAT

-

TRUE

Our castle did have a moat - but it was no ordinary moat! The castle was built on a big man-made
mound of earth on the flood plain near the Lyme Brook. The engineers created a big artificial lake
by damning the River at what later became Pool Dam and Rotterdam. Then when the water was
released into the area, it created an island specifically for the building in this artificial lake. It was
a formidable water fortification. Part of the mound remains to this day on the edge of Queen
Elizabeth Gardens and a viewing platform close by has lots of information about the castle.

2.

DUNGEON

-

TRUE

According to the records the castle had a dungeon (that was 20 paces across). Like most of the
castles built after the Norman Conquest, it was a wooden mote and bailey castle. A moated
fortification built on a raised mound, with a curtain wall and a keep inside, possibly enclosed
within a second inner wall. When these fortifications were being built, the engineers often started
by building the keep and constructing it at ground level. They then piled up what would become
the mound on which the rest of the whole thing would stand around the ground floor rooms of
the keep, so that they then became what would be a cellar or a dungeon!

3.

TOWER

-

TRUE

The records indicate that there was a solid square tower in the castle at the height of its solid
construction, and a formidable structure it must have been. A compact 20 paces across and with
a dungeon, the tower would have been an astonishing sight for local people. The highest and
biggest building in the landscape, rivalled only later by St Giles’s tower which was raised up in the
middle ages. The Tower of the castle had 3 floors and soared up to a majestic 70 feet in height.

4.

WOOD

-

TRUE

Originally, it was made out of wood! The castle was originally constructed by Earl Ranulf of
Chester (it seems on his own initiative, and without official Royal permission), and officially
granted to him in the troubled reign of King Steven, who was fighting against his cousin the
Empress Matilda for the throne. In the civil war which raged across the country, Ranulf provided
solid support for the King, and in gratitude King Steven gifted the castle and its surrounding lands
to Ranulf. The wooden castle had already been built in the mote and bailey style adopted by the
invading Normans. As they spread and established themselves they put down roots in these
wooden structures, and rebuilt them in stone as they consolidated control and authority.
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5.

STONE

-

INVESTIGATING THE CASTLE
TRUE

Our castle started in wood, and was refashioned in stone as the settlement grew. Foundations
uncovered on Silverdale Road in 1935 reveal that the castle was constructed with chiselled local
stone, fitted together with skill. Some of the gatehouse’s foundations remain at ground level in
John O’ Gaunt’s Road so visitors can examine them close to what remains of the castle mound.

6.

WATTLE & DAUB

-

FALSE

Castles would not have been made from wattle and daub as this kind of building material was not
very strong and would have been very vulnerable if attacked. Wattle and daub was used mainly
for houses and civilian buildings, being an interwoven screen of sticks plastered over with mud
mixed with straw and animal dung, which was then left to dry. This would have made for quite a
warm and sturdy home, but it would not have been very good at keeping out invading armies!

7.

THE KING

-

FALSE

At different times the castle DID belong to the crown, and very famous kings like King John and
Henry III stayed there when passing through, but they did not live at the castle. The castle was
passed by Henry III to his son Thomas, Duke of Lancaster, and following him it belonged to notable
historical figures such as Simon de Montfort and eventually the most famous Duke of Lancaster,
John of Gaunt (son of King Edward III). John of Gaunt was King of Castile and a mighty landowner
who had castles all over the country. He sadly never visited his castle on the Lyme.

8.

AN EVIL OVERLORD

-

FALSE

It would have been cool to say a wicked Lord lived at the castle, but despite some colourful
owners, none were based there. Whilst Earl Ranulf of Chester who built the castle, was a mighty
local warlord, wily in his dealings with the King and other barons and was a law unto himself, he
did not live AT the castle. The castle became vulnerable in siege warfare once ballistic weapons,
gunpowder and artillery had been invented, and it was not big enough to host a great army. So
it lost any attractions for a warlord with military ambitions. However it did have excellent
accommodation for important visitors passing through and was a conveniently comfortable place
to stay on an important road. King John did stay at the castle, and he has a traditional reputation
as a wicked King, so perhaps we can say we had one for a brief period of time!

9.

SOLDIERS

-

TRUE

The Fortress at Newcastle was staffed by officials appointed by the crown and manned by a
garrison of sergeants, a small group of local men stationed in Newcastle and living in the town.
They did not live at the castle all the time, but took it in turns in rotation to be on duty at the
fortress. They were still however available to be called in if required if an emergency arose or
assistance was required during important visits by royalty or notable travellers.
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CHURCHYARD QUEST 1

STARTING FROM OUTSIDE - BY THE MAIN DOORS

1.

CLUE:

I have stood a very long time
Enjoying the views from way on high
I can tell the time to all who look
But my head is filled with ringing bells!
I have seen castles, wars and Kings go by
and stood alongside four different churches

2.

CLUE:

You’ll find me near the Tower wall
Set in a great block of stone
Though dry now, how I used to gush
With water flowing like a tap
Made of iron I have lost my arm
No longer drawing water from the ground

3.

CLUE:

Now you must find a lovely arch
Whose carvings inspired this latest church
I’m around a doorway to the south
But to find me you must count
The doors around the church’s walls
You’ll find me round door number three

1

CHURCHYARD QUEST 1 (STARTING FROM OUTSIDE - BY THE MAIN DOORS)

4.

CLUE:

Now look down and to your right
You’ll see a mix of old carved stones
Look for the oldest and biggest by far
A dark grey slab of gritty stone
With no name or writing shown
Only symbols which are quite unknown

5.

CLUE:

Now go back inside the hall again
Then left through the doors to the church itself
Walk down the aisle towards the alter high
Look out on the right for a large oak bird
Whose wings were never made to fly
Who now holds the open bible wide

2

HANDOUT

CHURCHYARD QUEST 2

STARTING FROM INSIDE - IN THE CHURCH HALL

1.

CLUE:

When inside the hall look to your left
Go through the doors to the church itself
Walk down the aisle towards the alter high
Look out on the right for a large oak bird
Whose wings were never made to fly
Who now holds the open bible wide

TO CARRY ON WITH THE QUEST: PLEASE GO OUTSIDE THE CHURCH - BY THE MAIN DOORS

2.

CLUE:

I have stood a very long time
Enjoying the views from way on high
I can tell the time to all who look
But my head is filled with ringing bells!
I have seen castles, wars and Kings go by
and stood alongside four different churches

3.

CLUE:

You’ll find me near the Tower wall
Set in a great block of stone
Though dry now, how I used to gush
With water flowing like a tap
Made of iron I have lost my arm
No longer drawing water from the ground

1

CHURCHYARD QUEST 2 (STARTING FROM INSIDE - IN THE CHURCH HALL)

4.

CLUE:

Now you must find a lovely arch
Whose carvings inspired this latest church
I’m around a doorway to the south
But to find me you must count
The doors around the church’s walls
You’ll find me round door number three

5.

CLUE:

Now look down and to your right
You’ll see a mix of old carved stones
Look for the oldest and biggest by far
A dark grey slab of gritty stone
With no name or writing shown
Only symbols which are quite unknown
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CHURCHYARD QUEST 1
STARTING FROM OUTSIDE - BY THE MAIN DOORS
1.

CLUE: I have stood a very long time
Enjoying the views from way on high
I can tell the time to all who look
But my head is filled with ringing bells!
I have seen castles, wars and Kings go by
and stood alongside four different churches
LOCATION OF THE CHURCH TOWER:
Face the church and look up to the right
You can’t miss seeing the dominating tower

2.

CLUE: You’ll find me near the Tower wall
Set in a great block of stone
Though dry now, how I used to gush
With water flowing like a tap
Made of iron I have lost my arm
No longer drawing water from the ground
LOCATION OF THE OLD PUMP:
The pump is tucked under a window to the left of the
tower. It is set in a great block of stone and its handle is missing.

1
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3.

CHURCHYARD QUEST 1
(STARTING FROM OUTSIDE - BY THE MAIN DOORS)

CLUE: Now you must find a lovely arch
Whose carvings inspired this latest church
I’m around a doorway to the south
But to find me you must count
The doors around the church’s walls
You’ll find me round door number three
LOCATION OF THE SOUTH PORCH:
Walk around the tower, the arch is above the third doorway
to the south, just before the cluster of carved stones on the ground.

4.

CLUE: Now look down and to your right
You’ll see a mix of old carved stones
Look for the oldest and biggest by far
A dark grey slab of gritty stone
With no name or writing shown
Only symbols which are quite unknown
LOCATION OF THE SAXON STONE:
To the right of the south porch and on the ground, is a mix of old
carved stones. The Saxon Stone is the oldest and biggest.
It is also unnamed, just having symbols on its surface.

5.

CLUE: Now go back inside the hall again
Then left through the doors to the church itself
Walk down the aisle towards the alter high
Look out on the right for a large oak bird
Whose wings were never made to fly
Who now holds the open bible wide
LOCATION OF THE PELICAN LECTERN:
Go back inside the church hall and into the main church itself. Down
near the alter, to the right is a large oak lectern shaped like a pelican.
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CHURCHYARD QUEST 1
(STARTING FROM OUTSIDE - BY THE MAIN DOORS)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CHURCHYARD FEATURES
1.

The Church Tower
The great Tower of the Church of St Giles is the oldest part of the building, and dates from medieval
times. It was raised to be part of the second Church of St Giles to be built on the site, when the original
Saxon Church was replaced by a bigger building. It has actually been a crucial part of FOUR different
versions of St Giles Church which followed the original chapel. It’s made from red sandstone, possibly
the same kind of material used to build our lost castle. The tower has had a very important part in the
history of Newcastle. Second only to the Castle, it would have been the tallest building in town for
hundreds of years and an important local landmark. The tower housed the very first school to start in
the Borough, and in times when few people had their own timepieces its clock would have been an
important way of telling the time. Its bells have called the faithful to prayer for over 800 years, and they
have been rung for every important national event from the Coronation or Death of Kings and Queens,
to the victory of the battle of Waterloo, and to ring in and out new Mayor of the Borough.

2.

The Old Pump
The old iron water pump was the church’s original water supply. It would have once had a big handle
which you worked up and down, and the pump drew water up from pipes which led to the old Castle
Pool, into a bucket which you carried away. This was how people 200 years ago got their water, as
domestic plumbing and taps had not been developed. The Castle Pool was a huge lake created by
damming the Lyme Brook at Pool Damn and Rotterdam, and it was the moat for our lost castle. It would
have filled all the area which is now Queen Elizabeth Gardens, and most of the way along Silverdale
Road. Pumps in town drew their water from this pool and it was the main water supply for the centre
of Newcastle. Unfortunately, people back then didn’t understand hygiene like we do now, and the
town’s toilets also drained into the SAME POOL. This is one of the reasons why a plague of Cholera hit
Newcastle with such devastating effects in Victorian times.
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3.

CHURCHYARD QUEST 1
(STARTING FROM OUTSIDE - BY THE MAIN DOORS)

The South Porch
The South Porch of St Giles is very important, as its design heavily influenced the church’s architect. The
shape of the carving around the arch had a huge impact on the plans of Sir George Gilbert Scott, the
great Victorian architect who was commissioned to rebuild St Giles when it was decided to replace the
very cramped and unpopular Georgian version of the church in the 1870’s. Sir George was part of the
movement called ‘The Gothic Revival’, a style in building and art which drew its inspiration from
England’s medieval past. He was very inspired by the style of the carving around this arch in his
approach to planning his design. Sir George used this key feature to create the gothic revival style
version of St Giles we know today. It looks back to its own ancient heritage and earlier versions of the
building, in a lovely Victorian style which sets it so firmly in its own heritage that most people think this
version is centuries older than it really is, and even think it is the original church!

4.

The Saxon Stone
The grave marker we call the Saxon Stone is a considerable mystery, and is the oldest (known)
gravestone at St Giles Church. Marked just with two symbols, it has no inscription, no name, and we
have no idea who it belonged to. All it has on its surface is two circles at the top of two lines leading
from the top of the stone almost to the bottom, and with small pediments at the base. It is Stockton
Brook stone, or the kind of material used for Millstones. It was found in the remains of the old Newcastle
Dominican Friary, whose foundations were uncovered when roadworks were being undertaken at the
far other end of town, close to where the Black Friars Pub is now. Thought to be the memorial of one
of the monks, it was brought to St Giles and given a home in the Graveyard. The symbols are thought to
be the ancient Saxon symbol for eternal life.

5.

The Pelican
The Pelican Lectern of St Giles is a very unusual feature. A large wooden carving of the bird feeding her
chicks by piercing her own breast so they can drink her blood. This is a very old metaphor for the
sacrifice Jesus made on the cross and for Holy Communion. But it wasn’t always a Lectern, holding the
bible across its back and spread wings. It used to be part of the carving featured in the roof of the
Georgian Church, above the alter. As far as we know it was carved in that period for that incarnation
of St Giles, although its medieval style might cause you to think it is a survivor from a much earlier version
of the building. The Pelican survived the rebuilding of St Giles in the 1870’s, and was kept in storage at
the church. During Victorian days an enterprising Rector at the church and his children decided it could
do with a new lease of life and converted it into a Lectern to hold the bible during services, a great
example of Victorian upcycling! Most old churches around the country have lecterns in the shape of
great brass eagles with spread wings, so it’s lovely to think we have something very unique!
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CHURCHYARD QUEST 2
STARTING FROM INSIDE - IN THE CHURCH HALL
1.

CLUE: When inside the hall look to your left
Go through the doors to the church itself
Walk down the aisle towards the alter high
Look out on the right for a large oak bird
Whose wings were never made to fly
Who now holds the open bible wide
LOCATION OF THE PELICAN LECTERN:
Go through the double doors to the left and into the main church
itself. Down near the alter, to the right is a large oak lectern shaped
like a pelican.

TO CARRY ON WITH THE QUEST: PLEASE GO OUTSIDE THE CHURCH - BY THE MAIN DOORS

2.

CLUE: I have stood a very long time
Enjoying the views from way on high
I can tell the time to all who look
But my head is filled with ringing bells!
I have seen castles, wars and Kings go by
and stood alongside four different churches
LOCATION OF THE CHURCH TOWER:
Face the church and look up to the right
You can’t miss seeing the dominating tower
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3.

CHURCHYARD QUEST 2
(STARTING FROM INSIDE - IN THE CHURCH HALL)

CLUE: You’ll find me near the Tower wall
Set in a great block of stone
Though dry now, how I used to gush
With water flowing like a tap
Made of iron I have lost my arm
No longer drawing water from the ground
LOCATION OF THE OLD PUMP:
The pump is tucked under a window to the left of the
tower. It is set in a great block of stone and its handle is missing.

4.

CLUE: Now you must find a lovely arch
Whose carvings inspired this latest church
I’m around a doorway to the south
But to find me you must count
The doors around the church’s walls
You’ll find me round door number three
LOCATION OF THE SOUTH PORCH:
Walk around the tower, the arch is above the third doorway
to the south, just before the cluster of carved stones on the ground.

5.

CLUE: Now look down and to your right
You’ll see a mix of old carved stones
Look for the oldest and biggest by far
A dark grey slab of gritty stone
With no name or writing shown
Only symbols which are quite unknown
LOCATION OF THE SAXON STONE:
To the right of the south porch and on the ground, is a mix of old
carved stones. The Saxon Stone is the oldest and biggest.
It is also unnamed, just having symbols on its surface.
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CHURCHYARD QUEST 2
(STARTING FROM INSIDE - IN THE CHURCH HALL)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CHURCHYARD FEATURES
1.

The Pelican
The Pelican Lectern of St Giles is a very unusual feature. A large wooden carving of the bird feeding her
chicks by piercing her own breast so they can drink her blood. This is a very old metaphor for the
sacrifice Jesus made on the cross and for Holy Communion. But it wasn’t always a Lectern, holding the
bible across its back and spread wings. It used to be part of the carving featured in the roof of the
Georgian Church, above the alter. As far as we know it was carved in that period for that incarnation
of St Giles, although its medieval style might cause you to think it is a survivor from a much earlier version
of the building. The Pelican survived the rebuilding of St Giles in the 1870’s, and was kept in storage at
the church. During Victorian days an enterprising Rector at the church and his children decided it could
do with a new lease of life and converted it into a Lectern to hold the bible during services, a great
example of Victorian upcycling! Most old churches around the country have lecterns in the shape of
great brass eagles with spread wings, so it’s lovely to think we have something very unique!

2.

The Church Tower
The great Tower of the Church of St Giles is the oldest part of the building, and dates from medieval
times. It was raised to be part of the second Church of St Giles to be built on the site, when the original
Saxon Church was replaced by a bigger building. It has actually been a crucial part of FOUR different
versions of St Giles Church which followed the original chapel. It’s made from red sandstone, possibly
the same kind of material used to build our lost castle. The tower has had a very important part in the
history of Newcastle. Second only to the Castle, it would have been the tallest building in town for
hundreds of years and an important local landmark. The tower housed the very first school to start in
the Borough, and in times when few people had their own timepieces its clock would have been an
important way of telling the time. Its bells have called the faithful to prayer for over 800 years, and they
have been rung for every important national event from the Coronation or Death of Kings and Queens,
to the victory of the battle of Waterloo, and to ring in and out new Mayor of the Borough.
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3.

CHURCHYARD QUEST 2
(STARTING FROM INSIDE - IN THE CHURCH HALL)

The Old Pump
The old iron water pump was the church’s original water supply. It would have once had a big handle
which you worked up and down, and the pump drew water up from pipes which led to the old Castle
Pool, into a bucket which you carried away. This was how people 200 years ago got their water, as
domestic plumbing and taps had not been developed. The Castle Pool was a huge lake created by
damming the Lyme Brook at Pool Damn and Rotterdam, and it was the moat for our lost castle. It would
have filled all the area which is now Queen Elizabeth Gardens, and most of the way along Silverdale
Road. Pumps in town drew their water from this pool and it was the main water supply for the centre
of Newcastle. Unfortunately, people back then didn’t understand hygiene like we do now, and the
town’s toilets also drained into the SAME POOL. This is one of the reasons why a plague of Cholera hit
Newcastle with such devastating effects in Victorian times.

4.

The South Porch
The South Porch of St Giles is very important, as its design heavily influenced the church’s architect. The
shape of the carving around the arch had a huge impact on the plans of Sir George Gilbert Scott, the
great Victorian architect who was commissioned to rebuild St Giles when it was decided to replace the
very cramped and unpopular Georgian version of the church in the 1870’s. Sir George was part of the
movement called ‘The Gothic Revival’, a style in building and art which drew its inspiration from
England’s medieval past. He was very inspired by the style of the carving around this arch in his
approach to planning his design. Sir George used this key feature to create the gothic revival style
version of St Giles we know today. It looks back to its own ancient heritage and earlier versions of the
building, in a lovely Victorian style which sets it so firmly in its own heritage that most people think this
version is centuries older than it really is, and even think it is the original church!

5.

The Saxon Stone
The grave marker we call the Saxon Stone is a considerable mystery, and is the oldest (known)
gravestone at St Giles Church. Marked just with two symbols, it has no inscription, no name, and we
have no idea who it belonged to. All it has on its surface is two circles at the top of two lines leading
from the top of the stone almost to the bottom, and with small pediments at the base. It is Stockton
Brook stone, or the kind of material used for Millstones. It was found in the remains of the old Newcastle
Dominican Friary, whose foundations were uncovered when roadworks were being undertaken at the
far other end of town, close to where the Black Friars Pub is now. Thought to be the memorial of one
of the monks, it was brought to St Giles and given a home in the Graveyard. The symbols are thought to
be the ancient Saxon symbol for eternal life.
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Activity Three – The Conflict between
the Church and the Unitarians
Learn about the Unitarian Meeting House, its members and the conflict with St Giles Church, and
the resulting fire.

ACTIVITY THREE: THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE CHURCH & THE UNITARIANS
Overview & Location
This activity will see pupils journey back in time with the help of time travelling reporters Glenn & Angela
James. They will learn about the Unitarian Meeting House, its members and the conflict with St Giles
Church, and the resulting fire.
The best location for this activity is: Outside in front of the Unitarian Meeting House
(or if raining just inside the church doorway)

Resources Needed
Clipboards, Pencils and Paper to write on
Printouts of the pages in this pack regarding this activity and the following handouts:
1.

Notable Unitarians (one for each child)

2.

Answer Sheet - Notable Unitarians (one for each teacher)

Introduction
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
- TIME TRAVELLING REPORTERS FROM ‘NICK OF TIME NEWS’
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“Welcome to the wonderful historical site of St Giles Church, and we
hope you enjoy your visit as much as we did ourselves! As time
travelling reporters from ‘Nick of Time News’ we discovered all sorts
of intriguing stories and history about the church and the town itself.
For instance, did you know that tucked closely against the churchyard
wall is a famous building called the Unitarian Meeting House? Or
that there was a dramatic fire and a riot 300 years ago, as a result of
tensions between St Giles Church and the Unitarians?
While you are here we are going to explore the history of the
Unitarians in Newcastle, some of the reasons why this fire took place
and why there was such tension.”

QUESTION (Ask the Pupils):

Did you know there was conflict between the Unitarian Meeting
House and St Giles Church?
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The Unitarians
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“In 1662 King Charles II passed the Act of Uniformity which
insisted on Trinitarian beliefs (that God is the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost), for all members of the clergy.
Over 2,000 of the clergy refused and left their churches.
One of those was Rev George Long of St Giles Church, who
left England when the 1665 Five Mile Act forbade
clergymen from living within five miles of a parish from
which they had been banned. After the passing of the 1689
Toleration Act under King William & Queen Mary, Rev Long
returned to Newcastle to take up ministering to the
dissenters, or as we now call them ‘Unitarians’.
In 1694 the Unitarian Meeting House in Newcastle was built very close to St Giles Church, tucked away
down a back street behind other houses. Over the years, many flocked to Unitarianism as it is an openminded and welcoming faith that encourages individual freedom, equality for all and rational thought.”
Exercise A:
1.

Notable Unitarians

Give each pupil a copy of the ‘Notable Unitarians’ Handout to complete.
This lists a number of ‘notable Unitarian members’ - some of which are true (they were members)
and some of which are false (they were not members). Ask them to identify which they believe
were ‘true’ members and which were ‘false’ (not members) - by circling either ‘true’ or ‘false’.

2.

Reveal the answers using the Answer Sheet and the additional information provided.

The Conflict
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“After the death of King William in 1702, dissenters felt the
effects of a change in the attitude towards them, as his
successor Queen Anne was a devout Anglican. Up and
down the country there was talk of pulling down the
meeting houses, as places not fit to be suffered. In
Newcastle, there was an attack on the meeting house,
although it survived intact and several sermons were
preached and pamphlets dispersed to blacken the
Unitarians as much as possible.
As ‘a thorn in the side’ of St Giles Church for many years, the meeting house nestles in the shadow of the
church wall and its members have an inalienable right to pass through the church grounds. In London in
1710, Henry Sacheverell gave a very fierce sermon against the nonconformists and as a result mobs
attacked influential meeting houses in London. In 1711, Reverend John Naden followed by delivering ‘A
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Sermon to reduce dissenters’ at St Giles Church. He said that dissenters were ‘small-minded men,
undeserving of office, those to whom toleration should only be sparingly afforded’. Under the influence
of such preaching, which the local gentry willingly promoted, it’s no wonder that the position of
nonconformists became increasingly dangerous. In 1714 King George I ascended to the throne, after
Queen Anne’s death, which improved the prospects of dissenters. But the political uncertainty and the
Jacobite rebellion in 1715 led to the destruction of many meeting houses, including Wolverhampton,
Walsall, West Bromwich and our very own in Newcastle.”

Exercise B:

The ‘Having Words’ Debate

1.

Split the pupils into 2 groups.

2.

Give every pupil a piece of paper to write on.

3.

Allocate to each group a subject which the pupils are passionate about (e.g. favourite books,
films, pop stars, subjects covered at school, etc - or any other topic that the teachers feel would
work for this exercise). We would advise that this be chosen before attending St Giles.

4.

Ask the pupils to write down as many points as possible as to why their subject is better than
that of the other group, over a period of 5 minutes.

5.

Then ask the pupils from one group to read some of their points out loud (either individually,
taking it in turns or via a spokesperson) whilst the opposing group listens. Afterwards ask the
other group to do the same.

6.

Ask the pupils some questions in order for them to expand on and justify their arguments.

7.

Conclude the debate by explaining that when two groups of people have differing opinions
which they feel strongly about, it can get extremely tense and can result in more than harsh
words being said. Tempers can run high and things can get out of control very quickly. This is
exactly what happened with the tensions between St Giles and the Unitarians, as of course their
views on religion were explosively different.

The Fire
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“The violence was sparked by a duel fought near the Castle
in the town, which whipped up a lot of tension, and this was
fuelled by a mob who were influenced by the antiPresbyterian sermons. They had watched the fight, and
then got very drunk in a nearby tavern. (Allegedly at the
expense of the anti-Presbyterian Sneyd family of Keele
Hall.) It was rumoured that someone amongst the
Presbyterian congregation had called the Anglicans of St
Giles ‘A French and Popish Mob’, and that really set things
off. (This remark implied that the Anglicans were traitors
loyal to the old enemy France, and Catholic into the
bargain, a great insult to Georgian Anglicans.)
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A riot broke out and the mob attacked the meeting house. The church wardens allegedly threw down a
hammer and bell ropes from St Giles Tower, and breaking into the meeting house, a bonfire was made of
the pews and rafters. The house was burnt down, and the homes of nonconformists were attacked locally.
But flaming embers from the fire landed on the wooden peg-tiled roof of St Giles (which was still the
medieval church) and that burnt down at the same time.
Did the excitement of a duel fuelled by drink and known hostility cause the riot? Or was it the case that
due to the passing of the Riot Act, which would come into effect in a couple of weeks (in August), that this
was the last chance to cause chaos for the dissenters? As this Act would provide the death penalty for
the destruction of religious buildings. Whatever the true reason, the outcome is the same - a tragedy for
all concerned on both sides.”

QUESTIONS (Ask the Pupils):

Do you think that justice was served, compensation paid and those
responsible imprisoned?

The Aftermath
MESSAGE FROM GLENN & ANGELA JAMES
(to be read out loud to the pupils)
“Within days this riot, and other similar ones, came to the
attention of Parliament and an account of the riot was read
in the House of Commons, where it was suggested that the
dissenters should be recompensed for the damage to their
property. After which the King’s representative visited
Staffordshire to pacify the people. The following month a
trial was held, but the only persons convicted were two Irish
fencing masters (swordsmen) and two other strangers - all
of the townspeople were acquitted.
Although it was common knowledge that the Mayor, the Churchwardens and any number of notable
people from the town were heavily involved - none of them were arrested! However, the government
considered these proceedings unsatisfactory and the Mayor and the Justices of the Peace were convicted
and sent to prison (for a short time). Compensation was also duly awarded to the dissenters.
The Meeting House was rebuilt and opened two years later and it is this Meeting House which remains to
this day, the oldest non-conformist place of worship in Newcastle. St Giles was also re-built and happily
it’s true to say that the relationship between the two congregations has been much more peaceful in the
succeeding years.”

Evaluation/Discussion
Briefly sum up the activity as a whole, the findings discussed and how the pupils found the same.
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Follow Up Exercises
1.

Encourage the pupils to imagine they were a person there at the time of the fire or interviewing
someone who was. E.g. a Unitarian, a Church Member, someone trying to put the fire out, etc.
Write a report/interview/story/poem etc about the incident and/or perform the same.

2.

Ask the pupils to remember a time when they disagreed, argued or fought with someone. Ask
them to write down/describe what happened and/or how it made them feel.

3.

Go on the St Giles Heritage Churchyard Trail (by downloading the free app and picking up a free

booklet from St Giles) and discover more about the Churchyard with Glenn & Angela James.
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HANDOUT

NOTABLE UNITARIANS

There were in fact quite a few notable Unitarians.
Below is a list of ‘notable Unitarian members’ - some of which are ‘true’ (they were in fact
members) and some of which are ‘false’ (they were not members).
Can you determine which ones were actually members and which were not?
Circle ‘True’ in the box if you think the ‘Unitarian members’ were true members and
circle ‘False’ if you think they were false (not members).

Josiah
Wedgwood
(Potter)

Joseph Priestley
(Scientist)

Arnold Machin
(Designer)

Charles Dickens
(Writer)

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

Philip Astley
(Founder of the
Circus)

FALSE

Tim BernersLee (Computer
Scientist)

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

Charles Darwin
(Scientist)

FALSE

James Brindley
(Engineer)

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

FALSE

R J Mitchell
(Engineer)

Edward Smith
(Captain)

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

FALSE

Mrs Gaskell
(Writer)
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H G Wells
(Writer)

FALSE
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NOTABLE UNITARIANS
There were in fact quite a few notable Unitarians.
Below is a list of ‘notable Unitarian members’ - some of which are ‘true’ (they were in fact
members) and some of which are ‘false’ (they were not members).
Can you determine which ones were actually members and which were not?
Circle ‘True’ in the box if you think the ‘Unitarian members’ were true members and
circle ‘False’ if you think they were false (not members).

Josiah
Wedgwood
(Potter)

Joseph Priestley
(Scientist)

Arnold Machin
(Designer)

Charles Dickens
(Writer)

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

Philip Astley
(Founder of the
Circus)

FALSE

Tim BernersLee (Computer
Scientist)

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

Charles Darwin
(Scientist)

FALSE

James Brindley
(Engineer)

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

FALSE

R J Mitchell
(Engineer)

Edward Smith
(Captain)

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

OR

OR

OR

FALSE

FALSE

Mrs Gaskell
(Writer)
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H G Wells
(Writer)

FALSE
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NOTABLE UNITARIANS

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT BOTH THE MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS
1.

JOSIAH WEDGWOOD

-

TRUE

A mighty name in the history of ceramics and the landscape of the Potteries is Josiah Wedgwood.
He suffered smallpox as child and was unable to work the foot pedal of a potter’s wheel, so moved
into the artistic and design side of the industry. He became a giant in his field and sponsored the
spread of the canal network to safely export his wares abroad. With the help of great canal
engineer James Brindley, he opened up trade internationally, making Britain the workshop of the
world. Wedgwood was also a prominent slavery abolitionist. He was a Unitarian, who attended
the Newcastle Meeting House.

2.

PHILIP ASTLEY

-

FALSE

A genuine legend, Philip Astley is a son of Newcastle-under-Lyme, and became the founder of the
modern circus. He was born at Porthill, the son of a Cabinet Maker, and was a strong giant of a
man over 6ft 2 in height. Very adventurous, he ran away, joined the Dragoons and became a war
hero. Astley also saved the King’s life when he caught his runaway horse. Putting a love for
adventure and skill with horses to practical use, he devised a public show, which he mounted in a
42 foot circle - the circus ring! Adding acrobats, clowns and other performers, Astley developed
the circus across his life, becoming world famous. There is no indication that he was a Unitarian.

3.

TIM BERNERS-LEE

-

TRUE

An engineer and computer scientist, Tim Berners-Lee had an idea for an information management
system which he put forward as a proposal in 1989, and it went on to become a little thing we use
every day called THE WORLD WIDE WEB. Without Tim Berners-Lee we would still be struggling
with snail mail, encyclopaedias and no-one would ever have heard of Google! He’s the founder
of the World Wide Web Foundation, a senior researcher and holder of the founders chair at the
MIT Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory. He was knighted by the Queen in
2004. He was raised as an Anglican, but after having his first child became a Unitarian Universalist.
He is an active member of that church, as he perceives it as a tolerant and liberal belief.

4.

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY

-

TRUE

Joseph Priestley is one of the Founding fathers of modern science and is remembered for having
discovered Oxygen. He was elected to the Royal Society for his work on electricity, and was
awarded the Society’s prestigious Gold Medal for his work in Chemistry. He was a Doctor of Law
who spoke 10 languages and a passionate reformer who did much work towards the campaign to
abolish Slavery. Priestley was a humane man who believed in both God and mankind and was an
inspired Unitarian preacher and minister, whose home, books and chemistry equipment was
burned by an opposing mob. He attended the Newcastle Meeting House with Wedgwood.
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5.

CHARLES DARWIN

NOTABLE UNITARIANS
-

TRUE

Charles Darwin was a grandson of Josiah Wedgwood, and had the same systematic approach his
grandfather applied to the glaze of ceramics and the regulation of heat. Only he applied his
research to the theory of evolution. He came from a Nonconformist Unitarian family and attended
the Meeting House in Newcastle. Darwin studied to become an Anglican Clergyman, but was
increasingly interested in William Paley’s Natural theology. He embraced this when on his 5 Year
voyage on The Beagle as a Naturalist, Biologist and Geologist, developed his theory of natural
selection in evolution and wrote his famous books ‘On the Origin of Species’ and ‘The Descent of
Man’. He held back on publishing, due to the impact it would have on the belief in God.

6.

JAMES BRINDLEY

-

FALSE

James Brindley is an immortal name in engineering history, one particularly celebrated in the
Potteries, as he created the canal network. This meant that Stoke-on-Trent could export its
ceramic wares all over the world. Born in Derbyshire, educated at home and apprenticed to a
millwright, he learned his trade and soon gained a reputation for ingenuity. Having been hired to
cut a canal for the 3rd Duke of Bridgewater to transport his coal to Manchester, Brindley spent
his life creating the canal network we still have today. This was the railway of the 18th century,
opening Britain up for international trade and making the ceramics of the Potteries world famous.
He lived most of his life in Leek in Staffordshire. As far as we know he was not a Unitarian.

7.

ARNOLD MACHIN

-

FALSE

We see the work of Arnold Machin every day, especially if we post a letter or look at any coins in
our hands. He was born in Stoke-on-Trent, trained as a china painter and sculptor and went to
Stoke-on-Trent’s Art School. An excellent craftsman whose work was very collectable, in 1964
Machin was chosen to design a new effigy of Queen Elizabeth II for the decimal coinage. His work
was thought so superior that he was also asked to design the Queen’s portraits for English postage
stamps, and they have been used ever since. Machin was a quiet man with firm beliefs. He was a
conscientious objector during WW2, an environmentalist, and protested against the modernist
movement known as ‘Subtopia’ so strongly that he famously chained himself to a Victorian lamp
post outside his home in Stoke to protest against its demolition. He was not a Unitarian.

8.

REGINALD (R.J) MITCHELL

-

FALSE

Reginald (R.J) Mitchell is one of the most famous sons of North Staffordshire. A brilliant designer
of aeroplanes, Mitchell was responsible for designing the world famous fighter plane the Spitfire,
which was vital in helping England beat Germany in World War II. Truly an engineering genius, he
was a man who won the international Schneider Trophy competition THREE times for designing
highly innovative aeroplanes. Unfortunately, he died tragically before seeing how important the
Spitfire was in winning the war. He was born on Butt Lane, Kidsgrove and still has relatives in
Newcastle-under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent. He was not a Unitarian.
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9.

EDWARD SMITH

NOTABLE UNITARIANS
-

FALSE

Captain Edward Smith led a distinguished and hard-working career as a Captain of ships and ocean
liners, and held the title of Honorific rank of Commodore, as the most senior Captain of the White
Star Line. He has however earned immortality as the captain of the infamous ill-fated ocean liner
the RMS Titanic. Owing to circumstances which are still disputed, the great ship struck an iceberg
on her maiden voyage to New York and sank in the Atlantic Ocean. There were not enough
lifeboats and 1,503 people died. Captain Smith is said to have died heroically going down with his
ship. He was born and raised in Well Street, Hanley, and as far as we know he was not a Unitarian.

10.

CHARLES DICKENS

-

TRUE

A true giant of English Literature, during the Victorian era Charles Dickens achieved immortality.
A campaigning writer and journalist crusading for reform, he used his popular literary works to
draw attention to the plight of the poor. He campaigned through his novels, such as ‘Oliver Twist’,
‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘David Copperfield’, for kindness, humanity, to close infamous and terrible
schools and to give poor children a better life. Dickens came from a background of hardship
himself as a boy (he claimed ‘David Copperfield’ was autobiographical) and he became a prolific
novelist, journalist and public speaker, who rose to be friends of the Royal Family and the elite of
his day. Dickens was a member of the Little Portland Street Unitarian Chapel in London.

11.

MRS GASKELL

-

TRUE

Mrs Elizabeth Gaskell is a very well recognised name in English Literature. A famous and gifted
author in her own right, she was also a close friend and the first biographer of the legendary
author Charlotte Bronte. Her novels include ‘Mary Barton’, ‘Cranford’, ‘North and South’ and
‘Wives and Daughters’, as well as ‘The Life of Charlotte Bronte’. Mrs Gaskell was indeed a
Unitarian, from families who were practicing Unitarians on both sides. Raised in Cheshire, by her
mother she was connected to famous, influential Unitarian families such as the Wedgwood’s, the
Martineau’s, the Turners and the Darwin’s. She married Unitarian Minister William Gaskell, who
practiced in Manchester, and Unitarianism had a profound influence on her written works.

12.

H G WELLS

-

FALSE

H G Wells was a brilliant, visionary English writer, one recognised as a founding father of Science
Fiction. His novels have had a profound influence, and we owe a whole genre to his pioneering
vision. Wells lived in Basford, in Stoke-on-Trent, during a period when he was ill as a young writer,
staying with friends. The fires of Shelton Bar foundry which he could see from his window inspired
his imagination, and he wrote two of his most inspired books: ‘War of the Worlds’ and ‘The Time
Machine’ following this experience. Wells wrote in his book ‘God the Invisible King’ that his idea
of God did not draw upon the traditional religions of the world. He was an open minded man
who did not join a particular faith, and believed in his lifetime that the different religious faiths of
the world were jostling together rather than giving a unified voice. He was not a Unitarian.
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Activity Four – Brief History of the
Maypole
Explore the history of Maypole dancing and have a go yourself, learning through rhythm, dance
and music.

ST. GILES HERITAGE PROJECT EDUCATION PACK “VIVID VICTORIANS”
A BRIEF HISTORY OF MAYPOLE DANCING

Maypole dancing is thought to originate from Europe-quite possibly Germany-and has been
around since the Medieval Age, though its meaning has changed over time. Many theories
exist as to the original purpose of Maypole dancing. These include; Pagan tree worship, a
homage to fertility or that the pole could have symbolised the Earth’s axis. Early Maypoles
were living trees or were fashioned from trees and decorated with vines, ivy, hawthorn and
flowers.
By the Middle Ages they were being erected in the centre of villages and towns as a
celebration of Spring on Mayday/1st May. Greenery and flowers were gathered to decorate
houses and would also be worn by the people. This developed into whole outfits using large
amounts of foliage where-by the wearer was totally disguised and named “Jack in the
Green”. This character later became known as a creator of mischief and would leap about
scaring people! There was often a big bonfire the night before with a ceremony to erect the
Maypole and the dancing would begin at dawn. The musical accompaniment at this time
would have been provided by pipes and tabors.
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During the 17th century Puritan leaders condemned the use of the Maypole as a pagan
fertility symbol and over the next 200 years the custom waned.
However, the late 19th century saw the English gentry becoming wistful about country life
traditions and they wished to counteract the unhealthy city lives they led. Victorian writer
John Ruskin became very interested in the tradition of the Maypole and was largely
responsible for its revival-albeit in a very different guise. The Mayday/Whitsun celebrations
were led by local churches such as St. Giles and became more family-oriented incorporating
a fete/fair. A procession through the village/town evolved, as did the tradition of crowning a
May Queen-a young lady who wore a beautiful dress and was treated like royalty for the
day. Children from the church schools would dance around the Maypole clasping long
coloured ribbons attached to the top and following a series of sometimes complicated
steps/moves to wind and unwind them. The musical accompaniment was now provided by
fiddles and concertinas with flutes and accordians added as time went on.
By the 20th century Maypole dancing also flourished in many schools as well as featuring in
Spring and Summer community events. The musical accompaniment has become available
via recordings of the traditional tunes that would have been played and these are also often
used for Morris and barn dancing. Recently it has begun to enjoy another revival and the
equipment and materials contained in this education activity pack are newly purchased.
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ST. GILES HERITAGE PROJECT EDUCATION PACK “VIVID VICTORIANS”
OBJECTIVES
1. HI.2/2.1 Local History-A study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period
beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality.
2. MU.2/1.6 Develop an understanding of the history of music.
USEFUL EXPERIENCE PRIOR TO THE DAY
1. Skipping around in a circle in time to the pulse of the accompanying music.
2. Counting the number of steps to the left before changing direction.
3. Technique for changing direction without losing a beat in between i.e. turning body
to the right and leading off with the right foot.
4. Understanding how having 2 teams of 6 dancers works.
5. Being aware of the movement and space required of those either side. (Use the
analogy of a clock face and allocate each child a position according to numerals 112).
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COSTUMES
1. Schools may wish to ask children to dress in Victorian costumes when visiting for
the day.
2. For this activity sets of bells will be available to tie around the knees/ankles of
the dancers.
3. Reluctant participants may become more engaged via creating a Jack-in-the
Green costume and persona for this activity.
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WHY DANCE AROUND A MAYPOLE?

1. Skipping is an aerobic exercise which raises the heart rate and this can be proved by
feeling the pulse. Boxers use it to aid fast foot work.
2. Skipping is the fundamental basis of movement for running, hopping, jumping,
leaping and dribbling with a ball.
3. Skipping is a combination of weight transfer, forward motion and propulsion which
supports most sporting actions.
4. Maypole dances require good co-ordination and timing.
5. The dances are based on repeating mathematical patterns including movements
which involve clockwise/anti-clockwise travel.
6. Challenge questions can be used to engage more reluctant participants e.g. “How
many times does the red ribbon pass over the yellow?” (See appendix 1)
GETTING STARTED ON THE DAY

1. The area of grass selected to erect the pole must be as flat as possible. (See also the
instructions included with the Maypole equipment)
2. Check that ribbons are securely attached to the top of the pole.
3. Dancers must be wearing flat, soft, snug-fitting shoes.
4. As with any physical activity it is advisable to undertake a short warm-up. Ideas can
be taken from the section citing links to sports fitness. E.g. stretching, bending,
jogging on the spot, jumping etc.
5. Use the coloured bands to establish two teams of dancers (1 & 2 or A & B).
6. Team 1 dance in towards the pole for 4 and out for 4, team 2 repeat etc. Repeat
holding ribbons (one colour per team).
7. For the first “Circle Dance” just skip around the pole without holding the ribbons to
work out how many steps it will take to complete one clockwise circuit of the pole.
Test this out by going anti-clockwise. Dancers should keep their eye on the person
opposite them to gauge their speed/progress.
8. Repeat this whilst holding the ribbons. Hold in the hand nearest to the pole using the
other hand to gather/loop the excess ribbon. The grip on the ribbons mustn’t be too
loose or too tight and it should be controlled by moving the hands up and down.
Travel clockwise until there is no more ribbon left to wind. (A “closed plait”).
9. To unwind the plait repeat the above activity holding the ribbon with the left hand
and travelling anti-clockwise, using the right hand to gather the excess ribbon.
10. Swap in any children who have been observing. (Observers can clap along to keep
the pulse).
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DANCE 2; WATER WHEEL
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

This dance requires the 2 crowns to be loosened so that they will turn.
All the dancers stand close the pole with their ribbons slack and facing to the left.
When the music starts all dancers walk around the pole once.
Everyone stands still and faces the pole holding the ribbons taut.
Each walks backwards away from the pole pulling their ribbons
The loose plait will travel upwards and eventually spin the crown around.

DANCE 3; ROPES
1. For this dance dancers are paired up-reds with greens and blues with yellows.
2. Reds and blues stand still and face the centre.
3. Yellows and greens dance anti-clockwise around their partner (on their right)
until the 2 ribbons are inter-twined.
4. To unwind, the reds and blues dance clockwise around their green and yellow
partners (on their left) until all the twists are undone.
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DANCE 4; CHRYSANTHEMUM

1. For this dance each colour team will move in succession (none at the same time).
2. All teams hold their ribbons up as high as they can so that the team moving
round can go underneath.
3. One team at a time will turn to their left, take 2 steps towards the middle and
make one clockwise circuit of the pole.
4. Start with blue and repeat with reds, greens and yellows.
5. This will wind up the pole to look a bit like the long petals of a chrysanthemum
and the ribbons will shorten quicker than in the first dance.
6. To unwind begin with yellows and follow with greens, reds and blues.
7. Track 6 on the CD will go well with this dance.
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DANCE 4; THE BARBER’S POLE

1. The 2 teams assemble in promenade position around the pole with team 1 (blue and
red)/team 2 (green and yellow) partners standing side by side facing the same way.
Each take up a ribbon.
2. Team 2 members face left whilst team 1 members take 3 steps towards the pole
and turn right.
3. Team 2 dancers skip around clockwise until back into their place whilst team 1
dancers stand still (they made need to duck down a bit!)
4. Team 1 dancers then skip around anti-clockwise whilst the team 2 dancers stand still
holding the ribbons as high as possible.
5. Repeat alternating the movement between the teams until most of the ribbon is
wound around the pole (possibly 3 times each).
6. To unwind the Barber’s Pole all turn to face the opposite direction and begin with
the team who were the last to dance.
7. Tracks 3 or 9 on the CD would go best with this dance.
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DANCE 5; COBWEB

1. All the ribbons need to be evenly arranged around the pole in a repeating pattern of
colours.
2. All dancers face in towards the pole with ribbons held high.
3. Reds turn to their right and dance around the greens going behind them first then
passing over their ribbon as they come back to their place around the front of them.
4. Greens dance around the blues and back into their places.
5. Blues dance around the yellows then yellows around the reds.
6. To unwind reds go left around the yellows, going over /in front of them first.
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DANCE 6; THE SINGLE PLAIT

1.

Partners each take a ribbon then face each other with team 1 dancers facing
to the left and team 2 dancers facing to the right.

2.

Team 1 dancers hold their ribbons high and team 2 dancers go under for 2
steps. (walking through it first!)

3.

Upon meeting the next team 1 person (holding their ribbon lower) team 2
dancers go over.

4.

This continues in a pattern of under, over, under, over until partners are reunited.

5.

It is important that each movement of the feet and arms are in time with the
pulse of the music and take 2 beats to complete. (1, 2 under-1, 2, over etc.)

6.

To unwind all face the opposite direction and repeat.

7.

Track 2 or 3 on the CD would go best with this dance.
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PLENARY
1. Explain that one of the back to school activities will be to create their own Maypole
dance. Use “talking partners” to gather ideas for 2 minutes then invite them to share
these with the group.
2. Another back to school activity will be to produce their own Guide to Maypole
Dancing. Which information would be essential? How could this be presented?

BACK TO SCHOOL SHORT ACTIVITY (ONE LESSON)
DESIGN A MAYPOLE DANCE

Using the experience gained during the Maypole activity on the visit to St. Giles
children would be asked to work with a partner or in small groups to share ideas
for creating, designing and explaining their own made-up Maypole dance. They
would be reminded about using features of Instructional writing e.g. numbering,
clarity and brevity. They would be advised to include a labelled diagram, or one
for each section of their dance, to assist anyone who wanted to try out their
dance. They could swap their finished product with another group so that each
could be evaluated and feedback exchanged.

1. Draw a plan of the Maypole with all its circling ribbons, outlining the pattern of
colours when the ribbons are at rest (blue, red, green, yellow).
2. Draw each stage of your dance as a diagram in a box clearly labelled as to which
step is which.
3. Use the 4 colours in your diagrams to show which team is which.
4. Use arrows to show the direction to be taken by the dancers.
5. Write simple, clear instructions to go with each diagram.
6. Don’t forget to include how to unwind the ribbons by reversing the dance.
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BACK TO SCHOOL LONGER ACTIVITY (2/3 LESSONS)
A GUIDE TO MAYPOLE DANCING
Children would be invited to work with a partner or in small groups to carry out
some of their own research into Maypole dancing using the websites listed in this
pack. They would then use this to create, design and produce a brief guide to
Maypole dancing in the form of a leaflet/booklet. They would be reminded of the
main features of a guide e.g. photographs/pictures, headings, captions, labels
and possibilities for the layout. This could be done as an ICT activity, a paper
exercise or a mixture of both. To evaluate the success of their guides they could
share them with another class/year group for feedback.
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USEFUL WEBSITES/REFERENCES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

WWW.WIKIPEDIA.ORG
WWW.MAYPOLEDANCE.COM
WWW.THEDANCELADY.COM
WWW.THOUGHTCO.COM
WWW.TRADAMIS.ORG
WWW.THEHISTORYMANATLARGE.BLOGSPOT.CO.UK
WWW.HISTORICALHARMONIES.ORG
THE MAYPOLE MANUAL M.RUFF/J.READ
MAYPOLE APPENDIX 1;
ENGAGING ONLOOKERS

1. How many steps does it take to walk around the circle once?
2. How many steps will it take to skip once around the circle?
3. Can you count 1,2,3,4 alongside the pulse to help the dancers keep in time with the
music?
4. Can you clap the pulse to help the dancers keep in time?
5. How many times do you think each dancer will go around the pole before their
ribbon is too short to continue?
6. Keep a count of how many times the dancers go around the pole before being told
to stop and travel in the opposite direction so that you can count down to the point
where the ribbons are completely unwound.
C.J.Walton 13.7,2017
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Activity Five – Victorian Pattern and
Shape
Discover the different patterns and shapes used on tiles in the architecture of the church. Use these
as inspiration to create your own tile.

VICTORIAN PATTERN AND SHAPE (EDUCATION PACK ACTIVITY 2)
INTRODUCTION

The present St. Giles church building is typical in its architecture and furnishings of the 19th
century Gothic Revival. Such buildings would contain pointed arches, steep sloping roofs
and plenty of ornamentation.

Inside you can also find plenty of Victorian design features within the floor tiles, carvings
and stained glass windows. The interior is full of pattern, shape, colour and decoration.
It is advisable to take a brief walk around the inside of the church upon arrival to highlight
the features described. The main activity will focus on Victorian floor tiles so ask the
children which colours, shapes and patterns are used as they walk up the main aisle and
how do they differ around the High Altar?

1

Such decorative tiled floor coverings became popular at this time due to the fact that they
could be cleaned far more effectively than wooden floors, they were much more durable
and cheaper than stone or marble. The colours and designs available also made them a far
more attractive prospect.

2

Many of the tiles used in large buildings such as hospitals, schools and churches were made
by a company called Mintons of Stoke-On-Trent, which was responsible for the rise in
popularity of geometric tiles. Among their growing number of customers were Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert who ordered Minton tiles for their residence on The Isle Of Wight!
These were very popular as they came in a variety of colours, shapes and sizes, providing
multiple options for individual designs. However, Mr Herbert Minton was responsible for
reviving a technique involving building up a design on a tile using layers of different coloured
clay (rather than painting the entire design on the surface) known as encaustic tile making.
The tiled floors of St. Giles were laid using encaustic tiles.

The colours used here were very commonly used in the floors of larger buildings as red, buff
and black were cheaper to manufacture than the blue and green ones. Popular designs of
the era included use of the Fleur-De-Lis-or French Lily, which was associated with Saint
Joseph, The Virgin Mary and with its 3 petals, The Holy Trinity.

3

The quatrefoil or 4 leaf clover shape appeared in many different buildings of the time but
was said to represent the Four Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and John when used in
Gothic churches. This design can be found both on the inside and outside of the St. Giles
building on tiles, in stained glass windows, in carvings and in the stone work. One idea for a
plenary activity would be to go on a quatrefoil hunt!

4

Happy hunting!
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DESIGN AND MAKE A VICTORIAN STYLE FLOOR TILE
DESIGNING YOUR TILE (Workshop Activity during the visit)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Look at a variety of Victorian tile designs for ideas.
Try out some designs on a sheet of A4 containing 2 x 4” squares.
Use labels to indicate which colours go where.
Select your favourite design and cut it out.
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED (Following on back at school)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Crayola Air Dry Clay (self-hardening)
Water colour paint or Tempera cakes
Plastic knives
Paint brushes
Modelling boards
Rolling pins
Wax paper

METHOD
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Take a small chunk of clay and place it on a sheet of wax paper.
Flatten with a rolling pin to an even thickness.
Use the plastic knife to cut out a 4” square shape.
Lay your design over the tile and use a blunt tool to score it into the clay.
Use a knife to sculpt out sections of the design for a 2D effect.
Follow instructions on clay tub for drying/colouring.
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EXAMPLES OF TYPICAL VICTORIAN FLOOR TILES
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8
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Activity Six – Give us a Clue
Explore the pottery finds from the 2016 archaeological dig, learn about the pottery and use it as
inspiration to create your own commemoration plate.

1

VIVID VICTORIANS CREATIVE EDUCATION PACK ACTIVITY 3
GIVE US A CLUE! (SHERD-INSPIRED PLATE DESIGNS)

INTRODUCTION

When the St. Giles spoil mound was excavated, as would be expected there were various
bits and pieces of pottery discovered. The pottery finds ranged from pieces of clay pipes to
items of domestic pottery such as cooking pots/jars typical of an urban area. The range of
ware found from within and under the mound spanned several centuries. This included
cream ware, black ware and white ware which would have been in frequent use during the
Victorian period.

By 1800 there were over 300 pot works in North Staffordshire with the industry still
expanding. At its peak in the late 19th Century, the region was the epicentre of the World’s
ceramic production, housing as many as 3,000 kilns whose chimneys dominated the skyline.
(During the Victorian period the working conditions were improved due to the effects of the
pottery making process on people’s health). Various production methods enjoyed popularity
during different periods and some Slip ware pieces were amongst the finds.
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CREAM WARE
Cream ware was first developed by Thomas Whieldon around the mid 18th Century but then
later improved upon by Josiah Wedgewood until it reached the height of its popularity
around the mid 19th Century. Pieces ranged from cheap utilitarian ware to a collection called
“Queens ware” which found its way to the table of Catherine 2nd of Russia.

WHITE WARE

White ware is a much broader category encompassing pottery, porcelain and china amongst
others. Most pieces are white based but not necessarily all. Pieces were made for use as
table ware so needed to be hard-wearing and durable.

:
Spode China
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Wedgewood

BLACK WARE
Black ware was also produced by Thomas Whieldon, Josiah Wedgewood and Josiah Spode
amongst others at this time. It was also known as “Jetware” and was thought to be inspired
by the highly glazed Japanese black ware preceeding it. Wedgewood developed it via use of
black basalt-a fine black porcelain. This was deemed to be an improvement on the black
Egyptian ware of the time. Objects produced included vases, candlesticks, and plaques. They
were decorated via encaustic painting using blue, green, pink, orange and white colours.
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SLIP WARE

Slip ware became popular during the period between the mid 17th to the mid 18th century.
Earthen ware would be decorated with a mixture of coloured clay (often red) and water
giving a creamy consistency and the glaze would give a yellow tinge. Thomas Toft of Burslem
produced large plates and dishes which were often of a commemorative nature. Many
contained a Coat of Arms and there was a range which celebrated the reign of King Charles
2nd and his wife Catherine of Braganza.

An example of one of Toft’s large dishes can be viewed in the Potteries Museum and Art
Gallery in Hanley.
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This Slip ware owl jug and cover can be viewed at the Brampton Museum in Newcastle.

LOCAL LINKS

Across the dual carriageway from St. Giles on the site of the new Belong Village
development in Lower Street was Samuel Bell’s Pottery. He specialised in the production of
Agate ware, the production of which was reminiscent of Thomas Toft’s Slip ware. Bell also
favoured combining different coloured variegated clays producing red marbled earthen
ware pieces with a liquid lead glaze. Typical pieces produced included teapots, coffee cups
and tankards. This ware was most popular between 1750 and 1800.
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INTRODUCTION AT THE START OF THE VISIT

Give the children a brief explanation of what was found during the excavation of the
churchyard focussing on the pottery finds (refer to the St. Giles Heritage Churchyard
booklet). Include references to local potters and potteries as outlined above emphasising
the links to the finds. Mention both the local museums where similar pieces of pottery can
be viewed.
View the collection of pottery sherds (or photographs) found in the excavation and discuss
what clues they hold as to which era they came from. Clues could include type of
material/combination of materials used, colours, patterns and glaze. Can we guess which
type of piece they came from (plate, cup, pot) by their shape and whether they are flat or
curved?
A short activity to engage the children at this point could be to give them a piece of paper
and invite them to draw the rest of the item from scrutinising the sherd before them.
MAIN ACTIVITY

Explain to the children that pottery was and is produced to commemorate an occasion, a
place or a person. Show them some photographs of examples.

Queen Victoria
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Celebrating Victoria’s Golden Jubilee

Centenary Mug of Burgess and Leigh Pottery in Burslem
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Commemorating the End of World War 2

Queen Elizabeth’s Silver Jubilee

1960’s Pop Band The Beatles
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Commemorating a Wedding

Celebrating A Great Achievement
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ACTIVITY/BACK TO SCHOOL

Ask the children to think, pair share their ideas for a commemorative plate. One idea would
be to design a plate which commemorates what goes on in their school. This could be like a
school Coat of Arms. What wording would be appropriate? How would they record the
date? How would they divide up the sections? The rim provides a discreet section from the
main part of the plate. Use paper plates and coloured pencils for the design.
On returning to school Bisque white plates (available from Potclays Ltd. Etruria at around £2
each) could be used to paint their designs onto. Acrylic paint is ideal. For a glazed effect mix
PVA glue into the paint.

.
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USEFUL WEBSITES

www.britannica.com
www.sammybells.co.uk
www.belong.org.uk
www.thepotteries.org
www.visitstoke.co.uk
www.shelley.co.uk
www.pennypost.org.uk
www.glassmenagerie.com

